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IBOO. — Thb harvest of the preceding year, in the vicinity of 
Newcastle, was so backward, that a quantitv of oats was not cut 
till near the end of January this year, at Leadgate, in the parish of 
Ryton ; and at that late period, oats were standing uncut at Hed- 
ley, and other southern parts of Northumberland. In consequence 
of the failure of the above harvest, together with the effects of 
war, a great dearth prevailed, and wheat in Newcastle market was 
frequently sold at two guineas a boll, two Winchester bushels. A 
subscription was formed at Durham for assisting the poor of that 
city and its neighbourhood. The hall of St. Nicholas workhouse 
was fitted up as a soup kitcheut an^ a great quantity of soup, &c., 
was distributed to the poor at a v^ moderate chaige. 

Jan. 27.— Died, Francis HiliT well known by the name of Old 
Franfttf. He had attended in a sod hut on the road between New- 
castle and Shields for upwards of fifty years, to solicit the charity 
by which his harmless existence was supported. 

March 2w— Three prisoners, named John Outersidey under sen- 
tence of transportation, Richard Lowe, committed for forgery, 
and Thomas Graham, committed for high-way robbery, effected 
their escape from the gaol of Newcastle. By wrenchins a bar from 
the inside o£ the chimney of their cell they forced Uieir way up 
the chimney to the roof of the prison, whence, by cutting Uieir 
bed-dothes and knotting the pieces together, which they tied to a 
sun-dial on the roof, they descended to the field adjoining Gallow- 
gate. John Sill, convicted with Outerside, attempted to escape at 
the same time, but beinff rather corpulent, he stuck fiut in the 
€:himnevi and could nei&er get out nor back again, till he was 
assisted down by the keepers. Outerside was taken the same daji 
b}r the intrepidity of Mr. Gale, the gaoler, at Woodend, near Bea- 
iiiish> and Graham would have shitfed the same fiitOi had some 
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countrymen who were spectators of the pnnuit, lent their uaUt- 
ance ; while Mr. Gale kept guard upon Outeraidei he offered 5i. 
to any who would assist in the punuit of Graham, which they uni- 
formly refused. 

A simitar escape was carried into effect the Bome day by four of 
the fekms in the gaol at Morpeth, two of whom were soon taken. 
One of the above four prisoners who made their escape, was John 
Winter, of the notorious family of that name. 

1800. — The beginning of this year, no less than 69 out of 71 
vessels, laden with cods, from Shields and Sunderland, were 
wrecked in their passage to London. 



ISOO {April i). — Died, in the 40th year of his age, Mr. Solomon 
Hodgson, many years printer and publisher of the Newcastle 
Chronicle newspaper, in the conduct of which, he uniformly ad- 
vanced the genuine sentiments of his mind, uninfluenced by party 
or interest of any kind, and unconnected with any political club or 
society wliatever. Firmly attached to the principles of constitu- 
tional liberty, to recal the attention of his readers to those princi- 
ples, was an object to which he devoted his chief exertions. He 
teelingly lamented the miseries of war ; and so long as he could do 
it consiEtently with personal safety, he exercised the privilege of 
declaring his conscientious sentiments with boldness and freedom, 
but always without descending to licentiousness or personality. 
His remains lie interred in St. John's church-yard, under a uAne 
monument, next that of John Cunningham, the celebrated pastoral 
poet, who had been patronized, &c., by Mr. Thomas Slack, Mr. 
Hodgson's father-in-law. The above wood cut, for the use of 
which 1 am indebted to Messrs. T. and J. Hodgson, was engraved 
by Mr. Thomas Bewick, and a few impressions from it were pre- 
sented to Mr. Hodgson's friends. 
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1800 /Magf 1 1^.^-^ne hundred and forty-four vessels sailed from 
Shields, under convoy for the Baltic, having on board, besides 
other commodities, 11,600 chaldrons of coals, Newcastle measure. 

Mt^ 18..— Died, at the Grange, near Darlington, George Allan, 
esq., F. S. A. He was an indefatigable collector of topography and 
antiquities, and in addition to his own museum, he nurchased the 
Wycliffe collection for less than lOOLy of which the birds alone cost 
Mr. Tunstall 5,000/. In or about 1768, Mr. Allan commenced his 
typographical labours, with a view of amusing himself by multiply- 
ing at an easy rate, any curious subject in antiquities or biography 
that struck his &ncy ; all of which, mm the small number of copies 
printed, have long since become extremely rare. The Grange 
museum, which was purchased for 400/., forms at present the 
museum of the Literary and Philosophical Societv of Newcastle. 
There is an excellent likeness of Mr. Allan seated in icotmcil with 
his colleague Hutchinson, prefixed to the ei^ith volume of NichoFs 
Literary Anecdotes 

June 4. — Died, in the streets in Newcastle, William Barron, an 
eccentric, well known for many years by the name of " Billy Pea- 
pvddmg** 

June 8.«— A person named Blenkinsop, a joiner of Newcastle^ 
was observed by a woman to ascend the railing which surrounded 
the shafl of Lawson's main colliery at Byker, near Newcastle, and 
to precipitate himself feet foremost into it, having previously 
thrown aown his hat. She instantly gave the alarm, and on pro- 
per persons descending the' pit, the body was found in a shockingly 
mangled condition occasioned by a fall of more than 137 fathoms. 
The following is a copy of a letter found in his pocket addressed to 
his wife : — *' My dear Mary, I hope that God Almighty will so 
order things, that you will be better without than with your un- 
happy, unrortuhate, but affectionate husband, Thomas Blenkinsop." 
For some weeks before, he had shewn strong symptoms of a dis- 
ordered mind, though diis letter appeared to be written under the 
prevalence of sanity. 

June 16. — Died, At Mill-green, near Ravensworth, Mary Brown, 
aged 100 years. 

July 13. — Died, in All Saints* poor-house, Newcastle, William 
Thompson, an eccentric, well known by the name of << TraveUer 
Billy, He was noted for his numerous gormandizing exploits, 
and his death was occasioned by endeavouring to swallow a 
shilling, which he was fearful would be taken from him. 

Jufy 21. — A horse and gis took fris^t near the Carpenters* 
Tower, Newcastle, and set off in full gaSop down the narrow and 
very steep passage, called St. James' Lane, which leads from that 
pl^SP to Pandon-bank. The owner was thrown out, and much 
bruised, and the gig was dashed to pieces. The horse sprang over 
the wall into Pandon-bank, fell on his feet, and continued his career 
up the street into the fields, where he was retaken uninjured. 

July 26. — Died, in the city of Durham, Mr. John Farrer, aged. 
102 years. 
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1800 (Aug. 10^^— Died» at Disungton, Ann Wilflon, aged 101 
yean* She not only retained all her fiunilUes to the hut* but 
worked hay that year> and did a variety of domestic employmenU. 

August 25. — Died, Mrs. Elizabeth Montagu, in the 80th year 
of her age. .This lady, who was the eldest waghtet ^ Matthew, 
Robinson, esq. of West I^iTton, in Yoi^shire, married in 1742, 
Edward Montagu, esq. of £!ast Denton, in Northumberland, emi- 
nent for his acquirements in science, particularly in mathema-^ 
tics. The extraordinary talents and beauty of Mrs. Montagu have 
been much extolled, and her conversation was sought by all who 
were distinguished for learning and politeness. Her excellent let- 
ters have been published in 4 vols. 8vo., and her Essay on the 
writings and genius of Shakespeare, in answer to the trifling ob- 
jections of Voltaire, must always rank with the best illustrationa 
of the bard of Avon. Mrs. Montagu survived her husband 25 
years. She fitted up Denton Hall in the Gothic stile. It is at 
present occupied by Uichard Hoyle, esq. See July 12, 1766, and 
August 5, 1770, vol. t. pp. 258, and 274. 

September 28.— Died, at her house, in Northumberland-street, 
Newcastle, aged 78 years, Mrs. Priscilla Atlee, a widow lady of 
ample fortune, meat part o£ which she expended in acts of piety 
and charity. Her remains were interred at All Saints' church; 
they were followed by thirteen coaches, and embalmed by the tears 
of the poor whom her benevolence had clothed and fed. 

This month, the foundation of the Roman wall, built by the em- 
peror Severus nearly 1600 years before, was taken up at Byker, 
east of Newcastle, in order to repair the highwa3rs. 

October 1. — ^Died, at Seaton Delaval, in Northumberland, the 
countess of Tyrconnell, after an illness of many months. She 
was the only child of the late Lord Delaval. 

The grand stand on the Town Moor, ait Newcastle, was this year 
buUt. 

This year, as some workmen were levelling a barrow, about a 

Suarter of a mile north of Bowsdon, in the parish of Lowick, in 
lorthumberland, they found two urns inverted upon broad flags, 
and containing bones, which appeared to have been partially burnt. 
Previous to this another funeral urn was turned up by the plough 
at Bowsdon HoUlns. 

1801 f^Jan. \). — The Newcastle volunteers were drawn up on 
the Sanahill, and fired three most excellent vollies in honour ot the 
legislative union between this country and Ireland. On this occa- 
sion, the corps, for the first time, mounted the union bearings in 
their colours, and marched along die bridge to the county of Dur- 
ham, where, in the presence of the Gateshead volunteers, they ex- 
pressed their resolution to be united. A similar celebration took 
place on the part of the armed association. The colours of all the 
ships at the quay were hoisted. 

January 24.—- A fire broke out in the printing-office occupied 
by Mr. John Taylor, in Church-street, Berwick, which raged with 
such violence, that the building (partly covered with thatch) was 
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entirely destroyed, together with the stock and working implements. 
Ilie fire broke out in a room used for drying printed paper. The 
loss was estimated at 1,000^ 

1801 (PA. 5>l—. Died, in the flesh Market, Newcastle, Mar- 
garet Robson, aged lOS years. She retained her faculties to the last. 
FAruary 14« — Two soldiers of the 3d Lancashire militia on for- 
lough, travelling between Durham and Auckland, were so fatigued 
and distressed by the inclemency of the weather, that one of Uiem 
on entering a public house near Butcher-row, and warming hims(^f 
by the fire, fell badkwards from his chair and expired ; the odier, 
who was somewhat forward, was found dead under the perk wall 
near Auckland, by a butcher going to Durham market. 

March 14« — ^Died, in die city of Durham, Mrs. Eleanor Crowe, 
aged 108 years. 

Mardi 26.^-The body of an old man, recognized to be that of 
an old mendicant, and his dog, were found floating in the river 
Tyne, opposite to the quay, Newcastle. They had been missing 
for more than a month, and were, dead, as they had lived, attadied 
to each other ; the cord by which the blind man had been led by 
his four-footed friend being wrapped about his wrist. 

March 27.— -A tumult took place in the corn-market at Sun- 
derland, in consequence of the price of wheat, 40t. being demanded 
by one of the dealers for a boll of that ^;rain. The populace im- 
mediately raked the kennels for dirt, with which they besmeared 
the farmer, who was glad to retreat to the Fountain inn, the win- 
dows of which house were assailed with stones and brick*bats, as 
were also those of the Half-Moon and Queen's Head. Besides the 
damage sustained in the brittle materials of the houses attacked, a 
quantity of com was madly trodden under foot, and several of the 
fiumers' carts were hurried into the Wear, one of which was seen 
floating to the sea the next morning. A justice of the peace, with 
a few constables, seized upon one of the insurgents, and committed 
him to the Cage^ but he was soon liberated by a body of the rioters. 
Things continued thus till about nine o'clock, when the justice, 
with an increased body of constables, again made their appearance, 
and read the riot act on the steps of the Greoi^ inn, by candle- 
light, but with so litde success, that it was deemed prudent to 
plant a military guard round his house during the night. In the 
midst of the anfray, a party of the Lancashire militia was called 
out ; they loaded their muskets, but received no orders to fire. 

March 31.— WanderfiU Netcs I ! I The London Courier of this 
day, and the Edinburgh Courant of April the 2d, contained ac- 
counts of the fall of tiie steeples of St. Nicholas and All Saints' 
churches, in Newcastle. The paragraph in the Courier was given 
in the form of an extract of a letter, as follows :— ** Newcastie, 
March 29. I seize the first opportunity to relate to you the un- 
expected destruction of the spire of St. Nicholas' church in this 
town, which, for elegance of design, lightness, and durability, had 
long been classed among the first productions of art in the north. 
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Yesterday evening, about eight o'clock (after experiencing a fine 
day), we had a smart shower of rain» attended with a strong 
souuierly wind, which increased considerably ; at a little before 
nine, some stones fell from the steeple, one of which unfortunately 
alighted upon a young woman, and bruised her so desperately that 
her life is in danger. It still continuing to blow strong, fears were 
entertained for the safety of the steeple ; the butchers, who expose 
their meat for sale near the church, were very alert in removing 
it; the impending danger was swiftly spread around. I, too, 
hearing of the dreadful alarm, was repairing to view the cause of 
it, when I had scarcely left the door, when the upper part of the 
steeple, and as low as the belfry, was removed from its long wonted 
situation, covering at some distance from its base, on the north side 
(called die Flesh-market), with ruins. The most painful part of 
the catastrophe is, that I, among others, have to lament the loss of 
seven of our fellow-creatures, who have fallen victims to their too 
ardent desire of saving their property ; four of them were butchers, 
one of whom belonged to Morpeth ; five more persons were se- 
verely hurt, but I trust not dangerously. A public-house near to 
the cnurch was nearly levelled with the ground, and several other 
buildings were materially damaged. It is much to be feared that 
some more persons have lost their lives, whose curiosity had led 
them to the spot, as (while I write) some are yet missing. The 
confusion this disastrous affair has occasioned, I am at a loss to 
describe ; numbers of the inhabitants are continually repairing to 
view the ruins. The fiUl of this elegant remains of ancient archi- 
tecture, which was 194 feet in height, and adorned with thirteen 
spires, has been attributed to various causes." The Edinbuif^h 
Courant of April the 2d, contained an account of the fall of All 
Saints' steeple in Newcastle, as follows : — *' Newcastle, March 27. 
The spire of that modem-built church, called All Saints, suddenly 
fell to the ground, on the south side, at about half-past 5 o'clock 
this morning. Happily no lives were lost. The cause of this ac- 
cident is generally attributed to the impropriety of building the 
spire so high, it being known, that the tower on which it was built 
had considerably shrunk." It is only necessary to say, that tliey 
were ingenious fabrications, intended for the first of April. The 
steeples are still standing, and likely to do so. For an account of 
St. Nicholas' steeple, see the year 1359, vol. t. page 50. 

1801 f April \^). — The Gazette of this day confirmed the eleva- 
tion of Lord Eldon to the important office of lord hi^h chancellor of 
Great Britain. The intelligence was received by his fellow-towns- 
men in Newcastle with the most distinguished marks of respect. 
The bells in all the churches in that town and Gateshead continued 
ringing from the arrival oi the mail till late in the evening, and 
numerous groups of his lordship s relatives and friends were form- 
ed in various parts of the neighbourhood to celebrate the event. 

Apni 19.— Died, at Walker, near Newcastle, aged 36, Mr. 
Thomas Barnes, principal viewer and agent at Walker colliery. 
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He was a man of ver^ superior abiliUes in his profession. A most 
ingenious and vet simple combination of macninery) for the pur- 
pose of regulaUng the conveyance of waggons, laden with coals* 
down an inclined plane, from Benwell coUiery, on the north side 
of the Tyne, to Uie staith at the border of the river, and for 
bringing up the waggons, when unloaded, by the same power that 
resisted its projectile impetus in the descent, was, in the year 1798, 
perfected and brought into use by Mr. Barnes. His remains lie 
mterred in Lopg Benton church-yard, where a table monument is 
erected* to his memory. 

• 1801 (Aprii 2 1 )* — In celebration of the decisive victory bbtatned 
over the Danish fleet and batteries, by Lord Nelson, the Newcastle 
volunteers, the armed association, the Gateshead volunteers, the 
Uth light dragoons, and the North York militia, had a grand field- 
day on Newcastle Town Moor, in the presence of lieut.-gen. Mur- 
ray. Similar rejoicings took place at all the neighbouring towns* 
. May 2. — About four o'clock on the morning, the iron slitting- 
mill of Messrs. Hawks and Co., near Gateshead, was discovered 
to be on fire, but by the prompt exertions of the company's work- 
men, who lived upon the spot, it was readily extinguishea. 

May 6. — The foundation-stone of the new building for the 
Sunderland Subscription Library was laid by Dr. Brown, who de- 
posited an appropriate inscription, in the presence of several mem- 
bers of the mstitution. May llUi, 1802, it was opened^ when an 
elegant breakfiut and ball were given by the subscribers to a great 
number of ladies and gentlemen. The gentlemen afterwards dined 
at the Bridge inn. 

May 21. — A terrible fire broke out in the village of Harbottle, 
Northumberland, owing to a foul chimney. Nine cottages and 
four out-houses were unfortunately destroyed by this conflagra- 
tion, the progress of which there were no means of stopping, till 
the poor inhabitants lost nearly the whole of their furniture and 
other eflects* 

June 30« — The alterations for improving and widening the 
bridge over the river Tyne, at Newcastle, were be^un under the 
management of the late Mr. David Stephenson, architect. It was 
a bold and successful undertaking. 

July 29« — The North York militia marched from Newcastle, 
and encamped on the coast near Whitburn, in the county of Dur- 
ham. The camp broke up on the 13th of October. ' 

Augutt 19. — As a cartman of Newcastle was employed with 
four horses in drawing some heavy timber ashore, near the end 
of Hillgate, Gateshead, he threw a brick at the foremost animal 
to hasten his speed. This cruel act had, however, the contrary 
effect, for the brick striking the poor animal upon the head, he 
fell back, stunned and almost lifeless, upon his fellow-labourers, and 
being all chained together, a terrible struggle in deep water imme- 
diatdy ensued, which ended not till the four horses were drowned. 

Sqj^ember 5.— Two postilions in the service of Mr. Maddocksi 
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of Wooler Haugh-head, were, on the afternoon of this day, em- 
ployed with four horses in conveying a gentleman's carriage, in 
which were hinftself and family, to Holy Island. About nine 
o'clock in the evening, the postilions set out on their return home- 
wards, with their horses, and shortly after a thick fog came on. 
Strong apprehensions were in consequence entertained by the 
islanders for their safety, which, next mominff, were found too 
fatally verified ; for soon after day-light, the homes of the two un- 
fortunate men, and one of the horses, were discovered lifeless on 
the sands. Another horse, which by some means survived, stood 
motionless beside its dead companion. The remaining two horses 
were supposed to have been buried in a quick-sand, many of which 
abound m this dangerous passage. 

1801 (Sepi. 23 J The foundation-stone of the additional build- 
ing to tlie ]fnfirraary at Newcastle, was laid by Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart, one of the vice-presidents of the charity, as representative 
of his grace the duke of Northumberland, the senior president, in 
the presence of a great concourse of spectators. Previous to the 
ceremony of laying the stone, the worthy baronet addressed the 
company assembled, in a neat speech, in which he pointed out the 
essential service rendered to numerous unfortunate members of 
society by this noble institution, and cordially recommended its 
most ample support. He paid a just tribute of applause to the 
skill and humanity of the physicians and surgeons attached to the 
charity, and to the other inferior agents in this p^eat business of 
benevolence. Sir Matthew concluded by informmg his auditory, 
that the duke of Northumberland, to his other munificent respect 
for the Infirmary, had added ten guineas, as a present to the work- 
men employed in the proposed extension. A plate with an in- 
scription was deposited in the stone. The additional building is 
of brick, the origmal of stone. See PA. dth^ 1751, voL L page 197. 

October 2« — A line of keels was moored across the river Tyne 
near Clifford's Fort, and deals laid across them from shore to shore. 
After carefully examining this extraordinary highway, Lord Mul- 
grave mounted his charger, and accompanied by General Murray, 
Major Heron, and other officers, rode over from the county 
of Durham to Northumberland. Major Heron then gidloped back 
again. Soon after, Lord Mulgrave marched the 1st regiment of 
royal Lancashire militia (accompanied by their field pieces and 
ammunition waggons) from Tynemouth barracks over diis bridge 
to the Herd Sands, when an action took place against a supposed 
enemy ; at the same time several shells were fired from a battery 
on the north side, which had a fine effect The troops were then 
marched back again, and Major Heron (afler firing three close vol- 
lies), marched Sie South Shields volunteers into Northumberland. 
The adjacent banks and hills were covered with spectators to wit- 
ness this novel sight. 

October 15w— On the signing of the preliminaries of peace be- 
tween Great Britain and the French Republic, a general illumination 
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took place in Newcastle and Gatesheadi when many loyal and 
curious devices in transparency, &c^ were exhibited.* 

1801 ('OeL26J. — About niidnighty some incendiary set fire to the 
stacks in a yard belonging to Messrs. Reed of Old Town, in the 
parish of Elsdon, by which diabolical act, seven com stacks and one 
nay stack were totally consumed. 

NofwUber 19. — John Scott, convicted of sheep stealing from 
Mr. 6. Dodd, was executed at Morpeth, pursuant to his sentence. 

December 33. — Died, at Heaton, near Newcastle, Mr. Thomas 
Thompson. Although blind, he was very famous for his judgment 
in cows, of which he purchased many in the markets. 

This month, died at Longhorsley, Mr. John, Buddler, fiirmer, 
aged 101 jrears. 

This year, FVamwellgate and Brasside Moors, and Witton Gil- 
bert Common ^8,400 acres), all in the county of Durham, were 
divided. The late bishop ^Harrington) had one sixteenth of the 
soil allotted, and all the mmes. This venerable prelate appro- 
priated one third of his whole allotment to the founoing of schools 
wiUiin the county of Durham. 

1602 (Jan. 1), — About one o'clock on the morning, part of thf 
wall (to the length of 60 or 70 feet) of All Saints' church- yard, New- 
castle, fell into Silver-street, with a tremendous crash, knocking in 
the doors and windows of some of the houses opposite, and exposing 
to view many coffins and their contents, and vast quantities of human 
bones. Happily no lives were lost, nor was any person injured. 

May 4.^-*Being the day appointed by the magistrates of New- 
castle, for proclaiming the peace between Great Britain and the 
French Republic, the mornmg was ushered in by the ringing of 
bells, which continued at intervals during the day. At noon the 
Newcastle Volunteers, the Armed Association, and the Gateshead 
Volunteers, with their respective bands, were under arms, on the 
Sandhill, to receive the members of the corporation with the re- 
galia, attended by the officers of the police, eighteen free porters, 
carrying each an ancient battle axe, sixteen with javelins, and six- 
teen with halberts. The civil autliorities were then surrounded 
by the military to keep off the crowd, and the sound of trumpets 
announced that his majesty's proclamation was about to be read. 
This was done by Mr. Richard Hill, the town-marshal ; the town 
sword (which had been borne unsheathed) was now sheathed, after 
which, the procession moved forward to the westend of Mosley- 
street, and then to the V\liite Cross in Newgate-street, at each 
of which places the proclamation was read. The whole returned 
in good order to the Sandhill, where, after a feu de joie^ wine 
was handed to the magistrates and the military, and the occasion 
of the day was drunk with the enthusiasm of acclamation it so well 
merited. 

May 25. — The Society of Arts presented the silver medd, and 
W gmneas to Mr. Henry Greathead, of South Shields, for his in- 
vention of the life boat. 

* For a particnlar account of this illuraiiuition, me " Aeeomiii vf Bigakimgi 
and lUmnimifym in Nemxutkand Gakthead;' published bj John Sykes. 
TOL. II. C 
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1802 (June \}. — On thU day wu publUhed in Newcastle, by 
Mr. John MiMhell, the firgt number of the Tyne Mercury and 
Northumberland and Durham (iazette. It is at present published ' 
by his son and successor, Mr. William Andrew Mitchell, the editor. 
■ ^^—"^^ French emigrant clergy, who had been resident 
m Newcastle and its neighbourhood, sbce October 1796, took their 
departure for their own country. They left behind them a most 
grateful address to their benefactors, written in their native language. 
T iLORiu-sTRZET gate, part of 
the town wallof Newcastle, was 
commenced being pulled down 
on the 30th of June this year. 
It had been long complained 
of;* frequent instances having 
occurred, where it was found 
necessary to take off part of the 
loading of a waggon, before a 
passwe through the gate could 
be e^cted. A catmon ball was 
found in the wall, weighing 
more than 22 lbs.; allowing for waste, this had, in all probabili^, 
been a 24 pounder, and thrown during the siege of the towa in 
1614. See vol. i. page 97. In 1716 this gate Mas repaired and 
beautified at the expense of the company of House Carpenters, 
whose hall or meeting-room was above the gateway, and in 1771 
convenient foot passages were opened out on each side of it, pre- 
vious to which, foot patserfgers must have passed through the horse 
road. . 

July 22.— Died, in Hillgate, Gateshead, Alice Carr, aged 102 
years. 

August 23. — J6hn Carleton, was executed at Durham, for firing 
a pistol loaded with powder, at Mr. Thomas Greenwell, grocer in 
Gateshead, whose warehouses he and other accomplices were at- 
tempting forcibly to enter. 

SepiMtber 2. — A life-boat, built by Mr. Greathead, of South 
Shields, arrived at Bamborough castle, under die care of the Mer- 
maid cutter, captain Smith, and was received with a discharge of 
cannon from the battery, and the greatest joy of the people. 

September 3, — The owners of Percy Main colliery, accompanied 
by a great number of the neighbouring gentlemen, and the wo^- 
nien belonging to the colliery, walked in procession with the first 
wa^on-ioad of coals from the winning to the staith at Whitehill 
Pomt upon the river Tyne. On their arrival at the staitb, the 
waggon was taken to the spout, where a ship was in readiness to 
receive the coal, into which they were immediately discharged. 

* In October 1770,a petition, signed by the inbabitanta of Pilgrim^treet, 
NarthuiiiberUnd'4tre«t, and other ports of the town, wm presented to the 
nugistntes and common council of Newcastle, prsylng that application mi^it 
be mtde fbr leave to lake down Pi1grim4treet gate, which would-be of the 
greatest convenience, and at the tune time an excellent improvement of the 
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At the instant of the coal being delivered, a salute of artillery was 
fired, the band playing << J%e Keel Bow" The company then form- 
ed a circle, when ** Success to Percy Main" was drunk with three 
times three cheers. The procession then returned to the winning, 
where a plentiful dinner was prepared, which the company, consist- 
ing of 150 gentlemen, sat down to at one table, under a covering 
erected for the purpose, at three o'clock ; after dinner appropriate 
toasts were drunk, and the afternoon was spent with the greatest 
conviviality. All the workman belonging to the colliery were 
plentifnlly regaled with beef and plum pudding, strong beer and 
punch, and mey amused themselves with music and dancing till a 
late hour. 

1802 fNov. 15 J^ — About eleven o'clock at night, an alarming 
fire was discovered to have broken out in the steam-engine and 
boring mill, at the extensive iron works of Messrs. Hawks and Co., 
near Gateshead. From the violence of the flames, great fears were 
entertained that the whole premises would have been consumed, 
but from the calmness of the evening, and the strenuous exertions 
of the firemen, aided by the public, their ravages were confined to 
the building first attacked. 

Nontmber 16. — The Literary and Philosophical Society of New- 
castle, instituted a perpetual lectureship on Natural and Experi- 
mental Philosophy, and appointed the Rev. William Turner, lec- 
turer, to the enaowment of which, the duke of Northumberland 
subscribed 200/., and the bishop of Durham 100/. The introduc- 
tory lecture was delivered on the above day. 

riiis month, died at Durham, in the 88th year of his age, Mr. 
Robert Harrison, a profound mathematician. From his knowledge in 
mathematics, he was appointed Jan. the 14th, 1757, master of the 
Trinity-house school in Newcastle, where he also took private pupils ; 
of whom, among others of great respectability, were tlie present 
earl of Eldon, and his brother, Lord Stowell. He was acquainted 
with almost every known language, and possessed a most acute 
memory. Having resigned his situation at Newcastle, he retired 
to Durham, where he spent the remainder of his life. Mr. Harri- 
son is described as dressing very neat, a dark blue coat without a 
collar, but not exactly a century old in fashion. When he walked 
out, he wore a triangular hat, and carried a cane with a large amber 
head to it. He suffered his beard to grow for some time before his 
death. He was generally known in Durham and Newcastle, by 
the denomination of Phi&sopher Harrison^ which he probably de- 
rived from his having in conjunction with Mr. Isaac lliompson, 
given lectures on Natural and Experimental Philosophy^ See 
Januarff 6iA, 1776, voL upage 304. 

December 7* — About twelve o'clock at night, a fire of the most 
alarming kind broke out in the premises at the Ousebum, near New- 
castle, occupied as a pottery by Messrs. Yelloley and Co., which 
entirely consumed the same, and the whole of the stock on hand. 

A very elegant octagonal light-house, from a design by Mr. 
Fickemeil, engineer, was this year built near the extremity of the 
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north pier at Sunderland. It is built of freestone, and ia 68 feel in 
height from the pier to the underside of the cap. 

1802^ — This jear a dispensary was established at North Shields 
under the patronage of his grace the duke of Nothumberland* It 
is supported bj bequests, donations, and annual subscriptions. 

Several curious brass spear heads were this year found in making 
a ditch near Cheesebum Grange, in Northumberland. 

1803 (Jan. 4^^-^Died, in Union-street, Newcastle, i^^ 77, 
Mr. Luke Long, of eccentric and fieu^etious memory ; better known 
by the appellation i3>{ Doetor Long. The doctor, in one of his ad- 
vertisements, says, that he " was a student in Edinburgh, and a 
pupil in London, and has been in great part of Europe, Africii, and 
America." At an early period of life, he had been a surgeon's- 
mate in different ships on the coast oi Africa ; and hence his ex- 
ploits^ adventureSf and hair-breadth escapes, became ever after, 
particularly on convivial occasions, the common topics of his prolix 
conversation. As he claimed consanguinity to the great Doctor 
Sydenham, he named a son Sydenham Long. Ailer he bec^ame 
atationary in Newcastle, he was for some time employed as an 
apothecary in the town, but from the various improvements that 
had taken place in the science, (the doctor strictly adherine 
•to the practice of the old school^) his business gradually dwindled 
into insien^cance, and he was afterwards obliged to stock his shop 
with ribbons^ tapes, blacking bcUU, brushee^, Sfc, in addition to those 
qI^ Daffifs Elixir y Anderson* s Pillsy Worm Cakes, Sfc. Sfc^ which 
singular medley would have formed a very curious catalogue. The 
doctor was very garrulous, and had something to relate of almost 
every person and subject. Very early in life he was a candidate fiir 
popidarity, as the following notice, which was circulated in the year 
1759, will testify i*~^* Mr. Leng, surgeon, on ike Higk Bridge, 
Newcastle, will bleed angpoor person, gratis, at kis house, every 
Sunday Morning, from seven to ten, during the Summer seasons^* 
In person he was a short thick man, and assuming a very pompous 
and dignified demeanour, gave him a yery prrfessional appearance. 
He was usually dressed in black with a cocked kai, white wig, and 
gold keaded cane, the taUsman of the old sckooL 

January 8, 9, 10. — There was a tremendous storm with the wind 
at east, which did a great deal of damage to the shipping on the 
c6ast of Duriiam and Northumberland. 

February S, — A subscription library was founded at South 
Shields, supported by annual subscriptions. 

March 13 — Died, at North Shields, Mr. William Morris, ship- 
wright, aged 102 years. 

March 14. — An impress by the Serjeants at mace and con- 
stables, broke out in Newcastle in consequence of the re-commence- 
ment of hostilities by the French. 

JfarcA.— Died, at Birtley, Mr. George Robson, aged 102 years. 

April d.*^A gold ring was found in harrowing a piece of ground 
near Halton Chesters. It weighed 8 dwts. 15 grs., was set with a 
amall blue stone slightly injured, and was afterwards worn by he/fy 



A. B. 1803.] XBUA^EABLS KVBNTS. ■ 18 

ShokeU of Matfeu. The following m n^iracepUtJoiii of the ring 
and of th* stone. 




1803 ^^p^;.— Died, in the lelaad of Trinidad, Henry Swin- 
burne, esq^ the celebrated traveller, youqgest son of the late Sir 
John Swinbiimei bart., of C^beaton, u Nortbuaiberland. He wai 
educated at Scorton School, in Yorkshire, and a^rwards studied 
at Paris, Bordeaux, and in the Royal Academy at Turin. In 
1774, he and his kdy traTolled on the continent tor the express 
purpose of induMng their taste for antiquities and the fine arts. 
On bis return to England, he retired to his seat at Hamslerley, in 
the county of Durham. He published his " TravtU in Spain", 
4<to. 1779, and afterwards " Traveli in the Two Siciliet," 2 rols. 
Ito. 1783. By the marriage of his only daughter to Paul Benfield, 
esq.,* be betkine involted in the ausfortunes of that speculator 
and obtained a place in the newly-ceded settleiuest of Tiinidad, 
where he died. 

Mag 9. — Died, of a paralvtic attack, Sur Robert fhamben, a 
jwtive of Newcastle, where ne was born in Uie year 17ST, and 
educated at the Free Grammar School in that town. He after- 
wards went to Oxford, and in July, 1751, he was chosen exhibi- 
.tioner of Lincoln collie, and afterwards became fellow of Univer- 
sity college. In January, 1762, he was dected by the universi^ 
Vinerian Professor of the Laws of England. In 1768, he was 
offered the fqipointmsnt of att(wney-gen»«l in Jamaica, whidi be 
thought proper to decline. In 1773, he accepted the appointment 
of second judge in the sujH^me court of judicature in Bengal, then 
first established ; Mr. Impey, afterwards Sir Eluah, being chief- 
justice. Id 1780, be received the honour of kni^Uiood, as an ex- 
press act of royal approbation. In 17^ he lost bis scm, when oo 
nis passage to England for educatim, in the Grosvenor East Indian 
man. On the resignation of Sir Elijah Impey, in 1701, £ir Robert 
was advanced to the office of cbief-justioe, and in 1797, he became 

* A[*il i B 1 0, died, at Parii, in indicent dm 
vhosD fiirtaiae on his return fitan Iwm a few 
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president of the Asiatic Society. In 1799, he returned to Ene- 
umd ; and in the autumn of 1802, he went to France for his healm, 
and died in Paris, as above stated. His body was brought to Eng- 
land by his widow, and on the 23d of May, was interred in the 
Temple church, London. Sir Robert had a brother, William, who 
was mterpreter of the supreme court in Bengal, over whidi Sir 
Robert presided. 

1803 (Mmf 10^.»«A great number of keelmen were imfuressed 
at Shields, by which the coal trade was much impeded. After 
being inspected, fifty-three were retained and sent away. 

June 9. — Died suddenly, at the Wheat-sheaf inn, near the Vir- 
ginia water, in Windsor Great Park, aged 46, Joseph Richardson, 
Esq., M. P. for Newport, and one of the proprietors of Drury-lane 
theatre* Mr. R. was a native of Hexham, and while at college 
he distinguished himself by the elegance, beauty, and vigour of 
his prose and poetical compositions. He was the author of << The 
Fugitive/' a comedy ; <* Probationary Odes for the Laureatshrp,** 
** The RoUiad/* Ac. &c. He left a widow and four daughters to 
lament his loss. On the I3th« his body was interred in Egham 
church-yard. A portrait of Mr. Richardson is prefixed to his 
^^ Memainsr 

June 16. — The keelmen of the Tyne, who had been impressed 
on the 10th of the preceding month, returned home, government 
having agreed to take substitutes for them; and on the 30th, 
eighty men, raised as substitutes to serve in his Majesty's navy, 
went down the river Tyne in a keel, to be shipped for the Nore. 
These were fumbhed to government at the joint expense of the 
keelmen to prevent them being liable to the impress. 

June 26« — Three tents were burnt down on the Town Moor, 
Newcastle, supposed by an incendiary. 

June 30. — ilie banking-house of Messrs. Surtees and Burdon, 
in Newcastle, stopped pajrment. This to a great number of people 
was a most disastrous circumstance. 

^tt^t»^2.— The committee who received the enrolment of mem- 
bers to serve in the Newcastle Loyal Associated Volunteer Infant- 
ry, finished their sittings, after having sworn in upwards of 1,200 
men, who had boldly come forward to serve their country at that 
important crisis. On the following day, a numerous and respect- 
able meeting of the members was held in the merchants' Court, 
when the foSowing gentlemen were nominated and approved of as 
officers : — Sir M. W. Ridley, hart, colonel ; M. W. Ridley, esq., 
1st lieutenant colonel ; Anthony Hood, esq., 2d lieutenant colond; 
John Hodgson, of Elswick, esq., 1st major ; William Grieve, esq., 
2d major ; William Ingham, esq., to be surgeon ; Isaac Cookson, 
jun., C. D. Purvis, Malin Sorsbie, Robert Clayton, John Brumell, 
Thomas Hopper, Robert Yelloley, Thomas Clarke, Thomas Smith, 
and Dixon Brown, esqrs., to be captains ; John Gray, William 
Lloyd, W. R. Calender, William Boyd, Richard Roeerson, Robert 
Pinkney, Robert Pearson, Samuel Walker Parker, WiuiamCuthbert, 
and Benjamin Sorsbie, esqrs., to be 1st lieutenants ; William Abbs, 
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'Wright, Job James Bulmao, John Hall» Thomas RankiD, 
Smithy jun«y William John Grey, William Fisher, Taylor 
^nship, and William Peters, esqr&y to be 2d lieutenants ; Wiluam 
Dixon, gentleman, to be adjutant ; Mr. Edward Milbum and Mr. 
William Heaton, to be seijeant majors. August 24th, the mem- 
bers, consisting of ten companies, were marched from their respect- 
ive parades to the town moor, to receive their colonel Sir M. W» 
Ridley, hart. The corps was then formed three-deep, and though 
without their uniforms or muskets, made a formidable appearance. 
On the arrival of the worthy colonel in front of the line, he was 
most cordially cheered with three times three by the whole corps. 
About the middle of October, they received thenr muskets, and on 
the 24th, had a general muster for the first time imder arms, in a 
fidd called Blackett's field, outside of the town's wall, near the Pos- 
tern gate. Their uniform consisted of a scarlet jad^et, with blue 
fiaM:ings, cap and feather, white breeches, and full black gaiters. 
November 22d, the corps marched to the Town Moor, for the double 
purpose of receiving their colours and beins inspected by Colonel 
blakeney, inspecting field-officer. Sir M. W. Ridley, on deliver- 
ing the colours to Uie ensigns, made a very appropriate speech ; 
the inspection then commenced, after which the corps went throwh 
the various evolutions with great precision. The colonel, after the 
business of the day was over, presented each company with ten 
guineas, to make merry with on the occasion. There was also a 
grand dbner at Loftuss, During the inspection, &c., the New- 
castle Volunteers kept the grouno. 

1803 (Aug. 9^.— Died, at Newcastle, Mr. William Chamley, 
aged 76 years, bookseller, and father of the trade in tha^ town ; 
highly and justly respected for his literary and professional talents, 
his strict integrity and social worth. His view of human nature 
was enlarged and liberal, and the natural dignity of his mind was 
tempered with the purest urbanity. Mr. Chamley, on behalf of 
the public, strenuously advocated their rights to the valuable li- 
braryat St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, bequeathed to them by 
Dr. Thomlinson. A portrait of Mr. Charnley, is engraved for pri- 
vate distribution. 

August 15. — John Moses was executed at Durham, pursuant to 
his sentence, for stealing a quantity of linen-drapery goods, in the 
.shop of Benjamin Jackson, of Bamardcastle. 

iieptember 3. — The foundation stone of an elegant new bridge of 
cast iron was laid on the north side of the river Tees, at Eggles- 
diffe, in the county of Durham. This bridge afterwards fell down. 

September 23. — Died» Mr. Joseph Ritson, a native of Stockton, 

and bom Oct.* 2d, 1752. Mr. Ritson was bred to the law, but a 

passion for ancient English poetry, rhyme, and ballad, induced him 

. to become an indefatigable collector in this way. At one period 

Ritson had possessed a competent property, but it was amongst 

. his anomalies, that, though he detested gambling, he had ventured 

to speculate with nearly his whole fortune in the funds, and the 

.revulsion consequent on the peace of Amiens, swept away most of 
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his oapital. Under these circumstancee he sold a portion of his 
vetj valuable library by auction, and the remabder was reluctandy 
disposed of by his nephew at Leigh and Sotheby's in December 
1803. He abstained on a principle of humanity from the use of 
animal food, and published a book in defence of his opinion. He 
hid a considerable turn for topogt^hy, and assisted both Brewster 
and Hutchinson in theu: respective histories. Many of Ritson's 
worics (some of which were printed at Newcastle), are become ex- 
tremely rare. He died in a deplorable state of mental derange- 
meiit. There is no good portrait of Ritson, only a caricature, a 
print, and a slight etching (kx the Literary Anecdotes), both which 
seem to be taken from the caricature. There is also a black profile 
prefixed to his memoirs. 

1808 fSepL fl5J. — An explosion took place in Wallsend colliery, 
by whicn unfortunate circumstance, thirteen individuals lost their 
lives. 

Stpiemher B6.«^Being the day appointed by Mr. Simon Temple 
to celebrate die opening of his colliery at Jarrow, the fineness of tlie 
day, and the general invitation, drew many thousands of people to 
witness the passage of the coals to the ship, Fox, which lay, highly 
decorated with colours, to receive them. Early on the morning, the 
South Shields bells announced the intended feast, and all the ships 
in Shields harbour immediately hoisted their colours. About ten 
o'clock Mr. Temple arrived at South Shields, to proceed with the 
shipwiights, attended by the bands of the Nortiiumberland and 
Anglesea militias, to the place of festivity, celebrated in eatly times 
as Uie birth place of Bede. Immediately on his arrival in the mar- 
ket-place, the shipwrights took the horses out of the carriage, and 
drew him, attended by his lather and three sons to Jarrow, mth 
fli^ flying, and music playing. On Jarrow bridge he was met 
by a large assemblage of gentlemen, headed by Sir Cuthbert Heron, 
hart, who greeted mm on his arrival. Their first step was to lav the 
foundation stone of*a sdiool, for the education of the poor children 
of the various workmen employed by Mr. Temple. This was done 
by his eldest son, Mr. Vniliam Temple, amidst the plaudits o£ the 
whole company. They next proceeded to lay the foundation stone 
of a building intended as a seminary for the instruction of poor fe- 
males in offices more suitable to their sex than several of their em- 
ployments in the north of England. These commendable acts being 
finished, the procession moved to another part of the estate, to lay 
tiie foundation stone of a fever-house and hospital, for such of the 
families emj^yed in Mr. Temple's various works as might require 
these comforts. By this time, several of the clergy of the cathe- 
-dral of Durham, the ^corporation barge of NewcasSe, with several 
members of that body, and a great number of the most respectable 
gentlemen from all parts of die country, had arrived. They now 
proceeded to the more immediate cause of dieir meeting and the 
waggons being loaded ^ritb coals, were taken to the ship, under 
lite banners of tlie South Shields loyal volunteers, which were 
then unftnled, and a genend discharge of artillery, the music 
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playing ** Weel may the Keel Bow,* and other appropriate tunes. 
It was supposed that not less than 10,000 people were assembled 
on this occasion. In a tent prepared for their entertainment, 
about 300 gentlemen sat down to dinner. The workmen, in num- 
ber 500, cuned at a long table without. After dinner, a great 
number of lojal and applicable toasts were given. 

1803 fOct, ^). — ^The Newcastle volunteers, commanded hj 
Lieut-Col. Clennell, assembled near the Forth to receive their 
colours, which had been deposited in the mansion-house at their 
previous disembodiment. Thomas Smith, esq., mayor, with a 
suitable speech, presented the colours to the commander, who ad- 
dressed tne corps in a handsome and appropriate speech, which 
was received with three times three cheers. The corps .went 
through their evolutions and firings with great precision. The 
peculiarity of the uniform (very dark green) worn by the com- 
pany of riflemen attached to the corps, attracted very general 
attention. Part of the Gateshead volunteers attended to keep the 
ground. The corps afterwards dined at Loftus's, and spent the day 
«with social mirth. 

October 25. — The Newcastle waggon train, consisting of upwards 
of 150 waggons and carts, with their horses and drivers, enrolled 
for the service of government in case of invasion, were mustered 
upon the Town Moor, in the presence of the mayor, and several of 
the magistrates and other respectable gentlemen. The drivers 
were dressed in uniform frocks, and the whole had a good appear- 
ance. 

November 6. — The Durham armed association was ^in called 
out on the re-commencement of the war, and had their first parade 
on the above day. CoL Fenwick resigned the command from ill 
health in 1806, when a handsome piece of plate was presented to 
him by the commissioned and non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates. November 30th, 1806, £dward Shipperdson, esq., succeed- 
ed to the command, and the corps remained embodied till March 
24th, 1813, when the^ had their last parade, and extended their 
services to the local militia. A handsome piece of plate was pre- 
sented to Colonel Shipperdson by the officers and privates^ April 
19th, 1813. 

November 16« — ^The Gateshead volunteers, commanded by Cuth- 
bert Ellison, of Hebbum, esq., paraded in Oakwell-gate, prepara- 
tory to marching to the field, where they were to receive their 
colours. About half-past twelve o'clock they arrived on the ground, 
which was previously kept by the Newcastle vdunteers, when the 
line was formed, the centre opposite the stand erected for the ac- 
commodation of the ladies. As soon as Mrs. Ellison, who presented 
the colours, had taken her station, supported on the rignt by the 
right honourable the earl of Strathmore, and on the left by John 
Carr, esq., she was received with a general salute, the ceremony 
then commenced by the regiment going through the manual 
exercise ; after which, thr^e sides of the square were formed by 
the corps, the stand in front making the fourth. The colonel then 
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dismounted and ascended the platfomiy when Mrs. Ellison address- 
ed him in an appropriate speech. She then delhrered the cotoura 
into the hands of Colonel Ellison, who replied in a strain of manly 
eloquence ; he afterwards addressed the corps, and delivered the 
standards in charge of the ensigns. Afler going throc^h ▼arions 
manceuvres, the Whole was concluded with a general salute, the 
colours were then taken to Mr. Bertram's, the Goat-inn, Gateshead, 
where they were deposited. The right honourable the ear) of 
Strathmore, John Cur, esq., Brook Richmond, esq., rev. Dr. 
Prosser, aond several other gentlemen, together with the officers of 
the Newcastle volunteers, afterwards dined with the Gateshead 
^olmiteets, ait Bertram's. The men were regaled at the different 
pubHc houses in Gateshead with dinners, Ac. 

As it is impossible within the limits of this work to particularise 
every corps which came forward in the counties of Durham and 
Northtmiberland, on the re-commeneement of hostilities, it may 
be briefly stated, that ahnost every town and village furnished vo- 
lunteers, who came forward with an alacrity truly astonishing. 

1803 (Nov. 29^.— Died, at North Shields, Ann Turner, at the 
very advanced age of 105 years. She retained her faculties to the 
last. 

December 20. — About five o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in the Tyne steam-engine paper mill, at Felling-shore, near 
Gateshead, belonging to Messrs. Hawks and Co., which, in a short 
time, entirely consumed the stock, machinery, and buildings. 

December 26.^ — ^A volunteer corps of artificers for Newcastle, 
under the command of David Stephenson, esq., architect, took the 
oath of allegiance in the mayor's chamber. Their uniform was 
a blue jacket, and trowsers, and a round hat. 

December 27. — Died, in the Infirmary, at Newcastle, Thomas 
Houston, brass founder, aged 26 years. He was the author of 
<< The Race to Hell,** '< Progress of Madness'* << Poems, Odes, 
and Songs,** ^ The Term-dag, or, the Un/usi Steward,'* a comedy, 
and various other pieces of considerable merit. He was interred 
in the burial ground belongmg to the Infirmftry. 

The chapel at Whitworth, in the county of Durham, was rebuilt 
about this year. 

1804 (Jan* 7^.^- About two o'clock on the morning (Sunday), 
the cotton manufactory belonging to Messrs. Salvili, near 8u 
Oswald's church, in the city of Durham, was discovered to be on 
fire in the upper stories ; the alarm was instantly given, and the 
Durham volunteers were quickly ofn the spot. The inhabitants alao 
assembled in great numbers to give assistance, and although the 
fire engines had speedily arrived from the difierent churches, yet 
the fire continued to gain ground, and at about three o'clock the 
roof fell in. The flames were now seen for miles around the city, 
as if bursting from a burning crater. Towards daylight the confla-> 
gration abated, but the building was reduced to a shell. The south 
front fell in at eight o'clock, and other portions gave way in the 
course of the day. 
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1804 ^«/ait. 18^-^A dreadful fire hroke out in the brewory at 
the Low Lights, North Shields, belouging to Henry Coward> esq. 
It was first discovered about four o'clock on the morning, and was 
vol got under unt^ considerable damage was done. 

FArwasrg i. — In ihe evening of this day, a considerable degree 
^ hustle and conf^on prevailed in Newcastle on the subject of 
invasion. 1^ military, both horse and foot, were all in motion, 
and the drums of the Staffordshire militia beat to arms. There 
were stfcong musters of the Newcastle loyal armed association and 
volunteers, of the Gateshead volunteers, Usworth legion, and 
Derwent rangers. An officer's guard was mounted at the head- 
.qvarters of the Gateshead volunteers during the night, in order to 
jassemble the regiment as quickly as possible^ should any further par- 
^ulaoB txanspire relative to the nature of the alarm. In short, sudi 
a display of zeal and ardour in behalf of the countrv was manifested 
f1)y all descriptions of men as could not be surpassed. On the foUow- 
iiigjnorning, the same cause excited a considerable degree of alarm 
.at Durham. Major Mowbray (notwithstanding several of his corps, 
were at a few mnes distance) despatched messengers, and had his 
whole tcorps in readiness to assemble on the Palace-green in less 
than two hours, fully equipped for the field. The North Durham 
corps, commanded by Sir Camabv Haggerstone, were in Berwick 
^1 Wednesday. On Thursday, die guards were all doubled, and 
the volunteers put upon gandson duty ; orders were also issued by 
ihie majror, that no person was to be seen on the ramparts after eight 
o'clock 4n tbeeyeping. Report amused the public during the whole 
■of Wednesday, with a variety of vague and improbable rumours; 
but the most likely on Thursday was, that the whole had originat- 
ed in a mistake, of taking the bumii^ of whins on Lammer-muir 
hills for the lighting. of the signids. To prevent a similar mistake, 
the corporation of Newcastle published the following notice : — *< In 
order to prevent any Alarm in the Country, Notice is hereby given, 
that the undermentioned Signals, intended to be made use of in 
in case of Invasion, bujt only in the Event of the GenercU Officer, 
commanding^ hut Majesty's Forces in this District, giving Orders for 
the Removal of the Inhabitants and Stock of this Town, will be 
.made for the information of the Inhabitants, on Tuesday the 20th 
day of March instant, between 12 and I o'Clock at Noon, and be- 
tween 8 and 9 o'Clock in die Evening ; and that such Signals will 
be a Bed Flag.by Day, and a Light bv Night, hoisted at the fol« 
lowing Places ; (Viz.)— The Castle, St. Nicholas' Church, AH Saints' 
Church, St. Anorew's Church, and the Tower at the Westgate, ac- 
companied by Five Minute Guns, fired at each of the following 
iPlaces ; (viz.)— << The Casde, All Saints' Church , Newgate, and 
Wes^ate. Thomas Smith, mayor. — Newcastle, I6ta March, 
1804. ' Agreeably to nodce, the signals were tried at the above 
places, and they were sufficiendy seen in every direction to an- 
swer the purpose for which they were intended. 

March 24. — The new graving dock at St Peters' Quay, east of 
Newcastle, buih by Mr. William Row, was completed and took in 
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the Henry and the Colpits, two vessels of above SOO tons burthen. 
It was capable of receiving vessels of twelve feet water. 

1804 (April 6 J, — About eleven o'clock at niffht, a most terri le 
fire broke out in the extensive glass-works befonging to Messrs. 
Blackett and Co., at South Shields, which, in a rew hours, com- 
pletely destroyed the building, together with most of the stock 
and utensils contained in the same. The whole of the damage 
was estimated at £3000. 

Aprils. — Died, at the house of her grandson, in Gateshead, 
Mrs. Ann Parkin, aged 104 years. She enjoyed a good state of 
health till within a few months of her death. 

AprU 12. — Died, at the vicarage house, in Newcastle, in the 45tli 
year of his age, the Rev. Joseph Dacre Carlyle, B. D., and mem- 
ber of the Society of Antiquaries, London. Mr. C. was the son 
of George Carlyle, M. D., of Carlisle, and bom in that cit^, June 
4th, 1758. There he received his early education, and m 1775 
entered of Christ's College, Cambridge, which he afterwards quit' 
ted for Queen's College. After leaving college, he settled in Car- 
lisle, where he obtained one of the two pari£ churches, of which 
he performed the duties many years. In 1793, he took his de^ee 
of B. D., and the following year was elected to the professorship of 
Arabic. In 1795 he was called to the chancellorship of the diocese 
of Carlisle, vacated by die celebrated Dr. PfJey. In 1799, from his 
great skill in oriental literature, he was appomted by Mr. Pitt to 
attend the embassy of the earl of Elgin, to tne Ottoman Court; to 
this he agreed, but had no official situation. Whilst at Constanti- 
nople he was admitted (according to expectation) into the libraries, 
and made catalogues of the works which they contained ; after a 
residence of some months in the capital, he undertook, with a small 
party, a very extensive expedition into the provinces of the empire. 
His route lay through Asia Minor, and through countries which 
had not been penetrated by Europeans since the Turkish conquest 
This was a very hazardous journey. He spent some time in the 
Troad, and surveyed with accuracy the site which had been as- 
signed to ancient Troy. After a long journey by land, he took 
shipping and sailed (touching at many of the Grecian Islands) to 
Alexandria, where he found Sir Sidney Smitli, aboard the ^^ Ti^," 
with whom he spent six weeks. From Egypt he proceeded into 
Syria, and spent some time in Jerusalem, and other remarkable 
parts of the Holy-land, from whence he returned to Constantinople, 
where he resided some time. He next travelled into Greece and 
visited the ruins of some of its most celebrated cities. He visited 
the plain of Marathon, where the monument of Miltiades still re- 
mains* With great labour he made catalogues of all the works in 
the twenty-two libraries which are contained in the twenty-two 
monasteries of Mount Athos. In this he was assisted by the Rev. 
Philip Hunt,* chaplain to the embassy. Many of the monks im- 
pressed him with a high opinion of their abilities and learning. 

s 

* This divine is a native of Newcastle, and had his early education at the 
Grammar School there. 
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Before his return to England, he made a tour through part of 
Italy, from whence he proceeded through the Tyrol and part of 
Germany, and landed in England in September 1801. Dunng his 
absence he had visited the most celebrated countries of the old 
world. Soon afler his return he was presented by the bishop 
of Carlisle to the vicarage of Newcastle, into which living he was 
inducted October 5th, 1801, but, unfortunately for literature and hts 
friends, he did not long enjoy his promotion. His health had pro- 
bably been injured by the fatigues of his travels, and the variety of 
climate he had endured, and lie laboured for a considerable tune 
under a painful and distressing malady which terminated his 
existence as above stated. He lies buried at St. Cuthbert's, Carlisle, 
with the rest of the family. See an extract of a letter from Mr* 
Oarfyle to the ehurekuKtrdens of St NuAoias^ voU u page 51. 

1804 (April 1%)^ — ^The agreement was closed between the 
stewards of the incorporated companies of Newcastle and an agent 
from government, for eleven acres of ground on the Town Moor, at 
a rent of dC55. per annum, on which to erect a large depdt for mili- 
tary stores, barracks, stabling, &c. These erections were com- 
pleted in April, 1806. 

April 27. — ^The fair for the sale of live stock opened at Tyne- 
mouth for the first time, as did that at North Shields for the sale 
of all other goods, and for the hiring of servants. The business of 
the day began at the Bull Ring, North Shields, by the assembling 
of a number of gentlemen, accompanied by his grace the duke of 
Northumberland s tenants all on horseback. The proclamation was 
first read by the bailiff of Tynemouthshire and clerk of the market, 
when the procession moved forward to the market-place; the 
duchess of Northumberland's own bagpiper, in his proper habili- 
ments, mounted upon a white pony, and playing the fiivourite air 
of '^ My Jockey stays long at the Fair" in the van ; next to him the 
bailiff of the manor (Mr. Weatherby), and his deputy ; then the 
gentlemen and tenants, two and two. When they arrived at the 
Fost-office, another proclamation was made ; thev then proceeded 
to Tynemouth-casUe gates, and proclaimed the fair Uiere, and from 
thence to the place where the ancient cross of Tynemouth stood, 
in the days of the priory. After making another proclamation, ac- 
companied by three cheers, the piper performed some northern airs 
in a st^Ie that would have done honour to Courtney, Gow, or Allan. 
The rercy tenantry cavalry attended in uniform, and afterwards 
dined together at one of the inns, when a number of appropriate 
toasts were drunk. The fairs are held here twice a year, viz:— on 
the last Friday in April, and the first Friday in November. 

April 29. — ^The Newcastle volunteers, commanded by Lieut. 
Col. Clennell, commenced in Newcastle their twenty-one days of 
permanent duty, which they undertook with an ardour and alacrity 
nighly honouraole to the corps. 

AprU SO. — The North Shields and Tynemouth volunteers en- • 
tered upon permanent duty for one month ; the guards of Clifford's 
fort, Tynemouth barracks, and the Spanish battery, were delivered 
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«jp to them. The oorapanv in Clifford's fort had not been In pos- 
session of it more than four hours, when Miyor Doyle, of the 
light brigade^ irom Sunderland, crossed the Tyne, in « large flat* 
txittomed boat, accompanied by one company of the 6l8t regiment, 
^ne company of the Northumberland mdi^ and one company of 
the Lanark militia. The major gallc^ped up -to <iie fort gate and 
demanded eotrsncef but was answered by Colonel LioskiU in the 
joegative. The colonel instantly made a signal for reinforcements, 
when another company of volunteers raardied down the hill ficom 
Dockwray-square, and commenced a sharp sham action on the 
Low4ight8 bridge, while the men in the fort made a sally, and the 
battle became general ; much skill and appar^it toourage were dis- 
played on .both aides, the contencting parties at intervals charging 
bayonets, and the engi^iement ended in the retreat of the assail- 
ants. During the contest, a party of tiie volunteers crossed the 
Tyne, and struck the tents of the besie^g party. 

1804 {May SI5>^.— This day (Friday )> being the general fiist, 
the Newcastle loyal associated volunteer mfantry assembled on 
their jwrade ground, from whence they marched to St. Nicholas' 
church, and attended divine service. The same day their route 
arrived for the performance of permanent duty for 91 day% upon 
which they entered with cheerfulness : nearly 800 privates having 
previously volunteered their services for duty. 

May 29. — The Society of Arts presented the silver medal to 
Mr. William Watson, of North Middleton, near Belford, in North- 
umberland, for the comparative culture of turnips. 

This month, on removmg a mound of eardi, rto make the outer 
entrance into Tynemouth castle more suitable to the ingress and 
egress of heavy pieces of ordnance, vast quantities of human bones 
were found, supposed to be the remains of bodies buried there, 
after the stormmg of the castle in 1648, by Cromwells troops, 
under the command of Sir Arthur Haslerigg. See 1648, voL t. 
pape 102. 

June 4. — ^All the volunteer cmps within a day's march of New- 
castle, were assembled on the Town Moor there, and fired three 
vollies in honour of his miyesty's birth-day. The line extended 
above a mile in length. A great concourse of spectators was 
present. 

June 9^ — A very serious riot took place in Berwick, between a 
recruiting party of the York reserve, and some of tlie inhabitants. 
In a short time upwards of a thousand people .were upon the street, 
and swords and bayonets were seen glaring among the crowd in 
preat numbers; the most dreadful oaws and groans were heard 
in every quarter. The main guard soon turned out, and eagerly 
rushed forward to the assistance of their officers and. comrades, the 
former having exited their authority in vain. The utmost con- 
fusion and uproar prevailed, and there seemed no mode l^il of 
quelling the riot until the mayor, attended by his officers, with 
the other magistrates, and a considerable number of private gentle- 
men interfered; their united exertions at length were successful, 
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after nrnny despeMte Mows were grreo snd reoeif ed^ and qinetaew 
was «l last restored upon the soldiers retiring to their barracks. 
The major was several times upon the point of causing the riot 
act to be read, but this was fortunately rendered unnecessarj the 
moment that the swords and bayonets were sheathed. Tlie con- 
duct of the chief magistrate dming the aflfiray was judicious, spirit- 
ed, and manly; he derived great assisCaace from the energetic 
exertions and coolness of Captain Lodce of the royal navy. 

rSM (Jwm). — As some workmen were palling down an old 
house at GaHow-faill, in Netthimiberland, a bag of gold pieces, of 
the coin of Charles the First was found ; the legend Caronu D. G. 
Mag. Brk P. et Hu Sex* and XX» behind the head, to denote its 
▼aloe in shillings; and on the reverse, round the arms, PloretU 
Concordia ReffwL 

June. — Military encampments were fonned on the coast of North- 
omberland. 

Jtidy 2.-«-The €ratediead volunteers^ commanded by Lieut-Col. 
Adcew, marched into Newcastle for the performance of three 
weeks permanent duty. The arrival of the corps was greeted by 
various peals from the beUs of St. Nicholas. 

llifs, and several successive years, the volunteers, generally 
throoKhout the kingdom, performed permanent duty. 

Jt&f 80. — Died, at Burnt-houses^ Whickham Fell, Mrs. Dunn^ 
aged 107 years. 

Juhf 25. — Between eight and nine o'clock at night, the hold of 
the sloop Eliza, of Aberdeen, lying at Newcastle quay, with a 
vidoable cargo (^ merchandise on board, was discovered to be on 
fire. The drums and bugle of the armed association immediately 
sounded an akmn, when the members of that corps (who had a 
little before returned from the field), were in a few minutes assem* 
bled and proceeded to the Quay, where they were of the utmost 
service in keeping off the crowd, and protecting the property that 
was taken out of the vessel. Two engines were managed with so 
much skill, that about eleven o'clock, the fire was completely got 
under. The cargo being much burnt and injured, the loss was 
very great. 

JtOy^ — A vote having been passed at the quarter sessions, to 
double the width of the passage of Elvet bridge, in the city of 
Durham, the work was commenced this month, and the last arch 
was closed August 4th, 1805. The workmen, in taking down part 
of the southernmost pillar, found amongst the masonry a noble of 
Edward VI. 

August 31...^ A general muster of the Newcastle waggon train, 
under the command of Captain Davidson, took place upon the 
Town Moor, when the whole, amounting to upwards of 160 wag*- 
gons, carts, ftc, were assembled. Afler being minutely inspected, 
the whole passed the captab in the greatest order and regularity. 
The corps was officerea by a captain commandant, two lieuten- 
antsy and five superintendents or ensigns, who held commissions 
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ttmn the lord lieutenant, and consisted of fifteen troops, each under 
the inunediate direction of a conductor, who was a warrant officer. 
It was the only regular establishment of the kind (except the royal 
waaon tram) in Enffland. 

l304 (Sqft 12^— The two volunteer corps of Newcastle, 
with the waffgon train, were inspected on the Town Moor, by the 
Hon« Brigaoier General Grey. The associated corps mustered 
about 700 privates, and the Newcastle volunteers about 200, all of 
whom were mounted upon the carts and waggons provided for the 
occasion, and proceeded in this manner to town. The novelly of 
the scene drew together an immense crowd of spectators. In case 
of actual invasion, the plan was admirably calculated to lessen the 
fatigues of a long march, and to preserve unimpaired the vigour of 
the troops till the moment of action. 

Septmhet 27.—A silver cup, value fifty guineas, raised by a 
subscription of the gentlemen of the Newcasde Hunt, was run for 
on Newcastle race ground. Out of thirty subscribers, only ^\q 
started. It was won by Isaac Cookson, jun., esq. 

September 29. — About six o'clock in die evening, a most alarm- 
ing fire broke out in the back premises, known by the name of 
Coward's yard, in Alnwick, inhabited by poor people, which 
threatened serious consequences, as many thatched houses were 
nearly adjoining; but the wind providentially kept moderate. 
Two engines were soon on the spot, and were weU supplied with 
water, notwithstanding which, four houses in one row, containing 
nine families, were burnt down. 

I>ecember^4 — ^Diedin Hexham, Sarah Stephenson, aged 102 years. 

A house of recovery, for the cure and prevention of contagious 
diseases, was this year built without the town's*wall, and a little 
north of the Westgate, Newcastle. 

This year, a superb painting by the celebrated Giordano, repre- 
senting the last supper, was presented by George Anderson, esq., 
to the inhabitants of the chapelry of St. Andrew's, in Newcastle, 
which was placed above the communion table of that church. 

Cocken Hall, about four miles north of the city of Durhun, this 
year, became the residence of a convent of nuns, of the order of St. 
llieresa, from Lier, in Flanders. 

1805 (May 21 J. — ^Died, at Sunderland, Edward Lawson, at the 
advanced age of 106 years. 

Mc^ 25. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth rectory, in the sixty- 
second year of his age, William Paley, D. D. This eminent phUoso- 
pher and divine of the church of England, was bom at Peterborough, 
m 1743. In 1795, he was presented by the late bishop of Durham 
/Barrinston) to the living of Bishopwearmouth. He was also sub- 
dean of Lincoln. He was the author of some excellent works, 
viz. — << Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy^" ** Hone 
Paulina,'' << View of the Evidences of Christiamty;* << Natural 
Theology, or Evidences of the Existence and Attributes of the Deity,'* 
" Sermons," Sfc. Sfc. 
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1805 (Ju^ 5^»--The Societgr of Arts pr^seated a gold medal to 
Mr. William Taylor» of Beamiahi in the county of Durham, for im- 
provix^ 308 acres of waste land on Pelton Grange estate. 

JuHit 28.^-Lord Elibank crossed the Scottish border with the 
PeeUeshire volunteers. The regiment having arrived at Carham<- 
haugh, in Northumberland, were formed in line, when they Ered 
three vollies and gave three cheers. This was the first Scottish 
volunteer corps that had entered England in a body. The men* 
after being plentifully regaled by their officers with several casks 
of porter, ^c returned to their quarters at Kelso in the evening. 

Augwt 7ir— The new and beautiful brewery at the Dean, near 
South Shields, was burnt down. 

Au^utt 12.^-RlGhttrd Metcalfe was executed at Durham for the 
murder of his son4n-law. 

Av§u»^ 16.^-Thomas Clare, a private in the 2d Staffordshire 
militia, was executed, according to his sentence, at the Westgate, 
Newcastle, for the murder of William Todd. He was much agi- 
tated fit Uie awful preparation for etemi^, so much so, that he 
appeared nearly dead before his suspension ; he made no public 
confession of his guilt. The murder was committed August 19th, 
1804, duriag the time the regiment was encamped near Hartley. 

Auguit 19. — About three o'clock on the mornim?, a terriUe fire 
was d&BCovered in the colour manufactory at the Ouseburn, occu- 
pied by Messrs. Parker, of Newcastle. The flames raged with such 
fury, that in a short time the building was almost totally destroy- 
ed. The damage was estimated at upwards of £4,000. 

In the evenuig xif the same day, William Henry West Betty, 
fihe young Roscius, aged 18 years, first performed at tlie Theatre- 
Royal, I^weastle, m the character of Douglas. He performed 
thirteen nights, and drew crowded audiences. The receipts during 
that time were £1889. 16«, 6e?., at the advanced prices, averaging 
£145. l9. 5dL per night. The last n^ht (lSth\ he performed 
Rolla for his own benefit, which produced £210. 9«. 

October 21. — ^Died, Mrs. Kidd, mother of Mr. Kidd, flax-dresser 
in Newcastle, at the great age of 103 years. 

October 21«--An explosk>n took place in Hebburn colliery, by 
which 35 human beings lost their lives, leaving 25 widows and 81 
children ui^revided for. 

November 28.-— An explosion took place in Oxdose cdlienr, by 
which unfortunate accident 88 human beings were hurried into 
eternity, and 18 widows and 70 children were thrown upon the 
4:harity of the public 

December 10.^-I«i the evening of this day, was found dead, on the 
road between Hexham and Haydon-bridge, Mr. Thomas Graham, 
toUow-chancHer, of the latter place. His death was occasioned by 
a fall from his horse. It was very remarkable, a strange dog was 
lying by the body when found, and would suffer no person to come 
near it till foroed. It aflerwards followed the body to Haydon- 
bridge, up into the chamber where it was laid, and being banished 
out of the room, it found his boots in another, and lay down upon 

VOL. II. E 
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them ; it also followed dose behind the body to the place of inter- 
menty and was seen many days afterwards howling and scratching 
upon the grave. The dog belonged to Mr. Armstrong, butcher, of 
Hexham. Mrs. Batey, of the Grey Bull Inn, Hexham, where Mr. 
Graham set out from, heard a dog howling horribly as Mr. Graham 
lefl her house. 

1805 (Dec. 10^. — During the night an extraordinary high tide 
took place at Shields, and the sea being very high, occasioned the 
waves to break with great fury against the stone quay at the foot 
of Tynemouth-barracks, built by order of his royal highness the 
duke of York. Several of the woodenheads or breakwaters, 
finished in the most substantial manner, were torn from their places 
in front of the wall and dashed to pieces. The tide washed down 
the centry-box near Cliffbrd's-fort, although placed where the water 
seldom reached. Much old ship timber was carried adrift, and, by 
driving up and down, damaged and sunk several boats. The sea 
continuea high for some days. 

December 26. — ^Died, at Fenwick-hall, near Stamfordham, in 
Northumberland, Mrs. Ann Dixon, aged 100 years. 

This year, the Postern-gate (part of the town wall), Newcastle, 
was pulled down. This gate had been of great strength. See the 
year 1095, vol. t. page 16. 

An ancient Roman celt was tliis year ploughed out of Tunstall- 
hills, in the county of Durham. It was about 5 inches long, and 
2j^ broad at the edge. 

1806 (Jan. 9 J. — Being the day appointed for the funeral of Lord 
Nelson, at the cathedral of St. Paul, in London, the bells of St. 
Nicholas* and All Saints' churches, in Newcastle, rung muffled peals 
at intervals during the day. The great beU of St. Mary's, in 
Gateshead, was also tolled on the same melancholy occasion. At 
South Shields, the ereat bell tolled at intervals, from sun-rise to 
sun-set, and the ensign on the steeple was hoisted half-staff high ; 
in the evening, a solemn peal was rung from 7 to 8 o'clock, and 
besides these marks of respect to departed heroism, most of the 
inhabitants appeared in mourning, and all the ships in the harbour 
displayed their colours half-mast high. In 1807, Alexander Davison, 
esq., of Swarland, in Northumberland, erected an obelisk of free- 
stone, to the memory of the gallant admiral. It stands near the 
post road, about a mile north of the vOlage of Felton. 

Janvary 13. — Died, in Toll-street, North Shields, Mr. Wiliiam 
Lamshaw, aged 25 years, her grace the duchess of Northumber- 
land's own bagpiper. This extraordinary performer on the im- 
proved small pipes, was grandson of the celebrated piper Lamshaw, 
of Morpeth, and on his demise, was taken from the band of the 
Northumberland militia, where he had been since a boy of twelve 
years' of age. When only eighteen, he played a match against the 
most fiuned pipers in the north of England, at Elsdon, before the 
duke's baronial court, and some distinguished judges, and bore away 
the prize. 

FAruary 8. — Between four and five o'clock on the morning, the 
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premises occupied by Messrs. Beilbj and Hawthorn, watch-glass 
manufacturersy in Bell's Court, Pil^im Street, Newcastle, were dis- 
covered to be so totally enveloped in flames, that every assistance to 
extinguish the devouring element, proved unavailing, and the whole 
were consumed in the course of an hour. The stock, which amounted 
to between two and three thousand pounds, was entirely destroyed. 
1806 (March 16^. — A fire was discovered in one of the bed-rooms 
of the house of William Hodshon, esq., at Merry Shields, Northum- 
berland. The flames soon raged with such fury, that the whole inside 
of the building, with the beds, furniture, wine in the cellar, and 
valuables to a mat amount, were totally destroyed. 

Mardi 24.— J>ied, in the workhouse at Sunderland, Barbara Coag, 
aged 103 years. 

March 28. — An explosion took place in Killingworth colliery, 
by which unfortunate occurrence ten persons lost their lives. 
April 1. — Died, at Grateshead, Ann Maddison, aged 109 vears. 
J^fril 5* — A terrible fire was discovered in the malting of Messrs, 
Barras and Co., in Gateshead, which did considerable damage to 
the building and stock of malt on hand. 
April 6^ — ^Died, at South Sl^elds, Hannah Gordon, aged 100 years. 
April 7. — As two sawyers in the boat-building yard of Mr. 
Masterton, near Gateshead, were sawing a well-grown elm tree, 
they were suddenly stopped in the middle of their work by a 
harder body than the wood, which, on further examination, proved 
to be a horse shoe, in good preservation, and which there was no 
reason to doubt, had been there since the first growth of the tim- 
ber. It was found in the very core of the tree, where a fine im- 
pression of the shoe was made on the surrounding surface. No 
visible injury appeared to have been sustained by the timber in 
consequence of this strange companion. 

April 20« — ^This day (Sunday) Earl Percy having attained his 
2 1st year, the morning was ushered in with the ringm^ of bells at 
every church in the county of Northumberland. On Monday the 
celebration of that happy event was of the most harmonious and 
enthusiastic kind ; at Alnwick, in particular, no circumstance in 
the memory of the oldest person living ever excited such rapturous 
feelings of congratulation and joy as were displayed in that town 
on the above occasion. The representatives of the duke at Alnwick- 
castle also entered warmly into the general enthusiasm, by co- 
operating with the public in rendering this joyous day an event as 
memorable as it was important. A large ox was roasted in the 
market-place, and 700 loaves were provided for the entertainment 
of the people in the town and neighbourhood. Two pipes of re- 
markably strong beer, brewed when Earl Percy was bom, were 
brought from Keilder castle, which, with thirty other barrels of 
strong ale, were also distributed among the populace ; and to add 
to the entertainment, a building was erected in the market-place to 
contain a band of music, who played during the principal part of 
the day. The Percy Tenantry, in and about Alnwick, were called 
up ana treated in the most liberal manner. The three companies 
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of cavalry, and Dine of infastry, were entertained at kb grace's es- 
pence, with an excellent dinner and a bottle of wine each mao^ 
and Stf. were allowed for the expense oi each horse. Aa elcgaat 
dinner was provided at the White Swan inn, for all the offioets of 
the corps, and the principal gentlemen in the neighbourhood. 
About 500 suits of clothes were given to the cottagers upon the 
noble duke's estates. The officers of the Percy Tenantry hi the 
neighbourhood of Newcastle, who could not, without ineonvemence^ 

Siy a visit to Alnwick, were munificently entertained at the Turk*s 
ead inn in that phK3^, with an elegant dinner, and the day was 
spent with the utmost conviviality. The Percy Tenantry Inmntry 
were regaled at Mrs. Thrift's markel*pboe, North Shidds, and the 
cavalry at Tynemouth. 

1806 (Moy l^J* — A plan of the grounds belonging to hb ma- 
jesty at Tynemouth castle, Spanish battery, Ac, ami m the woiks 
raised for the defence of the castle against the parliament's army 
in the reign of King Charles the first, was taken by order of go- 
vernment 

June 5. — The foundation stone of the New Subscription library,, 
in Howard-street, North Shields, was laid with great solemnity by 
William Linskill, esq., high sheriff of Northumberland. A ^te, 
with a Latin inscription, was deposited in the stone. November 
5th, 1807, the building was opened with a concert of vocal and in- 
strumental music. 

July 5. — Died, in Northumberland-«treet, Newcastle, in his 
85th year, the Rev. Hugh Moises, A. M., many years head master 
of the Free Grammar School in that town, and justly celebrated 
for his laborious and successful discharge of that important duty, 
During the presidency of the Rev. Mr. Moises, the right hon. the 
earl of Eldon, Lord Stowell, Lord Cellingwood, and several other 
eminent persons obtained tlie rudiments of thev education in this 
seminary. June 14th, 1787, on the resignation of Mr. Moises, his 
pupils presented him with an elegant and valuable ^rnond ring, on 
which was engraven the following motto: — ^^^Optimr MBRBMYi,''as 
a testimony of their gratitude for his attention to and care of theur 
education, which he was pleased to accept in a condescending and 
gracious manner, highly to the satislaction of his pupils, whose sor- 
row on losing so worthy and able a roaster was unaffected. There 
never was perhaps a gentleman in a pubHc character as a teacher, 
whose resignation was more regretted than that of this worthy 
divine, who had filled that important situation for a period of S7 
years with the utmost dignity. Nov. 1810, an eleeant mural mo- 
nument, by Flaxraan, with a Latin inscription firom the classical pen 
of Sir William Scott (now Lord Stowell), was placed in St. Mary's 
Porch, in St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, in memory of this emi- 
nent divine. 

September 10. — Arrived in Newcastle, on a tour through the 
British islands, their most serene highnesses. Prince Frederick 
Augustus and IVince Pbul George of Holstein Oidenburgh, attendr 
ed by Count Holmar and Baron Maltzahn. 
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1806 ( SipL 1 1 ) — Died, in London, the Rev. John Brand, M. A., 
Rector of the united parishes of St. Mary at Hill, and St Andrew- 
Hubbard, in the city (^Lcmdon, and resident secretsoy of the Society 
of Antiquaries. Air. Brand, who was bom in Newcastle^ in 1743, 
was of low parentage. He served his time to be a shoemaker, but 
afterwards obtained learning enough to enter himself of Lincolo 
college, Oxford, where he took his bachek>r's deme, and having 
been ordained, he became curate of Bolam, in Northumberland. 
June, 1773, Mr. Brand was presented to the curacy of St. Andrew's, 
in NewcasUe. October 6th, 1774, he was presented to the curacy 
of Cramlington, in Northumberland, by Matthew Ridley, esq. 
May the 29th, the same year, he was elected a Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries, London. While a bachelor of arts at the 
university of Oxford, he published a very pretty poem on ** lUuni 
Lovej" supposed to have been written among tlie ruins of Godstow 
Nunnery ; and in 1777, he publi^ed a very curious work, entitled 
<< ObservaHons on.Pcpuiar AnHquUietf ineluding fke whole of Mr* 
Bo/ume's Aniiqukaiei Vulgaresy wUh Addenda to every Chapter 
ofAat Work ; ae aieOf an Appendix^ eomtahnng such Articles on 
&e Snbfect as have been omitted bjf Aat AtMor." Svo. This work 
he continued to enlarge and improve till his death, when a new 
edition was published, in 2 vols* 4to., by Mr. Ellis. In 1784, he 
removed to the rectory of St. Mary at HUl, and St. Andrew Hub- 
bard, London, and in 1786, was appointed one of the domestic 
chaplains to the duke of Northumberland. June 14th, 1787, at a 
meetiag of the common councfl in Newcastle, the corporation was 
{leased to grant to Mr. Brand the honour of dedicating to that 
bocly his History of Newcastle, then going to be published b^ 
subscription. May 16th, 1789, Mr. Brand announced that his 
<• History rf Newcastle, was published, price three guineas^ embe^ 
Ushed wish thirty-four views of the public buildings^ Spc, engraved 
by Mr. Fader** This splendid work is in 2 vols. 4to. ; the en- 
gravings, it is said, cost £500., but the want of a good index is 
much to be regretted. A small portrait of Mr. Brand is given in 
the title-page of this work. 

September 23. — ^Died, at Eshe, in the parish of Lanchester, John 
Hunter, who, according to his own account, corroborated by the 
parish register of Chester-le-Street, completed his 106th year the 
previous April. 

This month, died at Newcastle, J. Moore, seamen, aged 101 
years. 

October 14^ — The foundation stone of the New Quay and Mar- 
ket-place, at North Shields, was laid, under a triple discharge of 
iMiie pieces of ordnance. His grace tJie duke of Northumberland's 
bailiff for Tynemouthshire, David Stephenson, esq^ architect, and 
a vast concourse of spectators, attended. The snips in the har- 
bour displayed their colours, and the afternoon was spent at Mrs. 
Carr's, Half-moon inn, in harmony and festivity. 

December 3. — A very alarming .fire broke out in the workshop 
of Mr. John Anderson, joiner and cabinet-maker, in the Bigg- 
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market, Newcastle, which raged with great fliry for nearly an hour, 
laying the workshop in ruins, and partially injuring an adjoining 
dwelling-house, before the fire was got under. 

1806 (Dec. \Q). — Died at Gainford, in the county of Durham^ 
Mr. John Cade, an eminent antiquary. He was bom at Darling- 
ton, in 17S4. About sixteen years before his death, he had a 
paralytic stroke, which deprived him of the use of his leg8» and 
was confined to his bed ever after. 

December 12.— -Died, in Gateshead, the Rev. John Baillie, ased 
66 years. Mr. Baillie had been fourteen years minister of Sally- 
port chapel, in Newcastle. He published, besides several detached 
sermons, << Lectures an the JRevelatianSy'* " History of the French 
War from 1791 to 1802," and <' An Impartial Histortf <^ NeweasOe 
upon Tyne, 1801," all in 8vo. 

December 2\, — About ten o'clock on the morning, one of the 
arches of Haydon Bridge, about 95 feet in span, which had long 
ishewn evident signs of weakness and decay, fell with a tremendous 
crash, just at the time a number of people were passing to church. 
One unfortunate man sunk with the ruins to the depth of for^ 
feet, but was taken out alive with a broken thigh bone, and other- 
wise much bruised. 

December 25. — A furious storm of wind fi*om the west was 
experienced in Newcastle and its neighbourhood. About noon, 
accompanied with rain, it became an absolute hurricane, in some 
places breaking down trees, in others tearing them up by the roots. 
In Newcastle, the massy boards composing the butchers* stalls in 
the Old Flesh-market, were blown about m every direction ; and 
the wood-work of that well known erection, the Vicarage pump, in 
Westgate-street, was torn away. Several stacks of chimneys fell ; 
one in the Spital, broke through the roof of a house into the apart* 
ments, happily without any injury to the family. At Acomb, near 
Hexham, a spark was blown from a chimney, and set a stack on 
fire. The violence of the wind baffled every effort to extinguish 
the flames, all the stacks in the yard were burnt, and unfortunately 
the fire extended to the neighbouring cottages, about ten of which 
were reduced to ashes. The great circular west window in the 
tower of Shields church was blown in, during the time of adminis- 
tering the holy sacrament ; and the organ, standing near the win- 
dow, was in imminent danger of being overturned, and dashed to 
pieces, but immediate assistance being had, prevented this effect. 
Many houses in Dockwray-square were damaged in their roots, 
and one man nearly killed by the falling of a stack of chimneys* 

December. — Bishopwearmouth church being much too small to 
contain the increased population of the place, and having become 
ruinous, the parishioners came to a resolution of rebuilding it. It 
is raised on the old foundations. The chancel was opened for 
divine service in 1808, and the whole work finished in 1810. At 
the same time a new burial-ground was purchased, and, being en- 
larged by a parcel of the bishop's waste, was consecrated August 
9th, 1810. 
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1806« — The church of Long Newton, in the county of Durham^ 
was this year nearly rebuilt. In 1819, the matrix of a brass seal 
was found in this church-yard : — ** Sigillum Wilblmi Ds Broc ;'* 
and on the inner circle, '< G. I. R. £. Nomen I' Abet.*' The 
device, a holy lamb and a cross. William de Broc -appears as a wit- 
ness to charters about the year 1300. 

This year, the church at Redniarshall, in the county of Durham, 
was repaired, and the lead roof removed. 

1807 (P^- 28.^ — ^The new Butchers'-market, in Newcastle, was 
opened tor business. 

February, — The famous Durham ox was slaughtered. He was 
bred by Mr. Charles Colling, at Ketton, in 1796, and was supposed 
to weigh 168 stones, when exhibited as a show in 1801, by Mr. 
Bulmer, who purchased him for £140., and in the same year sold 
him to Mr. John Day, for £250. This enormous animal, for which 
£2,000. was refused by Day, was exhibited for nearly six years in 
all parts of England and Scotland. When slaughtered he weighed 
220 stones. 

March 11« — As a loaded coal cart, with two horses, was at- 
tempted to be backed to the door of a house near the top of the 
steps, leading from St Nicholas' church-yard, in Newcastle, the 
cart, coals, horses, and man, were precipitated in a moment into 
Dean-street, a fidl not less than thirty feet, without receiving any 
material injury. 

Marth, — A woman named Hodgson was residing in a cottage 
near Hexham, on the Beaufront estate, at the great age of 105 
years, in the full possession of her Acuities, and in penect good 
health. 

April 8.— Diedi at North Shields, Margaret Glanton, aged 100 
years. 

AprU S0« — About one o'clock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in the steam corn-mill, belonging to Mr. John Crawford, near the 
high end of North Shields, which totally destroyed the same, as 
well as a small house on the opposite side of the street. The da- 
rn^ was estimated at £5,000. 

This month, died at a village near Liyerpool, the Rev. Greorge 
Walker, F. R. S., Professor of Theology at the New College, and 
P^resident of the Philosophical and Literary Socie^ of Manchester- 
Mr. Walker was bom at Newcastle, in the year 1735. 

May 1.^-A tremendous thunder-storm visited Newcastle and 
its neighbourhood. The electric fluid entered the dwelling-house 
of Mr. Jopline, marble mason, in Pilgrim-street, and did consider- 
able damage m the rooms and to the furniture. Providentially no 
person was hurt, although Mrs. J. and several children were in 
a small room throueh wnich the lightning passed. A horse was 
killed at Hebbum, m a stable. A man standing on a pit-heap, 
near the shaft of Urpeth colliery, had both his shoes torn from his 
feet, without receiving any personal hurt whatever. Great damage 
was also done in other parts of the country. 

Juiy. — A sparrow built its nest at the top of the main-stay of 
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the Gainsborough Packet, lying at Newcastle Qaajf and in it de- 
posited five eggs. 

1807 (Aug. 11^.— Died, in Northumberland-streeti Newcastle, 
Elizabetti Bickett, aged 103 years. Being a water carrier, she 
(or many years enjoyed the title of ** Qmen cfAe PaniJ' 

Sepiemoer 5. — A cold wind from the N. £., accompanied with a 
heavy and incessant rain during the whole day and night, produced 
so remarkable a swell in the river Tyne, at Newcastle, that next 
tnorning (Sunday), the beautiAil little island, called the King's 
Meadows, was entirely under water. Large masses of grain ia 
sheaf (wheat, rye, barley, and oats,) came floating down, and se- 
veral coal keels, which put off for the purpose, got their loading 
with part of the wreck. A whole field of oats, the property of Mr. 
Forster, of Newbum-hall, valued at £300., was entirely swept away ; 
and at several other places, along the banks of the river, similar 
losses were sustained. At Hexham, the united force of the wind 
and the rain tore up several trees by the roots ; and the low grounds 
near the town were covered with various descriptions of wreck. 
In a broad, but confined part of the North Tyne> near Haughton 
paper-Bull, the river was observed to obtain a rise of at least fifteen 
feet beyond its usual boun^ 

September 89. — The foundation stone of the new light^house, 
near the centre of the front of Dockwray-square, North Shields, 
was laid ; at the same time the corporation of the Trinity-house o£ 
Newcastle, contracted with the right iKMXHirable Lord Collingwood 
for another piece of ground in the angle of the Low-light Quay, for 
another lightJiouse. 

This month, a shark eight feet long, and we^hing about 9001bs, 
was taken in the fishermen's nets at Whitburn, and afterwards 
taken to Newcastle. When opened, upwards of ISO herrings and 
other small fish were found in the stonalach. 

Ooiober 7. — Earl Percy arrived at Durham and took im his free- 
dom «n the butchers' company, to which he was entitled by patri- 
mony. The noble earl ordered an elegant dinner at the Wheat 
Sheaf for his brethren of the trade. Jan. 1808, a large and elegant 
silver puneh bowl, the eift of Earl Percy, was presented to the 
company, on which occwion, the company, with several other res- 
pectable gentlemen, held a moeting at the Lord Ndson tavern, ibr 
the purpose of drinking the health of the noble donor. 

NoMnber lOd— -The foundation stone of the new church at 
Wall's End was laid in the presence of a numerous and re^ectaUe 
assemblage of spectators. After which, an elegant and appropriate 
address was delivered by the Rev. Joseph Ireland. April 27th, 
1809, this church and burial ground were consecrated by Thomas 
Buiiges8» D.D^ lord bishop of St. David's. A most excellent ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. Henry Phillpotts, (now bishop of 
Exeter) after which, Mr. Shaw sui^ a beautiful piece o£ sacred 
music The number of people present was computed at 1,500, and 
the business of the day was conducted in a very solemn manner. 
The Wall'^ End rifle corps lined the passage to the church. This 
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neat edifice eitands only a few hundred yards from the Roman 
station called Seffedunum^ where stood a temple of Diana, as api« 
pears from the remains of sacrifices found there. 

1807 ^iVbv. 12^. — ^There was a heavy fall of sleet and snow in 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which found its way even through 
solid brick walls exposed to the direct operation of the wind, and 
many houses were deluged. Almost all the shops and the lower 
stories of the houses on Uie north side of the Sand-hill and the Close 
were overflowed frH>m the high banks behind, and much damage 
was done. The cellars and kitchens of the houses in Pandon were 
overflowed, and great loss was experienced firom the overflowing 
of the Ousebum. The auay, to the extent of 100 yards, whi<£ 
was built by Messrs. Hind and Co., was swept away by the current, 
and great damage was done to the houses and warehouses situated 
on the banks of that rivulet. Part of an unfinished house, near the 
church-way, North Shields, was blown down, and a part of the 
ruins penetrated an adjoining house, but happily no person was in- 
jured. The snow did not lie very thick in the neighbourhood of 
Newcastle, but westward of Hexham, and In the high lands about 
Alston, the roads were impassable. The storm unhappily proved 
fatal to Mr. James, farmer near Haltwhistle, who was out in his 
fields on horseback looking after his sheep, and was found dead not 
far from his own house, lying on his back, and his horse standing 
near him. 

^ 1807 fNinf. U). — ^Died, at Fallowden-house, in Northumber- 
land, in the 79th year of his age, the right honourable Charles 
£arl Grey, Viscount Howick, and baron Grey de Howick, a ge* 
neral in the army, governor of Guernsey, colonel of the Sd ren* 
ment of dragoons, and knight of the military order of the Bath. In 
addition to Uie honours granted him by his sovereign for his many 
eminent services to his country during his military career, he re- 
ceived the thanks of both houses of parliament, and the corpora^ 
tion of London presented him with the freedom of the city in a 
gold box. 

November 17.— The officers of the Percy Tenantry Cavalry pre- 
sented their colonel, the right honourable Earl Percy, at Alnwick 
castle, with a most magnificent and highly-finished sabre, with a 
Damascus blade, and on the scabbard was embossed in basso re- 
lievo, on one side, the various armorial bearings of the Percy 
famOy ; on the converse, military trophies under different forms. 
The whole was the superior workmanship of one of the first artists 
in London. 

December 17. — The warehouses attached to the glass-house at 
South Shields, occupied by Messrs. Shortridge, Russell, and Bar- 
ras, were completely destroyed by fire. 

December 29. — Three desperate offenders made their escq>e 

from the ^1 in Newcastle, viz. John Willis, John Blakelock, and 

' David Miller, the first on a charge of forgery, the others under 

sentence of transportation. Their efforts to breiedc out of confine- 

-ment had been continued for some time previous to their escape, 

VOL. II. V 
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88 die nordi waU, throuch which Ibey retreated, was at leaat a 
yard and a quarter ui thic^neasy composed of unmense maHset of 
freestone. So silent and secret were their proceedings, that im> 
suspicion was entertained by the gaoler or his assistants, and at 
the usual hour of inspection and locking up by the turnkey, on the 
Tery evening of their esci^^e, all had the aj^iearance of being or- 
derly and safe ; thcar fetters seemed to be as firm as when first put 
upon the prisoners, and no flaw was observal^e in the wall. It ap- 
peared that the Indents of the wall, which had been removed in 
the intervals of time between the stated vimts of the turnkey, had 
been so artfully replaced as to elude detection, and the fetteva had 
been cut asunder by implements conveyed to thenju The blaaketst^ 
by which they had descended, were found upon a dung-hill below, 

1607 f December SOJ^-^A stone coffin, about six feet in lengthy 
was dug up in the old church at Hexham, on the north sMeof the 
place where the altar has stood. It had a thick stone cover, but 
no inscription whatever, nor any thing in the inside, excepting the 
bones of a dove entire, and some small pieces of glass, apparently 
gilt, but much worn off. 

This month, died, at Cullercoats, near Tynemouth, John Bam- 
say, mariner, aged 115 years. He served in the capacity of cabin- 
boy on board one of the ships in Sir George Roche's squadron at 
the taldne of Gibraltar, in 1704i. He reti&ed all his &culties till 
within a few days of his death. 

1808 fjan. 2^^*— The first number of the Berwick Advertiser 
newspaper, was published by Mr. Henry Richardson, which he 
continued till his death, Nov. 5th, 18^ ; since which time, it has 
been publi^ed by his widow, Mrs. Catherine Richardson. 

January 14^^-Durinff a sudden gale of wind, several fishing- 
boats belonging to Haruey, Bly th, and Newbiggen, were lost upon 
the coast of Northumberland, and si\ their crews perished, leaving 
many widows and numerous orphan children : of one femily, <^ 
the name of Robinson, there were lost a father, three sons, and 
two grandsons. There was a very liberal subscription for the wi- 
dows and children of the unfortunate men. 

January 19,»Died, Robert Melville, of South Shields, aged lOS 
years. He was a member of the Society of Friends. 

January 28.— Died, at Lpwnr's Mill, near Bellingham, Mr. 
William Robley, aged upwards of 100 years, 70 of which he lived 
at SmalesmouUi, in the same neighbourhood, as farmer and publi- 
can, and was mudi esteemed for hb jokes and merry catches. 

March SI. — Died, in Newcastle, m his 89th year, Robert Rod- 
dam, of Roddam, in Northumberland, esq., senior admiral of the 
red. April the 6tb, the remains of this gallant admiral were re- 
moved to Bderton, in Northumberland, for interment* He was fi 
descendant of one of the most ancient and illustrious fiuniUess in 
that county. 

Jpril I9.P— The first stone of an elegant new hall, in th^ Mar- 
ket-place at Darlington, was laid by George Allan, esq., of Black- 
well Grange, George Lewis Hollmgsworth, esq., and Richard 
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HodgMOi, etq.| of DsriiDgton, when a great mnnber of gentlemen 
wvtfe assenUed, and gave three cheers* The beils were rang, and 
there were great rejoicings throogfaout tibe day. 

1808 (AprU 18/.— The remaiBs of Sir Henry Grey, hart., in 
^;r^t fimenl solenmi^, passed through Newcastle, for interment 
in the faaiil J vault at Howick. 

April 21. — Died, in the workhouse of 8t Nicholas' parish, Tha* 
ham, Ann Angus, aged iq>waTds of 100 years. 

AfrU 1^.— The new parade ground, in Percv-street, Newcastle, 
was opened for the first time on the evening of the above day, by 
tile Newcastle volunteers, who were inspected there by Cokmel 
lUwdoa. 

AfrU 27.— A very alarming fire broke out in the bark-mill be- 
loagmg to Mr. Isaac Richardson, in his tan-yard near the White 
Cross, in Newgate-street, Newcastle, which raged with such vio- 
lence, that in less than half-en-hour the mill fell with a tremendous 
crash, setting fire to four hay-stacks in an adjoining yard, two of 
which were entirely consumed, and the others very much damaged. 

ilfoy 17— Died, John Lord Delaval, of Seaton Delaval, in 
Northumberland, aged 80 years. June 3d, the corpse passed 
• throogh Newcastle, for London, in great funeral pomp. The cof^ 
fin was decorated with masonic emblems, &c. &c. 

This month, in digging into a mound of earth, adjoining the 
sooth side of ^e ruins of Tynemouth Priory, a capacious cemetery, 
or arehed tomb, was discovered ; some human bones, of a large 
siae» and skulls, were found on the floor, some of them very per- 
fieet. It was supposed that this place had not been opened since 
tiie ^Bsolution of the Priory, in 1539. See vol, upage 72. 

Jume 4. — In honour of his majesty's birth-day, the new town's 
dock, phiised on the top of the Subscription Library, at North 
Shields, was first set in motion. The ships in the harbour dis>- 
played their colours, and immediately on the clock striking twelve, 
twenty-one guns were fired. Clifibrd's* fort, the Spuiish battery, 
and 'Tynemouth castle, also fired royal salutes. The clock was 
made by the late ingenious Mr. Jcitm Bolton, of Chester-le-Street. 

At Newcastle, the day was ushered in by peals of bdls from the 
several churches. At 12 o'clock, the Newcastle volunteers were 
formed upon the Sandhill, and fired three voUies in honour of the 
day. In consequence of the 4th of June falling on Saturday, his 
majes^'s birth-day was celebrated by the military in the counties 
of Northumberland and Durham, on the Monday fdlowing. On 
Sunday the following regiments marched into ^fewcastle and the 
neighl)ourhood, for the purpose of being present at the two next 
days' brifi;ades, viz. : — the East York militia, the Sunderland volun- 
teer ardllery, the Sunderland volunteer infantry, the North Shields 
and Tynemouth volunteer infantry, and the Hexham and Corbridge 
volunteer infantry. Tbe Gateshead volunteer infantry marched 
into Newcastle on the same day, for the purpose of being placed 
on p e r m anent pay and duty fbr fourteen days. On Mondav, the 
troops assembled on the occasion were drawn up in two columns, 
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left in front, the one in Northumberland-street and the other in 
Westgate-streety and in that order inarched to the Town-moor, and 
formed in two lines previously marked out for them. The first line 
was formed by the rollowing regiments : — ^four troops of the Ennis- 
killen drains, the Gibside cavalry, the Axwell rark ditto, the 
Tyne legion ditto, a brigade of artillery, the East York militia, 
the Newcastle volunteer in&ntry, the North Shields and Tyne- 
mouth ditto, the Hexham and Corbridge ditto, the Newcastle as- 
sociated ditto, and the Wall*s-£nd rifle corps. The second line 
consisted of a brigade of artillery, the Wiltshire militia, the Sun* 
derland volunteer infantry, the Tyne le^on ditto, the Gateshead 
ditto, and the Sunderland volunteer artillery. The two lines to- 
gether formed upwards of 5,000 men. As soon as lieutenant^ 
general Dundas arrived at the centre of the first line, the signal 
being given, the troops under the command of major-general John- 
stone presented arms in honour of his majesty. The firing of the 
first Ime then commenced by battalions firom right to left, and as 
soon as each regiment had fired three vollies, the line was wheeled 
back into open column, and the second line ordered to advance 
and pass through the intervab of the first line. Having advanced 
to the appointed distance, the second line was fired in a similar 
manner with the first, and then ordered to retire and take post in 
the original alignement. Both lines now presented armft, and sa- 
luted the lieutenant-general. They were next wheeled back into 
open column of companies right in front, and passed the lieutenant- 
general in slow and quick time, and again took up their original 
alignements, The business of the field being over, Uie troops were 
formed into a column of sections, and proceeded to their several 
parades in the town. On Tuesday morning, the two columns were 
ordered to assemble at six o'clock, in order to proceed by different 
routes to Tlirockley Fell,* about eight miles from Newcastle ; the 
right column under the command of lieutenant-general Dundas, 
and the lefl under the command of major-ffeneral Johnstone. 
During Uie march, a brigade of artillery joined the left column at 
Fenham, by which meaus a communication was kept up between 
the heads of the columns, by the firing of signal ^ns. llift Wall's 
End rifle corps formed Uie advanced guard of Uie right column, 
and the Gateshead light company of the left column, who were 
joined by the light company of the Wiltshire militia, when the co- 
lumn entered on the Fell. The columns arrived at their places of 
destination within a few minutes of each other, and, as soon as the 
first was formed, the left column took up a position in its rear, 
ready to advance to its support. The ground occupied by the left 
of the second line was very much broken, the men being, for the 
greater part of the movements, up to their waists in whins. The 
firing of^ the first line soon commenced, and the second line was 
ordered to file from the right of companies, and advance to its sup- 
port ; having formed and fired, the second line retreated past the 
first, the retreat being covered by tlie light troops. After having 

* In 1818, an act was obtained for inclosing Throckley Fell. 
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alteniatelv advanced and retreated several times, the second line 

g by an esekeUon movement, formed on the left of Uie first, and by 

I that means presented a single line, extending upwards of a mile 

I and a half. It then fired bycompanies firom centre to flanks, by 

{ wings, and by battalions. The whole being formed into open 

^ column of subdivisions, crossed the Fell, and passed along the east 

I aide, covered by the Wall's-£nd rifle and Grateshead light company, 

where the line was again formed, and fired by battalions. Hie 

[ line afterwards wheeled into open column of sections, and retreated 

^ off the Fell, covered as before by the light troops. The whole then 

J proceeded on their march to Newcastle, where they arrived about 

five o'clock. The next day the troops were highly complimented 

in the general orders that were issued. 

1808 (June 20^.— Died at the foot of the Manor Chare, New- 
castle, Mrs. Mary Graham, aged 104 years. 

July 18.— A whale was towed into Shields by a sloop, which 
found it floating near Holy Island. On being cut up, its jaw bones 
were found broken, supposed by running agamst rocks. 

July 19. — The elegant and commoduous Catholic college and 
seminary at Ushaw, near Durham, was opened for the reception 
of students, by the ecclesiastics of the ancient English coU^e of 
Douay. The buildings, which are of stone, form a spacious quad- 
lai^le. 

&me day, died, at North Shields, Mrs. Jane Orean, aged 102 
years. 

July 2S.^Died, at Whitfield, in Northumberland, Mrs« Isabella 
Mandeville, relict of the Rev. Richard Mandeville, formerly curate 
of that parish, aged upwards of 100 years. She had been tot some 
time before her death both blind and speechless. 

This month, a Jew found a noble of Henry IV., date 1899, 
amonest the rubbish of an old house, then pullmg down in North 
ShieldB* Market-place. It was of pure gold, the impression per- 
fect, and weighed 90 grains. 

AuguH 1. — Died, in the Wall Knoll, Newcastle, Mrs. Dorothy 
Tumbull, in the 107th year of her age. She was bom on the 4th 
of July, 1702, in the reign of Queen Ann, and until within three 
days of her death, possessed her faculties in an amazing degree. 
Her memory being little imjpaired, she could relate, with astonish- 
ing exactness, a variety of events which happened during the 
rebellion in 1715, and almost every subsequent event of any im- 
portance. About a month before her death, she made herself a 
petticoat without the aid of spectacles, when she was heard to ob- 
serve, that << $he had Kved to such an aye, thai Neweasde could noi 
JumUk her uM a pair to assist her siyhtJ* On the Friday pre- 
ceding her death, she walked to Low Friar street, where she drank 
tea with a firiend, who lived in the curious old house with the or- 
namented front, but before returning home, she grew very low- 
i^irited, and seemed conscious of her approadiing dissolution ; the 
next day, she was confined to her bed| and on the Monday her 
existence was terminated. 
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1906 (Aug. S)^ — ^NewcasUe and its neighboiirliood were TMited 
by one of the most awful thunder storms ever remembered. The 
fljBhei of lightning were terrific in the extreme. The house of Mrs. 
Rtisbeck, in Westgate^treet, Newcastlet was very much damaged. 
The lightning struck the beck part, entered the usual cfining-rooDi 
^ the fiunily> shivered a door to pieces, and drove the fragments 
along the passage into the front room, tore the plaster off tkio wall, 
and dnmag H some of the furniture. Several of the bell-wirea in 
the house were melted, and a blade mark of considerable depth 
left along the walls where they were. Some of the windows were 
shattered to pieces, and a hole was driven through a thick cfainuiev 
wall, where the lightning had struck n^n a naiL Mrs. Raisbeck 
and her daughter had a most providential escqie, having removed 
ifom the room where the principal damage occurred a short time 
before, to avoid the ^lare of the lightninff. In die next house, oc- 
cupied by Mr. Jobhng, some of the bdl-wires were melted, win- 
dows btwan, and the top of a bed post-etruck off. A painter at 
work in the inside of the house, next door to Mr. Jobhng's, was 
struck down, but being bled, he recovered. Some tiles were taken 
off Mr. Leighton's house on the opposite side of the street, but no 
other damage was sastained than tlmt caused by the torrent of rain 
wUch mshed in. Two men at work in the neighbouring chapel 
were thrown asainst each other bv the shock, but not much hart. 
The house of Mr. Farrington, in toe Bigg-market, was also strudc, 
and the bell-wires of two rooms and the staircase melted. The 
common sewer at the head of the Side was so fuU charged with 
water in consequence of the heavy rain, that the pavement was 
forced up for several jrards, and tlie water issued from the aper- 
ture for a considerable time, as if thrown from an engine* The 
lightning struck the house of James Losh, esq., at Jesamd, in two 
^ices. The funnel on the top of the library chimney was broken 
m pieces^ thence it passed down the chlmnev into the library, 
throwing down the soot, and singeing the heartn-rug. It also en- 
ttfed by a window on the stair-faead, struck a barometer hanging 
by the side of the window, which it shivered to pieces^ passed 
akmg aD the betl-^ires, and went round the gilt frame of a large 
picture in the drawing-room, which it completely tarnished* then 
pierced the wall a little above the chinuiey-piece, and disappeared. 
A large rent was likewise made in the wadl, communicating with a 
closet in the kitchen, the lock of the door forced off, and two balls 
ef fire appeared to the servants to fidl on ^e kitchen floor, and 
escane by the door. Fortunately no one was hurt, although part of 
die fasnily were on the stsir-head when the barometer was broken^ 
and the servants were in.the kitchen when the fire passed throng 
it. Mr. Maddison's house, at Birtley, was struck, the funnels thrown 
ftvm the chimneys, several windows with their fVames torn in pieees, 
and the coninK-stones on the gable end of the house carried to a 
eensiderabie distance. At Lundey, near Chester-ie-Street, the 
Kghtaing entered the roof of a house, and kiHed a women ia the 
lower room. Mr. John Sheradon, of Houghton-gate, liad a cow 
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lulled in a field near diat place. Mr. Kirkup, of Urpetbi had seTen 
lambs killed near his house. The lightning entered the roof of the 
house of Ji^ Cole, at High Chater's Haugh, and forced off the 
head of the clock, and broke it to pieces ; it then went up the 
chimneys without dmng any further damage* At Dipton, a horse 
and several sheep were killed in the fields. The Seven Stars pub- 
lic house, on Grateshead Fell, was also struck ; some catde were 
also killed in that direction. Some women in a cart had a narrow 
escape, as the cart was much damaged. A windmill belonging to 
Mr. Hodgson, on the Leazes, near Newcastle, was struck, and two 
of the wands were com{^tely shattered, and a large piece of iron 
carried to a considerable distance. A pike of hay was entirely 
burnt at Cramlington. As the daughter of Mr. Pollock, sign of 
the Rose, Half-way-bank, between Shields and Newcastle, was 
standing at the back door, with a comb in her hand, the lightning 
struck ue back oi the comb, singed it, and curled up some of the 
teeth, without doing the least injury to the girl. A new smelting- 
mill at Derwent>heads, near Blanchland, was nearly swept away by 
the flood, together with a considerable quantity of lead ore. 

1808 ^^ii^tM^^^^This month, the White Cross, in Newgate- 
street, Newcastle, was taken down, and put up in a somewhat dif- 
ferent fonn in the New Butchers'-market. See Augueif 1784. 

September L-.-Martin O'Br^an was executed at Morpeth, pur- 
suant to his sentence, for robbmg and cutting die throat of Barbara 
Weir, upon Shields' road* Being a Roman Catholic, he was at- 
tended to the place of execution by the Rev. Mr. Lawson. He 
seemed quite reconciled to his fate, and died penitent 

September 4. — ^Tbere were great rejoicings at Newcastle, on the 
arrival of the news that Sir Arthur Welleslev (the present duke 
of Wellington) had defeated the French under the command dT 
general Junot, at Vimeira, in Portugal, on the 21st of the pre- 
ceding month. This was the first engagement between the Eng- 
lish and the IVench on the peninsula. 

SepUmher 20^ — Died, at Berwick, Mrs. Isabella Houniro, aged 
104 years. 

Odober 6. — Died, near Corbridgey Mrs. Hodgson, aged 105 years. 

November 3. — At four o'clock in the afternoon, his Majesty's 
ship the Bucephalus, was launched from the building yard of Mr. 
Wuliam Row, at St. Peter's Quay, near Newcastle* She was rated 
in the N^vy List at 32 guqs, but was pierced for 52, and measured 
970 tons. An immense concourse of spectators was present at 
the bunch. The bells of St. Nicholas' church rung a merry peal in 
honour of the event. November 17th, was launched from the same 
yard, a very handsome small ship of war, called the Woodlark. 

November 8.— A dreadiid fire took place at East Lilbum, in the 
parish of Eglingham, m Northumberland* As Mr* Brewis's servant 
was going to bed with a candle, about ten o'clock, either firom a 
spark from the candle or not extinguishing it, the stable caught 
fire^ and, melancholy to relates ten horses were all burnt to death, 
* and the lad escap^ with difficulty, without his clothes. 
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1808 ^Abr. IS J, — A new Methodist chapel was opened at Diir« 
hain» for public worship; the Rev. Jabez Banting, of Sheffield, 
preached to a crowded audience, from Psalms, xx. verse 4. 

S^ember 29.— An explosion took place in Harraton colliery, 
Durham, by which unfortunate occurrence four human beings and 
twenty-one horses lost their lives. The coal was set on fire by thb 
explosion, and the pits were tightly scr€blded to exclude the air, 
for the purpose of smothering out the fire. The pits were opened 
out at the end of two months, when the fire on the coal was found 
to be extinguished ; but, to the astonishment of every body, a 
pony was found alive, and in high condition. This pony had a 
tricK of slipping his halter, and wandering about the workings. 
The explosion happened just after the men had finished their day's 
work, and the horses, 22 in number, had been tied up in the stables. 
It was supposed that this pony had slipped his halter, and gone 
upon his rambles as usual, as all the remaining 21 horses were 
killed in the stables by the explosion. It would seem that the life 
of this pony had been preserved by the fresh air which was sent 
up in the nse part of uie workings, and he had lived upon the 
forage of his dead companions. He survived the accident many 
years. 

December 15. — A terrible fire broke out betwixt one and two 
o'clock on the morning of this day, in a kitchen, under the shop 
and parlour of Mr. George Carr, tallow-chandler, Hexham, which 
threatened destruction to a vast pile of buildings, and it was not 
known to the family above, unul they were almost suffocated. 
Mrs. Carr, Miss Robson, and three of the children, threw them- 
selves from the window of the room above the parlour, with veiy 
little injury. Two other children, nearly suffocated, were taken 
ftom an upper room, by Mr. James Meston. The fire was occa- 
sioned, it was supposec!, by a spark falling upon some linen upon a 
clothes-horse. 

December 22. — A veiy alarming fire took place in the mansion 
of Charles John Brandling, esq., at Gosforth, exactly at the mo- 
ment of the family sitting down to dinner, which was occasioned 
by the careless manner of jobers, in the erection of buildings, 
driving wooden plugs into the walls of the chimneys, for the purpose 
of fixing their joiner-work. In this case, the wooden plugs, to 
which the joiner-work of the ele^t saloon was fixed, took fire, 
fVom the heated chimney of the library. However, the devouring 
element was happily discovered in time, and fortunately extin- 
gubhed by the active exertions of the family and domestics, before 
that any considerable damage was sustained. Had it happened 
during the night, the consequences might have been dreadful. 

December 24. — ^Being Christmas eve, the clock which graces the 
tower of Durham cathedral first began to chime the quarters. It 
is the workmanship of the late ingenious Mr. John Bolton, and is 

Sut in motion by a clock which stands upon the ground floor, at a 
istance of above 300 feet. This last, which was placed there by 
Dean Hunt and the chi^ter, in the year 1652, is a very elegant and 
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curious piece of mechaninn. It exhibito a view of the planets and 
their motions, and shews the variations of the moon ; it points out 
the day of the month, and the moon's age, w £ several other cu- 
rious exhibitions* 

1808« — ^This year, nearly the whole of the old castle of Ravens- 
worth, Durham, was taken down, and' the present splendid man- 
sion was begun, on a beautiful Gothic plan furnished by Nash. 
The castle has three fronts, north, south, and west ; the eastern 
side b closed in by o£Bces in which are incorporated two of the old 
towers. Near Ravensworth castle b a stone column, evidently the 
shaft of a cross, concerning which there b a tradition, that it was 
one of the crosses erected to hold markets at, during the great 
plague at Newcastle, in 1686 ; the produce of the country at that 
time, not being allowed to be exposed for sale at a less dbtance 
than three miles from the town. See 1636, voL t. page 89. 

A school on the Madras system was this year establbhed at 
Wearmouth, under the personal direction of Dr. Bell, and a neat 
school-house, with two separate rooms for the boys and girls, was 
built by subscription, opposite to the west end of the church. The 
whole expense amounted to about £500. 

About this time, the remains of a fine sudatory were discovered 
at Whitley Castle, at its north-east comer, out of which issued a 
clear and plentiful spring. In September, 1810, manv of the pil- 
lars of the hypocaustum were standing, covered with large tliin 
slabs of freestone, and a strong calcareous cement. 

Thb year, in breaking up a freestone quarry, near Bamborough, 
where the ground seemingly had never been opened before, a vast 
quantity of the horns of deer (supposed to be red> were found 
buried full four feet under a solid body of earth. Jnost of them, 
when exposed to the air, mouldered and fell in pieces, except two, 
which were in high preservation. They were each about three 
feet long, and all uieir ramifications quite entire. They were care- 
fully suspended in Bamborough CasUe as curiosities. In digging 
them tip, it appeared that whole carcases had been entombed 
there, for the skulls of some of them were not severed from the 
horns, and even an ofiensive smell arose from the soil in which they 
were buried. 

This year, some workmen employed in lowering the foot-path, 
near the north-west porch of Monkwearmouth church, discovered 
the effigy of a Benedictme monk in hb full habit, the hands clasped 
on the breast. The figure was placed in the chancel of the church. 

This year,. died, at Berwick, John Chisholm, aged 74 years. He 
had served under General Wolfe at Quebec, and was reckoned 
one of the best swordsmen in the army. On his retirement from 
the army, he became a Chebea pensioner. It was believed that 
he was heir-at-law to a large property. Though, like Dancer and 
Elwes, he was continually employed in picking up pieces of rope, 
stick, &c« in the streets, upwards of 500 guineas in gold were 
found secreted in various parts of his house. 

Robert. Sanderson, who also served mider General Wolfe, died 
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at Ford, in Northumberland, August 7th, 1807, aged 85 jears. 
As Chisholm was a good swordsman, so Sanderson was fiunoua as 
a marksman, and he is generally understood to have been the man 
who shot the French commander, General Montcalm* He was ch-- 
derlj sergeant to Wolfe, and is the man represented in the print of 
the death of Wolfe, as supporting the general after he received his 
death wound. At page 226, vol* i., in a note, be is^ by mistake, 
said to be ordinary surgeon. 

1809 (FA. 10^.— As some workmen were dining the found** 
tion of a new waggon-way through the estate of .Mm Stafford, esq. 
of White*house, near Newcastle, an immense quantity of veiy va- 
luable and ancient coins of gold, silver, and copper were discovered* 

February 26.-'A very elegant chapel, in Chapter-row, Soatii 
Shields, for the Wesleyan MeUiodists, was opened by the Rev. Mr. 
Isaac, who preached to a crowded audience. The chapel was built 
by subscription. 

March 8— Died, at Washington Wood, Sarah Hudson, aged 101 
years. 

In the spring of this year, died, and was buried at Bellingham, 
in Northumberland, Edward Coulson, an eccentric character. He 
was the son of John and Susannah Coulson, of Haydon-bridge, and 
born April 28th, 1754. His father was a joiner and wheelwright, 
he also cleaned clocks and watches ; his mother was une tagejemme. 
llie old man himself seems to liave had his eccentricities. On one 
occasion, having made a coffin which did not please the party who 
ordered it,**" Never mind," said John; " it's not fine enough for 
him, but it will do for me." He kept it the remainder of his life, 
and it served the purpose for which it was reserved. Edward's 
infancy is said to have been marked by an extreme slowness in 
learning to speak^ so that, till five years' old, his plavfellows called 
him dummy. He learned his father's art, and could work well as 
a turner, making racks, reels, and spmning-wheels. When arrived 
at maturity, he was about five feet ten inches in height, of fairish 
complexion, very bony, and surprisingly strong; but his chief pe- 
culiarity was extreme swiftness. He had a brother, William, who 
was an excellent runner, and is said to have lost his life by pursuing 
a beast which had broke loose, and in foUowipg which he swam 
across a river. Ned ran much about the country cleaning clocks ; 
he was also a glazier, and travelled chiefly by night, dragging a 
small cart after him. This rendered him a very peculiar object on 
the road ; it was a small two-wheeled cart, with two shafts, like 
an ass cart, in which he carried his work-tools, materials, victuals, 
and such things as he picked up about the country. He was a 
fiddler, not perhaps remarkable as a good one, but he could boast 
of an attainment which is much less common — he could perform 
whilst he ran along the road, and even with the instrument behind 
his back. He could easily run before a post-chaise, and has ofteD 
alarmed travellers b^ passing tliem, then hiding himself, repassing, 
and at length bidding them good night. He had a method, by 
putting his finger in his mouth, of producing a sound somewhat 
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TesenbUng the report of a pistol, and Mb he muchievouBly employed 
to iatimidate travelkn. He often travelled to great distances from 
home, as to Jedburgh, and other parts beyond the Scottish border. 
One of his feats which attracted notice, was his going to Stanhope- 
in-Weardale, on an express errand, one winter, when the state of the 
roads, owing Co an extraordinary storm, was such as to render them 
sdmost impassable. His courage seems to have been equal to his 
Btrenffth aad swiftness : it is stated that he went to a lonely church at 
Biidnight, and rung the bell ; but he gave better proof of his fearless- 
ness, by walking along the parapet d^the bridge at Haydon-bridge, 
with two pecks of com on his back, which he was often seen to do. 
Having been out on one of his excursions, at the period when this 
bridge was in part taken away by a flood, he could not, on his re- 
tora, get across with his cart ; some workmen, however, managed 
to dri^ it over, whilst he made his way through the water alone. 
This is believed to have caused his aeath ; he got a cold which 
fixed on his lungs. Feeling his end approaching, he desired to be 
removed to the residence of a person of his own family name, who 
lived up North Tyne ; here he soon died, not surviving his removal 
more tlian a few weeks. He was never married ; in his dress he 
«fected a shabby gentility, wearing ruffles at his breast; he carried 
a staff of a peculiar sort, a thick twisted stick, which was his con- 
stant companion. Ned had his antipathies as well as preposses- 
flions ; he entertained a particular aversion to swine, and abhorred 
tiieir flesh, professedly in observance of the Jewish law. His resi- 
dence was near that part of Haydon-bridge called the Broad-stone, 
one of the cottages on the right hand, on entering the town from 
the east. 

1809 (April 16 J. — Died, atBishopwearmouth, Mr. John Pattison, 
a^ed 104 years. He enjoyed all his faculties till within a few days of 
Ins death, particularly his eye-sight, as he could read the smallest 
print with<Mit glasses. 

Ma^ 11. — Being Asoenston-day, a terrible accident happened 
as the barges passed up the river, on board of the Hartford, lying 
at Newcastle quay. Thomas Heron, the mate, having fired a gun 
in salute, was reloading it wil^out spunging, when the charge took 
fire, and blew him overboard into the river. A finger was left on 
board, and, from the circumstance of his hat being much cut, it 
was su[^sed that his head had been blown off. 

May 15. — The inhabitants of Alnwick and its vicinity were gra- 
tified by the completion of an undertaking hitherto unattempted in 
that quarter, viz. the delivering of coals at Alnwick, from Shilbottle 
colliery, by wsggoos oonvejred along a metal rail-road. 

May 17. — l^e opening of the waegon-way from Bcwicke main 
to the river Tyne took place, on which occasion every road leading 
to it was crowded wiui passengers at an early hour, and before 
eleven o'clock, about 10,000 people were assembled. About this 
time, four waggons of small coats were brought up the first plane 
by the steam-ci^ine, to the great admiration of the spectators; 
but owing to some little difficulties which oflen occur in new 
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tnachineiyv the four waggons of best coaby intended for the lyne^ did 
not start till a much later hour. As soon as the waggons readied the 
summit of the second and highest plane, up whioi they went with 
surprising velocity and regularity, the British fla^ was hoisted at 
Ay ton cottage, and announced by a discharge of six pieces of can- 
non, which were answered by an equal number from the Ann and 
Isabella, his majesty's armed ship on the Tyne, and from Deptford- 
house, die residence of Mr. Cooke. Immediately on the waggons 
reaching the first plane, about 400 gentlemen sat down to dinner, 
in a tent fitted up for the occasion. An excellent military band 
attended. In the evenlnff, in order to prove the excellence of the 
level railway, six men, without horses, took with the greatest ease 
four laden waggons, with each ten men on the top, from Ayton 
cottage to the Tyne ; and the Grst coals being put on board the 
Ann and Isabells^ the same was announced by discharges of artil- 
lery as before. 

1809. — In the spring of this year, as some workmen were level- 
ling a piece of ground on an allotment of Aydon Common, in 
Northumberland, belonging to Mr. Bulman of Newcastle, Ihey 
found an urn with the mouth downwards, which would hold about 
four gallons, having a smaller one within it, with the mouth also 
downwards, and wmcb contained a quantity of small bones, which 
crumbled to Pieces on being removed. 

May SO. — The Society of Arts presented to Mr. Luke Clenndl, 
a native of Morpeth, and who had been a pupil to Mr. Thomas 
Bewick, of Newcastle, a medal for an engraving on wood of the 
Highland Society's diploma. May 27th, 1806, Mr. Clennell was 
presented by the same society with the gold pallet, for an engrav- 
mg on wood of a battle.* 

June 9. — The drying-house of Mrs. Cook at Athelstone Abbey 
paper-mill, near Barnardcastle, was discovered to be on fire. She and 
her two daughters, in endeavouring to remove what paper possibly 
could be saved, were soon enveloped in flames, The neighbouring 
farmers, afler the alarm was given, were obliged to break in the 
shutters, and with much difficulty got them out of the place from 
the top windows. Mrs. Cook was carried down apparently lifeless, 
and expired the next.day ; the eldest daughter leaped out of one 
of the windows, but so much burnt that her life was despaired of; 
the other was carried down in the same manner as, her mother, 
nearly sufibcated. 

Jtuy 31. — A grand masonic procession took place from the 
Granby lodge-room, in Old Elvet, Durham, at half past eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, for the purpose of laying the foundation 
stone of the county courts, new gaol, &c., in that city. It was 
performed by Sir U. V. Tempest, bart., P. G. M. pro tern, assisted 
by R. J. Lambton, P. G. M., and the officers and brethren of the 
provincial grand lodge of the county, in presence of the lord bishop 

* The wood cut of the Life Boat at page 352, vol. I, is the work of this 
great artist* 
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of Darfaaniy the magistratess clergy, and gentry of the county, and 
the corporation of the city. When the masonic procession were 
in the street, they were honoured*wich a salute from Colonel 
Shii^>erdson and the Durham volunteers, who were drawn out to 
join them ; and the bishop of Durham, magistrates, &c., joined in 
the procession soon after. When the front of the procession ar- 
rived at the ground, the volunteers filed off, and formed three sides 
of a square to keep the ground. When the grand master arrived 
in the trench, he, with the provincial officers, formed on three sides 
of the sUme, and the bishop, magistrates, &c., at a little distance 
on the fourth side. The bishop then deposited gold, silver, and 
chopper coins of the reign of King George III., in a chamber in the 
atone, which was covered by a plate, with a suitable inscription. 
The masonic ceremony of laying the stone having been gone 
through, the volunteers saluted, uie band playing ^* God save the 
King?' The procession then proceeded to the Assembly Rooms, 
in the Bailey, where the bishop took his leave, and the company 
fiat down to an excellent dinner. The county courts were opened 
August 14th, 1811. The prisoners were not removed from the 
old gaol and house of correction till August 4th, 1819. 

lS)9 f August I J. — A violent thunder storm, accompanied with 
rain and hail, took place at Alnwick ; the electric fluid entered the 
house of Major Castles, and shivered a bed-stead to pieces, tore 
the wall in several places, and completely demolished the bell- 
wires ; a servant maid was in the bedroom, but escaped unhurt; it 
left such a sulphureous smell in the house that they could scarcely 
breathe in it for some time. 

August 3. — An awful storm of thunder, lightning, and haQ passed 
over Newcastle. The lightning entered the house of Mr. David 
Sutton, in Prince's-street, and did very great damage. It first 
struck the chimney, which it threw down, partly into the street, 
and partly into the house. It then followed the direction of the 
chimney mto the sitting parlour, in which eight persons were at 
tea, brmging down a quantity of bricks and soot along with it, 
dashed over the urn and broke the cups, but fortimately injured no 
person ; it shivered the book-case, seized the bell-wires, which it 
melted all over the house, following them from room to room in an 
upward direction ; it tore the stair case up in its passage, broke the 
glass of the clock, and stopped it, and split three bed-poles to 
pieces, fusing some of the iron work, and finally passed out at the 
roof. In the different rooms, twenty-eight squares of glass were 
broken and forced outwards, and in one of the rooms, Mr. Sutton 
had a most providential escape, being there with the intention of 
shutting a wmdow at the time it was struck. The lightning appear- 
ed in the parlour like a gbbe of fire ; which afterwards divided 
into small globules, that burst like a rodcet The oxydation of the 
bell wires produced an effect beautiful beyond description. The 
idoor jamb of an adjoining house was torn off. The lightnine also 
struck down a chimney, and entered the roof of Mr. Edward 
Humble's (bookseller) dwellinff-house, near the Forth, and at the 
same instant Shattered one of the pillars of the firont door, com- 
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municattDg with and destroying all the wires of the beUs in the 
first and second stories^ shatters the stock of a ^un in the ^^rhgn, 
also the window shutters of three roomsy singeing the pinery and 
tossiiig ebont the h'me from the tops of the windows where the bell- 
wires communicated ; then burst out of the back stair-case window 
with a dreadful explosion, similar to the dischaif[e of a cannon, and 
fillii^ the rooms with a black sulphureous smoke. None o£ the 
famify^ were materially hurt ; Mrs. Humble was deprived for a few 
minutes of her hearing, and experienced a numbness in one arm ; 
one of the maid-servants was slighdy scorched in one. The l%ht- 
ning set a bark mill near St. Andrew's church on fire, but fbttii- 
nately it was extinguished without much damage, except to the 
wamfa and one b^un. Mrs. Hawks' house, near Jesmond, was 
struck, and the works of a gdd watch, which was hanging up in 
one of the rooms, were melted, and considerable damage was done 
to the walls, pictures, &c. The lightning struck the house of Mr. P. 
Dale, of Walker, near Newcastle, threw down the chimney and a 
great number of tiles, broke seventeen squares of glass, tore off the 
window shutters, and dashed them i^ainst the garden pales, scat- 
tered the plaster about the house, and filled the rooms with a sul- 
phureous smoke, but did not injure any of the family. A horse was 
lulled by it at Coxlodge. The hailstones, or rather pieces of ice, 
were very large, and fell in great abundance. 

1809 (Aug, \2)* — One of the heaviest showers of rain ever 
remembered fell in Newcastle, and its neighbourhood. It con- 
tinued with little intermission for the space of six hours, with 
such violence, that eveiy brook and rivulet were swelled to a 
most alarming height. The small stream of water, whidi runs 
through Pandon, in that town, overflowed its banks, and inun- 
dated most of the houses in New Pandonnstreet and the Stock 
Bridge, to the depth of three to four feet of water. A boy, named 
George Innis, about five years old, son of George Innis, smith, 
PaDdon*>gate, had a most miraculous escape. Whilst amusing him- 
self along with several other children, with wading in the water 
near the mustard-mill, at the foot oi Pandon Dean, he ventured too 
much into the stream, and was swept away, hy the impetuosi^ of 
the current. Near ihe place fitmi whence he was taken away, 
the water enters an inclosed conduit, through which he was car- 
ried fi^r the space of three hundred yards, and precimtated with 
great fury down a fall of sixteen feet in the midst of its course. 
At the extremity of the conduit, he was most providentially per- 
ceived by a man, who, at the imminent hazard of his own life, 
sprang into the water, and succeeded in rescuing him irom his 
perOous situation ; and such was the rsmditv of the current, that it 
was with great difficulty the man was hnnseff prevented fit>m being 
borne away by it. The boy, when first taken out, exhitnted very 
little appearance (^animation, but in a short time he came to him- 
self, having received only some bruises. At four o'clock the saoie 
afternoon, a diort but severe thunder storm passed over that town. 
A man of the name of Henderson, of Angerton Moor, who had 
ran for dielter mto a elied at the Cowgate on the town-moor, was. 
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together with four horses, struck dead by the lightnbig. It was 
somewhat remarkable, that the hat of the deceased was torn from 
his head, and forced upwards with such fury, as to be closely 
jambed in the crevice of two boards which were placed imme« 
diately over the place where he had been standing. Another 
man and a boy, and two other horses, in the same place at the 
time, were also struck down, but afterwards recovered. Several 
cows and horses at the fiiir, at that time holding on the CowUU, 
were scorched by the lightning. A man named LiddeU, servant 
to Mr. Freeman, miller, near West Jesmond, in endeavouring to 
cross the Ousebum, near that place, with a horse, was unfbrtu* 
nately drowned ; the horse was saved. 

1809 (Aug. 16^.r— Lord Barnard, the eldest, son of the earl of Dar- 
lington, attained die age of 21 years, upon which occasion, a plenti- 
ful dinner was provided at Raby castle, for his lordship's tenantry. 
The park euns were fired at one o'clock, and a ball was given to 
the tenants wives and daughters in the evening. An ox was roasted 
whole at Darlington, and distributed with plenty of bread and ale 
to the populace ; another was roasted and distributed in like manner 
at Piersebridge ; a third at Staindrop ; a fourth at Cockfield ; a fifth 
at Bamardcastle, and a sixth at Middleton-in-Teesdale, at all of 
which places, there were great rejoicings. 

Aug%iut 19^— John Boyd was executed at Morpeth, pursuant 
to his sentence, for a forgery on the Durham Bank. He was taken 
to the place of execution in a chaise ; and being a Roman Catholic, 
was attended by the Rev. Mr. Lawson. He was handsomely 
dressed in a suit of black, with black silk stockings, in which attire, 
at his own request, he was deposited in the earth. This unfor- 
tunate young man, who was only twenty-four years of affe, had 
very respect^le connexions in Ireland, but had assumed a fiilse 
name, that this history of his guilt might never reach the know- 
ledge of his firiends and relatives. 

Sepiember 14.— An explosion took place in SjUmgworth col- 
liery, by which unfortunate occurrence twelve human beings lost 
their lives. 

October 8. — ^In the evening, two daughters of Mr. John Storey, 
of Cambo, near Blyth, one aged 22, and the other 11 years, were 
unfiirtunately drowned. The father had been fishing at sea for 
his amusement, and returned in the evening ; the eldest daughter 
went to assist in securing the boat, the younger remained at a dis- 
tance with a light, which, suddenly disappearing, the elder went 
to ascertain the cause ; but the unhappy father beheld them no 
more alive. It was supposed that they had got on a quicksand at 
the edge of the river, and then fell in. October 2dth, the unhappy 
parent, in a fit of despondency for the loss of his daughters, termi- 
nated his life by throwing himself into the river with a large stone 
tied about his waist. He left a widow and six children, the 
youngest at the breast. 

October 17 Mr. Sinton, of the Shidd-field mill, near New- 
castle, having stopped the mill and ascended the wands to adjust 
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the mU, the brake suddenly gave wajr, and he was carried round 
upon the wand with great velocity far near a quarter of an hour. Hig 
distressing situation being perceived by the men of Pandon Dean 
mill, assistance was immediately sent, and he was rescued from bis 
perilous situation without having received any bodily injury:; it 
was, however, a considerable time before he recovered his recid- 
lecdon. 

1809 ^ Oct 25>^-The jubilee, on his roa- 



I jesty's (King George III.) entrance into the 
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|50tfi year of his reign, was celebrated in 
Newcastle by public rejoicings, and acts of 
munificence and liberality ; — it having been 
ascertained that it wouId.be more grateful to 
the feelings, not only of the monarch, but 
also of the subject, that in lieu of an illumi- 
1 should be made for the foundation of a public 
^lan of Mr, Lancaster and Dr. Bell, several re- 
jbligingly undertook to wait upon the luhabitanta 
on the two preceding days for their contributions, when upwards of 
£600. were collected. By another subscription, coramenced amongst 
the ladies and gentlemen, ten prisoners were liberated from the gaol. 
To this lost the conwration subscribed 50 guineas, and the members 
of parliament for the town 30 guineas, making in all £186. 17i. 6d. 
The day was ushered in by the ringing of belts, the Sag was hoisted 
on the castle, flags were also displayed upon some of the churches^ 
and also by the ships in the river. The Union Society of cliange- 
ringers rang in St. Nicholas' belfry a complete peal of Holt's grand- 
sire triples, consisting of 5,040 changes, in three hours and nineteea 
minutes. The Newcastle associated volunteer infantry, under the 
command of Sir Matthew White Ridley, barL, marched to St. Ni- 
cholas' church, as did also the West Suffolk, the Royal artilleiy, 
and the 6th dragoons ; the mayor and magistrates attended divine 
service, also lieutenant-general Dundas and his staff; an excellent 
sermon, from the ^d chapter of St. Paul's epistle to the Hebrews, 
part of the 4th verse, was preached by the Rev. John Smith, A. M., 
vicar; after which the above-mentioned corps, with the Newcastle 
volunteers, and South Tyne legion, proceeded to the town-moor, 
where they were drawn up in line, and after the artillery had fired 
a royal saiute of 31 guns, made three excellent vollies in honour 
(rf tne day; they then marched past lieutenant-general Dundas, 
The volunteers proceeded to the Sandhill, and fired three vollies. 
The mayor, the members of the town, the sheriff, Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Dundas and his staff. Sir C. M. L. Monck, and about BO gentle- 
men, dined at Loflus's ; the band of the armed association attended. 
Upwards of 500 poor persons belonging to the parish of St. Nicholas 
dined in the yard of tne poor-house of that parish. By the hospi- 
tality of major Anderson, and a few other benevolent burgesses, 
the poor members of the Freemen's Hospital, in the Manor Chare, 
dined together, on the green before the house. The bim and girU 
in each of the charity schools were dined, by order of a party of 
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gentlemeiiy irfiOy after the chSdren had dinedi ordered the teachers 
a dionery and a bottle of wine each. Sir Cuthbert Heron* bart^ 
difltributed beef and bread to fifW poor housekeepers in Gallowgate* 
Tbe congregation of the Rev* William Turner, in Hanover-squarei 
gave to each of the poor belonging to that chapel, beef, bread, por<* 
ter, tea, and lump-sugar, to be used at their own houses. Lieuten* 
asit-colonel Burdon presented the officers of the South Tjne legion 
with a dinner, at Forster's, the Queen*s-head inn ; and an elegant 
cop, of the value of £120., was presented by the non-commissioned 
officers and j^vates of diat regiment to theur commandant, who 
provided a di];mer for them, in a field near West Jesmond. In the 
evening, there was a ball and supper at the Assembly-rooms, which 
was numerously attended. 

Hie inhabitants of the city of Durham evinced their attachment 
Co their sovereign, by various acts of munificence, extending to 
iheir dependents and inferiors satisfiu^tion and comfort, and ex- 
pressive of their own contentment and happiness. Exclusively of 
a kne sum appropriated by the reverend the dean and chapter for 
tbe liberation of prisoners confined for small debts, a general col- 
lection, amounting to £120.^ was made and distributed to more 
than 1,000 poor families. Thomas Wilkinson, of Oswald-house, esq. 
presented to a great number of poor old persons two shillings and 
sixpence each ; upwards of 500 charity oiildren were also enabled 
to participate in the ^neral festivity. Besides the masonic^ there 
were several select dmner parties. The ball and supper at Alsop's 
rooms, were most fashionably and numerously attended. 

Thejubilee was celebrated at Alnwick with uncommon festivity 
and joy. An appropriate sermon was preached in the parish chindk 
bf me Rerv. Mr. Fioctor, to a crowded audience ; each freeman and 
fifeeman's widow received one guinea to drink his majesty's health. 
The chamberlains and council dined at the Black Bull. The Percy 
tenantry were placed upon the extensive ramparts of the Castle, 
and the artillery at the battery, and the cavalry, were drawn up on 
the plain before the battery, when three feux de joU were nred 
Chroiighout the whole, which had a most beautiful effect After 
whicl^ the officers dined at the castle with Earl Percy, their colo- 
nel ; and the»different companies dined at the various inns. 

At Berwick, the day was ushered in with the ringing of bells. 
In the forenoon, the mayor and magistrates attended uvine service 
at church, when an iqppropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Joseph Barnes, the vicar. After the service in the church was 
concluded, the Forfiurshire militia marched from the barracks to 
the walls, and beine set at proper distances round the fortifications 
of &e town, fired mteefeux dejcie^ the cannon firing betwixt each 
roond of the infantry, twice seventeen and once sixteen times, 
making %lkf rounds in honour of the day. The militia having 
marched into the Parade, fired three excellent vollies. Colond 
Allan, M.P., gave a dinner to above six hundred boys, mostly be- 
longing to the sdiools in the town, the masters of which attended. 
The mayor, magistrates, and a great number of gentlemen, dined 

yOL. II. H 
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at the Red Lion inn. In the evening, there was a ball at the As- 
semblv-room ; there was also a ball and supper at the Town-hall 
(which, with the spire, was illuminated), given by Colonel Allan, 
both of which were numerously attended. The evening's amuse- 
ments out of doors concluded with fire-works. 

Every town, and many of the villages within the counties of 
Durham and Northumberland, evinced their joy and gratitude at 
their beloved monarch's lengthened years. 

1809 r^w. 22/— Died, in the Freemen's Hospital, in the 
Manor-cnare, Newcastle, Mary Huntley, aged 102 years. 

This year, died at Wingate Grange, in the county of Durham, 
Mr. T. Watson, aged 106 years. 

An act was this year passed for constituting Gateshead Fell a 
separate rectory, and one acre of ground was ordered to be allotted 
to the rector of Gateshead, for the site of a church and church- 
yard, leaving, however, the whole of the original parish still united 
as to the jdint maintenance of the poor, "nie foundation stone of 
a new church on Gateshead Fell was laid May 13 th, 1824, vMdi 
see. 

An act was also obtained this year for paving, watching, lighting, 
and cleansing the town of Sunderland ; for removing the market, 
for building a town-hall or market-house, and otherwise improving 
the said town, and for establishing a watch on the river Wear. 

The Moot-hall, in the Castle Garth, Newcastle, where the assizes^ 
&c., for the county of Northumberland were held, was pulled down. 

A buoy, stationed about two miles to the north-east of Bam- 
borough-castle, in Northumberland, was, in the winter of this year, 
carried away in a violent storm, and found, together with a lai^ 
piece of metal, which served as an anchor, on the sand near Nova- 
Scotia. 

On opening a gap in a wall near Bamborough, for the passage of 
carts, a toad, which had been incarcerated in the centre of the 
wall, was found alive and set at liberty. A mason, named Georee 
Wilson, when building this wall sixteen years before, had wantonly 
immured the animal in a close cavity formed of lime and stone^ 
just sufficient to contain it, and whicn he plastered so closely as 
seemingly to prevent the admission of air. When discovered, it 
seemed at first, as must naturally be supposed, in a very torpid state ; 
but it soon recovered animation and activity ; and as if sensible of 
the blessings of freedom, made its way K> a collection of stones, 
and disappeared. 

1809. — This year and the following, CoUingwood-street, in New- 
castle (called after the gallant admird), was formed, and the houses 
which stood near the north porch of St. Nicholas' church, were 
pulled down, by which a large area, called St. Nicholas' Square, is 
formed in front of that elegant structure. An equestrian statue, or 
a column, in memory of a monarch, or an illustrious townsmaiv 
erected in the centre of this square, would be highly ornamental. 

1810 (Jan. 10^.*«Died, at Alnham, in Nort£umberland, John 
Rutherford, aged 100 years. He had formerly been a shephenL 
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1810 (Jan. 16/ — ^Died, within the rules of the King's Bench pri- 
son, London, and was buried on the 23d in the vault of St. George s 
church, in the Borough, Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes, esq. 
This In^ fortune hunter ^ then Mr. Stoney, came to Newcastle, an 
ensign in the 4th regiment of foot, where he had the address to 
marry Miss Newton,* only child of William Newton, of Bumop- 
field, in the county of Durham, esq., with a very large fortune. In 
1770, Ensign Stoney, succeeded Mr. Forrest, (promoted to a cap- 
taincy) as lieutenant in the 4th regiment of foot.f After the re- 
giment was disbanded, Mr. Stoney retired on half-pay to the seat 
of his wife's ancestors. His wife, after suffering much cruel treat- 
ment, died leaving no issue. In 1777, he mamed the countess of 
Strathmore, a most accomplished young widow, whose lord had 
died at Lisbon, leaving her in the possession of immense property. 
In consequence of this marriage, he assumed the name of Bowes. 
On the death of Sir Walter Blackett, this year, he stood a contest 
for Newcastle, against Sir John Trevelyan, bart, but was unsuc- 
cessful. In 1780, he served the office of high sheriff of Northum- 
berland, and in the month of September the same year, was chosen 
a representative in parliament for Newcastle. In 1785, the count- 
ess obtained a divorce against her husband for cruelty, and in 1787, 
articles of peace were again exhibited against him, in consequence 
of which, he was finally sentenced to pay a fine of dCSOO. to his 
majesty, to be confined in the kine's bench prison for three years, 
and at the expiration thereof, to find security for fourteen years, 
himself in £10,000. and two sureties in £5,000. each. The countess 
wrote a very bitter, but just epitaph, which she sent to Bowes dur- 
ing his confinemenL In 1790, a sentence of excommunication, 
decreed by the high court of delegates, against A. R. S. Bowes, 
esq., for contumacy and not having paid the expenses of the said 
court, amounting to £553. 8«. 6J. ; in a cause instituted by Mary 
Eleanor Bowes, his wife, was read in the parish church of St. 
Nicholas, in Newcastle. Bowes was a compound of baseness and 
hjrpocrisy, and his acts (even when in prison) were of the blackest 
dye. To sum up his character in the words of his biographer, " he 
was a villain to the back-bone !" A portrait of Bowes is prefixed 
to the memoirs of his life, written by Jesse Foote, his surgeon and 
friend. The countess of Strathmore died April 28th, 1800. See 
vol. u pages 229 and 270. 

January 20 — ^Died, at the Forest Bum, Rothbury, Matthew 
Hall, aged 107 years, 

January 30. — Died in the county poor-house, in Gallow-gate. 
Newcastle, Mary Walker, widow, aged 102 years. 

/^e6rtfary^— Frevious to digging the foundation for the county 

* November 6th, 1768, was married at St Andrew's church, in New- 
castle, hy the Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Ellison, Andrew llobinson Stoney, esq., 
an ensign in the 4th r^ment (Brudeneirs), to Miss Newton, .of Westgate- 
•Ifeet, an heiress with a fortune of £20,000.— >i\rCTrcff«t/(ff Courani and ^rw- 
eatUe Journal qfUtU dale. 

f Ncvcattk Chronicle, January 27th, 1770. 
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courts, in Newcasde, it was necessaiy to remove an enormous 
mound, surrounded by the Moot-hall on the north (then removed^, 
and by what was called the half-moon battery, on ttie south. This 
vast accumulation of ashes, &c. was about thirty-two feet higli» 
above one hundred feet in length, and of great breadth. The be- 
g^nnine of this month, on digging the foundation after its remoTal, 
several antiquities were discovered, which proved this to have been 
the site of a Roman station. When at the depth of five feet from 
the surface, a well of Roman masonry was discovered near the e^ge 
of the bank. It is near the centre of the present buildinir. To 
raise it to the desiredlevel, a very strong wall in the form of a tra- 
pezium, and inclosing about ten square yards, had been constructed 
on frame work, of beams of oak, fixed perpendicularly and horizon- 
tally in the river bank, and filled up withm and without with clean 
blue clay. The beams of oak were ranarkably firesh, and near the 
bottom of two of them, that were placed perpendicularly, stags* 
horns of great size and diickness were found. Between the fiusti- 
tious and original bank was a thick layer of ferns, grassesi bramUes^ 
and twigs of birdi and oak, firmly matted together. Near the 
north-east comer of the court-house were found two Roman altars, 
one bearing an illegible inscription, the other plain. There were 
also large quantities of Roman pottery, two copper coins of Anto- 
ninus Rus, 'and a part of the shaft of a Corinthian pillar, richly 
fluted, and of excellent workmanship. Near the altars there w&e 
found a smidl axe, a concave stone, bearing marks of fire, split 
and with thin flakes of lead in the fissures, also fragments of 
millstones and foundations of walls, firm and impenetrable as the 
hardest rock. At the bottom of the well were found two budcets 
with their iron chains. 

1810^Fe6. 6J^ — ^Died, at Bamardcastle, Maigaret Gowland, 
aged 105 years. 

February 22.-— About two o'clock on the morning, a most tre- 
mendous &e broke out in the steam com and paper mill, on the 
premises of Mr. Harrison, baker, Gateshead. A few minutes after 
the first discovery of the calamitjr, the whole of the mill was com- 
pletely in flames, and the fire had communicated to the adjoining 
dwelling house of Mr. Harrison, where it spread itself with such 
rapidity, that the fiunily had scarce time to save their lives ; hap- 
pily, however, they all escaped unhurt, but of the furniture and 
other effects of the house, not any part was preserved, nor even a 
single article of wearing apparel. On the first alarm, the fire-bell 
was rung, and the fire-engines hastened to the spot, but before 
they comd be of any use, Uie dwelling-house of Mr. Harrison was 
completely levelled with the ground; and the adjoining one 
occupied by Mr. Anderson, grocer, in such a state of confla* 
gration, that it was utterly impossible to prevent it sharing the 
same fitte. The fire was, however, prevented from spreading far^ 
ther on that side, and ihe exertions of the firemen were happily 
attended with such success, that the dwelling-house adjoining to 
Mr. Harrison on the other side, and tenanted by Mr. John Mar- 
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flhally printer^ was preflenred from de8truction> and the fire which 
bad comrnunicated to it extinguished. The whole was got under 
about nine o'clock. Mr. Anderson lost the whole of his furniture^ 
dothes, &C. and nearly the contents of his shop. Mr. Marshall also 
sustained a considerable loss by the hasty removal of his stock, 
die premises being contiguous to the river, made the illumination 
awfuDy grand from Newcastle. There was a veiy liberal subscrip- 
limif^thesuiierers. ^ 

1810 (FA* 27^«— A grand masonic procession took place at 
Berwick, on the occasion of laying the foundation stone of a new 
pier for that harbour ; the day was ushered in by the ringing of 
bdlsy dec The different lodges of freemasons m>m the neijgh- 
bouring towns joining that of Berwick, assembled on the morning, 
at the town-hall, along with the m«;istniites, commissioners, and a 
number of respectable inhabitants, from thence they wall^ to the 
dinrch in due order, where an excellent sermon was preached on 
the occasion by the Rev. J. Barnes, vicar of Berwick. After ser- 
vice, they proceeded (attended by the band, and a ffuwd of the 
Forfiffshire militia, then lying there), to lay the fiiundation stone. 
After the Rev. William Johnstone, of Spital, chaplain to the lodge 
of St. George, had delivered a short prayer, the stone in whidi 
was deposited a bottle, containing all the dtfibrant coins of George 
IIL with several medals, and two plates, with suitable inscriptions 
on them, was laid down amidst tne acclamations of an imm^ise 
concourse of people. When the ceremony, which was honoured 
bv a royal salute from the cannon on the ramparts, followed by the 
nips of the harbour, who dimlayed dieir flags on the occasion, was 
over, the procession returned to the town-mdl, where the lodge of 
St. George dined ; the other lodges dined at their reflective rooms, 
and the wr conduded with the greatest harmony. 

Manh 7. — ^Died off Minorca, on board tiie Ville de F^uris, the 
day after his departure for Eng^d, vioe*admiral Lord Coiling- 
wood, born at Newcastle in the year 1750. He was the friend and 
confidant of Lord Nelson, and after the fifdl of that gallant admiral 
at the battle off Cape Trafidgar, Admiral Collingwood completed 
the victory in the most gallant style, for whidi conduct November 
84th, 1805, the freedom of the dty of London and a sword of 200 
guineas value were voted to him. November 21st the same year, 
the common council of Newcastle, voted him a piece of plate value 
150 guineas, and the master and brethren cf the Trinity-house, 
presented him with the freedom of that corporation in a gold-box. 
The Newcastle Armed Associated Volunteer Infantry voted him 
a piece of plate, value 125 guineas, for his meritorious conduct on 
the same occasion. It was made in London, and wasan elegant 
silver enchased tureen, contaming his lordship's arms, with other 
emblematical devices, and an appropriate inscription. May 11th, 
his lordship's remains were interred in St. Paul's cathedraL August 
dth, 1812, a fine whde length portrait of his lordship which had 
been voted by die Newcastle Volunteers, to be placed in the Guild- 
haU of that town, was, after an elegant speech, presented by 
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lieutenant colonel Clennell, at the head of the regiment, to the major 
and other members of the corporation. The regiment then fired 
three vollies, and the guns on the castle fired a salute. The por« 
trait is painted by Lonsdale in his best manner. In 1821, a ceno- 
taph by Rossi, to the memory of Lord Collingwood, was placed in 
the nave of St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle. It is a marble bust 
of his lordship, placed upon a pedestal, whereon is recorded his 
various achievements. An engraved portrait is prefixed to his me- 
moirs. Lad3r Collingwood died September 16th, 1819. 

1810 (March IS J. — A self-acting plane of a wonderful construc- 
tion, was put in motion, for the purpose of conveying coals from 
Bewioke-main colliery, to tlie Tyne. It was constructed and ex- 
ecuted under the direction of Samuel Cooke, esq., of Ayton4iouse, 
one of the owners of the colliery. The length of the rope on this 
plane was 1,600 yards, and it was made to convey fifty chaldron 
waggons of coals, at the astonishing speed of ten miles in one hour. 

March 16« — Died, at Lamesley, in the county of Durham, Mrs. 
Mary Potter, aged 100 years. 

This month, as the workmen were digging to the common sewer^ 
for a house in Collingwood-street, Newcastle, then buildinff for the 
late Mr. John Amett, tallow-chandler, they discovered a fine frag- 
ment of the Roman wall, built by the Emperor Severus, upwards 
of 1,600 years before. In the wall was found a stone hollowed out 
like a mortar, and containing some bones and ashes or red earth. 
This hollow stone was inverted upon a thin stone and formed part 
of the fiu:e of the wall. 

April I4 — About one o'clock on the morning, several CuUercoats 
fishermen, launched their boats and went to sea, it being smoother 
than it had been for many days. They got off and examined thdt 
great lines, where they had left them some time previously. Whilst 
Uiey were thus employed, a heavy storm arose. The alarming si- 
tuation of the boats was seen from Hartley. The Blyth life boat 
was sent for, and promptly obtained, accompanied by numbers of 
people. The wind, about three o'clock in the afternoon, blew 
strong from £. S. £., and the sea very high. The boat being man- 
ned, uen pulled through the breakers, soon reached the fishing 
cobles, ana after taking out the men and much of their gdir, the 
majority unfortunately agreed to land near Bates*s Isle, instead of 
making for Blyth or Shields harbours, the former of which they 
could have reached in an hour. In returning and nearing the mar- 
gin of the tempestuous main, one high and ridgy wave broke into 
the boat, killed or dreadfully maimed the steersman and two or 
three others, stove the boat almost to pieces, yet she still floated, 
her gunwales even with the broken water. Another heavy wave 
following when she was near the land and under no command, ^e 
struck the ground splitting nearly in two, the cork floated out, and 
the firagments were entirely dispersed. Only two men out of twen- 
ty-seven, escaped to land ; one a Swede and the other a seaman 
named Thomas LiUy, belonging to Hartley. During the whole of 
this heart-rending scene, the shore was lined with near two 
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thousand people. Among the BuflTerers were a father and four 8ons» 
named Armstrong ; several left widows and large families. A very 
liberal subscription was raised in the neighbouring towns for the 
distressed families. 

1810 f'Jprt/ld^^— Died, at Chester-le-street, aged 79» Sir Thomas 
Conyers, bart. He inherited of this once illustrious family, nothing 
but the title, which expired with him. Such is the mutability of 
human affiurs, that this man, whose ancestors were lords of Horden, 
and inheritors of extensive lands, actually broke stones upon the 
turnpike ! and was in the poor-house at Chester-le-street, until by 
the generous charity of the late bishop (Barrington) of Durham, 
and other gentlemen of the county, his latter davs were made com- 
fortable. There is a small engraved portrait of Sir Tliomas Conyers. 

April 23. — ^This being the day am>ointed bv Simon Temj^e, esq., 
far opening his new ooUiery, at South Shields, the morning was 
ushered in by the ringing of bells, &c. &c. Eight waggons being 
loaded with the coals, were about one o'clock drawn by one horse 
from the pit to the staith, preceded by the band of the East York 
militia, and followed bv Mr. Temple, and a long procession of his 
friends, and two associations of snipwrights under their banners. 
Seven of the waggons in succession, were let down by a new in* 
duied plane to the deck of the ship Maida, belonging to Mr. Tem- 
ple, which was decorated with colours. The debvery of each was 
succeeded by a general discharge of cannon, and three times three 
cheera from the surrounding multitude. The eighth waggon was 

flven to the fomilles of the unfortunate inen belonging to South 
hields, who were prisoners in France. The company then pro- 
ceeded to Hylton castle, where one hundred and fifty gentlemen 
sat down to dinner. The high sheriff of Northumoerland, the 
mayor of Newcastle, several of Uie chapter of Durham, and most of 
the magistrates of the district, were at the table. At eight o'clock 
the ball commenced. At one o'clock, near four hundred ladies and 
gentlemen sat down to supper ; after which dancing recommenced 
and continued till near six, when all retired highly pleased with the 
entertainment and reroectful attention paid to them. 

Same day, died at Sunderland, Mrs. Douglas, in the 101st year 
of her age. 

Mojf i, — The lighthouses at North Shields, after being rebuilt 
were ftrst lighted, and the tide flag hoisted. 

Ma^ 9« — ^The foundation stone of a wall to form a new street 
between Newgate-street and Gallowgate, Newcastle, was laid by 
Sir Cuthbert Heron, bart, under which he deposited silver and 
copper coins of his majesty George 111. This street was afterwards 
called Heron-street. In 1824, Uiis street was much improved by 
pulling down an 61d house which stood across it. 

Maif 21.—- A most tremendous storm of thunder and lightning 
visited Felton and the neighbourhood. The electric fluid entered 
the house of Mr. Williajn Cowens, fiirmer, at East Thirston, it shi- 
vered to pieces a press-bed standing in the kitchen, and ran along 
and melted die bell-wires attached to three rooms ; in the parlour 
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a doeet door was idUl At this moment Mr. Cowona come in froaa 
the field, and his oog, which was close behind him, waa killed on 
the spot. There was a loaded gwi stan^ng in the passage, which 
exploded soon after. When the alarm had a little aubsided, it was 
discovered that the rooms <m the second floor were on fire, and it 
was supposed that the lightning, wbic^ had been attracted by the 
curtain rods, had set fire to the window curtaiiis and bedJianguigs. 
The fiames were, however, soon extisgtashed, A great number of 
squares oF glass in the windows were breken, and the roof of the 
house was penetrated in several places, but no person sustained any 

1810 (Mag 2iJ — The foundation of a new bridge was laid at 
Thropton, near Rothbury. On this occasion, the CoquetdBle ran- 
gers, and Percy tenantry paraded. The Rev. Dr. Watson laid the 
first stone, and delivered an appropriate prayer ; as each stone was 
laid, the volunteers fired a volley. The ceremony being finished, 
the procession retwned to Xliropton, where a la?^ p>rty sat down 
to dmaer, and spent the day in the greatest harmony. 



Maif 29^— The Sode^ of Arts presented a gold medal to the 
late Mr. Isaac Jopling, senior, of GateAead, for penetrating into 
the remotest comers of the North Highlands, ctiscovering variety 
of marbles, woilcing the quarries, and bringing (at great labour and 
expense) the produce of these almost inaccessible regions into use. 
The above wood cut by the late Mr. Thomas Bewick, represents 
correctly die obverse coid reverse of this beautiful medal, which 
weighs loz. lOdwts. and lOgrs. For an interesting account of the 
difficulties which Mr. Jopling bad to encounter, whilst working the 
quarries in Sutherlandshire, see the " lyansactiotts of the Soetetj/ 
ofArtM, 8fc" for 1810, vol. xxviii. p. 59. The marble works in 
Gateshead, are stiU carried on by Mrs. Isaac Jopling, junior, to 
whose Idndness I am indebted im the loan of the above wood cut. 

Jtme 1.— Died, at South Shields, Mr. Andrew Bowmaker, aged 
103 years. 

June 4. — The foundation stone of the Jubilee sdiool, near the 
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keelmens' hospital, on the New-road Newcastle, was laid by Qeatge 
Anderson, esq^ in commemoration of the 50tli year of the reign 
of his majesty George ni„ and being also the anniversary of hit 
birth, the troops in the garrison, joined by several volunteer corps, 
assembled on the Town^moor, and fired in honour of the day. 
March 4th, 1811, this school was first opened. 

1810 fjvne 21 J^ — ^The foundation stone of a new charity school, 
near the church, North Shields, was laid with great sdlemnity by 
John Scott, es<]^ one of the magistrates for the county, assisted by 
William Linskill, Robert Laing, esqrs., and others. The Rev. 
WHliam Haswell, then stood upon the stone, and pronounced a 
benediction suitable to the occasion, after which he delivered an 
elegant oration. A brass plate, with an inscription, and several 
coins of the reign of George III. were deposited in the stone. 

Same day, died, at Jarrow, Mary Wolfe, aged 105 years. 

Jufy 15« — ^Died, at Sunderland, Elizabeth Hall, aged 105 years. 
Her twin-brother died about five years before, aged 100 years, and 
her mother lived to the aee of 108 years. 

Jufy 23« — The foundation stone of the new county courts for 
the county of Northumberland, in the Castle Garth, Newcastle, 
was laid by the right honourable Earl Percy, as representative of 
his grace the duke of Northumberland. The magistrates and a 
considerable number of gentlemen of Newcastle and the county 
assembled at the Guildhall, at eleven o'clock, and firom thence 
walked to the site of the courts. On the arrivd of Earl Percy and 
the procession at the site, the Percy tenantry and the Newcastle 
volunteers, who were drawn up in a square, presented arms, and a 
royal salute of 21 guns, was fired firom the castle. Thomas Clen- 
nell, esq., the chairman of the bench of magistrates of the county 
then made a neat speech, after which he presented the silver trow- 
el to the noble earl, in the name of the justices, to lay the founda* 
tion of the building. A plate, with a suitable inscription, and va« 
riouB gold, silver, and copper coins of the reign of King Georee 
III. having been deposited in a cavity cut in the stone, his lordship 
proceeded to the masonic part of the ceremony, after which, hia 
lordship addressed the audience, which was received with a burst 
of acclamaUon. The clerk of the peace, then handed to the chair- 
man a letter from his grace the diuce of Northumberland, inclosing 
a donation of £3,000. towards the erection of the building, in aid 
of the county rates, which, his grace observed, would fall heavy on 
the less opulent fireeholders. The chairman mounting the stone, 
and displaying the three banknotes of £1,000. each, explained the 
purport of the letter, and observed, this was another proof of the 
generosity of the no^le house of Percy. The gift was received 
with three times three cheers , and on the proposition of the chair* 
man, the letter and the thanks of the magistrates were immediately 
entered in the archives of the county. Another royal salute was 
fired firom the castle, the Newcastle volunteers firing a volley be-* 
tween every seventh gun. The procession then returned to the 
Guildhall. In the afternoon, about ninety gentlemen sat down to 

VOL.11. I 
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a sumptuous dinner.* at the Queens Head inn, in Pilgrim-street, 
Earl Percy in tlie chair. His lordship gave £50. to the workmen 
employed in building the courts. This and the following year, the 
assizes for the county of Northumberland were held in St. Nicholas' 
church. 

1810 (Aug. 2J. — A young whale, called a finner, was towed into 
Sunderland by a Scots sloop, which picked it up off Holy Island. 
It measured thirty feet in length. 

August 7. — ^Whilst an act of parliament was passing for rebuild- 
ing St. Edmund's chapel, in Gateshead, which had long been in 
ruins, a new chapel was begun and built by subscription. It was 
consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, on the above day, and 
an appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. John CoUinson, 
A. M., rector of Gateshead, from 1 Tim. chap. ilL ver. 15. August 
7th the following year, the burial ground of this chapel was con- 
secrated by the lord bishop of Durham, and an appropriate sermon 
preached on the occasion by the Rev. John CoUinson, A. M., 
rector of Grateshead, from Genesis, chap, xxiii, ver« 2, 3, 4. The 
following year the ruins of St. Edmund's chapel were taken down, 
and houses for the three elder brethren were at the same time re- 
built a little to the north of the new chapel. 

August 16. — An extraordinary high tide, accompanied with a 
boisterous north wind, and a very tempestuous sea, swept away 
about thirty-six yards in length of the outer wall of Clifford's Fort, 
at the east end of North Shields. Some masses of stones were 
carried by the force of the water, near thirty yards from the site 
of the wall. It also tore up and carried away some hundreds of 
tons of earth and gravel to the eastward of the Fort, and destroyed 
the blocks which had been erected for laying down the frame of a 
new ship on his grace the duke of Northumberland's premises. 

SeptimheT 3. — The remains of a human skeleton were dug up on 
the bank side, near the southern end of Stephenson-street, North 
Shields. An old house had been pulled down near the spot, in 
order to enlarge and beautify the street, and within a few yards of 
its site, the bones were discovered ; a few years before, another 
skeleton was dug up near the same place. It was believed this 
was the old house, wherein, in the year 1705, the duke of Argyle, 
then a resident at Chirton, near North Shields, received so many 
bruises in a night brawl or revel, as occasioned his death shortly 
thereafter. It was occupied by Paphian nymphs, and often resort- 
ed to by the noble duke, of pleasurable and profligate memory. 
The following is extracted from the register of baptisms at 
St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle : — '^ 1701, November 18th. 
Archald, son of Mr. Andrew Kennedy, vintner ; Barbara Ux. — 
Archbald duke- of Argile, Bartram Stote, esq., and Mrs. Ann 
Potts, ff markt." The three last-mentioned persons were sponsors 
of the child, wha had been named after this unfortunate noble- 

• Anthony Hood, esq., alderman of Newcastle, felt rather indisposed dur- 
ing the procession, whicn prevented his attendance at dinner, and he died in 
the night, to the great grief of all bis acquaintance. 
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man ; Mr. Stote was no doubt of the family of Stote» once owners 
of Stote's hall, at Jesmond. << ff Markt" means the Flesh Market, 
iprhere I would infer Mr. Kennedy, the father of the child, resided. 
See June 2d, 1814. 

1810 fSqO. IS J. — The opening of the cut, or canal, made for 
altering the course of the river Tees, between Stockton and 
Portrack, was commenced at Stockton by public rejoicings, llie 
morning was ushered in by the ringing of bells. At nalfpast 
seven, Siree sloops decorated with flags, &c. proceeded from I^rt- 
rack through the canal, attended by the volunteer band of music, 
the custom-house boat, the Redcar life-boat, and a numerous as- 
semblage of pleasure-boatSy Sec. ; several guns were fired firom the 
vessels as each entered into and went out of the canal, which were 
returned by guns placed on the quays at Stockton. When the 
sloops arrived at Stockton, the company's flag (most elegantly de- 
signed) was taken down from the mast head of the sloop which 
came up first, and conveyed dirough the street, preceded by the 
band of music, and placed on the top of the cupola on the Town- 
ludL At twelve o'clock, the workmen were regaled with meat 
and drink, and at two o'clock, seventy gentlemen sat down in the 
Town-hall to dinner, the volunteer band performing. 

October 25. — This being the day which completed the half cen- 
tury of the reign of his late majesty George III., was celebrated 
at Alnwick with great splendour. Ine day was ushered in by the 
reveiUe and a morning gun, when the colours were hoisted on the 
castle, and before noon. Lord Percy's artillery, wall-piece men, 
cavahy, and nine companies of the rifle corps, upwards of 750 
men, nad marched into the castle, and taken post upon the saluting 
battery, the towers and battlements of the castle ; the other hnS 
of his lordship's corps having assembled on Tyne-side. At one 
o'clock, the Jeu dejoie was fired by each branch of the corps re- 
spectively, mingled with the loudest cheers and music. After 
firing, the volunteers were refreshed with cold meat and^ale ; they 
then returned to their quarters, where good hot dinners were pre- 
pared for them, at the duke's expense. His grace ordered an ox 
to be roasted in the Market-place, and three carts attended with 
ale and bread to be distributed to the populace. But the better 
to commemorate the day, the duke of Northumberland caused the 
first stone of a school to be laid, capable of containing 200 boys, 
to be educated under Mr. Lancaster's plan, which was built and 
supported at his grace's sole expense. The school was opened 
August 12th, 1811, which see. 

October 25. — The foundation stone of the Granbv Lodge of 
free and accepted masons was laid in Old Elvet, Durham, by the 
right worshiofiil provincial grand-master, Sir Ralph Milbanke, bart., 
accompanied by a great number of officers and brethren. In a 
cavity of the stone were deposited various coins of the reign of 
George III., with a jubilee medal, on the completion of the 50th 
year of his reign. Afler the ceremony, the officers and brethren 
dined, and the day was siient in great harmony. 
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1810 (Nov. 6^.— The foundation Btone of St. Cuthbert's Lodge, ia 
Tweedmouth (under the ancient consUtution, the duke of Athol, 
grand-master ), was laid by brother Selby Morton, acting master^ 
amidst the acdamations of most of the brethren in the neighbour- 
hood. In the stone was inclosed a bottle, containing several coins 
of the reign of George III., and some old ones of King William 
and Queen Mary. 

November 13. — Died, in the house of correction at Durham, 
where he had been confined upwards of seven years, under sen- 
tence of transportation for life, James Allan, a character well known 
in most parts of the united Idngdom, particularly in Northumber- 
land, where he was known by the name of Jemmy ^ the duke's p^per^ 
and was in early life a great proficient on the pipes* He was 
capitally convicted of horse-steafing, at the assizes neld at Durham 
in 1803, and received sentence of death, but was afterwards par- 
doned on condition of transportation for life ; but on account of his 
tige and infirmities, his sentence could not be carried into execu- 
tion. He had nearly completed his 77th year, and, for the greatest 
part of his confinement, was afflicted with a complication of dis- 
orders. Had the chequered life of this notorious character been 
prolonged a little, he would have regamed his liberty, as the first 
signature of the Prince Regent, officially addressed to the city of 
Durham, was a free pardon for Allan ; but death had removed him 
beyond the reach of royal clemency. There is a portrait of Allan 
prefixed to his Memours. Died, on the 27th of March, 1830, at 
Kothbury, Tibby Allan, aged 109 years, widow of the noted Jemmy 
Allan, the celebrated Northumberland piper. 

November 24. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, where she had 
resided ever since she was bom, Thomasin Robinson, aged 111 
years. When upwards of 100, she had her tliigh broken, and re- 
covered perfectly. 

This vear, as Sir Camaby Haggerston's workmen were digging 
in Floddon Field, they came to a pit filled with human bones, and 
which seemed of great extent ; but alarmed at the sight, they im- 
mediately filled up the excavation and proceeded no further. A 
fine seal, supposed to be Roman, was found here, which was in 
thepossession of the late Countess Cowper. 

The Baptist meeting-house, at the west end of Walker-gate lane* 
Berwick, was this year built. 

This year, the north wall of Ponteland church fell ; but the 
whole structure lias since that time been repaired. 

Albion-street and Albion-place, Newcastle, were this year formed. 

This year, an act was obtained for making a tunipike road from 
Durham ^through Lanchester) to Shotley-bndee. llie road passes 
directly tnrough the vale, instead of the old circuitous route along 
the heights. 

The corporation of Newcastle this year purchased the Old Castle 
in that town, which they put into a state of repair, and battlements, 
guns for rejoicing days, &c., were placed upon the top. It was the 
property of the government. See voL t. pa^e 14. 
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1811 (Jan. S^.'Diedy at Blytb, Mrs. Blakey, aged 104 yean. 

February 1. — ^In the night of this day, the Low-light on the 
Fern Island was first lighted. 

February 23. — Died, at the High Fellmg» in the county of Dur- 
ham, Mr. Isaac Jackson, aged 104 years. 

February 28«— Died, in Grateshead, Mr. Richard Bentley, aged 
101 years. 

Mareh 6^ — ^Died, at Kenton, near Newcastle, Mrs. Margaret 
Mittnim, aged 104 years. 

MarA 12w— About ten o'clock in the evening, a carriage was 
unfortunately overturned near Jesmond House. It had set off 
finom the residence of James Losh, esq., of that place, but had not 
proceeded far, when the driver mistaking the proper turn to go 
along the bridge, the carriage and horses were precipitated over a 
low fence into the entrance of Jesmond Dean, the height of at 
least 18 or 20 feet. There were two gentlemen in the carriage, 
one of whom leaped out as the vehicle was passing over the fence, 
the other was carried to the bottom, and miraculously escaped any 
injury. The driver was severely bruised, and one of the horses 
died a few mmutes after the accident. 

This month, a cannon ball, weighing 961b., and thirty inches 
In circumference, was dug out of the ruins of the old castle in 
Berwick: it had penetrated the castle wall about three yards, at 
a place where it had been flanked with a tower, which must have 
been first penetrated, and of which there were sufficient remains 
to ascertain the feet. This was supposed to be the identical ball 
which destroyed one of the principal towers of the castle, and 
caused its immediate surrender to the royal army. See the year 
1405, cio^ f./M^e 56. 

Aprii 10. — ^Died, at Anick, in Northumberland, James Crozier, 
Sfged lOlyears. 

May 2&— -The Society of Arts presented the silver pallet medal 
to the late Mr. Isaac Jopling, junior, for a plaster cast, a copy of 
the Gladiator. 

This month, died at Seaton, near Hartlepool, Eleanor Smith, 
widow, aged 107 years. She retained her faculties to the last. 

June 4^-— As three hundred men belonging to the 82d regiment, 
then stationed at Tynemouth, were crossing in the military pas- 
flige4x)at from Norm to South Shields, to fire on Whitburn sands, 
the boat was struck and upset by a ship entering the river Tyne, 
which caused considerable alarm, and might have had dreadful 
cxmsequences. None of the men were lost, but many very se- 
riously bruised and wet. One died from the effects next day. 
Several muskets, side arms, and hats, were lost. 

June 10« — ^As some workmen were digging at the head of the 
Long-bank, Sunderland, they found a human skeleton, about two 
feet below the sur&ce. 

June 12..— The workmen employed in lowering the level of the 
flat pivement, at the south door or St Nicholas' churdi, in New- 
castle, discovered^ within six inches of the sur&ce, a very perfect 



62 HI8T0BICAL BSOIBTEB OF [a. D. 1811. 

stone coffin. It contained some bones, and a quantity of earth : 
there being no cover to it, the bones were immediately bmied. 
The coffin seemed to have been made to contain a person of about 
five feet six inches high. There was a proper excavation for the 
head of the corpse, and a circular perforation in the bottom of 
the coffin, for the purpose of keeping It dry. 

1811 (June 29).— Died, at the North Shore, near Newcasde, 
Mr9. Sarah Gibson, aged 102 years. 

Jufy 23. — About three o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in a stable belonging to Mn Jonathan Bell, of Walwick, near 
ChoUerford, which to^ly consumed the same, together with five 
horses and their trappings, belonging to Mr. Thomas Wright, the 
Carlisle carrier. 

This month, in taking down that part of the town's wall, in New- 
castle, which extended fi'om Pilgrim-street to the Weavers' tower 
in New Bridge-street, three cannon balls, of 22 lb. weight each, 
were found lodged deep in the wall. They had been shot during 
the siege of that town by the Scots, in 1644. See voL t. page 97. 

August 5.-i-Tlie lord bishop of Durham consecrated a new bu- 
rial-ground at Trimdon, in the county of Durham. 

Asiguat 12. — This being the birtn-day of the Prince Regent 
(afterwards George IV.), his grace the duke of Northumberknd 
endowed and opened, at Alnwick, a seminary for 200 boys, the 
children of the neighbouring poor, to be clothed, fed, and educated 
at his grace's sole expense and bounty, enacting, as an express 
clause in this permanent institution, that the natal day of the Re- 
gent should be observed for ever as a holiday, in order that the 
bo^s, as they grow up, may learn to reverence and bless that 
Pnnce to whose honour this munificent establishment has been 
dedicated. 

August 28. — Died, at Barlow, near Ryton, Durham, John An- 
derson, shoemaker, aged 108 years. He died in the act of soling 
a pair of shoes. He enjoyed good health, and never wore spec- 
tacles. 

September 14u — Died, at Lesbury, in Northumberland, aged 78 
years, the Rev. Percival Stoc' dale, Uie ingenious vicar of Lesbury 
and Longhoughton. Being the only child of tlie Rev. Thomas 
Stockdale, vicar of Branxton, and perpetual curate of Comhill, he 
was nurtured with excessive care, and after being at the grammar 
schools of Alnwick and Berwick, he was entered of the university 
of Su Andrews. On the death of his father he became a second 
lieutenant in the 23d, or Royal Welsh FusUeers, in which regiment 
he served in the expedition against St Philip, in Minorca. On his 
return, his regiment being ordered to India, he resigned his com- 
mission in November 1757. Two years afterwards he was ordained 
deacon by Dr. Trevor, bishop of Durham ; he then went to Lon- 
don, where he enjoyed the society of Garrick, Dr. Johnson, Dr. 
Brown, Goldsmith, and others of that bright constellation of genius. 
He afterwards became curate to Mr. Thorp, vicar of Berwick, but 
in a short time returned to London, and being without any church 
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employment, be, in 1767, embarked for Italy, wbere be read and 
w^rote very assiduoualy. After his return to London in 1769, he 
translated ^ Tasao*^ Aminia.'* The booksellers having conceived 
a very h^h opinion oS bis talents, he was appointed successor to 
r>r. Guthrie in the management of the ^< Critical Review*** He also 
wxote a very elegant life pf Waller the poet^ for Davies, and trans- 
lated for the same publisher the *< AsUiguities (^ Greece,*' from the 
ILiatin. In 1771, he compiled the '< Universal Magazine" and 
two years afterwards appeared his most distinguished work, << T7te, 
PoetT About this time Mr. S. became chaplam of the Resolution, 
guardsbip, of 74 guns, stationed at Spithead* During the three 
years he was attached to this ship, his mind was not inactive, hav- 
ing, besides some minor poems, compiled six sermons to seamen, 
and translated into English, Sabbattiers' <^ InsHtuiianSf Customs^ 
€tnd Manners of the ancient Nations^ He afterwards wrote an 
** Essay on the Writings and Genius of Pope," against the essay 
by Wharton on the same subject. This performance met with the 
approbation of Gibbon and Burke. He next wrote several political 
letters, signed Agricola, in the Public Advertiser, was a short time 
tutor' to Ixird Craven's son, and next became curate of Hineworth, 
in Hertfordshire, where he wrote fifteen sermons. In 1782, he 
took priest's orders, and wrote his ^< Treatise on Education*' The 
year following, Lord Chancellor Thurlow presented him with the, 
living of Lesbury, to which the duke of Northumberland added 
that of Longhoughton, in the same county. Here Mr. S. wrote his 
tragedy of *' Ximenes,** but the climate not agreeing with his health, 
he accepted an invitation from his friend Mr. Matra, British' consul 
at Tangier, to pass some time with him under its more genial sky. 
On his return in 1790, he wrote an elaborate *< History of Gibraltary* 
which, in a fit of despondency, he committed to the flames, but he 
soon resumed his studies and composed two poems, << The Banks 
of the WeoTy and << The Invineiole Islajid" and in 1807 he com- 
pleted and published his ^* Lectures on the Poets.** His last pub- 
lication was ** Memoirs of Himself" which are dedicated to the 
ingenious Miss Porter. There is a portrait of Mr. Stockdale pre- 
fixed to his poems. 

1811 (O^S). — Thomas Elliot stood in the pillory at Sunderland 
according to his sentence, having been convicted of an assault on a 
yonng gnrL The novelty of the scene brought together an im- 
mense concoorse of pem>le, (supposed not less than 20,000), who 
bdiaved in the most orderly manner^ hardly a single insult being 
ofiered to the convicted delinquent* 

October 12. — The estate cf Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes, 
esq., at Benwell, near Newcastle, was brought to the hammer at 
the Queen's Head inn in that town. It was sold in lots, which, to- 
gether with the wood upon the estate, amounted to about £65,000. 
When purchased by Bowes for about £24,000, it was considered 
a very dear bai^n. In 1771, when tliis estate was advertised for 
sale, the mansion-*hoii8e, which has since become a heap of ruins, 
was in the most perfect condition. There had been a chapel near 



(H HISTORICAL BKQUTEB OF f A. O. 181 1. 

itfl south end, wUch was pulled down on account of Intercepting 
the view from the house ; when this took place, I have not been 
able to aecert^, but a vault and a few grave stones, one of which 
dated so late as the ^ear 1759, sdll continue to mark the site of the 
burial ground, where, 

*■ Each In his naiTOw Mil fur ever kid, 
« The rude fi»e&Uio* of tbehunkt deep." 

1811 (OcL). — Aveiy curious machine for cleansing and de^ien- 
ing Sunderland harbour was set to work. A steam-en^ne of oreat 
power was erected upon a floating barge, which condnuallv £ove 
round a number of iron buckets &8tened to a chain, and whidi 
filled themselves with sand and gravel at the bottom of the bariwur, 
and successively emptied themselves at the top of the shaft into a 
apout ready to receive them. This machine could lift 55 tons of 
ballast in 35 minutes. 

This month, after much stormy weather, the high sea washed 
away nearly the whole of the two slips for ship-buildrng at the Low 
Lights, near Clifford's-fort, North Shields, together with much of 
the adjoining land near the Fort-gate. October 30th and SIst it 
also washed away some thousands of tons of earth and rubbish ; 
laid bare and then tore up the foundations of an old fort, which, 
from tlie nature of the cement between the stones, i4}peared to 
have existed previous to Clifford's-fort, built in 1672. 

NovenAer 17. — The new built Scots church, in Howard-street, 
North Shields, was opened for divine service. A very excellent 
and appropriate discourse was delivered on the occasion by the 
Rev. Mr. Knox, to a crowded audience. 




This month, in consequence of the scarcity of silver coin, Mr. 
John Robertson, Silversmith of Newcastle, issued silver tokens of 
one shilling and sixpence each. This wood cut represents the 
shilling token. Mr. R. afterwards Issued tokens of Wf-^-crown. 
Mr. Kclty, silversmith of Newcastle, issued silver tokens. Silver 
and copper tokens were also issued from Bewicke Main colliery 
office in Newcastle. 

Messrs. Christopher and Jennett, booksellers, Stockton, issued 
silver and copper tokens. Various other trade8mezi.in the counties 
of Durham and Northumberluid issued tokens. 

DeeenAer 28.— An alarming fire broke out in a house in New 
Pandon-street, Newcastle, belonging to, and occupied by Mr. 
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Cooke, «hip-bitcuit bslcer, which communicated to the hoiue ui- 
joining, and tenninated in the deitruction of both. 

H hi> year, the Westgate, id New- 
■ castle, was pulled down. It was one 
I of those atroDg eotrances through 
■the town-wall) and bad beeo in for- 
r times secured with massive 
^tes of oalc beams and iron doors. 
This gate consisted of four wards, 
and was said to have been built by 
the munificent Rc^r Thornton, la 
the year 1782, a foot-way was open- 
ed on the north side of this gate. 
Upon the site of this gate are built 
a toU-house ; the House Carpentera' 
meeting-hmise, and the Peace and Unity HuspitaL It was long 
used as a magazine for military stores. This gate had formerly 
beeD a prison. See tht year 1648, voL t. page 102. 

I81I.— This year, Comsay Alms-houses, in the parish of Lan- 
Chester, Durham, for six poor men and six poor women, were built 
and endowed by the late William Russell, esq., of Brancepeth castle. 
Forth-street, Orchard-street, and Castle-street, in Newcastle* 
were this year formed. The quay was also considerably widened 
oppcwite the Exchange, Newcastle. 

This and the pre<»ding year, the chapel of Sl Hilda at South 
Shields, which is of very high antiquity, probably nearly coeval 
with Jarrow church, was almost nearly rebuilt, except the steeple, 
the south end west wall, and part of the east widl ; the pillars Gain- 
ing the north and south aisles were removed, and a single roof 
thrown over the whole structure ; the ground door was new paved, 
and a handsome uniform gallery exteaded round the north, south, 
and west. The ceiling of the whole ia handsomely stuccoed. 

1812 /Aw. 2?;.— Died, at Pit Hill, in the parish of Chester-le- 
street, Catlierine Aisbert, aged ItH years. 

FeArtittry. — Several Roman an^quities were this month sold 
bry a person (to all appearance a farmer^ to Mr. Thomas Watson, 
^versmith, of Newcastle. They consisted of an oblong silver 
salver, about eighteen inches in length, carved round the edge ; 
when discovered it was quite entire. A silver cup, about five 
inches ia diameter, with only a small damage on one side ; another, 
about the same size, was so much corroded as to fall to [neces. 
A long 6at handle, which appeared to have belonged to one of 
the cups, most b»utifully carved with flowers and the heads of 
birds, with the following inscription, inlaid with letters of gold, 
HATR. FAB. DvBi T. — two pieccs of silver, carved and gilt, 
which seemed to have been the side pieces of a bridle bit. Several 
gold and sUver rings, some set with stones, and one with an inscrip- 
tioii. The rings were in the shape of serpents. Along with the 
above was discovered a number of silver coins ; and a massy eold 
dMun about eighteen inches long. The above were found in 

VOL. II. K 
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Northumberland, but the person who sold them, from interested 
motives, refused to eive any information respecting the place. 

1812 (March 15/. — The new Methodist chapel in Vine-street, 
Sunderland,, was opened, on which occasion, the Rev. John Slack 
officiated. 

April 4. — The remains of the hon. lady Julia Percy, arrived in 
Newcastle from Alnwick. In the evening the body lay in state at 
the Turk's Head inn, and early the next morning was again carried 
forward on its melancholy route to the family burial place at Stan- 
wise, in Yorkshire. 

April 15. — The first stone of the new work, at Hartlepool pier 
was laid by Carr Ibbetson, esq., amidst great rejoicings. 

April 28<— Died, at Darlington, Mrs. Alice Turner, aged 103 
years. 

May 2« — The public market for the sale of wheat, maslin, rye, 
beans, and pead, was removed from near the foot of Pilgrim-street, 
to the open area on the north side of St Nicholas' church, New- 
castle. 

May 5^-^An act for lighting and watching Newcastle, without 
the walls, received the royal assent, and on Saturday night, Sep- 
tember 26Ui, the same year, Newcastle, without the walls, was ml 
lighted with oil. 

May 7. — This being ascension da]^> a very melancholy accident 
happened on the return of the aquatic party from Shielcls to New- 
castle in the morning. As John Robson, a mason, one of the party, 
who were discharging the cannon on the top of the old castle, was 
in the act of reloading a gun, owing to some accident, the cartridge 
which he was ramming Sawn unfortunately exploded, by which ma 
right hand was blown off, and his body feu over the baulements of 
the castle, and was dashed to pieces. 

May 14.^— The lord bishop of St. David's consecrated a piece of 
ground, as additional to the church-jard of Whickham, in the county 
of Durham. 

May 18« — ^Died, in New Pandon-street, Newcastle, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Clark, aged 105 years. 

May 25«~-About half-past eleven o'clock on the morning, one of 
the most tremendous explosions on record in the history of the 
collieries, took place at Felling, near Gateshead, in the mine be- 
longing to Mr. Brandling, which was alwavs considered one of the 
most rafe in the district. Nearly the whole of the workmen were 
below, the second set having gone down before the first had come 
up, when a double blast of hydrogen gas took place. A slight 
trembling, as from an earthquake, was felt for about half a mile 
around the workings : and the noise of the explosion, though dull, 
was heard to three or four miles distance, and much resembled an 
unsteady fire of infantry. Immense quantities of dust and small 
coal accompanied these blasts, and rose high into the air, in the 
form of an inverted cone. The heaviest part of the ejected mi^tterj 
such as corves, pieces of wood and small coal, fell near the pits ; 
but the dust, borne away by a strong west wind, fell in a continued 
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flhoirer from the pit to the difltance of a mile and a half. In the 
▼QIage of He worthy it caused a darkness like that of early twilight^ 
and corered the roads so thickly, that the footsteps c^ passengers 
were strongly imprinted in it. The heads of both the shaft frames 
were blown off, their sides set on fire, and their pulUes shattered to 
fMeces; but the pullies a£ the John Pit gin, being on a crane not 
within the influence of the blast, were fortunately preserved. The 
<doal dust ejected from the William Pit into the drift or horizontal 

ea of the tube was about three inches thick, and soon burnt to a 
t cmder. Pieces of bumine coal driven off the solid stratum <mP 
the mine were also blown up thb shaft. As soon as the explosion 
was heard, the wives and children of the workmen ran to the work- 
ing pit; wildness and terror were pictured in every countenance. 
The crowds from all sides soon collected to the number of several 
kimdreds ; some crying out for a husband, others for a parent or son, 
and all deeply affected with an admixture of horror, anxiety, and grief. 
In this calamity 91 men and boys perished. The few men who 
were saved, happened to be working m a different part of the mine, 
to which the fury of the explosion did not reach. Aftier die mine 
had been made air tight for about six weeks, to extinguish Uie fire, 
it was again opened, and on the 8th of July the worlmags were en- 
tered, and the first dead body found. From various obstructions, 
the last of the bodies (some of whom were under six or seven feet 
of stone) was not found until the 19th of September. All these 
persons (except four, who were buried in single graves) were in- 
terred in Heworth chapel-yard, in a trench, side by side, two coffins 
deep) with a partition of brick and lime between every four coffins. 
In commemoration of this catastrophe, a neat plain obelisk is erect- 
ed, nine feet high, fixed in a solid stone base. It has four brass 
l^tes let into the stone on the four sides, on which are inscribed 
the name and age of each of the ninety-one sufferers alphabetically 
arranged. 

12X2 (May 26^^— The Society of Arts presented a gold medal 
to Mr. Thomas Machell, of Wolsmgham, Durham, surgeon, for the 
invention of an annular saw, which cuts deeper than its own centre, 
well adapted for the division of cylindrical bones, surrounded by 
muscles, blood-vessels, or nerves, and with less injury to those 
parts than by any other instrument in use. 

The same day the Society of Arts presented a gold medal to the 
Rev. Dr. F. Haggit for his improvement of 50 acres of waste land, 
at Pittington, near Durham. 

June 8. — ^The public market for the sale of bread, oat-meal, 
vegetables, fruit, and gingerbread, was removed from the Sand- 
hill to a dk>t of ground on the south side of the new Butchers' 
market. These stalls were without any covering until the year 
18S1, when they received this very necessary addition. 

June 15. — ^The freemen of Durham, in consequence of several 
encroachments, perambulated the boundaries of that city, a custom 
which had been neglected since the inclosure of the adjacent moors, 
The procession set out from the town-hall at 10 o'clock: — ^the 
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grassmen on horsebacky attended by the banners of tke varkMui 
tnidesy the city waits (music), drums, beadle, &c 

1812 (June BJs — llie races on the town-moor, Newcastle^ were 
attended by one of the most numerous concourses of spectators ever 
remembered. Just as the last heat for the gold cup was finished, 
the temporary stand belonging to the White Hart inn, being very 
much crowded, gave way in the middle and involved nearly a hun- 
dred persons in the crash. About forty persons were serioualjr 
hurt, and about twelve dangerously, several of them having limbs- 
broken. The medical gendemen who were on the ground gave 
their ready assistance, and many of the sufferers were admitted 
into the grand stand, or were accomodated wjf h carriages from 
thence. A woman named Smith was seriously mjured, ahe beings 
below at the time of the accident* Mr. Redhead,* senioTf of 
Walker, Mr. Blackbird, of Newbotde, Mr. Fiddler, a midshipman^ 
a pitman caUed << The Duke" and Sir H. Vane Tempest's groom, 
bad all limbs broken : Mr. Mofiitt, of Newcastle, Mr. Allison,* of 
Whitburn, and several others were seriously bruised. Mrs. Wylam» 
the proprietor, was hurt in the shoidder. A quantity of the stock 
of wine, spirits, and ale, was destroyed. 

^ Jufy 29. — The chapel at Gibside, Durham, completed by the 
right hon. Earl Strathmore, was consecrated with great solemnity 
by the lord bishop of Durham. This elegant edifice, which was 
commenced building by George Bowes esq., in the year 1760, as 
a chapel and mausoleum, is ornamented with a portico and dome 
highly embellished. It stands at one end of a most beautiful ter- 
race m front of the mansion-house ; the other extremity is termi- 
nated by a wood, out of which rises a fine column of stone sur- 
mounted by a figure of Liberty, built in 1756. See vol i. page 216. 

Augus^^* — The high sheriff of Northumberland, Mr. Bates, of 
Milburn-hall, the judges of assize, and a large attendance of gen- 
tlemen, went in procession along Bailiff-gate and Castle-street, 
Newcastle, to the new county courts to open the commission. 
They had not gone this way before for perhaps some centuries^ 
having from time immemorud gone to the Old Moot-hall by thiU 
dark, narrow, and dangerous passage called the Black Gate. 

August 10. — The foundadon stone of the Exchange, Town-hall, 
&C., at Sunderland, was laid with masonic honours, by the provin- 
cial gnuld lodge for the county of Durham. Sir H. V. Tempest, 
bart., (m the absence of Sir Ralph Milbanke, hart) P. G. M. pro 
tern. The procession went from the Phoenix-hall, jireceded by the 
Sunderland volunteer infantry. A plate with an inscripUon hav- 
ing been deposited in the stone, the usual ceremonies were gone 
through, after which the volunteers presented arms. After the 
P. G. Chaplain had delivered an oradon, the volunteers fired three 
vollies in die air. The procession then returned to their lodge, 
and elected their officers for the following year. At three o'clock, 
the brethren, gentlemen of the committee, and others ,to the number 
of nearly two hundred, sat down to an excellent dinner m the Phoenix- 

* These afUrwtrds died of their wounds. 
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haU, Sir H. V. Tempest, bart, in the chair, who that day diatin- 
ffuished himself by various acts of liberality. May the S6ui, 1814^ 
uiis elegant structure was opened to the subscribers, on which oc- 
casion, m the absence of the president, J. 6. Lambton, eso^ M*y^ 
tilie chair was taken by John Davison, vice-president, who aodressed 
the meeting : this was followed by an address from the Rev* J. 
Hampson, both of which were very ably delivered. This building 
cost £8,000., subscribed by individuals in £50. shares : half of the 
ground was purchased from Sir H. V. Tempest, hart., for £600., 
and the lease of the other moiety was obtained for 69 years, under 
£10. rent. 

1812 fAt^. 17;.~Died, in Gateshead, Isabella Sharp, at the great 
age of 114 years. It appeared by the baptismal register of that 
place, that she was christened August 17tb, 1698. 
~ August 3L — The Newcastle associated volunteer infantry [ffe- 
seated their colonel, Sir M. W. Ridley, hart., with a magnificent 
piece of plate, as a token of the high estimation in which thev held 
liis conduct as their commanding officer. At two o'clock, the re- 
giment assembled in Pilgrim-street, from whence they marched 
to the Moor, attended by a great concourse of people. Having 
marched past their colonel in review, the regiment formed three 
deep, was wheeled forward and formed in a circle, in the centre 
of which the vase being placed, lieut.-coL Ridley stepped forward, 
and addressed Sir M. W. Ridley in the most appropnate language, 
to which the colonel made a suitable reply. The ceremony of 
presentation being over, the regiment greeted him with three tunes 
three cheers, in which they were joined by the company present. 
The r^ment was then wheeled back into line, when they fired a 
feu dejoiey the guns on the castle firing a salute. They then ad- 
vanced in line, and made a general salute to their colonS. Before 
the regiment was dismissed, the companies were presented with ten 
guineas each by the colonel, to regale themselves with on the occa- 
sion. The bells of St Nicholas' church continued to ring at inter- 
vals during the day. In the latter part of the day, a magnificent 
dinner was served up in the Assembly-rooms, to Uie officers and a 
large party of visitors. Besides the officers of the regiment, there 
were present the mayor and principal members of the corporation 
of Newcastle ; the general officers and staff of the northern dis^ 
trict ; the commanding officers of the cavalry, artillery, engineers, 
and militia then in Newcastle, and of the different volunteer corps, 
&C. in the neighbourhood, besides a great number of visitors, makmg 
in all a party of 132. The vase presented on this occasion was of 
silver, of an elegant Etruscan form, and was nearly two feet high. 
The ^es were ornamented with military trophies and the arms of 
Ridley ; its cover was surmounted by an elegant female figure, re- 
presenting the town of Newcastle upon Tyne. It was of toe inalue 
of £350. 

Stpiember 23^— Died, at North Shields, Daniel Todd, aged 64 
years; an eccentric character, well known by the name o{ Lord Blake. 

Odttber 10. — ^An explosion took place in Herrington-miU Fit, 
when twenty boys and four men were killed. 
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1818 ((kL 81 ^.P— There was a remariE^le high tide at Shields. 
About ^ feet of the wall of Clifford's Fort were swept vmvj^ and 
^ Northumberlaiid iife-boat house was entirely broken to pieces. 
Some hundieds of masts, buoys, &c. were earned away, and the 
water ilowed into many of the houses in North Shields. It flowed 
upon his grace the d«&e of Nordiumberland*s new quay, and readi- 
ed Uie doors of the warehouse. 

Nbtfember 18. — Some workmen employed in a quarry at Byker- 
hill, near Newcastle, on splitting a huge block of n*eestone, nearly 
diree tons weight, found a living toad in the middle of it. The 
cavity that contained the animal, to which there was no passage, 
was the model of its figure, and was lined with a black substance* 
suffused with moisture. 

The new building in Claypath, in the city of Durham, was diis 
year opened for the Blue-coat and Sunday schools. 

The Anti-burgher meeting house, near the middle of Churdi- 
street, Berwick, was this year built. 

This year, the bridge was built over Pandon-Dean, Newcastle^ 
and Bridge-steeet formed. 

About this year, in formmg drains at the northern extremity of 
fhe slake at Hartlepool, about five feet beneath the surface, several 
holes or graves, about eight feet square, were discovered, flUed 
with human bones ; trees also, the wood of which was found in 
excellent preservation, together with the antlers of deer, and an 
immense number of teeth, which, on being examined with atten- 
tion, were supposed to have belonged to these animals. 

1613 fjiem* 28^.—- Between four and G^e o'clock on the morn- 
ing, a fire was discovered in the house of Miss Rudd, in Mosley- 
street, Newcastle, which had a most alarming appearance ; but by 
the timely arrival of the Newcastle and Royal Excliange fire-office 
engines, and the great exertions of the men belonging to the same, 
it was happily extinguished soon after seven o'dock, though not 
1>efore considerable damage was done to the house, and to Miss 
Rudd*s stock of millinery. A party of the Royal Bucks militia at- 
tended with the greatest promptitude upon the occasion, and were 
of service in protecting the property and in keeping off* the crowd. 

FAruary 6.-— The Antiquarian Society of ISfewcastle was esta- 
blished, when the purport of its institution was declared to be 
'« Inquiry into Antiquities in general, but especially into those of 
the Ndth of England, and of the counties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland, and Durham, in particular.** The first part of the 
'Society's Transactions was published in Newcastle in 1816, under 
the title of Ardutohgia JEUana, 

Same day, the wind corn-mill of Mr. Watson, near South Shields, 
was bumt down. The fire was occasioned by violent friction. 

Fehnary SO. — About one o'clock on the morning, a fire brOke 
out at the New Mills, belonging to the corporation of Berwick, occu- 
pied by Mr. John Forster, which burnt two barley mills, and one 
erey-stone mill, and a quantity of oatmeal, before it was got under ; 
but by ttme^ asnstance, it was prevented firom reaching the flour 
mills and principal bu3£ngs« 
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1813 (ManA ^\). — Tbe labourer! employed in removing the hill 
of earth called tlie Mount, near the old castle, in Newcaatie, found 
the skeletons of two men, sbout a foot and a half belonr^ the aur- 
&ce ; one of them was lying with the face downward, and from the 
rrcshnesa of ita appearance, would seem to have not been buried 
mwy years. 

This month, died at Xodholes, near EUdon, in Northumberland, 
Mr. William Snowdon, farmer, aged upwards of 1 00 j'ears. 

Afrii I. — At the quarterly court of the Infirmair of Newcas- 
tle, an excellent full length portrait of William Ingham, esq., 
ininted in consequence of a subecrip^on by his private oiends, was 
presented to the institution, as a testimony of req>ect for hia valu* 
able services to the charity as surgeon, during thirty-three years. 
The pointing, which is admirably executed, is by Mr. Nicholson, of 
Newcastle. Mr. Ii^ham died November 26th, 1817. There is a 
very finely engraved portrait of Mr. Ingham, done at the expense 
of his family, and presented to particular friends. 

,^>rU 6.— Died, in High Friar-street, Newcastle, William Gant- 
ney, aged 102 years, He bad been 60 years an out^nsioner of 
Chelsea hospitu. 

AprU \2. — Died, at Great Whittingham, in Northumberland, 
Sarah Robson, aged 104 years. She reaped in the harvest field Id 
her lOSd year, and retained her faculties to the last. 

April 15. — An act for improving the pier and port of Hartlepod, 
received the royal assenL It had long been in a ruinous state. This 
year also, a life-boat was established at Hartlepool. 



Place, London, afler an 
illness of two days, Sir 
Matthew White Rid- 
ley, of Bidden, in 
Northumberhmd, bert, 
in the 67th year of hia 
age. May Sd, be was 
interred m the family 
vault in St. Nicholas' 
church, Newcastle. — 
Tlie concourse of sor- 
rowing spectators on 
thia melancholy occa- 
sion was very great. 
He was the rqxesen- 
tatire of Newcastle in 
eight successive partia- 
meats, also for many 
years an alderman t£ 
\ that corporation. He 
^ commanded the loyal 
Newcastle associated 
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volunteer infkntiy, from iti first establishment m 1798, to the 
period of the general dismissal of the volmiteers in 181S. He was 
one of the oldest members of the merchants' company, and at the 
period of his death, had been S5 years its governor. In 1819, a 
b^utiftd monument to his memory by Flaxman, was placed in the 
nave of St. Nicholas' church. It displays in very high relief, a fiill 
length figure of the deceased, as lai^e as life, Messed in a Roman 
toga, and standing in a graceful and dignified attitude,Vith other 
attributes, together with a shield charged with the family arms. 
There is a large portrait of Sir M. W. Ridley, hart, engraved by Fit** 
tier, fix)m a paintmg by Hoppner. There is also a reduced copy of 
this published by John Sykes. Lad^ Ridley, died August Sd^ 
1806. On the 18th, the body arrived in Newcastle, fh)m London, 
and was interred in the family vault in St Nicholas' church, the 
day following. The preceding wood-cut shews a portion of Sir M. 
V/i Ridley's monument 

181S (AjnH 16/ — Georee Wilson, of Newcastle, the celebrated 
pedestrian, whilst confined lor debt in the gaol of Newgate, in that 
town, undertook for the trifling sum of three pounds one shilling, 
to wadk 50 miles in twelve successive hours, within the prison walla. 
A small flagged yard, measuring thirty-three feet by twenty-five and 
a half, was chosen as the stage of action. This he performed four 
minutes and forty-three seconds within the time stipulated, being 
an uncommon effort in so circumscribed a situation, having taken 
10,800 turns to make up the distance, at four turns to each round. 
He walked the last 6 miles in one hour, twenty minutes, and forty 
seconds. Since that time, this man has done various feats in pe- 
destrianism both in London, Newcastle, and other places. There 
are various portraits of this pedestrian both in wood and copper ; 
the former nave accounts of his different pedestrian feats under- 
neath. After his memorable struggle with the Blackheath magis- 
trates, a life of him was published m London in 1815, 8vo. wiUi a 
portrait, aged 50. 

May 7. — ^Died, at Fowberry Tower, in Northumberland, in the 
79th year of his age, George CuUey, Esq., the eminent agricultu- 
rist and breeder. Mr. Culley, assisted by Messrs. Bailey and 
Pringle, drew up the '' AgricuUural Survey of Northumberland 
Cwnberlandy and WeammekmdT 8vo. 1805. 

May 12^— 4)ied, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Mr. Thomas 
Hunter, aged 104 years. He had formerly been a sea captain. 

May 25^ — ^The Society of Arts presented a gold medal to Wil- 
liam Backhouse, esq. of Field House, near DarOngton, for planting 
800,000 larches, and 50,000 other timber trees, on waste ground ; 
and to Jonathan Backhouse, jun. esq., of Darlington, for planting 
271,000 larches, a silver medal. 

The same day, the Society of Arts presented the lesser silver 
medal to Thomas White, esq., of Woodlands, in the county of 
Durham, for his application of larch bark to answer all the pur- 
poses of oak bark m tanning leather. 

June 9. — A handsome school-house, built at an expense of nearly 
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fSOO^was opeoed at Heighingtoa, in the county of Durham. Hie 
school was originallr founded in 1601, by Elizabeth JenJsoD, of 
Walworth, widow of Thomas Jenison, esq. 

1B13 (June il). — Died, at Bamardcastle, Mr. Culbbert Vasey, 
farmer, aged 100 yean. 

Jtaw 13. — A new Methodist chapel was opened at Stockton, 
and two appropriate discourses were delivered by the Rev. T. 
Lesaey, to Dpwards of 2,000 people. 

Jtine 23. — The foundation stone of a new bridge over the river 
Allen, near Allendale smelt-mill, was laid by CoKinel Wentwordi 
Beaumont, with the usual ceremonies. In the centre of the stone 
were deposited several coins of George III. The colonel and a 
■paiXj of his ftieuds afterwards partook of a cold collation with the 
committee ; and on retiring, he gave £21. towards the erection of 
the bridge, and £5. to the workmen employed in building iL 

July 6. — Died, at Fulham, near London, in the 79th year of hia 
age, Granville Sharp, esq. This venerable character was bom at 
Durham, on the 10th of November, 1735, O. S. He retained the 
Vttour of his mind and body till within a short period of big dis- 
flolution, and, without any symptoms than those of natural decay, 
terminated a life which had been actively devoted to the beat in- 
terests ofliberty, religion, and humanity. 

July 17. — An unfortunate accident happened by fire damp, at 
Collingwood Main colliery, on the river Tyne, by which eight men 
were lulled, and two severelv burnt. Several horses also suffered. 
Jt^ liS.— Died, in Gateshead, Mary Gold, aged lOI years. 

August \. — Died, utler a short hut 
severe illness, at his seat at Wynyard, 
near Stockton, Sir Henry Vane Tempest, 
bart., M. P. for the county of Durham, 
and on the 12tb, his remains were depo- 
sited in the family vault of Long-Newton. 
The melancholy procession left Wynyard 
at ten o'clock, attended by an immense 
train of his friends and tenantry, passing 
through Wolviston, Stockton, and Elton, 
to Long-Newton. The road was thronged with anxious spectators, 
drawn from all parts of the county, to pay the last sad tribute of 
respect to the memory of the deceased. At two o'clock, the 
funeral procession reached Long-Newton, the ancient residence 
of the Vane family. The pall was supported by J. D. Nesbam, 
R. E. ,D. Shaflo, Edward Shipperdson, Richard Wright, Cuthbert 
Sharjp, Thomas Wilkinson, John Wharton, and Robert Surtees, 
esquires. The chief mourners were M. A. Taylor, esq. M. P. and 
Mr. Vane. The church of Long. Newton was crowded to excess, 
and the solemn service was frequently interrupted by the sighs and 
tear* of the congregation. It seemed as if every one present had 
lost his dearest friend and nearest connexion, so much was Sir H. 
V. Tempest beloved and lamented. May 3lBt, 1620, Lord Stewart 
{now marquis of Londonderry) presented a whole-length portrait 
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of Sir Henry Vane Tempesty in a splendid firamey to the Exchai^ 
Coffee-room at Sunderland. 

1813 (Aug. 9)4 — ^About six o'clock in the evening, a fire broke 
out in the paper-hanging manufactory of Messrs. Goodlad and Co^ 
situated in R yRrd opposite the Cross-house, in Westgate-street^ 
Newcastle. This manufactory occupied part of the second story, 
and all the upper part of the building, and, with its contents, was 
entirely consumed. Considerable dunage was sustained in the 
stable and warehouses of Mr. R. Pearson, drysalter, which were 
on the ground floor in the same building, and to whom the pre* 
mises belonged. Mr. Hodgson, a coach-maker, whose work-shop 
was in the second story, also suffered considerable loss. 

Aufftist 21 4 — As the workmen of Messrs. Hawks and Co. were 
trying some new ordnance, they, by some accident, missed their 
intended mark, and the ball went over into Gateshead, struck the 
stone in front of Mr. Roddam's house, broke eleven panes of glass^ 
and fell into the street without other mischief. 

September 1. — Died, at Heddon-onithe-Wall, Mrs. Ann Ruther- 
ford, aged 102 years. 

September 2. — An ingenious and highly interesting experiment 
was performed in the presence of a vast concourse of spectators, 
on the railway leading from the collieries of Kenton and Coxlodge, 
near Newcastle, by the application of a steam-engine, constructed 
by Messrs. Fenton, Murray, and Wood, of Leeds, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. John Blenkinsop, the patentee, for the purpose of 
drawing the coal wagffons. About one o'clock the new invention 
was set a-going, havmg attached to it sixteen chaldron waggons 
loaded with coals, each waggon with its contents weighing four 
tons or thereabouts, making altogether an aggreeate weight little 
short of seventy tons. Upon peHectly level road, the machine so 
charged, it was computed, would travel at the rate of three and a 
half miles per hour, but in the present instance its speed was short 
of that, owing, no doubt, to some partial ascents m the railway. 
Under all the circumstances, it was very highly approved of, and its 
complete success anticipated. Afler the experiment was finished, 
a large party of gentlemen connected with coal-mining partook of 
an excellent dinner provided at the Grand Stand for Uie occasion* 
when the afternoon was spent in the most agreeable and convivial 
manner. 

September 21.— Died, at South Shields, Mr. William Bell, mn* 
ler, aged 100 years. 

September 28.— The Hall Pit at Fatfield colliery, m the parish 
of Chester-le-Street, fired from the foul air, and thirty-two men 
and boys were killed. 

October 6. — The Rev. John Hodgson presented to the Anti- 
quarian Society of Newcastle a cooper coin of Egfrith, king of 
Northumberland, called a styca. This coin is of great rarity, so 
much so, that, according to rinkerton, it is upwards of 150 years 
earlier than any other Saxo-Northumbrian coin known to be in 
existence. A small vessel oi red earthenware, containing several 
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of these eoinsy was found in the chapel-yard of Heworth, in the 
county of Durham* The same gentleman afterwards presented 
the vessel to the above society. 

1813 ( Od, lO^.-~An elegant new Methodist chapel, on the New 
Road, Newcastle, was opened for divine service, and collections 
were made towards the building, amounting to nearly £90. Part 
of this building was afterwards used as a granary, but the whole 
building is now again used as a place of worship. 

OeMter 18. — Died, in Newcastle, aged 55 years, Mr. Isaac 
Gamer, printer. He was the author of many poetical pieces of 
considerable merit, which appeared in different journals, among 
which are " The Hind, or a Voyage to the West Indies^' *< The 
Splendid duineoT ** Sonnet to Ae RainboWf^ Sfc These pieces 
psrticularly attracted public notice. 

November 3« — The members of the Antiquarian Society of New- 
castle, established under the patronage of his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, held their first meeting in apartments in the old 
castle of that town, which were neatly fitted up for their reception. 

November 11.^— Died, at Collingwood Main, near North Shields, 
Mrs. Richardson, aged 104 years. She retained all her faculties 
to within a few weeks c^her death. 

November 15, and the following day, the Northumberland mili- 
tia |)assed through Newcastle, on its route to Scotland. The van 
division of the regiment, which was headed by lieut-colonel CouU 
son, was, on its entrance into the town, greeted with a salute of 
guns froni the old castle, the bells of St. Nicholas* church rang a 
peal, and every demonstration of joy was displayed, in compliment 
to the ^ Lads cf the Tyns^ The crowds of people assembled to 
meet them were immense Dean-street was completely blocked as 
they marched up. Thm regiment had not been in ^wcastle for 
upwards often years. June 24th, 1814, this regiment was disem- 
bodied at Alnwick ; they had been in actual service upwards of 
eleven years. 

November 20« — An alarming fire broke out in a building adjoui- 
iag the Rev. Mr. Pringle's new chapel, in Clavering-place, in New- 
castle« The fire began in a room, which was used as a work-place 
by the joiner who was employed on the premises ; but its origin 
cook! not be accounted for, as he had carefully watered out his 
file at four o^clodc, and another person who looxed into the room 
<>bottt eight, found it perfectly dark. The building was entirely 
ooDsumed, with its contents, among which was a valuable library 
belonging to the society. By great exertions, the chapel and the 
neighbouring houses were saved from conflagration. An extensive 
Hbtaty in Mr. Cuthbert's house adjoining was greatly injured, and 
St one time the fire had caught the roof of the chapel. 

iVJMieiN^29.*-£dward Moises, aged 16 years, only son of the Rev. 
Mward Moises, M. A., and Christopher llesleton, aged 17 year% 
woe unfortunately drowned in the new water pond on the Town- 
^^9 Newcastle, from the ice giving way, whilst skaiting upon it 
^^^^ is a neat mural monument to the memory of the former put 



76 HISTORICAL BSGI8T£B OF [a. D. IBlSw 

up in the yestibule of All Saints' church, into which is introduced 
his watchy still remaining at the time when it was stopped by the 
water. 

1813 (Not. 29). — Sunderland was illuminated three nights, to 
commemorate the glorious news of Holland and Hanover being 
free*. On the above night, the town shone uncommonly brilliant, 
when were displayed numerous devices and transparencies of 
" Orange Boven," "Wellington," &c. &c. The only draw- 
back to the general joy was the fury of the lower orders towards 
that very peaceable sect, the Friends, who would not light up, 
and numerous were the squares of glass that were broken* each 
night : one person of that persuasion had every square of glass in 
his house broken, and at one time several empty tar-barrels were 
in a blaze before his shop and house, to the great terror of the in- 
mates. 

December 15. — In celebration of Lord Algernon Percy having 
attained his 21st year, the bells of the different churches in New- 
castle were rung through the day. The morning was ushered in 
at North Shields by a discharge of 21 guns in the Market-place. 
At noon, the Percy volunteer cavalry, commanded by Captain 
Coward, paraded in the Market-place, and fired Afeu dejoie^ which 
was returned by a round of 21 guns. At sun-set another discharge 
of 21 guns took place, after which there was a grand dinner at Mrs. 
Carr*s, the Northumberland arms inn ; William Linskill, esq. in the 
chair. This young nobleman was at this time serving his country 
in the royal navy, stationed in the Mediterranean sea. 

December 22.— There was a grand dinner at the Assembly-rooms 
in Newcastle, in commemoration of the deliverance of Holland firom 
French oppression, and of the series of brilliant successes which 
had attended the arms of England and those of her allies. About 
six o'clock the company, consisting of two hundred, sat down to 
dinner, the right worshipful the mayor of Newcastle in the chair. 
Amount the company present were the earl of Strathmore, Sir J. 
E. Swinburne, Sir Thomas Liddell, and Sir Charles Loraine, barts. ; 
Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M. P., Major-general Fuller, the High-she- 
rifis of Northumberland and Durham, Archibald Reed, esq., Tho- 
mas Gibson, esq., &c. &c. The outside of the building was literally 
covered with variegated lamps, with the words " Orange Boven" 
in gilt letters. A transparency of the <' Dutch Night-mare' repre- 
senting Buonaparte asleep in his tent, with a huge Dutchman 
seated upon his breast, smoking his pipe, excited considerable cu* 
riosity. 

December 24. — About half-past one o'clock on the morning, an 
explosion took place in Felling colliery, by which twenty-two per- 
sons were hurried into eternity, several oUiers severely burnt, and 
all the under-ground horses but one destroyed. The accident oc- 
curred at the time of calling course, or when one set of men were 
relieving another. Several of the morning shift men were stand- 
ing round the mouth of the pit, waiting to go down, when the 
blast occurred, and the part who had just descended met it soon 
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after they had reached the bottom of the shaft ; these were most 
miserably burnt and manded. Among the mifortunate sufferers 
were the two overmen of the colliery, Mr. William Haswell and 
Mr. Thomas Morrows, and two of the deputies, Mr. Robert Stoves 
and Mr. Martin Greener. Some of the men left laree families. 

1813.— Tills year, a society was instituted at Sunderland for the 
prevention of accidents in coal mines. 

The church of Ehvick, in the county of Durham, dedicated to 
St. Peter, was this year considerably repaired, and the leaden roof 
exchanged for slate. * It is a picturesque, grey structure, with a 
low massy tower and buttresses. 

This year, died, at Bamardcastle, Hugh Maclaine, aged 104 
years. 

1814 (Jan. \h)* — ^The frost was so intense, that the river Tyne, 
at Newcastle, was completely frozen over. The temptation to in- 
dulge in skaiting was not to be resisted ; and on the above day 
(Saturday) a Dutch seaman put the strength of the ice to the test, 
by passing over it with beef bones tied to the soles of bis shoes, 
and a long pole of wood in his hand, that in case the ice had broken 
under him, he might have supported himself with the pole until 
assistance had been afforded him. Numbers soon aflerwards ven- 
tured upon it, and the next day, notwithstanding it snowed very 
hard almost the whole time, the eJcaitiBrs were numerous, and con- 
tinued their diversion till the evening. On the Monday and Tues- 
day, the ice having been swept by the keelmen, who, by this means, 
endeavoured to raise a little money to maintain themselves whilst 
laid off workby the frost, the number of people who veq;tured upon 
the ice was very great, and even ladies graced the scene with their 
presence. The skaiters were very numerous, and amongst those 
who delighted the spectators by their grace and expertness in this 
most elegant exercise, were particularly noticed Cuthbert Ellison, 
esq., M. P. for Newcastle, and Messrs. Gibson, Home, Bigge, 
Smith, &c« The ice, afler these two days, was covered with such 
a quantity of snow as to render skaiting impracticable. The snow 
bemg reduced by a quantity of rain which fell, became afterwards 
so fitxEen as to present once more an uncommonly thick surface of 
ice. Of this opportunity numbers availed themselves ; the river, 
finr several days, continued to be covered with crowds of people, 
amusing themselves in different ways upon its surface. Several 
booths were erected upon the ice, for the sale of spirituous liquors, 
and some fires kindled. The immense thickness of the ice removing 
all fear of danger, numerous parties, of all ages, ranks, and sexes, 
were to be seen in every direction, perambulating over its glassy 
surface, and enjoyins the novelty of the scene. Several races took 
place, both with and wiUiout skates, for prizes consisting princi- 
pally of different pieces of wearing apparel, as hats, stockings, &&, 
but in one instance, of the substantuu comfort of a leg of mutton f 
These afforded great amusement On other parts of the ice, par- 
ties might be seen playing at foot-ball, quoits, &C., and in other 
directions, fruit and cake sellers, fiddlers, pipers, razor-grinders. 
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fecniitiiig pardesy 3cc^ were to be mel with* In 8hort» the whole 
tcene more resembled a comitr^ wake or fair, or a race-ground* 
than anj thing else to which it could be compared* From the 
brilliancy of the moooy which was then fuU^ the sports were conti- 
nued each night to a late hour. Another partial thaw took place» 
but a very sharp frost succeeding, the same scenes and amusements 
were renewed. On one day, a horse and a sledge were upon the 
ice, and on another, a horse and a gig* Both gettmg on and off the 
ice was attended with some difficulty, the ec^et being so broken 
by the rising and fidling of the tide. Gangwajrs were laid down 
at different places, to remedy this inconvenience, and a toll being 
exacted from every person who passed over, became a source of re- 
venue for those pei^ons who were laid off employment by the frost. 
Each cuigway was attended by four men, who were changed every 
day. The average thickness of the ice was stated at about ten 
indies ; in some places there was a double ice. The sheet which 
admitted of skaitmg extended from Redheugh to the Glass-house 
bridge. The navigation of the river was completely closed, as Ear 
down as St Peter s Quay. The ice finally broke up on Sunday 
the 6th of February. 

1814 fPeb. SJ, — Died, at Tweedmouth, James Robinson, com- 
monly called Jemmy Dwrnps^ aged 94 years, an ecc^tric character. 
He was a drum-major at the battle of Preston, in 1746, and was 
highly offended when told that he ran away on that day. He 
gained his livelihood hy leading coals and sand, and attending to 
rarmers' carts, on the High-street at Berwick. He slept in the 
same apartment with his asses, and had not Iain on a bed for 
twenty-two years. 

The beginning of this month, two swords were found at Ewart 
F^, near Wooler ; they seemed to be a compound of brass and 
copper, the handles quite wasted by time* They were twenty-one 
inches long from the handle to the point. They were found in a 
perpendicular position, as if stuck down on purpose. One of them 
was presented to the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, by Mrs. 
St. rwAy of Ewart Park. 

FArvary 20. — Died, at Polam Farm, near Darlington, John 
Yarrow, aged 110 years. He was a native of Mason l5innington, 
m Northumberland ; was a servant to a farmer near North Shields, 
in 1715 ; and remembered assisting at the plough when the con- 
stables went into the field, and demanded the horses to convey 
military stores in the rebellion. He was able, the preceding sum- 
mer, to cut turf in a field, as well as to attend to many domestic 
and rural occupations ; his diet chiefly consisted of bread, milk, and 
cheese. 

FArvary 23^— Died, at Capheaton Clbck^mill, Mrs. Mai^garet 
Tours, aged 104 years. 

Tfhnuuy 28. — ^Died, m Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, Mrs. Mary 
Taybr, aged 103 years. She possessed all her fiusulties to the last 
moment, and wallasd about on the morning of her death. 

March 6^— As the sexton was digging a grave on the north side 
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of Chatton church, he found a stone coffin about ten inches beloir 
the surface* It was securely and neatly covered with three stones. 
In the coffin were the remains of a human body* The skull was 
nearly perfect, and the teeth of the upper jaw were a full set ; the 
thigh bone measured eighteen inches ; but the skull was nearly full 
oi water. The earth being carefully examined, one of Robert 
Bruce's silver pennies was found, also a steel spur, and several re- 
lics of ornamental brass and iron work, supposed to be the remains 
of the helmet of the warrior who had been interred in the coffin. 

1814 f March 12J, — As some labourers were at work on the 
summit of a green hill, in the farm of Old Earle, near Wooler, they 
struck into a complete urn of baked clay, unglazed, inverted on a 
flat stone, a little inclined. Some fragments of a human skull, and 
other bones, in a sound dry state, and a thin piece of flint, were 
found under the urn. The small end of the urn was not a foot 
below the surface, with a few stones remaining over it. 

April 5m — An explosion took place in Howdon Pit, Percy Main 
colliery, when four numan beings lost their lives. 

April I4 — Died, at Bamardcastle, aged 82 years, William 
Hutchinson, esq., F. S. A., clerk of the lieutenancy of the county dT 
Durham, whose death was preceded only two or three dajrs by that 
of his wife, aged 78 years ; they were both interred in the same 
grave. Mr. Hutchinson had distinguished himself by the publican 
tion of three county histories. \. ^ A View of NorUntmber* 
iand, trith an JExcursion to the Abbey of MaUroeSt in Scotland^ 
1776, 1778, 2 voU. 440. 2. » The History and AnOquitiei of the 
County Palatine of Durham;* 1785, 1787, 1794, S vols. Mo. a 
^ The History of we County cf Cumberland^ and some places ad* 
jaeentj S^e. Sfc^* 1794, 2 vols. ito. He also published ** An Exeur* 
sion to the Lahes in Cumberland and Westmorland^' 1776, 8ro.*' 
^ T^ Spirit of Masonry^' 12nro., and various dramatic and mis- 
eeOaneous works. Tliere is a small portrait of Mr. Hutchinson on 
the title page of the Spirit of Masonry, also on the same plate with 
that of George Allan, esq., of the Grange, F. S. A., which forms the 
flrcmtispiece of the 8th volume of Nichols' Literary Anecdotes. 
See page 8, May 18, 1800. 
AprU 9^— Died, at Sunderland, Mary Pearson, aged 101 years. 
April 13.— The city of Durham was elegantly illuminated oa 
account of the news of the surrender of Paris to the Allies. On 
the morning, a great number of red, white, and orange flags were 
hoisted out of the windows in the different streets, which had a very 
good effect. The signal for lighting was given by the bells of the 
cathedral, and all the other churches beginning a merrv peal at 
eight o'clodc, and in a short time afler, the whole city and suburbs 
were i^parently in a blaze. The fountam in the college was taste^ 
fully decorated with coloured lamps, &c., as was also the town-halL 
The many transparencies and devices which were exhibited at the 
principal houses, showed an uncommon degree of taste. An effigy 
of Buonaparte, mounted <m an old horse, was carried through the 
streets, and. at length brought to the market-place and committed 
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to the flaines. A iMmd of music paraded the streets, playing seve- 
ral martial airs, which added much to the hilarity of the evening. 

1814 (May I J, — ^The petitions to parliament from Newcastle, 
against any alteration in the com laws, were transmitted to the 
members of parliament for that town. They were signed in the 
course of three days by 11,500 persons, and filled ninety skins of 
parchment. 

May Ss — The foundation stone of the Independent chapel in 
Chester-le-Street, was laid by the Rev. Ralph Davison, of the 
Postern chapel, in Newcastle, when, at the same time, he delivered 
an appropriate address to an attentive audience. 

may 9« — Samuel Walker Parker, esq., entertained a large party 
to supper, &c., at his house at Low Elswick, near Newcastle. The 
Shot Tower was illuminated both inside and out with coloured 
lamps ; round the galleries, &c., on the outside, and placed at inter- 
vals quite up the winding staircase in the inside ; the iout etuembie 
had a fine effect. A considerable quantity of excellent fire-works 
was discharged on the field behind the works, and considerably 
heightened uie pleasure of the scene. The Shot Tower was also 
illuminated, ana had a flag flving on the following evening, and 
looked particularly well from Newcastle-bridge. 

May 10« — Having been fixed for the illumination of Newcastle, 
on account of the peace of Europe, it was a day of general joy, and 
the town was crowded with strangers. Pk'ecisely at twelve o'clock 
the Right Worshipful Thomas Smith, esq., mayor, the recorder, 
aldermen, sheriff, town-clerk, and the other officers of the body cor- 
porate, attended by the stewards, and a numerous company of the 
free burgesses, went in procession firom the Guildhall to the West- 

Ste, to lay die foundation stone of a new hospital for indigent 
^men and their widows. Upon the procession coming in view 
of the castle, a salute of twenty-one guns was fired, which was re- 
turned by loud cheerings in the open area fronting St. Nicholas* 
church. The procession then moved forward to the site of the 
building, and the arrangements having been previously made, the 
town-clerk read the inscription engraved upon a plate of brass, 
which beinff deposited, the mayor lud the foundation stone in due 
form, and then standing upon it, congratulated the immense assem- 
blage of spectators on the combination of chari^ and public happi- 
ness in the business of the day. Mr. Joseph Clark then followed, 
and after a neat speech, proposed that the building should be called 
** The Peace and UnUy Hospital'* This was agreed to, and loudly 
cheered. The procession then returned in form to the Guildhall, 
where it separated. At half-past eight o'clock in the evening, the 
signal for illuminating was given by a gun from the castle, and the 
town was presently in a blaze of Ijght. Never before was such an 
illumination seen m Newcastle, xhe weather also was &vourable, 
dark, dry, and calm ; and though the streets were crowded to ex- 
cess, through the precautions taken by the mayor, all disorder was 
avoided ; not a gun was fired nor a squib let off. Many persons 
wore white cockades; the number of variegated lamps was very 
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great, and probably the devices, serious and humourous, exceeded 
four hundred. At twelve o'clock a gun from the castle, announced 
that the time for extinguishing the lights had arrived, when in a 
few short fleeting moments " all was dark.'' Not less than be- 
tween forty and fifty thousand people were in the streets, many of 
them from a great distance. It seemed rather stranee to see the 
Durham and Sunderland coaches, and Shields boats leaving New- 
castle at eleven and twelve o'clock at night. 

1814 (May 12^. — North Shields was most brilliantly illuminated 
in honour of the peace. 

Illuminations and other rejoicings took place at South Shields, at 
Berwick, Belford, Darlington, Stockton, Sunderland, and the other 
towns in Northumberland and Duriiam ; each town vieing with the 
other in testifying their loyalty by various elegant transparencies 
and mottoes. 

May 14. — Mr. Edward Wiggan, farmer, near Bedlington, was 
arrested in Newcastle, for a small debt, and safely lodged in gaol. 
At the time of his arrest, he declared that he would not long be in 
confinement, and on the 17th he made the following desperate at- 
tempt at escape ; whilst walking with the other debtors on the top 
of the prison, he mounted the parapet of the gaol next to Gallow- 
gate, where the wall was fifly feet high, and leapt off in the hope' of 
reaching a dunghill which lay about five yards from the wall of the 
prison. He succeeded in reaching the outer edge of the dunghill, 
m which he sunk up to his knees, and it was perhaps owing to this 
circumstance that none of his bones were broken by the fall, but 
he was so dreadfully shaken, that on taking him up, no hopes were 
entertained of his recovenr. He finally surmounted the injury. 

May 19. — The Tyne Steam Packet, the first built upon that 
river for the conveyance of passengers, &c., between Newcastle 
and Shields, commenced its course. Being ascension day, it joined 
the procession of barees, &c., and was a gj^eat novelty. It was 
afterwards named *' "Die Perseverance." There are now (1831) 
upwards of thirty steam packets plying upon this river. 

May 31.— The Society of Arts presented a gold medal to Mr. 
Edward Backhouse, of Darlington, for planting 363,600 larches on 
waste land. 

Same day, the Society of Arts presented a silver medal and ten 
guineas to Mr. William Martin, of Wallsend, Northumberland, for 
hu invention of a spring weighing machine. This very ingenious 
and self-taught mechanic was bom at the Tow House, near Halt- 
whistle, in Northumberland, and is the brother of Mr. John Martin, 
the celebrated painter and engraver, and also of Jonathan Martin, 
who is of considerable notoriety for having set fire to York Cathe- 
draL Mr. William Martin claims the original invention of the 
safety lamp ; he has also made various models of bridges, railways, 
8cc*f &&, which prove him to be possessed of great mechanical m- 
genuity. In the year 1821, he published << A New System of No- 
iurai Philo9ophyy on the Principle of Perpetual Motion^** with a 
portrait, Svo. This very curious work, in which he refutes Sir 
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Isaac Newton'i Philoaophy, is replete with visioni, dreams, rob* 
beriest &c., &c.. This variously talented man has engtaved Bereral 
copper platee, among wliich arc a flash bank note — the plates to 
illustrate the life of his brother Jonathan, which the latter hawked 
about for sale, also portraits of himself, views of York Cathedral 
done afler the fire, and various others, and is at present (ISSL^ en- 
gaged in engravmg on steel. He is also a Poet/ and has published 



" A New PhUotophieai Song or Poem Book, oalied the Nmikmm 
berUaid Bard, or the BoionfiUt efall/alse PhUotopAy," 1627, 8v«. 
He has repeatedly lectured in Newcastle and the neighbouring 
towns and villages, on kit own tyttem of Natural Philosophy, In 
June 1830, he undertook a lecturing lour t&roupk Engiand, ajod 
returned in the summer of the fbllowii^ year, and 1^ says with 
success, nobody daring to defend the Newtonian system. In 
August 1831, he sent by post a large packet, coataiDing six or 
eight sheets of paper very closely written, to Baron Broughun, 
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lord hi|h chancellor of England, explaining to his lordship the 
MmHkman system 4>f Natural Pkiloiopky / on the perusal of which, 
be ia confident that his lordship will take such measures as to 
CBHse the new eyetem to be universally adopted. Mr. Martin is a 
writer upon almost every subfeot^ which has drawn forth attacks from 
ttvmerous anonjrmous scribblers; these he treats with great con 
tempt, always boldly signing himself << William Martin, Kat. Phil, and 
Poet." The above portrait is copied from the engraving done from 
Mr. Pkrkei's painting of this philosopher. 

1814 ^Jftf^^ri— •Died, at Ovingham, in Northumberland, Mrs. 
Johnson, aged 100 years. 

Ju»ie 2. — The skeleton of a man was found at the depth of thirty 
Ikthoms, in an old coal [Mt at Chirton, near North Shields. The 
dtsoovery* excited much curiosity. The duke of Argyle,* who re- 
sided at Chirton, in the reign of William III., built a small house 
<if undressed stone, in a shrubbery, which was afterwards converted 
into a brotheK and remained there until the present proprietor 
came to the estate, who immediately pulled it down. About the 
year 1784, a young sea-faring man disappeared, and was never 
more heard of. One of the nymphs of this house, vulgarly called 
(huket Hall^ remembered a young man being rudely taken away 
from her by three men on the Newcastle road, and he was suppos- 
ed to be thrown down the nit near the house. The pit was then 
bein^ filled up by order of the owners ; the rubbish had filled it 
to within about thirty or forty fathoms of the top. llie workmen 
nroceeded and entirely closed it. The owners of Collingwood Main 
naving occasion for a shaft there, caused the rubbish to be cleared 
out, in doing which, the skeleton was discovered. Several of the^ 
ribs were broken. The soles of the shoes were very perfect. 

June 20. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Ann Corby, aged 105 
eers, who, tiU within a year o£ her death, earned her subsistence 
J selling vegetables. She retained her mental faculties till her 
death. 

June S5.-^At noon the right worshipful the mayor of New- 
castle, attended by the other officers of the corporation, and 
preceded by the mace, sword of state, &c., and trumpeters, walk- 
ed in procession firom the Guildhall to proclaim the peace, which 
was done by the town-marshal, upon the Sandhill, and afterwards 
in the Wheat-market, in Newgate-street, and in the Castle-garth. 
The procession was loudly cheered by the populace, and sauted 
by a discharge of guns from the castle, and peals of bells from St. 
Nicholas' church. 

This month, died, at North Shields, Mr. William Robson, aged 
101 years* 

Jnfy SO. — South Shields was visited by a tremendous thunder 
storm, whidi occasioned considerable damage. The electric fluid 
entered the house of Mr. Oliver, in Albion-street, and passed along 
the bell-wires into two or three rooms, in one of which a bedstead, 
bedding, Ac. were literally burnt to ashes, but fortunately the 

• See September Sd, 1810, page d& 
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fire WAS extincuished without doing further hann. The dwelling- 
house of Mr. Hodge, adjoining Mr. Oliver's, was alio much injuied, 
several of the clu'mnies were thrown down, and the roof contider- 
sbly damaged. Happily no part of either family received the 
slightest injury. A person in Mrs. Errington's, the Black Bull 
public house) high end of the town, waa struck during the stonn, 
but not materially hurt, at the same time, the clock in that room 
was very much Mattered. 

1814 (JuiyJ^A set of fifteen gold beads, on a bar 
of metal, of which the annexed wood cut is a repre- 
sentation, were found under a cairn on Chesterfaope 
Common, in the manor of Redesdale, in Northumber- 
land. They were presented to the Antiquarian Society 
of Newcastle, by bis grace the late duke of Northum- 
berland. 

Juljf 28. — Between two and three o'clock in the 
afWrnoon, whilst the atmosphere was obscured by a 
dense fog, the town and vicinity of North Shields was 
visited by a violent storm of thunder and lightning. 
In its commencement the thunder rolled with awfiil 

Cdeur until it nearly attained its climax, when the 
ing became suddenly stunned by a tremendous 
crash. The lightning struck the house of Mrs. Wil- 
kinson, the Bull Ring inn, broke several tiles, descend- 
ed trom the upper story to the next, forced out a 
number of bricks, damaged the window boards, entered 
the apartment beneath, and broke a bullion square of 
^ass in the shop window of an anchor'Smith adjoining. 
Thegrandsonof Mrs. Wilkinson was slightly struck by 
the electric fluid and much terrified ; when fears be- 
ing entertained on account of the servant who had 
been employed in the upper story, tome persons pro* 
ceeded to the spot, when they were much shodkeo on 
finding the poor girl sadly scorched on her side and 
neck, her voice was enfeebled, and her clothes were 
considerably burnt and her pockets torn off. She 
eventually recovered. The lightning also struck and 
materially injured the warehouse of Messrs. Coward 
and Johnson, from whence directing its course to the 
house of Mrs. Weal an ds adjoin ins, it entered a clock 
which stood at the head of the staircase, and which it 
shivered to fragments, leaving the metal work unin- 
jured ; proceeding from the clock, the lightning burst 
the door frame near which Mrs. W. was standing, 
threw the opposite door off the hinges, and in its descent 
broke the four wooden supporters of a bird cage without 
flouring the bird, or ^peering to have even touched 
the wires. The ^lass of the window through which 
it made its final exit was shivered to pieces. Two boats were 
sunk on the south side of the river. During the most considerable 
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part of the night there was lightning and thunder, and the rain 
descended in torrents. 

1814v-— In the summer of this year, some workmen discoyered, 
on the northern side of the southern peak at Tunstall, near Sun- 
derland, about six feet from the base, a rude sepulchre, formed of 
common lime-stones, and covered with the same materials. On 
the floor were deposited the fragments of three urns, of very rude 
and inelegant form, ornamented with zigzag ; and all of them con- 
taining a rich dark mould, in which were interspersed small frag- 
ments of bone, and some human teeth. 

Augtist 10. — A grand masonic procession took place in Newcastle, 
on account of the union of the Athol with St. Nicholas' lodge. 
There were about 600 in the procession, amongst whom were Sir 
J. £. Swmbume, hart., P. G. M., Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., M. P., 
Cathbert Ellison, esq., M. P., William Loraine, esq., Isaac Cook- 
son, esq., the Rev. John CoUinson, rector of Gateshead, the Rev. 
Mr. Wasney, Sec In consequence of the vicar of Newcastle having 
refused the use of St. Nicholas' church, the procession marched to 
Gateshead church, where they heard divine service, after which 
£112. 16#. lOd, was collected for Uie benefit of the Infirmary. 
214 of the brethren afterwards dined at the Turk's Head inn. 

AuguMt 12. — A melancholy accident happened at Hebbum col- 
liery, near Newcastle. Elias Mould, under-viewer, had descended 
one of the pits, with the deputies and overmen, to change the 
course of the air for ventilation, when the pit fired, and himself 
and ten others were unfortunately burnt to death. 

August 14v— Died, in Parliament-place, Westminster, Edward 
Hussey Delaval, esq., of Doddington, in Northumberland, aged 85 
yean. Mr. Delaval was a man of veiy distinguished genius and 
nierit He was M. A. and Fellow of rembroke-hall, Cambridge, 
and an excellent classical scholar. Chemistry and experimental 
philosophy were his favourite pursuits. In 1759, he was elected 
a member of the Royal Society, and in 1765 was complimented 
with their gold medal, for a paper which he read to that illustrious 
body. The Literary and Philosophical Societjr of Manchester also 
voted him their gold medal for his philosophical researches ; and 
the Royal Societies of Upsal and Gottingen, and the Institute of 
Bologna, unsolicited, enrolled him amongst their members. Mr. 
Delaval corresponded, and was in habits of intimacy, with most of 
^ scientific characters of his day. 

August 25« — There were upwards of 10,000 salmon in Ber- 
wick market, which had been caught in the river Tweed. 

September 8« — Died, in London, Mr. Thomas Spence, a native 
of Newcastle, author of several curious political works. Mr. S. 
devised and published a plan by which all human kind could be 
provided with sustenance without pauperism. In 1801, he under- 
went a state prosecution, was convicted, and endured & year's in- 
carceration, and was also subjected to a fine, of which he ever after 
l><Nttted, and used to say it would be the means of one day usher- 
iQg his doctrines into universal notice* His remains were attended 
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by a numeroas throng of political admirers. Appropriate medal- 
lions were distributed, and a jmir of scales preceded his body, in* 
dicatire of the justice of his views* One of his friends made an 
oration over his grave illustrative of his public and private quali- 
ties. Upon Mr. Spence's principles a sect was founded, odled 
^ The Spenceans." 

1814 ( 8^t 9^.-— An explosion took place in the Leafield colliery* 
in the parish of Chester-le-Street, whicn killed four men, and much 
injurea five others. 

Sepiember 10. — The first number of the Durham County Adver- 
tiser was published in Durham, under the firm of Francis Humble 
and Co. This was originally ** The Newcastle Advertiser,** and, 
after having had various owners, it was removed to Durham. It is 
at present published by Mr. Francis Humble. See O^ 18, 1788, 
voL u page 348. 

Sepiember 20. — A grand musical festival commenced at New- 
castle, which continued for three days. The performances con- 
sisted of three grand oratorios in St. Nicholas' church, and three 
miscellaneous concerts in the theatre. On the last day there were 
between 2,000 and 3,000 persons at the church, and the theatre 
was crowded to excess. The receipts exceeded £2,300 ; one-fifth 
was given to the Infirmary. Every one who partook of the mental 
treat expressed the utmost satisfaction at the wonderful powers of 
Madam Catalani and Mr. Braham. 

October 6. — About three o'clock on the morning, a fire was 
discovered in the farm-yard of Mr. Ralph Atkinson, of South 
Crosforth, near Newcastle, which destroyed the whole of the hay, 
amounting to about 150 tons, together with eleven corn-stacks. 
The fire was supposed to have originated from the heat of the hay- 
stacks. The thrashing machine was also much damaged by the fire. 

October 22. — An inquest was held at Bishopwearmouth Pans on 
the body of Margaret Poole, who had poisoned herself by pur- 
posely taking a large quantity of laudanam. The coroner's verdict 
was ** Felo de «e," and in consequence she was buried in the public 
highway, on the 24th, in the presence of a great concourse of 
spectators. 

Oct. 28. — Died, at Cleasby, near Darlington, Ann Donnel, aged 
105 years. 

JVwember 8. — A new bridge built over the river Till, near Red 
Scar, in Northumberland, fell down with a tremendous crash. The 
architect, who was below removing some props, was unfortunately 
killed, being buried in the ruins. 

November 11. — Died, in the Manor Chare, Newcastle, Mr. Wil- 
liam Middleton, aged 101 years. 

Ifooember 27.-^Died, at Percy Main, near North Shields, Mrs. 
Mary Tulip, spinster, aged 100 years. 

December 8. — Died, at Hexham, Mary Porch, aged 100 years. 

I}eeember 10.— Died, at his house in Somerset-street, Portman- 
square, London, in the Slst year of his age, the Rev. Dr. Scott, 
rector of Simonbum, in Northumberhnd. This very popular divine 
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was a native of Leeds. He published ten Occasional Sermons, 
also three Seatonian Prize Poems, &c^ which exalt him high as a 
poet. As a public ^aker he had scarce an equal, and his com- 
positions were of the most elegant kind. 

1814 (Dee. 16^. — A great hurricane commenced about sun-rise, 
and continued through the whole day, which did great damage to 
Newcastle and the neighbourhood. About eight yards of the 
parapet wall, which surrounds the roof of All hunts' diurch, was 
blown into Silver-street ; and a large stone urn was blown from 
the steeple, and fell at the head of uie Butchers* Bank. A window 
also of that church, one of St. Nicholas*, and one of Hanover- 
square chapel, were blown in. Stacks of chimnies in the houses of 
Geoiige Waldie, esq., S. W. Parker, esq.. Dr. Headlam, Mr. Turner, 
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bell, and many others, were blown down, and 
fiilling on the roo&, completely destroyed them. A house belong- 
ing to Mr. Charles Turner, in Pilgrim-street, had the roof and two 
uppor stories entirely destroyed. The hish brick wall that en- 
closed Mr. Croser's garden, at the Shield-neld, was blown down 
into the lane. The fury of the tempest was most conspicuous in 
the vicinity of the river Tyne, which, swelled by the rains, came 
rolling down like a sea, and beating with fury against the bridge, 
the spray was carried forward by the wind into the lower parts of 
the town, where it fell with all the effect of a shower of rain* The 
ships at the Quay were obliged to strike their topgallant-masts, 
and not a boat durst venture on the river. A sailor was blown 
from the mast of a vessel at the Quay, and, falling on the deck, 
vras killed on the spot. Two wherries were upset on the river, 
from both of which the people were saved. Another, laden with 
cinders, was swamped near the Close. Several keels were also 
swamped, and the crews of several which were overtaken on their 
passage by the storm, were obliged to throw the greatest part of 
Cfaeir coals overboard, to save themselves from sinking. Carr's-biU 
and Gateshead-fell, from their exposed situations, particularly felt the 
effects of the storm. A great part of Jarrow church was unroofed, 
and many yards of a high garden wall at Westoe, belonging to 
William Ingham, esq., was blown down. The same gentleman had 
a hay-stack thrown down and scattered by the wind in all direc- 
tions. Many other stacks shared the same fate, and several trees 
wefe torn li^ by the roots. At North Shields, several houses were 
unroofed, and numerous chimnies, walls, &c. were blown down. 
Many keels and wherries were sunk, and a keel belonging to 
Messrs. Nichol and lAidlow was crushed to pieces. One man 
fell from a keel near the New Quay, and was drowned in the sight 
of several persons, who could render him no assistance. A keel 
was driven out to sea with its crew on board, who, after great exer- 
tionsy happily succeeded in reaching Holy Island in safety* A 
garden brick wall, thirty yards lonp^, near Bedford-street, with the 
fruit treefl, was laid flat, almost in a mass. At Durham and the 
vicinity much damage was done, A stack of chimnies in Lord 
Barrington's house, m the College, being blown down, fell upon 
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the roof, through which it penetrated into the best lodging-roomy 
destroying the bed, and forcing its way into the drawing-room be- 
low. Another stack of chimnies fell from the house of Dr. Gray 
into the College. At the new school in Claypath, large slates were 
blown to a distance of sixty yards : no person received any injury. 
At Sunderland, the gale blew with indescribable fury. About one 
o'clock, a garden wafi, on the east side of Nile-street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, was blown down, and Mr. George Cameron, a very respect* 
able master mason, of Sunderland, who was passing by at the time, 
'was so severely wounded on the head, that he only survived three 
hours. The bricks flew with such violence across the street as to 
break several squares of glass in the houses on the opposite side. 
Several houses in Sunderland and the neighbourhood were entirely 
unroofed, and numbers were partially so. 

1814. — Henry CoUingwood Selby, esq., of Swansfield-house, near 
Alnwick, has erected, on a commanding eminence called the Camp- 
hill, a little to the south of his mansion, an elegant stone column, to 
commemorate the victorious efforts of Britain and her allies, during 
the late war, and the restoration of peace to Europe, in the above 
year. On the square tablets of the four sides are suitable inscrip- 
tions. 

A handsome cross was this year erected at Corbridge, at the 
expense of the late duke of Northumberland. In 1809, the old 
cross was taken down, and was in the possession of the late George 
Anderson, esq. of Newcastle, who placed it in the Nun's Field, be- 
hind his house ; but in 1828, when this piece of ground was thrown 
open to the public, it was ag&in taken down. 

The spire of Potter-gate Tower in Alnwick, was this year taken 
down, by order of the chamberlains and common council of the 
borough. It bore a striking resemblance to the steeple of St. Ni- 
cholas church, in Newcastle. The tower, which was sixty feet in 
height, was erected on the site of the Old Gate, in the year 1768. 

This year, died at Whitley, near North Shields, Eleanor Gibson, 
aged 108 years. 

1815 ^Jan. 2)* — The front of a house situated on the Bank- 
side, in the Castle-^th, Newcastle, tenanted by five families, fell 
down, and its inhabitants were placed in the greatest danger. For* 
tunately, however, a ladder was near the place, by the assistance 
of which, the cliildren were taken out of the upper window from 
their perilous situation. 

January 15« — Died, at Park-house, near Morpeth, Mr. George 
Jewk, dyer and bleacher, in his 100th year. 

January 20. — Died, at South Shields, James Sheriff, seaman, 
aged 100 years. 

January 29. — Died, at Framlington, in Northumberland, Mrs. 
Thompson, aged 101 years. 

February 4. — Died, near Hexham, Mrs. Eleanor Charlton, aged 
99vears; her brother George, died at Birtley, aged 108 years; 
and James, at Hexham, aged 97 ; and her sister Elizabethy died at 
Wark, aged 100 years. 
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1815 (FA. 4h). — Died at East Sleekburn, near Morpeth, Mr. 
Stephen Watson, farmer, aged 101 years. 

March 5. — The NevcasSe petitions aeainst the corn bill, were 
this day (Sunday) sent off to London. There were three petitions, 
each 60 yards long, which contained 25,500 signatures, all signed 
within the short space of two days. 

March 6. — Died, in Framwellgate, Durham, Jane Maddison, 
aged 100 years. 

Man^ 17. — Died, at Shadforth, near Durham, Mary Paddison, 
aged 103 years. 

March 20. — In the aflemoon, a number of misguided persons, 
principally keelmen and casters on the river Wear, assembled in a 
riotous manner near Sunderland, and determined to pull down the 
bridge which had been erected across Galley's Gill, near Bishop* 
wearmouth, for the purpose of conveying the coal-waggons belong- 
ing to Messrs. Nesham and Co. to the staiths below. They then 
proceeded to their work of destruction ; and having entirely pulled 
down the bridge, set fire to the staiths at the head of the bridge, 
and burnt all the machinery which was erected Uiere for the pur- 
pose of conveying the waggons down the inclined plane to the 
spouts, where the coals were put on shipboard without the inter- 
vention of keels. They also pulled down one house, and unroofed 
several others. It continued till a late hour at night, when a party 
of horse arrived from Newcastle, and dispersed the mob. One man 
was killed by some of the falling timbers striking him. The occa- 
fiion c^this tumultuous proceedmg originated in an idea, that other 
similar staiths were about to be erected upon the Wear, in conse- 
quence of which, there would not be so much employment for keel- 
men and casters. The injury done was estimated at £6,000. 

.April 6.— Died at Norton, near Stockton, Ann Gumming, aged 
101 years. 

Jiay 3. — A dreadful accident took place in Heaton Main Col- 
liery, near Newcastle. The workings of the colliery at this time 
were in one of the lower seams, at a very great depth, having a 
considerable dip or inclination from one side to the other, the shafts 
being on the lower side. The upper and neighbouring seams had 
formerly been wrought as a colliery, under the name of Heatoa 
Banks, by shafts distinct from the present workings, and which 
shafts when the colliery was given up, were covered over with 
boards and earth. In the course of time, these old workings had 
become endrely filled with water, which at about half-past four 
o'clock on the morning of the above day (Wednesdav^, broke 
through the roof in the north-west part of the present coUiery, at a 
point where the strata are disturbed by a dyke, and inundated the 
workings. Some of the men who were working near the spot 
where the water forced its entrance, ran immediately to the shuts, 
and happily esc^ied from the pit. On their way they met Mr. 
Miller, the under viewer, and informed him of what had happened, 
when he ran to give the alarm to the other men, who were work- 
ing in the higher part of the pit, in the hope that they might be 
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able to effect their escape also ; but this, alas ! was not permitted 
The water rushed in with dreadful rapiditj, and flowing natorallj 
to the lower parts of the workings, soon cut off the only means of 
escape, by closing the lower mouth of the shafts, in which the wa^* 
ter soon rose to the depth of nineteen fathoms. Exertions were im* 
mediately made to reach the spot where the men were supposed to 
be, from some other workings, but without success, as the shafts 
of the old workings were choaked up by the eardi, &c* which 
covered their mouUis when deprived of the support of the water, 
having fallen in, dragging after it many trees which had been 
plant^ in their vicinity. Attempts were made m front of Ueaton- 
hall, to endeavour to reach the old worldngs through a shaft whidi 
had not fallen in, but these also were unavailing, on account of 
beins filled with inflammable air. Three large engines (one of 
130 horse-power) were incessantly employed in endeavouring to 
draw the water from the pit, but without effect, as the water in 
the shaft amounted at first to nineteen fathoms, but it subsequently 
gained upon them, from which it appeared that some internal re* 
servoir had burst into the pit. At three o'clock on Thursday, it 
stood at thirty fathoms. Durine the night the water gained upon 
the engines, notwithstanding they discharged 1,200 gallons per 
minute. The water in the lowest shaft was plumbed early on the 
Friday morning, when it was found to be thirty-three fathoms^-* 
By this catastrophe, 75 persons (41 men and 34 boys) lost their 
lives, together with the whole stock of horses which were down at 
the time. In the distance between the back of Heaton and Benton* 
bridge, seven of the shafts belonging to the workings of an old 
cdlieiy on Heaton Banks, fell in, presenting most frightful chasms. 
Of many of these, the surface exhibited not the least vestise, nor 
was their existence known in the neighbourhood. The old col- 
liery is said to have been discontinued on account of the influx of 
water, which was so great, that seven engines, of the construction 
of that day, could not get the better of it. The first steam-engine 
used in this part of the country was erected at Heaton, and most 
probably on this colliery.* From various difficulties, the bodies of 
these unfortunate men were not arrived at until upwards of nine 
months from the time of the accident. The sufferers who thus 
found a living grave, left twenty-four widows and seventy-seven 
orphims, besides Mrs. Miller and her eight children, to deplore 
their untimely fate. On the 6th of January 1816, the first human 
body of the sufierers was brought to bank, in a state of great de- 
cay, but ascertained, by the neckcloth, to be that of William Scott, 
between 70 and 80 years of age, who attended one of the furnaces. 
Of a knife which the deceased had in his pocket, the haft only (of 
bone) was entire, the blade being entirely corroded by the mixture 
of the pyrites in the mine with the water. His watdi was also 
nearly destroyed by the same cause. It may, however, afford soom 
speculation to the curious, that the articles of linen on the deceased 
were quite fresh and uninjured, but those of woollen fid>ric entirely 

• See 1714, vol L page 1S3. 
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destroyed. lo a few weeks afterwards, the remains of the rest of 
these uDfortimate men were found in different situations in the 
workings of the pit. February 20th9 thirty-nine of the bodies* 
fimning a melancholy procession, were interred in trenches in 
the south-east comer of WaU's-End church-yivd. Many of the 
bodies, when found, were nearly naked, and all in a state of great 
decay. 

1615 fJune l^.p— Died, in the workhouse of Chester4e-Street, 
Mrs. Allen, aged 104 years. 

Jtme S^-^At five o clock in the afternoon, a dreadful explosion 
took place in the Success Pit, near Newbottle, in the county of 
I>arham, belonging to Messrs. Nesham and Co. At the time the 
accident happened, seventy-two men and boys were at work in the 
pit, and though the flame did not ascend the shaft, yet a large co^ 
lumn of dust plainly indicated to the workmen above ground the 
sad catastrophe that had happened. Immediate exertions were 
made to save, if possible, the lives of those in the pit, in which 
they so far succeeded as to bring all the bodies to bank by the 
moiming of the 4ith. Very few of the bodies were disfigure<C and 
in many life was still extant ; several of whom, shocking to relate, 
died the moment they breathed the fresh air ! Of the seventy- 
two in the pit, fifteen survived, some of whom were severely hurt« 
Of nineteen horses in the pi^ six were killed. It appeared the 
fire had passed down the ways, destroying all that encountered its 
fury, until it was impeded and broken, as it is termed, by a large 
waggon, which it dashed to pieces, and mangled the driver and 
horse in a most shocking manner. After the torrent had passed 
by them, the men left the workings in hopes of effecting their es- 
cape ; but few, alas 1 were able to reach the shaft, and even some 
of those, overpowered by after-damp, at the very moment they 
hoped to have escaped, fell to rise no more I The mrst person that 
reached the surface was a little boy, six years of age. By this 
accident, fifty-seven valuable lives were lost. 

June 9. — A meeting was held in the Town-hall, in Alnwick^ 
(William Burrell, esq., of Broom-park, in the chair,) for the pur- 
pose of taking into conuderation Uie expediency of establishing a 
dispensary in that town, for the benefit of the poor in Coquetdsde^ 
Bamborough, and Glendale wards, which was immediately carried 
into execution by a very liberal subscription. 

Jmmt 11^ — ^As some children were playing in a brick*yard near 
Shield-field, Newcastle, they picked up several guineas from some 
rubbish that had been led firom the cellar of the Grey Horse pub- 
lu>house, on the Quay. The circumstance having spread, people 
£ocked to the place that evening and the whole of the next 
day, many of whom were well rewarded for their trouble. The 
cartman who had led the rubbish, hearine of the good fortune of 
ao many, and recollecting that he had taken some of it to a brick- 
yvA near Bridge-street, went thither and found several guineas. 
This i^ace, too, became a scene of industry. One man went at 
night with a dark lantern, and lined his pockets with gold. One 
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girl got twenty-two guineas ; some of them were dated 1759, bat 
most of them were of the coinage of 1777. Various were the 
conjectures employed to account for this treasure being in so extra** 
ordmary a situation. Some people related, that, about forty years 
before, a traveller was robbed in the Grey Horse, and that a servant, 
who was suspected and turned away, had concealed the plunder in 
the cellar, and had not afterwards^an opportunity of carrying it o£ 
Others reported, that a landlord of the above house had said upon 
his death-bed, that he was worth a sum of money, which could not 
afterwards be found, and imagined that this must have been the 
wealth to which he alluded. 

1815 (June 14^.— As some workmen were employedatthe North- 
shore, near Newcastle, they discovered two human skeletons, the 
bones of which were in a perfect state. They were both lying to- 
grether, and one diagonally over the other. 

June 27.*-On the morning of this day, Sheriff-hill colliery, near 
Gateshead, fired, during the time that Mr. William Foggett, the 
viewer, and his two brothers were down, all of whom were killed 
by the blast, and eight of the workmen were also suffocated by 
what is termed the after-damp. 

June 27. — ^In the evening. Count Lynch, mayor of Bourdeaux, 
arrived in Newcastle, on his road to visit his relation, John Cla- 
vering, esq., of Callaly. As soon as it was known who the stranger 
was, he was greeted with a peal of bells (about a quarter past ten 
o'clock at night), and which was continued at intervals till past 
twelve. On the foUowing morning, the count breakfasted with 
Thomas Davidson, esq., Westgate-street, and afterwards paid his 
respects at the Mansion-house, and likewise waited upon several 
of the Catholic families in Newcastle. As soon as the mail arrived, 
confirming the intelligence of the defeat of the French army under 
Buonaparte, the populace assembled at the Queen's Head inn, 
where the count was, and consratulated him on the news, and 
again greeted him with repeated huzzas. It will be remembered 
that Count Lynch was the first to hoist the white flag in France, 
and surrendered Bourdeaux to the British arms. On the count's 
arrival at Morpeth, he was welcomed with a peal of bells, land the 
applause of an immense concourse of spectators. The populace 
were regaled with ale, and the count and Mr. Clavering joined 
them at the window in drinking the king, army, &c. On his de- 
parture, the populace took the horses from his carriage, and drag- 
ged him through the principal streets. 

July 1. — ^Died at Broom-Ridge, in Northumberland, Bridget 
Mahon, aged 103 years. 

July 31. — A shocking accident happened at Newbottle colliery, 
owing to the boiler of the locomotive engine bursting from beins 
too strongly charged. It was the first trial of the machine, which 
was inten({ed to draw twenty waggons, and a number of persons 
had assembled around it to witness its setting off. The brakesman 
was dashed to pieces, and another man cut in two by the fragments 
of the boiler, and a little boy thrown a great distance and killed. 
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About fifty others (of whom some died) were most severely scald- 
ed and wounded. 

1815 (July). — This month, a man employed in cutting a drain 
behind a house on the south side of the Main-street, Monkwear- 
mouth, discovered the remains of two human skeletons, about three 
feet beneath the surface, in a bed of dark brown sand, covered 
^th a large stone, but without the slightest appearance of a coffin ; 
one of the skeletons appeared to be that of a female. 

August 28. — In the night, the house of Miss Smith (now Lady 
Peat), at Herrington, in the county of Durham, was set fire to, 
after being robbed. Miss Smith was from home at the time, but 
a servant girl, named Isabella Young, was found in a passage lead- 
ing to the kitchen, nearly naked, with two wounds on the back 
part of the head, and a large fracture on the fore part of it, which 
had occasioned her death. The fire, when discovered about twa 
o'clock on the morning of the 29th, had not reached the body of 
tbe girl, but it appeared evident such had been the intention of 
the perpetrators. At the assizes* held in the city of Durham, on 
the Idth of August, 1819, John Eden, James Wolfe, and George 
Wolfe, his son, were put upon their trial for burglary, murder, and 
arson, at Herrington ; and after the attention of ue court had been 
occupied upwards of nine hours, a verdict of guilty was given against 
John Eden and James Wolfe, who were sentenced to be hanged 
on the 16th. Afler their conviction, some circumstances appear- 
ing in favour of Wolfe, some members of the Society of rnends 
instituted an inquiry into the particulars of the case, when a.n /dUn 
was established, provine by numerous affidavits, that James Wolfe 
was one hundred miles T/f from Herrington when the murder, &c. 
bad been committed. September 26th, he received a firee pardon 
from the king, and was released from prison. The success attend- 
ing their endeavours for Wolfe, induced the same benevolent in- 
dividuals to look into the case of Eden (who still persisted in his 
innocence^ and they found, to their great joy, that this man had 
been falsely sworn to, by James Lincoln, a seaman of Sunderland, 
no doubt for the reward offered. Eden was also liberated, having 
obtained his Majesty's pardon. At the summer assizes, held in 
the city of Durham, August 4th, 1820, James Lincoln was tried, 
and, upon the clearest evidence, was found guilty of wilful and 
<:omipt perjury. 

Sejpiember 1. — Mr. Sadler, in his balloon and car, ascended 
from the Bowling-green (afterwards Bond-street, now Prudhoe- 
street), Newcastle. The day was uncommonly fine, and at an early 
hour the town was thronged with people to witness this unusual 
exhibition. The process of inflation was commenced at half-past 
ten, and before twelve, considerable numbers had assembled in the 
Green, where two bands of music were stationed for the recreation 
of the company. At length the discharge of a cannon announced 
that the inflation was completed ; but some further time elapsed 
before all the subsequent preparations were completed, and before 
the balloon could be brought to the platform. At a quarter after 
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threet the balloon was brought forward with some difficulty, on 
account of the high state of the wind, when the attention of every 
one was instantly fixed with anxious expectation on this stnmge 
vehicle, and the oaring aeronaut who was preparing to commit him- 
self to the bosom of the wmd« At length, alter receiving bis Bug 
from the hands of Mrs. Ellison, of Hebbum, the order to play 
** God save the King" was given ; soon after which, die car was 
disengaged, when the balloon rose with a tremendous bound from 
the phtform, and dashed with amazing velocity over Northumber- 
land-street, in a direction nearly £• N. E. Soon afler its ascent, 
the flag of the youn^ aeronaut was observed waving in the air, bat 
the balloon was carried forward with such rapidity, that its motioBa 
soon became indistinct, and the balloon diminiuied to little more 
than a speck. It continued in sight about fifteen minutes, when it 
appeared rapidly to approach the earth ; on throwing out the anchor 
one of the flukes broke, which caused it to be drt^ged some dis- 
tance. At length the balloon and car were secured near to the 
seat of T. Wright, esq., at Whitley Park, and within two hundred 
yards of the sea, being twenty-one minutes from leaving the Bowl* 
mg-green. From Mr. Wright and the gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood, the aeronaut received the most polite and friendly attention. 
About eight o'clock in the evening, Mr. Sadler returned to town, 
and, as he passed through the streets, was loudly greeted by the 
huzzas of the people. September 29th, 1824, Mr. Sadler waa 
killed by a &I1 from his balloon, after having ascended majestically 
from the yard of the gas-works at Bolton, in Lancashire. 

1815 fSepL 16^«— In consequence of the sudden reduction of 
the navy, happening at the time of the arrival of the ships from 
the Greenland and other trades, an immense body of seamen was 
at once thrown, unprovided for, upon the country, and in much 
greater numbers than could possibly, in so short a space of 
time, find employment in the mercluuit service. Great numbers 
of unemployea seamen consequentlv accumulated at the several 
out ports, and particularly at Shields and Sunderland, where they 
Ul-advisedly endeavoured to obtain employment from the diip- 
owners, by insbting that every ship should have a complement of 
five men and a boy for every 100 tons register admeasurement 
In order to obtain tiiis demand, they for several weeks assembled 
in large bodies, and forcibly prevented the sailing of all ships, by 
taking out the seamen, whom they compelled to join their body, 
under pain of having their faces blacked and jackets turned, and being 
thus exhibited through the public streets, with other contemptuous 
treatment They observed the strictest discipline among diem- 
selves, and severely punished those who were guilty of any distur- 
bance, calling die roll every morning, and fining those who were 
absent without leave, and a watch was set every night to patrde 
the streets, and clear them of those who were guilty of any dii* 
order, so that the greatest order prevailed in Shields* streets. On 
the above day, ^Siturday) a general meeting was held upon Cul* 
lercoats Sands, wnen about S^OOO were present, and on Wednesdsy 
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the SOth, another was held at the same place of the seamen 
from Shieldsy Sonderland, and Blyth» consisting of about 7,000, 
when, after consulting on the measures to be adopted, they sepa- 
rated without committing the least outrage. The above meetings 
had a verjr alarming appearance, being composed principaUj of 
men just hberated from his majesty's service ; but the ship-owners 
resistti^ their demands, and getting the aid of the navy and mili* 
tary, together with the vigorous measures pursued by the magis- 
trates, the seamen were subjected without bloodshed, and brought 
to a sense of their dutv» October 24th, 1815, when near two hun- 
dred vessels proceedea to sea. 

1815 fDee. 8/— As four of the workmen were employed on a 
stage seventy fathoms down the shaft of Nesham's Mam Colliery, 
repairing the masonnr, one of them came to bank to ^t something 
he wanted ; while taOdng to the banksman, and incautiously passing 
along a plank, he fell down upon the stage he had a few minutes 
before left, and so great was the force acquired in his fall, that 
three beams, six inches by four, which supported the stage, were 
broken by the shock, and the poor fellow and his three com- 
panions were precipitated to the bottom (55 fiithoms further) and 
ail dashed to pieces. 

DeeenJber 9. — This day (Saturday) their imperial highnesses the 
archdukes, John and Lewis of Austria, with their suite arrived in 
Newcastle ; soon after which, they were waited upon by the right 
worshipful the mayor and several of the aldermen, when the mayor 
requested the honour of entertaining them at the mansion-house, 
which their imperial highnesses declined, observing that they were 
sensible of the nonour intended them, but that they wished to be 
considered as travelling privately. On the same, day they visited 
Shields, and Wallsend, and Percy Main Collieries, where they were 
attended by John Buddie, eSq., who described to them the nature 
of the subterraneous workings, &c. On Sunday forenoon they at- 
tended at the Catholic chapel in Newcastle ; and in the afternoon 
paid a visit to Sunderland to see the cast-iron bridge of that town. 
Their imperial highnesses and suite expressed great astonishment 
and pleasure at the structure and ingenuity in the erection of the 
same, and its wonderful span. On Monday they proceeded, at- 
tended by T. H. Bigge and Joseph Lamb, esqrs., to Lemington, 
to see the iron and glass-works established there. Their attention 
was forcibly arrested by the locomotive engine at work upon 
Wyhun waggon-way. After partaking refreshment at Mr. Lamb's 
they returned, and afterwards visited the shot and white-lead 
works at Low Ekwick, and Messrs. Hawks' iron fbundrjr at New 
Greenwich. On the Tuesday morning, their imperial highnesses 
set off on their way to the south. 

1815 (Dec. \\) A fire unfortunately took place in Sheriff Hill 

Colliery, owing to the wooden partition which separated the upcast 
from tne downcast shaft, taking fire from the coal lamp, which is 
used to cause the updraught of air necessary for the ventilation of 
the pit. Every exertion was used to get both men and horses out 
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of the pitt Rft the destniction of the partition necessarily destroyed 
the circuktion of air within the workings. They succeeded in get- 
ting oat all hut five wastemen, who unhappily perished. 

1815 (D9C. 20^— A most dreadfiil me broke out in the ex- 
tensive granaries of Messrs. Johnson, Can*, and Co., John Dewar» 
J<^n Waugh, John Forster, and George Sligh, in Berwick. The 
fire originated from the kiln used for dr3ring grain being overheat^ 
cd» ana was discovered about six o'clock in the evening, but did 
not burst into a flame till near seven, when it raged with such fury^ 
Uiati in a short time, the granaries (about 200 feet in length) were 
reduced to ashes. The whole of Bridge-street was at one time 
threatened with destruction, and severs! of the inhabitants there 
removed their furniture, &c., and the whole of Mr. Reid*s valuable 
atock of books were taken out of the house for safety. The da* 
wage was estimated at £5,000. At twelve o'clock the fire bell was 
rung a second time, the flames having broke out in a hay loft be- 
longing to William Bell, the Old Hen and Chickens inn. Had the 
wind blown as strong from the west as it did from the north-east, 
no exertions could have saved the whole of Bridge-street from being 
burnt down. No lives were lost. Few of the sufferers were in- 
sured. 

Zkeember 29. — On repairing the north aisle of Alnwick church, 
Mr. Thomas Patterson discovered two stone statues about two feet 
below the surface. They are of exquisite workmanship and great 
antiquity. The largest is supposed to represent a king, and is paint- 
ed as havine a scarlet gown and crimson robe lined with ermine, 
an ermine tippet over die shoulders, and bound about the middle 
with a gilt strap. On the left side is a purse, and on the right a 
string of beads ; in the left hand is a globe, in the right a sceptre, 
and at the feet are the royal arms. The other statue is supposed 
to represent a martjrr ; it is carved as being naked, except a piece 
of drapery about its middle. The legs, thighs, and body, are 
transfixed with nine arrows, and the hands and feet are bound in 
fetters. These statues were found without their heads. They are 
placed below the belfrv at tlie west end of the church. 

In the night of this day, the paper mill belonging to Mr. Lumley, 
at Butterby, near Durham, was blown down. The building ex- 
tended across a valley, and was about 100 feet long, the upper 
part beine constructed of wood and brick pillars, the lower floor of 
atone. The wind sweeping along the vale, and taking the building 
at its broadside, tore away the roof and the whole of the upper 
atoiy, or drying rooms ; nothing remained standing but the two 
gable ends and the walls of the lower rooms. The fall of the roof 
forced in the pillars of the drying rooms, breaking some massy 
beams, and involving in the general ruin a quantity of paper in an 
unfinished state, all the vats, and the various utensils used in the 
mill. 

December 30. — In consequence of a rapid thaw, accompanied 
with wind and rain, there was a great flood in the river Tyne, 
which was supposed by many persons to have done nearly as much 
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injury, thoagh it did not rise to so great a height, as the flood 
in 1771, which carried away the bridge at Newcastle. The wiiter 
was at its greatest height about five o'clock on the morning of 
the above day (Saturday), when its appearance was particularly 
awful. Some idea of the force of the current may be formed from 
the circumstance of the Carlisle, London trader^ which was lying 
aloDgside the quay at Newcastle, having torn up the cannon to 
which she was moored, and broken adrift. Another vessel also 
broke adrift from the Carlisle running foul oi her, but both vesseb 
were soon after brought up and secured. Most of the other ves- 
sels at the Quay were obliged, for security, to bring their anchors 
ashore and fasten them, up to the stems, in the pavement. The 
Quay and lower part of the Close were overflowed, and almost every 
cellar filled with water. The loss this way was very great, many 
of the cellars being full of sugars and other dry goods. A man 
named James Craig, and a spirited youth named John Hoggins, 
belon^ng to Newcastle, were unfortunately drowned, when hu- 
manely endeavouring to rescue Robert Lindsay and his two sons, 
the crew of a keel, which, about eleven o'clock on the Friday night, 

S^ fixed lengthways across the second arch from the north end of 
ewcastle bridge. When the cries of the keelmen had given 
alarm for their safety, the man and boy seized a small boat and 
went off to their assistance ; they succeeded in rescuing the men 
from the keel, but, on their return, were swamped in a strong eddy. 
The others who were on board the boat, were saved by one means 
or other, but the man and boy were drowned. Great apprehen- 
sions were at one time entertained for the safety of the bridge of 
Newcastle, jsome of the arches being choaked up with keels and 
ice, and pieces of timber. Happilv, however, the bridge stood 
firm. The two southern arches or the bridge at Haydon-bridge, 
were carried away at nine o'clock on the Friday night. In Shields 
harbour, some lives were lost by the upsetting of a boat, and up- 
wards of thirty vessels drifted from theirmoorings, and were driven 
upon the Herd Sand. Several keels were also blown out to sea, 
with their crews, some of which were seen off Flamborough Head. 
The eflfects of ^e flood were severely felt by the farmers and others 
on both sides of the river, in the loss of horses, cows, sheep, pigs, 
&c. All the low grounds in the neighbourhood of Ponteland were 
overflowed, and many of the inhabitants were roused from their 
sleep by the water entering their beds. Considerable damage was 
done at Durham, Darlington, Sunderland, Hexham, &c. The wind 
com mill of Mr. Heron, about half-a-mile to the westward of Sun- 
derland, got amain, and taking fire, from the friction, was burnt to 
the ground. On the river Wear, the ships and keels were nearly 
all adrift, but were secured before they got to sea. Great damage 
was done fay this storm on the banks of the rivers Tees and Wear. 
1815. — 'This year, died, at Sunderland, Ann Appleby, aged 103 
years. 

1816 fJan. Sj> — Died, at the Low Felling, near Gateshead, 
Alice Blackett, aged 101 years. 

VOL. II. o . 
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1816 (Jan^ 4^. — ^Died, in Gateshead poor-house^ where she had 
resided 50 years, Ann Carpenter, aged 110 years. 

January 9.— Died, at his house, near the Windmill Hills, Gates- 
head, Mr. Thomas Thompson, merchant, in the 4Sd year of his age. 
His death was caused by cold and fatigue in his exertions to save 
his property (timber), from the ravages of the destructive flood in 
the preceding month. From an humble origin, he raised himself by 
his talents and merit to a respectable rank in society ; his loss was 
severely felt in the extensive circle of his friends, as well as in the 

Sublic festivals of the town, to the mirth of which his exquisitely 
umourous songs in the j^ure Newcastle dialect, contributed a large 
portion. Besides being the author of << Canny Newcastle" <* Jemmy 
Johnson's Whurrey^* " New Keel Bow" and other descriptive local 
songs, Mr. Thompson wrote several pieces of considerable merit. 

January 12. — Died, at the Windy-nook, Gateshead Fell, Mary 
Henderson, aged 100 years. 

January 29. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Thomas Coulsoo, 
glass maker, aged 105 years. 

This month, a stone coffin of the usual form was discovered 
about a foot below the surface, immediately without the east chancel 
walls of Boldon church, Durham. It had no lid or inscription. 

A temporary bridge was this month finished across the river 
Tyne, at Haydon-bridge, for the accommodation of travellers. 

January 3. — Died, in Milburn-gate, Durham, Mrs. Ann Smith, 
aged 100 years. 

Fehrwiry 5. — Died, at East Brunton, in Northumberland, Mr. 
John Wallace, aged 103 years. 

The beginning of this year, vigorous efforts were made to esta- 
blish a branch custom-house at North Shields. This excited con- 
siderable interest both at that place and Newcastle, and deputations 
from which places, composed of respectable merchants and ship- 
owners, were sent to London for the purpose of conferring with his 
majesty's ministers on the expediency of the measure. The lord 
chancellor and Sir William Scott, natives of Newcastle, were de- 
cidedly against it. The lords of the treasury at length finally de- 
termined, that no branch of the custom-house at Newcastle should 
be established at Shields ; but such masters of colliers, as might 
wish it, would in future be permitted to sign the coast bond at 
Shields. Newcastle was also highly indebted to Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart., and Cuthbert Ellison, esq., members of parliament for that 
town, for their unremitted exertions on this occasion. 

Another attempt was afterwards made by the shipowners of 
Shields to obtain the privilege of a distinct custom-house, but the 
lords of the treasury again decided against making any alteration 
in the mode of conducting the customary business of the port. 

April 12. — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Mary Richardson, aged 
100 years. 

April 20. — Whole length portraits of the lord chancellor 
(Eldon), and Sir William Scott, judge of the admiralty court, 
were placed in the Guildhall, Newcastle^ on each side of the por« 
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trait of Lord CoUingwood, forming an illustrious trio, all natives of 
that town. The portraits are by Owen. 

1816 (April 2SJ. — ^The second centenary of the immortal bard, 
Shakespeare, was celebrated in Newcastle, by a grand dinner at the 
Queen's Head inn, which was attended by about 60 of the ad- 
mirers of the poet of nature. William Loraine, esq., in the chair. 
Songs and glees were sung by the professional gentlemen present, 
and Mr. Stephen Kemble gave a long and able dissertation on the 
cHHnparative merits of different poets. At the theatre the per* 
formance closed with a representation of Garrick*s celebrated Ju- 
bilee at Stratford. 

This month, an excellent portrait of the duke of Northumber- 
land, painted by Phillips, and elegantly framed, was placed in the 
grand jury-room of the new courts of justice of the county of Nor- 
thumberland, in Newcastle. The portrait was a present from his 
grace to the magistrates of the county, who had requested ** that a 
picture (to be painted at their expense) of the munificent donor of 
£3000. towards the building of the courts, might adorn their walls." 
His grace very obligingly complied in sitting to the artist, but con- 
verted the finished production into an additional present to the 
county. This portrait was most exquisitely engraved by the late 
Mr. Thomas Fryer Ranson, a native of Newcastle. 

May 10. — Died, at the Low Row, near Willington, Northumi^ 
berland, Dorothy Phillips, aged 1 10 years. 

May 14. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, Mrs. Jane Webstek*, aged 
104 years. 

May 31. — The Society of Arts presented a silver medal to 
Williaytn Reid Clanny, esq., M. D., of Bishopwearmouth, for his 
safety lamps for coal mines. This society the following year pre- 
sented the Doctor with a gold medal, for a steam safety lamp. 

This month, died in the county poor-house, in Gallowgate, New- 
castle, John Moffatt, better known by the name of Dummy^ never 
having had the faculty of speech. This eccentric character had 
been in the poor-house about 36 years, and was supposed, at the 
time of his death, to be near 80 years of age. He had ti^o large 
excrescences under his chin, very much resembling the yoitres of 
Switzerland. He was particularly fond of military costume^ in 
which habiliments he was generally dressed, and his partiality for 
fiddling was indicated by imitating that performance with a stick 
across his arm. A whole length portrait of this harmless eccentric 
may be had of John Sykes. 

June 3. — In the evening. Signer de Montfort, had an exhi- 
bition of fire works in the Spital-field, Newcastle, when the 
following melancholy occurrence took place : — Owing to the great 
strength of the wind at the time, the sparks from one of the large 
wheels fell on the stage, on which four rockets were lying ; these 
were ignited by the sparks, and flying off in different directions, one 
of them unfortunately struck a youth of the name of John Price on 
the breast, when he almost immediately expired. The deceased 
was fifteen years of age. Some other persons were also hurt. 
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1816 (June 15 J, — ^A fire broke out in the dwelling-bouse of Mr. 
J. Miller, at Brinkburn colliery, near Morpeth, which, in a short time, 
destroyed the house, with a joiner's shop and stable, and a large 
quantity of wood. Miller's wife, with an infant only three days 
old in her arms, had to make her escape by the window, with other 
five children, all without clothing ; two lodgers also lost every thing 
except what they had on. 

June 18. — The first anniversary of the memorable victory of 
Waterloo, was observed in Newcastle, with every mark of puUio 
rejoicing. A royal salute was fired at noon and sunset from the 
guns on the castle, and many a merry peal was rung by the bells of 
the different churches during the day. 

This day was observed by the gallant SSd regiment of foot, 
quartered in Sunderland barracks, as a high festival. On the morn- 
ing, the regiment had a grand field day, when the men all wore 
a sprig of laurel in their caps, and fired several rounds in honour 
of the occasion. The officers in the latter pdrt of the day gave an 
elegant dinner to many gentry in the town and neighbourhood. 
At night the garrison was illuminated, when various transparencies 
were displayed. The non-commissioned officers had a ball and re^ 
freshroents in one of the barracks; and the men were also permit- 
ted to regale and enjoy themselves in commemoration of a day 
when their sufferings were so great, and when they contributed so 
much by their valour to the attainment of the glorious result. 

June SO. — Died at Darlington, aged 53, Adam Yarker, better 
known by the name of Blind Adam, having been blind from his 
birth. He possessed a strong memory, which he particularly ap- 
plied to the registering the number of deaths, &c, which occurred 
for upwards of forty years in Darlington. Without hesitating a 
moment, he could tell how many deaths had been in any given 
year or month, the exact day when the individual died, to whom 
they were related, &c. He was noted for keeping of poultry, in 
which he greatly excelled ; his hens, owing to his superior manage- 
ment, laid their eggs in the winter season ; he knew them firom 
each other, and could tell the name, colour, &c., as soon as he got 
them in his hand. Although he was descended from poor parents, 
and had but a small pittance, called the blind's bounty, with the 
benevolence of a few charitable individuals, the profits arising from 
his poultry, &c^ enabled him to realise £200. 

July 1. — The foundation stone of a column erected by the 
tenantry of the late duke of Northumberland, to perpetuate his 
grace's munificence and numerous acts of kindness, was laid with 
great rejoicings. The procession moved from the White Swan 
inn, Alnwick, to the site of the column adjoining the road on the 
south entrance into that town. In a cavity were deposited the 
regimental roll, written on vellum, of the late Percy tenantry vo- 
lunteers, hermetically closed in a glass tube, together with several 
medals. When the clergyman had concluded a prayer, the coroi 
wine, and oil, were poured upon the stone, and the company united 
in shouti of api^uie; after which the procession returned. The 
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bdls of Newcastle and Gateahead announced to the public the 
hjiog the foundation stone^ conunenchig to ring at 12 oxlock, and 
wMcb was continued during the remainder of the day. The co- 
lumn was baih on the plan of his grace's ardiitect, the late David 
Stephenson, esq., ai Newcastle. 

1616 (Jtdy6J^-^Some workmen employed at the quarry at Hetton, 
near the old Roman road, Northumberland, on removing the earth, 
discovered about four feet below the surface, an nm rudely carved 
and filled with black ashes, near it was a stone coffin about three 
feet four inches long, and two feet two inches in width, containing 
the remains of a body lying on the left side ; the legs folded up 
behind the thighs. From the rough state of the coffin, no inscrip- 
tion or marks could be seen. 

July 10. — About twelve o'clock at night, an alarming fire broke 
out in the upper port of a building in the Pudding Chare, New- 
castle, occupied by Mr. Beeney, painter and glazier, as a varnishing 
room, and Mr. litwson as a currier's work shop. The fire had 
arrived at a considerable height before it was discovered, and when 
the flames burst forth they threatened destruction, not only to the 
building in which it broke out, but also to the two dwelling-houses 
adjoining, and fronting to the Bigg-market. The firemen succeed- 
ed in getting the fire under by about two o'clock, wiUiout doing 
much farther damage than destroying the upper stories of tlie 
building in which it broke out, together with the property contain- 
ed therein. Mr. Beeney's loss was considerable, being unfortu- 
^^y not insured. Mr. Richardson, the owner of the premises, 
and Mr, Lawson, were both insured. 

An^uti 5. — The ship Flora, of London, having just taken in a 
cwgo of coals from Messrs. Nesham and Co's. staith at Sunderland, 
biev up with a terrible explosion, the deck beams being broken, 
and the decks completely torn up, with considerable other damage. 
"Hiis was occasioned by the inflammable state of the coal, and the 
air being entirely excluded from the hold. 

August 17.«-John Greig, for the murder of Elizabeth Stone- 
house, of Monkwearmouth, was executed pursuant to his sentence, 
on a drop erected in front of the new county court house at Dur- 
ham. After hanging the usual time, his body was cut down and ' 
given to his friends for interment. He was a stout good-looking 
0^, thirty-seven years of age. 

•^a^M 22. — About four o'clock on the momine, an alarming 
^ broke out in the premises of Mr. Coxon, of Milbum place. 
North Shields, pawn broker, which threatened destruction to the 
'^ighbourhood. Fortunately there was no wind, and by the timely 
aid of the engines, it was got under, but not until the whole inter- 
^ part of Uie building, furniture, and pledged goods were con- 
sumed. 

^e day, died at Sunderland, Margaret Archer, aged 110 yean. 

^?takr 7 James O'Neill, for robbing Mr. George Angus, 

f^^ner of Mickley, on the highway, on his return from me preced- 
^ October Cowhili fair, was executed pursuant to his sentence. 
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on the Town Moor, Newcastle. The body, after hanging the iwaal 
time, was cut down, and conTeyed by the friends of the deceased 
to a public house near the gaol, where it was waktd^ and cm the 
following day (^Sunday) it was interred at St Andrew's churdi ; 
about thirty Irish people following it to the grave. 

1816 (StpL 10 J. — During a tremendous hurricane, the patent iron 
wands of the com mill at Byker-hill, near Newcastle, were carried 
away for the third time in two years, and fell with a dreadful crash. 
In Newcastle many buildings were injured, and the large ash tree* 
which had for many generations stood in the west comer of Uie 
vicarage garden in Westgate-street, was blown down, to the great 
regret of the inhabitants* It was somewhat remarkable that this 
tree, which, for many years, had been frequented by rooks was this 
year deserted by them, a solitary pair only making their nest in it. 

September 18. — Many of the tradesmen in Sunderland, injudi- 
ciously refused taking the shillings and sixpences that were plain, 
and without remains of the impression. In consequence of this» 
after dark, a large concourse of the poor inhabitants met and com* 
menced an attad: upon the shops of Messrs. Caleb Wilson, Nattrass, 
Middlebrook, Walton, Andrews, Hall, &c., all grocers and flour deal* 
ers ; the windows of both shops and houses were nearly demolished, 
and the shop of Middlebrook completely gutted by Uie mob, who 
were seen running away with hams, bacon, groceries, &c. Afier 
the shop had been forced open, tlie brave S3d regiment were called 
out, and on the riot act being read about midnight, they prepared 
to act hostily, when the mob in a great degree dispersed, but not 
before several soldiers received severe bruises from bricks, &c. The 
house of Mr. Bames, surgeon, being at this time rebuilding, the 
mob took many hundred bricks for their destructive purposes ; the 
town continued in great alarm and commotion for some time on 
this event 

September 21. — Died, at Chirton, near North Shields, Mr. W^iU 
Ham Elliot, aged 100 years. 

September 30. — ^Died, at Old Walker, near Newcastle, Mrs. Jane 
Jowsey, aged 104 years. She possessed all her faculties untQ the 
time of her dissolution ; she could sew, spin, knit, and read small 
print without the aid of spectacles. 

September, — The view of that venerable ruin, the cathedral of 
St. Cuthbert, at Holy Island, was considerably improved by the 
wreck and rubbish of the fallen parts of the building being removed 
from the windows, which had for ages been blocked up ; but most 
especially by the great western door of the church being opened 
out, which the sun had not shone upon for centuries past, ue archi* 
tecture of which is the trae Saxon, highly omamented with three 
columns on each side of the door. The amateurs of antiquities 
are indebted to Mr. Selby, of Swansfield, for this great improve- 
.ment. 

October 9.— A Roman gold coin of the emperor Galba, about 
1400 years old, with a fine head quite perfect, was found in a field 
near Chester-le-street, by a young woman gathering potatoes ; it 
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weifi^ied about two-thirds of a guinea* It it now in the valuable 
collection of Robert Surtees, eiq., of Munaforth. 

1816 (Oei* lU.^— Witton castle and estate in the county of 
Durham* were sold by auction in the city of Durham, for the sum 
jeT8,000. 

October 18.^ — A riot took place at Sunderland this day, (Friday) 
which is the market-day there. A farmer had been asking 16s. 
a bushel for his wheat, when a fellow standing by him forcibly seiat- 
ed the sack and ran off with it. This daring outrage was the sisnal 
for the whole of the com being seized by the populace, and ia- 
atantly the whole market became the scene of the utmost confusion 
and alarm. The shop-keepers shut in their windows, the magis^ 
tratea appeared and read the riot act, and tlie military were ordered 
to be in readiness, but fortunately their services were not required. 
'By the active exertions of about 60 special constables, the com was 
nearly all recovered and tranquility restored. 

November 22. — A tremendous m'e broke out in the premises oc- 
cupied by Mr. James Hewet, ship-chandler, in the Low-street of 
North Shields, which were totally consumed, and the adjoining 
premises considerably injured. 

November 29. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mrs. Elizabeth Bro- 
derick, aged 104 years. 

December 13. — The grand duke Nicholas, of Russia, and his suite 
arrived at Sunderland ; and the morning foUowing, attended by the 
Rev. Dr. Gray, minutely inspected the pier, the iron bridge, the 
coal staith of Messrs. Nesham and Co., and afterwards took refresh- 
ment at Bishopwearmouth rectory-house. They then set out for 
Newcastle, when almost immediately afler their arrival, his impe- 
rial highness proceeded to the Royal Jubilee School, where he was 
met by the Rev. William Turner, one of the secretaries. Though 
Saturday is not a regular school-day, yet at the request of Dr. 
Hamel, who had arrived the day before, Mr. Drury, the master of 
the School, had assembled all the boys, to the number of nearly 
500. This being the first Lancastrian school which his highness had 
seen, he appeared, even on his entrance to be powerfully interest- 
ed, and afterwards attentively examined all their performances. 
Before leaving the school, he inscribed with his own hand in the 
visitors' book, his name in the Russ character, to remain as a testi- 
monial of his visit. From the school the prince proceeded to Walls- 
end colliery, where Mr. Buddie explained the whole process of 
▼enttlating and working the mines and the shipping of coal. Mr. 
Bewick had afterwards the honour of laying before the grand duke 
specimens of his skill in the art of engraving upon wood, which were 
closely examined, and much approved of by his highness On Sun- 
day morning, the right worshipful the mayor, Sir Thomas Burdon, 
knt., paid his respects to his imperial highness, to tender him the 
honours and hospitality of Newcastle. His highness regretted that 
want of time did not allow him to accept the invitation, and indeed 
he almost immediately set off for Alnwick castle, and thence to 
Berwick, where he passed the night. His suite consisted of the 
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following persons :—6aroo Nicholaj, Sir William Congrere, 
Koutousof, Dr. ChrichUmy General Saurassoff, M* Kliaker, M. 
Martelly and M. Parosky. 

1816.-^This year the freedom of Berwick was voted to Admiral 
Lord Exmouthy and to Admiral Sir David Milne, for highly dist»- 
guished and meritorious services at Algiers. His lerdship replied 
by a letter of thanks, stating that tlus was the first compliaent 
that he had received since his arrival in En^and from Algiers. 

1817 (JoH. ls;.^Died, at Shincliff, near Durham, Mr« John 
Lamb, farmer, aged 100 years. It was theanniversary of his birtli day. 

January 90^— -Eighteen waggons belonging to the artillery 
arrived in Newcastle on their way to Sootland, mider a military 
escort. They were laden with the new stiver coin to the aoaomity 
m weight, of twenty-four tons. 

Fwruary 12. — The valuable and extensive wooUen-manufaetiny 
of Messrs. Edward and Joseph Pease, of Darlington, was consumed 
by fire. 

FAraary 13.*-The new silver coin was delivered from the Miot 
Office, in the Close, to the public in Newcastle, in exchange for 
the old standard coin of the realm, however defaced or reduced in 
weight by use. 

This month, there were found in the ancient manor of Ulchester, 
Northumberland, nearly 1000 silver coins, which appeared to be 
pennies of the reigns of Stephen and Henry II. 

MardL — Died, in the poor house of St. Nicholas', Durham, Wil- 
liam Williamson, aged 100 years. 

Aprils. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Isabella Thompson, 
widow, aged lOO years. 

April 14. — Martha Wilson was found suspended from a nail in 
the wall of her apartment in the Trinity-house, Newcastle. After 
a careful examination of witnesses before the coroner and jury, a 
verdict of Jelo de se was found, and in consequence her body was 
interred in the public highway a little east of the toll-gate, and in 
front of the buildings which have since been named Ridley Villas. 

April 20. — Died, in the house of correction at Durham, where 
he had been kept nearly 46 years, a man usually called Diekyy a 
lunatic, whose real name could never be made out, but which was 
supposed to have been Richard Williamson. This extraordinary 
roan was first discovered in 1771, in a complete state of nudity, in 
an out-building, in the fields near Newton-hall, then the seat of 
Thomas Liddell, esq., who allowed him 1^. a-week towards his 
maintenance, and which was continued by his successors, and, with 
the allowance from the county, and the kind attention of the go- 
vernors of the house, rendered his life comfortable. It was gene- 
rally conjectured, that he had been a lunatic confined in some 
receptacle, whence he had escaped. He was never able either to 
tell his name, or give the smallest account of himself, nor could 
any discovery ever be made where he came from, or to whom he 
belonged, though, from his dialect, he seemed to have come from 
the south. He was perfectly harmless, and appeared to have had 
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a good educadoiiy firom his being aUe to repeat man^ parts of the 
flervice of the church, particularly the morning aenrice, whidi he 
frequently did with great propriety. He was supposed, at die time 
of his death, to be f£out 80 years of age. 

1817 ^4prtf 20^^— Died, at Flessey, Morthumberland, Margaret 
Stafford, aged 106 years. 

Jnril 28. — ^Died, at the Westgate, Newcastle, Mrs. Ann Tindal, 
aged 100 years. 

J^ml 29^ — The marriage of Earl Pemr, at Northumberland- 
house, Strand, London, to Lady Charlotte Florentia Clive, youngest 
daughter of the Earl of Powis, was celebrated at Alnwick, by die 
ringmg of bells, the firing of guns, and an ox roasted in the Mar- 
ket-place ; it was cut up by Mr. George Lind«iy, butcher, on a 
scaibld erected for die purpose, and distributed amongst the popu- 
kice, together with a proporUonate quantity of bread and ale. The 
whole was conducted with the greatest harmony. 

Jpril 29^ — The foundation stone of a new Independent Meet* 
ing-house was laid with much ceremony, in Villiers-street, Sunder- 
hnd, by the Rev. Mr. Parsons, of Leeds. 

This month, died at Hexham, Mr. John Bewick, aged 101 vears. 

Mt^ 18.< — ^Died, at South SOiields, Mrs. Margaret CundeU, wi« 
dow, aged 100 years. 

This month, died at Rig Bnd| near Falstone, Mrs. Heron, widow» 
aged 104 years. 

JfMs 1«— Died, at St. Antfaon/s, near Newcasde, Sarah Forster, 
aged 109 years. 

Jume S..~Died, at the High Felling, near Gateshead, John Mac- 
lay, aged 101 ^ears. 

•/tms 8. — ^Died, at Hexham, Elisabedi Cams, aged 102 years. 

Jtme 12^— Died, in the gaol of New^te, Newcasde, wnere he 
bad be^i confined several years, Mr. William Richardson, formeriy 
an eminent corn-merchant in that town. Mr. R. possessed consi- 
derable tdents, and various were his satiric effusions, the diief of 
which is ** The Newctude Ajttomey9^ which was privately circu- 
lated, and of course has become exceedingly scarce. His widow 
placed a very skigular epUeg^h over his remains, in Hewordi cha^ 
peWard, which has since been much mutilated. 

JwM 23.~-The corporation of Newcasde commenced building 
twenty additional rooms to the Peace and Unity Hospital, at the 
Westgate, for aged freemen and their widows. 

Jwu 26.^Died, at Birdey, Durham, Ralph Gofton, in the 102d 
jear of his age. 

Jwu 80««-About eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the carburets 
ted hydrogen sas in the Row Pit, at Harraton Colliery, on the 
river Wear, unfortunately ignited, when thirty-eight men and boys 
lost their lives. It was one of the most violent explosions which 
had happened for years ; corves, trams, and several utensils used 
at the bottom of the shaft (82 fiithoms in depth) being blown into 
the air, together with the bodies of two of tJie unfortunate work- 
meoy one with the head off, and the other cut in two in the middle. 

VOL. II. p 
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All the sufierers, except one from Fatfield, belonged to New 
Painsher, and were buried there on Wednesday, July 2d. Amongst 
them were ten belonging to one family, of the name of Hills, viz. 
the grandfather, his two sons, and seven grandsons. This dreadful 
accident was caused entirely by the perverse obstinacy of a young 
man, named John Moody, one of the hewers, who, in defiance of 
the orders of the overman, refused to use Sir H. Davy's lamp, and 
lighted a candle, which was twice put out by the workmen whom 
he was to relieve, but he re-lighted it by unscrewing the lamp, and 
thus sacrificed his own life, and the lives of his companions. But 
the painful narrative does not close here: on Wednesday after- 
noon, some of the workmen went into the Nova Scotia Pit, of the 
same colliery, to repair some part of the pit which had been in- 
jured by the explosion of the Row Pit, and not returning in time, 
another party of the men went down to seek them, but were 
obliged to return without effecting their object, being unable to 
proceed on account of the great quantity of choke damp which 
had entered the workings, supposed from the Row Pit subsequent 
to the explosion. The eight workmen who had first gone down 
were obliged, therefore, to be left to their fate. Tlieir bodies were 
got out on the following day, six of whom were quite dead ; two 
were still alive, with little hopes of recoveiy. This is the explosion 
alluded to by Mr. Buddie, at page 49, foUo, and page 10, octavo 
editions of the " JUpori of the Evidence taken in 1829 on the State 
of ihe Coal Trade of the United Kingdoms" The octavo edition 
was published by John Sykes. 

1817 (June). — This month, the foundation stone of a Roman Ca- 
tholic chapel was laid in Bedford-street, North Shields, adjoining the 
turnpike road from Tynemouth to Newcastle* June 14th, 1821, this 
elegant Gothic edifice was opened with great solemnity by the Right 
Rev. Thomas Smith, bishop of Bolina, and vicar apostolic of the 
northern district, assisted by a number of Catholic cler^men. An 
excellent sermon was preached by the Rev. Thomas Gillow, to a 
crowded audience, who had been admitted by ticket, exhibiting a 
cross and the rising sun. Mr. Gillow who still presides over ^is 
chapel, is a highly respected clergyman. — See Aug. 22d. 1850. 

julg 4. — A blast took place on board the Fly, Brown, c^ Ely, 
which hadjust been laden with coals at Mr. Brandling's staitb, on 
the river Tyne. The hatches were fastened down about eight 
o'clock at ni^ht, and about half-iMtst eleven, the master havmg 
been writing in his cabin, the infiammable gas from the coal hav- 
ing found its way from the hold, ignited at his candle as he was 
going to bed, and exploded. The master was seriously scorched ; 
his bed curtains were set on fire ; the hatches were Durst opeiH 
and a boat which was upon them thrown off. Two [danks on the 
deck were blown up. llie other men on board were in bed and 
received no hurt, except the mate who was thrown out of bed, and 
his toes a little burnt, and his whiskers singed off. The cat also 
lost her whiskers, and was much singed. These accidents are occa- 
sioned by inunediately fastenmg down the hatches upon a cargo of 
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fresh coilfly which eaiit the gas for some time after they are raited 
from the mine* 

1817 (Jufy 10 J. — ^Diedy at Northumberland Housey London, the 
roost Doole Hugh Percy, duke of Northumberland, unrivalled for 
goodness of heart, friendship, munificence, and princely protection. 
For 53 years he adorned the military nrofession both at home and 
abroad ; and as a statesman, temperea the love of his sovereign 
with the love of the just rights of the people. He was the father of 
his tenantry, who gratefully perpetuated his memogr by a stately 
column. During the late war, the Percy Tenantry volunteer ar- 
tillery, cavali^, and riflemen, were clothedi paid, and in ever^r re- 
elect maintained in armsy at the sole expense of this patriotic 
nobleman. His grace's titles and offices were, .Hugh Percy, duke 
of Northumberland, Earl Percy, Baron Warkworth, of Warkworth 
Csstle, Baron Percy, Lucy, Poynings, Fitzpayne, Bryan, and Lati* 
mer, a bvonet, a general in the army, knight of the garter, lord 
lieutenant and vice-admiral of Northumberlsuad and Newcastle upon 
Tyne, and constable of Launceston Castle, F. R. S. and F. S. A. 
His grace was in the 75th year of his age. The following month, 
on account of his grace's death, eleven elegant banners, coat of 
mail, sword and shield, Scc^ were placed in Alnwick church. 

Juljf 14b-«-Died, near Wolviston, Durham, Mrs. Mary Stephen- 
son, widow, aged 104 years. Her mother died at the age of 108 ; 
a sister at 107, another sister at 105, and a brother at the age of 
97 years. 

Jufy 18i<-— Died, in St. Andrew's poor-house, Newcastle, Anne 
Moulter, aged 102 years. 

Jufy 19. — ^Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Thomas Morrison, aged 
102 years. 

Jufy 25^— Died, at Hartley, in her 106th ^ear, Mrs. Margaret 
Lovery, who emoyed excellent health till within a few hours of 
W death, with mculties unimpaired. About twenty years before, 
the was nearly blind, but she recovered her eye-sight, which re- 
nuuned strong and clear to the last. 

Augutt 14r— Died, at Darlington, Isabella Bumsides, aged 104 
years. 

SMember 25^— An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by 
which unfortunate event six men lost their lives. 

October 1 1„ — The committee of the coal trade of the rivers Tyne 
and Wear, and the several subscribers to the superb service of 
|)Iate, which had been for some time preparing as a tribute of gra- 
^tude to Sir Humphry Davy, for his invaluable discovery of the 
ttfehr lamp, with several of their friends, assembled at the Queen's 
Head inn, to partake of a dinner given to that distinguished philo- 
sopher on the presentation of Uie phite. John George Lambton, 
^1 M.P^ for the county of Durham, was called to the chair. 
About saty gentlemen sat down to dinner, which was of the most 
ittroptuous kind. The meeting broke up aJ^out eleven o'clock. May 
^th, 1829, Sir Humphry I&vy died at Geneva, where he had 
^ved the day before, of an attack of apoplexy. 
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1817^001. 15>f^^An faninense whale wai found At tea, by the 
fishermen belonging to North Sunderland, when, after great exer- 
tion, they Buoceeded in towing it aahore, at North Sunderland 
pier, where it lay eome time for the inspection of the curious. 

NweuAer 3— -An explosion took place in Ooston colliery, near 
Chester-le-«treet, by which a man named John TrnnbuQ bst hia 
life, and three oUiers were severely burnt. 

November &— On the receipt of the intelligence in Newcaalle, 
of the death of the IVincess Charlotte, the great bell of St. Nicholas, 
and the bells of all the other churches tolled heavily fbr an houTy 
and the flag of the castle was displayed half staff high ; nianr of 
the ships in the harbour made a similar moomftd diq)iay. At iW^ 
ham, tne bells of St. Nicholas' church rung a mourning peal, and 
die great bell of the cathedral was also udled for a considerable 
time. At North and South Shields the bells of the cliurchea rung 
mi^ed peals, and the ships diq>layed their mourning. The ftigs 
on Clifford's-fort and lynemouth castle, were also hoisted in moom- 
ing. November 19th being the day when the mortal remains of this 
most beloved princess were to be consigned to the cold and nlent 
tomb^ it was observed in Newcastle with every mark of soienmity 
and sorrow. At son rise, on the signal of a gun from tlie castle, a 
muffled peal was slowly rung on the bells of St. Nicholas, and Uie 
other churches, and the flags of the castle and the ships in the 
harbour were hoisted half mast high. All the shops were dosed, 
and business of every kind suspended. Divine service was per- 
fivrmed at the sevend churches m the morning, and was mostnu- 
merously attended. The mayor and corporation passed in slow 
procession to St. Nicholas' church, where also the several lodges 
of free masons in that town and Gateshead assembled, properly 
attired in black, with hatbands and white gloves, to join m the 
mournful service of the day ; the church was exceedingly crowded. 
The pulpit, reading desks, &c., were all hung with black doth* 
After service, the church bells tolled heavily for a considerable 
time, and at sun set, another mournful peal dosed the sad observ* 
ance of the day. At Gateshead churcl^ there was also senrioe in 
the evening, when an affecting sermon was preadied by the Rer. 
Christopher Benson, of Newcastle. This mournful event was dmi- 
larlv d)served at all the other towns. She died Nov« 6th, 1817. 

AbosmAer «— Died, at Matfeti, in Northumberland, John Arm- 
strong, gune keeper to Sir Edward Bkdcett, hurt, in his lOlst 
year. He retained dl his flKulties to the last. 

Dmembtr 8«— The awful sentence of the law was carried inlo 
execution against Charles Smith, fbr the wilful murder of Charles 
Stuart. About ten o'clock the procession moved from the gaol to 
the gdlows, which was erected on the town*moor, Newca^e, a 
little north of the barracks, on the opposite side of the road. 
When arrived at the gallows, he, in a finn and impressive manner, 
addressed the spectators at some length, denying his having shed 
the blood of Stuart, and stating that he forgave dl who had ap- 
peared against him. After joining in prayer widi the Soman 
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dergyman (Rev* Mr. Womrick), he wai kunched into 
etemitjr. Hb body waa afterwards taken to the Surgeons' JEUl 
for dissection. He had been respited from the 18th Ai^^ust 

1817Y^Z^ 14^.~I>ied, at Hexham, Mrs. Margaret Davison, 
aged 102 years. 

/leMm&sr 18. — ^An explosion of inflammaUe air took place in the 
Ffaun Fit at Ratnton colliery, when twenty-seven persons (eleven 
neii and sixteen boys) lost their lives ; the accident took place a 
diort time before all the workmen had descended to dieir work ; 
had it occorred a little time later, there would have been upwards 
of 160 men and boys in the pit, most of whom, it is probable would 
lisve perished* 

This year, Mr. Orey, of Millfield Hill, found near the traoes of 
an ancient encampment, a short distance from Flodden Hill, a tumu- 
lus, which, on removing, exhibited a very singular sepulchre. In 
the centre a large urn was found, but in a thousand pieces. It had 
eitfier been broLen to pieces by the stones fidUnjE upon it when 
digging, or had gone to pieces on the admission of the air. Hiis 
urn was surrounded by a number of cells formed of flat stones in 
the thwe of graves, but too small to hold the body in its natural 
state. These sepulchral recesses contained nothing except ashes, 
or dust of the same kind as that in the urn. 

This y&ari Gilesgate moor, Durham (270 acres]) was divided. 
The marqm's and marchioness of Londonderry, Iwd one sixteenth 
allotted as lord and lady of the manor, and reserved the mines. 

This year, died at Rushyford, Durham, Mrs. Mary Young, aged 
101 years. 

1818 fJim. lOJ^^A savings' bank was opened at Newcastle, and 
tq»wards of £300 paid in by between 60 and 70 depositors. 

In the evening of the same day, a partial lighting of the gas 

dits took place in such of the wops in Newcastle as had com- 
ieted their arrangements. The lamps in Mosley-street were not 
^ted till the ISth (Tuesday eveninff), when a great crowd wit* 
neased their first lighting up, and a loud cheer was given by the 
boys, as the flame was applied to each burner. 

Jamunry 12.— ^A numerous and most respectable partv of gentle*- 
men dined together at the Assembly Rooms, in NewcasUe, (Charles 
John Brendlinff, esq., of Gosforth, m the chair), on the occasion of 
presenting a piece of plate (a tankard of large dimensions) to Mr. 
Geoige Stephenson, tor the service rendered to science and hu- 
manity by the invention of his safety lamp. This, added to a 
finrmer donation of the coal trade at large, amounted to nearly 
£1,000. 

FAfwtry 8.-^Died, in the workhouse at Bishop Auckland, Han- 
nah Robinson, aged lOS years. 

FArwKfy 12. — ^Died, at Haggerston^ in Northumberland, 
Thomas Ewart, aged 101 years. 

FAvumy 14.— Died, at Sunderland, Mrs. Mary Usher, aged 
lOlyears. 

PAnuttry 15.^The chqpel of St. Andrew's, at North Shields, 
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was first opened for service, by the Rev. John Wilson, A. M^ after 
the solemn Presbyterian form of Scotland. The foundation stone 
of this chapel was laid in June 1817. 

1818. (Ffh. 18;^— Died, at North Shields, Jane Macdonald, 
aged 101 years. 

FAruary 21.— Died, in Sunderhmd Old Road, in the dumelry 
of Heworth, at three oclock on the morning, Hannah, aged 100 
years, wife of James Bell, and at nine the same morning, James 
loell, her husband, aged 103 years. He had been indisposed for 
some time ; and a few days previous to his dissolution, his wife 
observed to him, that he would not live long, but that she would 
go Defore him, which she did as above stated ; without anypre- 
vious illness she complained of being sick, and expired. Ineir 
youngest daughter, aged 68| attended them during their last mo- 
ments. 

March 10« — ^When the workmen were digging the foundation of 
a circular addition to the north side of the church at Bedlington, the v 
discovered three monumental stones, on which were cut out a swora» 
the cross of which was decorated with ribbons, and human figures. 
On one stone was inscribed, << Ora pro nobuJ' The bones of a human 
being were also found dose to the buttress of the steeple. They 
were supposed to be the remains of Cuthbert Watson, a noted 
somnambulist. On February 14th, 1669, he rose in his sleep, and, 
wandering to the church, climbed up the buttress on the north side 
of the steeple. A person passing at the time, being alarmed for 
his safety, called to poor Watson, who awoke, fell, and was killed 
on the spot. This' story is verified by tradition, the parish reris- 
t^, and tne date cut upon the buttress, called ** WaittnCs Wcie^ 

March 24. — Died, in the Keelmen*s hospital, Newcastle, Ami 
Hamilton, aged 100 years. 

Same day, a large floating dock, belonging to Mr. Farrington^ 
ship-builder, was launched firom his yard at Sandgate Shore, Nenr- 
castle, in the presence of many hundreds of spectators. 

March 27. — A grand masonic procession took place firom Mr. 
Smith's the Anchor inn, at Wooler, which was met by a deputa* 
tion of the trustees, elders, and others of the conffregation of Fro* 
testant Dissenters of the West chapel, the Rev. Mr. Mitchell, mi- 
nister, and proceeded to the site fixed upon for a new meeting- 
house, where the foundation stone was laid by Mr. Richard Jobson. 
Under the stone were deposited in a sealed bottle, various coins of 
George III., and a roll of parchment containing a list of the pre- 
siding officers of the society and the lodges, after which, an appro- 
priate oration was delivered by brother Joseph Armstrong. 

In the ^ring of this year a part of the south wall of Barnard 
castle fell. It battered in the roof of a house, and a man at work 
in a saw pit below was providentially preserved by a tree falling 
across it. 

April 15« — ^At the anniversary meeting of the Royal Humane 
Society, holden at the London tavern, his royal highness the 
duke of Sussex, president of the societyi delivered the honorary 
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medallion to John Dayison, esq., of Bishopwearmouthy for his in- 
vention of the improved Sunderland life-lxNit. His royal highness 
in addressing Mr. Davison, observed the society had been highly 
pleased with the life-boat, the principle of which his royal highness 
explained to the numerous party assembled. He also stat^ that 
the society were much gratified by Mr. D's being present to re- 
ceive the medal in person, and he further observed as one of the 
royal family, they were deeply interested in every invention that 
tended to preserve the lives of his majesty's subjects, and condes* 
cendingly added, in presenting the medal to Mr. Davision, that he 
had well deserved it. 

1818 (May 2 J. — A fire broke out in the Hartford, London 
trader, Uaptain James Otway, belonging to Mr. Robson, wharfin- 
ger, of Newcastle. She was lying near the cinder kilns, on the 
south side of the Tyne; and about one o'clock on the morning, the 
alarm of fire was giv^ by the mate and his wife, who, with a boy, 
were the only persons on board. Two engines from neighbourmg 
glass-houses were not long in arriving at the place, and about four 
o'clock, one of the engines from the Newcastle fire office, proceed- 
ed down the river in a wherry. Every exertion was made to pre- 
vent the progress of the fire. The vessel was scuttled, but being 
in shallow water, she of course sunk very littTe. At one time the 
flames issued through the sky light,' set fire to the trysail, and 
would certainly have destroyed all the rising, had not a man in- 
stantly cut away the lanyards on one side of the vessel, which 
caused the mainmast to fall overboard. Notwithstanding these 
efforts* the fire continued to rage in the cabin, (where it originated) 
and the after part of the hold till six o'clock, and consequently did 
considerable damage to the vessel, as well as destroying every 
thing on board belonging to the captain and the crew ; fortunately 
no goods were on board. A new cable was found lying coilea* 
apparently as perfect as when first laid into the vessel, but upon 
bemg touched, fell into dust. William Lamb, who was employed 
at the Tyne Glass-house, unfortunately fell down the hatchway ; it 
was not long before he was broc^ht up with a hook, but life had 
fled ; he left a widow and five cmldren, for whom a subscription 
was set on foot. 

May 11. — Died, in Northumberland Square, North Shields, Mr. 
Robert Wilkmson, librarian to the Public Subscription Library. 
Howard-street, aged 48 years. He was well skilled in the mathe- 
matics, as many of his productions in the Diaries and other publi- 
cations, will testify. His calculations, often made without putting 
pen to paper, were very astonishing. He was also a poet of no 
mean celebrity. In short, in him were combined some of the 
rarest qualities of the human mmd. Mr. Wilkinson was a native 
«f Northumberland. 

May 30.— Died, at his house in Welbeck-street, Cavendish- 
square, London,.in the 54th year of his age, WiUiam Burden, esf • 
of Hartford-house, in Northumberland, a ^ntleman of great h- 
teiary attainments. Mr. Burdon was a native of Newcastle, and 
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educated at the Free Orammar-school there^ from whence he was 
lent to Emanuel college, Cambridgei where he obtained a fellow- 
8btp« Mr. Burdon was designed for the church, but on reading 
the earlj historjr of Christiamty, he came to the conclusion of not 
entering into priest's orders, and he resigned his fellowship in 1796. 
After his retirement from the university, a number of curious and 
valuable works proceeded fW>m his fertile pen. His publications 
were— << n^te ZeUers addruud to Ms BUhop ofLUxndaff. Cam^ 
hridgt^ 1795," ** Life and Character of BfumaparUi*^ *^lkxamma* 
Hon cfihe PvrntUs ofLUeraiure;' " Materials for Thinking^' 2 voig. 
8vo,y << Letters on the Affairs of Spaing* << Thoughts on PoHOeSj 
Morality 9 and Literature^" << A Vindication rfPope and GraUan^ 
*< Treatise on Ae Privileges of the House of Ommons^^ and several 
miscellaneous essays and papers in the periodical publications of 
the day* For some years, a small swelling had afiected his thigh ; 
this increasbg, and occasioning an intense and unremitting pain, 
he removed to London in 1817, for the purpose of an operation ; 
the consequence was, that the thigh was amputated dose to the 
trunk of the body. In two months he was able to take an airing 
in his carriage, afthouffh he was never free firom pain. About the 
middle of IVfoy he gradually relapsed, and found great difficulty in 
breathing, attended with spasms, and expired as above stated. 

1818 (JuMs 2^.— The Society of Arts presented the silver medal 
and ten guineas to Mr. John Common, of Denwick, near Alnwick, 
for his invention of a double-drill turnip sower. He was also pre- 
sented with thirty guineas fW>m the Highland Society for this in- 
vention. The following curious account of this im-Common family 
may be interesting :-^Mr. Common's family have been remarkable 
for stature, strength, longevity, and cleverness. His great-grand- 
&ther, Thomas, lived unul he was above 110 years of age. Some 
time before his death, which happened at Dunsheugh, he got a new 
set of teeth. He lefl seven sons : one of them, named Andrew, 
measured 27 inches across the shoulders ; and ftequently went to 
Alnwick market from Thrunton, with a stick over his shoulder, to 
which a boll of peas was suspended. Robert, another son, seised 
two men who were assaulting his master at Warkworth Bams, and, 
carrying one of them under each arm, ran and threw them both 
into the Coquet. Being present when a party of men were trying 
their strength by throwing an axe towards a house at High Bus- 
ton, he joined in the sport ; but instead of throwing it tomerde the 
house, he threw it over it. There was another son, named Matthew, 
possessed of uncommon strength. At one time he leaped forwaids 
and backwards over a yoke of oxen in Alnwick streets. Thomas, 
the youngest, Mr. Common's ffrandfltther, was the least, yet he 
weighed fourteen stones. He had two sons, Thomas, and Kobert 
Mr. Common's father. They were both ingenious mechanics and 
noted pugilists. Thomas exceUed in the erection of windmills and 
steam-engines ; and Robert, in making winnowing machines on an 
econondoBl plan. He made some improvements in the construc- 
tion of ploughs, and invented the bonnet maker's mangle. He also 
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performed well on the bagpipes and violin, both of which instru- 
ments he made himself. When a boy, he was severely corrected 
by his father, for standing upon his head on the steeple of Shil- 
bottle church. His eldest son, Thomas, is now an eminent miU- 
wright at Quebec. William, another son, carries on the same 
bttsmess in Buston, his native place. He possesses a portion of 
the nerve and agility of his forefathers, as he can leap through a 
hoop, two feet in diameter, while a tall man holds it above his head. 
His brother, Mr. John Common, (from whom these particulars were 
obtained,) when a youth, stood upon his head on the highest tower 
of Warkworth castle. He performed the same feat on the edge of 
the grate of Brislee tower, and on the stern-piece of a boat while 
agitated on the water. He has also laid his hands on a board the 
height of his chin, sprung up, and rested upon his head. He has 
likewise walked upon his elbows on level ground, and upon his 
hands on the battlement of Warkworth bridge, and the highest 
part of Eshott-hall ! About the time that King James I. mounted 
the English throne, one of this wonderful family farmed the Free- 
stone Bam, near Whittingham, and tradition records how boldly 
he fought with a party of moss-troopers who had stolen his cattle. 
John, the brother of Mr. Common's great-grandfather before men- 
tioned, lived until he was 115 years old ; and Peter, another bro- 
ther, until he exceeded his ld2d year. He died at Rugly, about 
ninety years ago. This patriarch was casting flags on Hazon Moor, 
when a Mr. Lisle rode up, and demanded to know by whose au- 
thority he worked there ? **l have cast flags here by times," said 
Peter, ** above a Imndred years, and no man ever asked me the 
question before." << Cast on while you live," replied the gentle- 
man, throwing him half-a-crown ; *< I will never forbid you." — 
John, while serving at Titlington, was seized by a party of soldiers, 
whom his master, in a joke, had sent to take him ; but he defended 
himself so resolutely with the spade, that the poor fellows were 
glad to effect Uieir escape* His eye-sight remained unimpaired to 
the last ; so that a few days before he died, while lying in bed, he 
ooold read a printed paper that was pasted up at some distance 
upon the wall of his room. He was buried at Warkworth. 

1818 ^Juli/ IS J. — A tremendous fall of rain, called by the country 
people a water-spout, fell upon Davyshield Common, and caused 
the rivulet which passes Otterbum to overflow its banks, carrying 
away potatoes, turnips, com, &c. The rise was so rapid that most 
of the inhabitants of the village of Otterburn were compelled to 
quit their houses for safety : the women and children were carried 
off upon the men's shoulders. In a few minutes all was confusion 
and desolation. Scarcely an inhabitant of the village west of the 
bridge, but was a sufferer more or less. The scene was truly aw- 
ful— ^wine, hay, dunghills covered with poultry, and various uten- 
sib of husbandry, all driven off by the flood. 

Jufy 88« — A new burial-ground which had been added to the 
church-yard at Sunderland, was consecrated by the lord bishop of 
Oxford 
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1818 (Juiy 28 J. — Died, at the pm-manufiu^toiyy Durham, Mis. 
Catherine Richardby, aged 102 yean. 

Jufy SO. — The additional cemetery adjoining St. Andrew's 
churdi-yard, in Newcastle, was consecrated by the lord bishop of 
Oxford, amidst an immense concourse of spectators. 

Jul^ 31..^Hi8 imperial highness the grand duke Michael, bro- 
ther to the emperor of Russia, accompanied by his suite, arrived 
at the Bridge inn, Sunderhmd. They were soon after waited upon 
by the Rev. Dr. Gray, whom they accompanied to the rectory, 
where they took refreshment. They afterwards inspected the iron 
bridge, patent ropery, barracks, exchange, &c^ and took an excur- 
sion up the river Wear in a boat. During the time of the grand 
duke's visit at Sunderland, a guard of honour was placed at his 
door. Next morning, his imperial highness and suite left Sund^- 
land for Newcastle. They soon after paid a visit to the Royal 
Jubilee school, where they were received by the committee and 
the master, — the boys, who had broken up for the harvest holidays 
the day before, having been expressly assembled. After staying 
here a short while, the party paid a visit to the low glass-houses and 
Heaton colliery. Next morning they left Newcastle for AlnwicJc 
castle, where they were engaged to dine with the duke of North- 
umberland. On their arrival, his highness was received on the 
steps of the principal entrance by their graces the duke and duchess 
of Northumberland, and immediately upon his alighting, the band 
struck up << Gfod save the King" and a salute of 21 guns was fired. 

This month, a lar^ painting (seventeen by seven feet), by Tio- 
toretto, of our Saviour washmg the apostles' feet, presented to 
St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, by Sir M. W. Ridley, bart, was 
placed at his expense above the Altar-table, the church having 
undergone a thorough repair and cleaning. 

August \4 — llie lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a piece of 
ground which was added to the cemetery of Berwick chuitdi. 

August 4. — The mayor and corporation of Newcasde, attended 
by the proper officers, waited upon the duke of Northumberland 
(whilst on a visit to Newcastle), and presented to him the freedom 
of that town, which they had previously voted to him. After the 
presentation of the freedom, the bells of St. Nicholas' church 
struck up a merry peal, and a salute was fired from the guns on 
the castle. 

August 5. — An explosion of inflammable air took place in Wall's 
End colliery, by which four men lost their lives. Tnis is the only 
explosion tiiat has been known to have happened at the Davy 
lamp. It occurred as follows : — Two men ana two boys were woric* 
ing in an explosive mixture. One of the men extinguished his 
Ikmy in trimming it, and sent one of the boys to the << stationary" 
light, in a safe part of the mine, to get it re-lighted. The boy 
returning with it in haste, fell when near to the man to whom he 
was carrying it, and falling with the lamp upon the comer of a 
cast*iron tram-plate, burst a hole in the wire gauze cylinder of the 
lamp, and the explosion instantly took place. The man surmed 
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a few faouTB, aad told Mr. Buddie the circumstance, who took ly 
the Davy on the spot where the boy was killed, and found it in 
the state described. 



181B fAufftut 8, 9, 10;<— The lord biibop of Oxford, as the re- 
preseDtstive of the late venerable prelate (Barrington) of the dio- 
ces^ consecrated the three new cburcbeB and cemeteries for the 
new parishes of Thome3rbum, Greystead, and Wark, which had 
been erected within the extensive pariah and rectoiy of Simon- 
buTD, in Northumberland, which became, on the death of the Rev. 
Dr. Scott,* the fbnner incumbent, separated into six distinct rec- 
t(»ies and parishes, viz. — Simonbum, Wark, Bellingham, Thomey-> 
bum, Falstone, and Greystead. On the 11th, iua lordship also 
consecrated the new chapel and cemetery at Humahaugh, aa a 
chapel of ease and additimial cemeterv to the pariah of Simonbum. 
The above new churches and chapel were built by the commis- 
lionera and governors of Greenwich hospital, who are the patrons 
of Simonbum, and of the several above new rectories and parishes. 
After the conclusion of the coDsecratioQ of Thorneybum church 
and cemetery, hia lordship proceeded to Falstone, where he conse- 
crated the ground for the additional cemetery to Falstone church- 
yard. 

Atiffttt. — M. Cottu, the French judge who tried Sir Ridtert 
Wilson, and Messrs. Bruce and Hutchinson, for aiding the escwie 
of Lavalette, attended on the northern circuit, being sent by tne 
French soverament to observe and report the Britiah mode of adr 
nioistenng justice, particularly as regarded the rules of evidence 
and reception of proofs. The French judge appeared to be very 
attentive to the proceedings. 

Sq>tember 24r— About four o'clock in the aftemoon, an alarm- 
ing fire broke out in Hexham Abbey, the seat of T. W. Beaumont^ 
m]., M. P. for Northumberland. The building was in the form of 
■ ArDeoember 10th, 1814, psgeBS. 
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a* quadrangle, the whole of the south and west sides of which, and 
part also of the north side, were entirely consumed. About seven 
o'clock, the roofs fell in with a tremendous crash. About eight 
o'clock, an express arrived in Newcastle, requesting the assistance 
of the engines belonging to the Newcastle Fire-office, which were 
consequently dispatched with the greatest expedition* The en* 
gines arrived at Hexham between one and two o'clock, when the 
ruins were still in flames, but a plentiful supply of water being at 
hand, the engines were immediately set to work, and soon suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing them. The damage was said to be about 
£10,000. There was little wind at the time, and it fortunately was 
from the south-east, to which providential circumstance was attri- 
buted the preservation of the venerable church, which is dose ad- 
joining to the east side of the Abbey. 

1818 (Oct. \\). — As Joseph Madelen, a miner, employed in 
South Moor colliery, in the county of Durham, was hewing at a 
solid stratum of coal, about six feet in thickness, and thirteen fa- 
thoms from the surface of the earth, he found a frog enclosed in 
the solid mass, which, immediately on being liberated, began to 
exercise the functions of animal life. The recess in the coal n 
which it was found, was exactly fitted to its body, and had appa- 
rently no communication whatever with the surface of the block. 
The animal was exactly the colour of the coal, but on bein^ put 
into a vessel of water, its sooty covering disappeared, and it ap- 
peared speckled like the rest of its species. 

October 30. — The workmen of Collingwood Main colliery, in cut- 
ting through part of the lands at Chirton, near North Shields, for 
a water level, came to the remains of a human body, enclosed in 
flag-stones set upon their edges, about four feet below the surface, 
and covered over by others of a similar description. Only a skuU 
and two or three mutilated bones were found, which, on being ex- 
posed to the air, crumbled into dust ; the bottom of the inclosure 
contained nothing else, except some white sand. 

This month, died at Hatherwick, in Northumberland, Mrs. Potts, 
in the 104th year of her age. 

November 8. — His imperial highness the archduke Maximilian, 
cousin to the emperor of Russia, with his suite, on their tour to 
the north, honoured North Shields and Tynemouth with their pre- 
sence. Accompanied by Nicholas Fairless, esq., and other gentle- 
men, he visited the ancient priory and fortifications of Tynemouth, 
the North Shields Subscription Library, and the various manufac- 
tories, and expressed himself highly gratified, particularly with Mr. 
Flinn's improved harpoon guns, whale lances, and other instruments 
used in the Greenland fishery. The same evening, his imperial 
highness and suite arrived at the Queen's Head inn, Newcastle, and 
on the following day visited several of the collieries on the north 
side of the Tyne, below the bridge, attended by William Clark, esq. 
of Benton, and Captain Morgan. They also examined St. Nicholas 
church, and other objects of curiosity in that town. On the 5th, 
they lefl Newcastle for Alnwick castle, on their way to Scotland. 
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1818 (Nov. 10^, — On the morningi John and Lancelot Toung- 
husbandy brothers, and very respectable fanners at Heckley 6range» 
near Alnwick, the one about 70 years dF age and the other 60, left 
their house between the hours of nine and ten o'clock ; when one 
of them went to give instructions to a boy ploughing in the field* 
the other brother approached, and asked, *' Are you ready V 
Being answered in the affirmative, they left the field together. 
Their long absence irom home created alarm, and servants were 
sent to search for them, when they were discovered within a few 
yards of each other, each having his throat cut, and a razor near 
his body. A watch was also found beside one of them, firom which 
it was inferred that they had resolved to die at the same moment. 
A jury held an inquest, and after several adjournments, returned 
a verdict of Fdo de se. The farming stock and utensils were then 
▼alued, and the bodies were buried at midnight, in cross roads near 
the church. This not being considered a sufficient compliance widi 
the terms of the statute, an order was given by the magistrates to 
the churchwardens, that the sentence of the law should be carried 
strictly into execution. The bodies were accordingly taken. up, 
and buried again, amidst a great concourse of people, in a highway 
near Hinding-lane, not far from the spot where they committed 
the &tal act. 

November 16. — A numerous and respectable meeting of the in- 
habitants of Bishopwearmouth and Sunderland, and their vicim'ties, 
was holden at the Exchange Buildings, Sunderland, (the Rev. Dr. 
Gray in the chair) to consider of the expediency of establishing an 
Infirmary at. Sunderland. January 10th, 18^2, the foundation 
stone was laid by the right honourable Lord Stewart, now marquis 
of .Londonderry. 

November 28. — ^Died, at Bishopwearmouth, in his 45th year, 
George Wilson Meadley, esq. Mr. Mei^lley wrote ^< Memoirs ^ 
Dr. Paky^ 8vo. ; he was also the author of *< Memoirs of Alger^ 
non Sydney^ 8vo., &c. &c. His remains were followed to the 
grave by the president of the Sunderland Librair (of which he 
was one of the founders), and a very large party of the subscribers 
and other gentlemen. 

November,r^J^\edj at Monckton, in the county of Durham, 
£lizabeth Clarke, aged 103 years. 

This month, the entire skeleton of a woman was found in a bog, 
which was draining, on a farm in the parish of Monk Hesledon, 
near Castle Eden. The brain was in a considerable state of pre- 
servation. The skeleton was much bent in the middle, as if thrust 
by force into the bog. No appearance of clothes remained. 

December 2^ — Being the day appomted for the funeral of her late 
xnajesty. Queen Charlotte, the same was observed in Newcastle 
with every mark of mourning and respect. All business was sus- 
pended, the shops being universally shut. The flag of the castle 
was hoisted half staff high, and the flags of all the ships in the river 
were displared half mast high. Slow muffled peals were rung upon 
the bells of the several churches, at different times during the day. 
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and the great bell of St. Nicholas tolled verj slowly from one till 
two o'clock. At sunsety minute guns were fired from the guns on 
the castle for the space of one hour, each gun being followed by a 
solemn toll of the bell of St. Nicholas. The usuial service v^ma 
performed in the churches on the morning. Her majesty died 
November 17th, at Kew Palace, in the 75th jear of her age. 

1819 CJatu 10 J ^Died, at Tbrockley, in Northumberland, Mr. 

Alder Penman, i^ed upwards of 100 years. 

February 7^— Died, in All Saints poor-bouse, in Newcastle^ 
Margaret Purvis, in her 100th year. She was the mother of tiie 
famous Muskian^ William Purvis, better known by the name of 
Blmd WUUe, never having had the use of sight, who is in die same 
poor-house, and who has travelled the streets of Newcastle, time 
out of mind, without a covering upon his head. Several attempts 
have been made, by presenting him with a hat, to induce him to 
• wear one, but after having tuffiared it for a day or two, it is thrown 
aside, and the minsirel again becomes uncovered, preferrii^ the 
exposure of his pate to " the pelting of the pitiless storm. ' A 
bard of the Tyne has declared, uiat should he survive, he will com- 
pose a solemn dirge on the death of Blind Willie, as he considers 
him the mo^t worUiy and harmless of all the Newcastle eccentrics, 
and therefore he ousht to be placed at the head of them. New- 
castle has had anoUier blind minstrel. See January 7lA, 1749, 
«o/. t. page 189. There is an engraved whole length of Blked 
WUlie^ published by John Sykes. 

February 12.r-.Died, at Hawkhill, Northumberland, David Wat- 
son, aged 102 years. 

Fibruary 15.— Died, at Longhorsley, Northumberland, Mrs. 
MuT White, aged 102 years. 

February 28^ — Died, at Lumley, near Chester-le-Street, Elea- 
nor Turner, aged 100 years. 

Jforoft 22.— Jonathan Raine, esq., arrived in the city of Durhann 
and opened his commission for holding a general gaol delivery ia 
tiie four northern counties. March 27th, he arrived in Newcastle, 
and opened his commission in the town and county courts. These 
were the first spring assizes held north of York. 

April 12. — ^George Atcheson, aged 67, was executed in front 
of the new County Courts at Durham, for a rape on the body 
of Isabella Ramshaw, a child under ten years of age. From the 
time of his condemnation to the period of his execution, he was 
very penitent, and often expressed a wish that his untimely end 
might be a warning to others, and deter them from the commission 
of such a crime as an ignorant course of life had led him to. 

April 14. — The execution of Joseph Charlton, aged 24 vears» 
iost an unnatural crime, took place at Morpeth. He was conducted 
from the gaol to the place of execution in a chaise, when he ascend- 
ed the platform with great firmness, but very penitent, and after 
spending some minutes in prayer, he was launched into eternity* 
After his body had hung the usuid time, it was cut down and de- 
livered to his friends. On the arrival of the hearse with the body 
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4t BarsdeD, four mfles fW>m Tynemoutihy it was met by near 1,000 
people, and by the time of its arrival at Tynemouth priory, the con- 
course Imd imareased to upwards of 2,000, yet great order was pre- 
Benred. It was half-past eight o'clock at night when the proces- 
sion reached the grave, in which it was deposited, with decent so- 
lemnity, by candle light. 

1819 (April 15. J— An el^ant masked ball and supper took 
place at the Assembly Rooms, in Newcastle. From the preparar 
tions made by the committee, the entertainment was supposed 
never to have been surpassed in any provincial town. The c(ms- 
tumes were superb, and the characters were supported with great 
judgment and spirit. 

AprU 24. — Died, at his house, at Chimney-mills, on the Leazes, 
near Newcastle, Mr. John Mitchell, editor and printer of the Tyne 
Mercury^ aged 47 years. April 27th, his remains were interred at 
the foot of the garden of his residence. The procession was con- 
ducted in the usual manner, and a numerous assemblage of friends 
attended the body to the grave. Before the principal part of the 
funeral service, which was read in a most impressive manner, 
from the reformed liturgy of Dr. Lindsey, by the Rev. William 
Turner, of Hanover Square chapel, that gendeman delivered the 
following explanatory address : — *< Friends and Fellow ChrieHans^ 
— We are here assembled to discharge the last offices to the me- 
mory of our departed friend. If any should enquire into the rea- 
sons why we are called upon to do it in this place, rather than 
according to the customary mode of the country in which we live, 
I am desired by the fiunily to state, that our friend alwa3rs express* 
ed the strongest reluctance to disturb the living with the remains 
of the dead, by crowdmg with them our churches and church- 
yards, and the most populous parts of our towns ; and that he was 
often shocked at the little respect paid to those very remains, when 
he saw them lying promiscuously around the newly-opened graves ; 
and as it appears from several remarkable passages that the scrip- 
tures authorize family burial places, and that particularly in gar- 
dens, he was anxious to imitate this primitive custom ; himself 
made this express preparation for it,* and earnestly charged his 
family to comply with this his last request. However, therefore, we 
may, any of us, r^;ret this departure from ordinary custom, or be 
led to question, in other respects, its prudence or propriety, I 
persuade myself these reasons will sufficiently acquit him of having 
directed it through any disregard to religion, or disrespect to the 
institutions of his country — (I know that he firmly believed the 
religion of Jesus Christ, and thought its dictates, precepts, and pro- 
mises, the most valuable gift of God to man, however imperfectly he 
might himself observe them— and which of us but observes them 
very imperfectly IV— especially when 1 add, that it was his desire that 
his interment might be accompanied by some religious service. 
This it has fallen to my lot to conduct, and I have endeavoured to 

• He had Ranted a spot of ground with laburnums, lilacs, and other treei^ 
in the centre of which he desired his remsins might be deposited. 



120 HISTORICAL RSQISTSB Or [A« D. 1819. 

make it as conformable as 1 consistently could with the form ap- 
pointed by our established church. Agreeably to that form, we 
will now proceed to commit the remains of our friend to the silent 
abode which he has chosen for himself." Mr. Evelyn in his " Sylva" 
has very justly observed, << That there is no place more fit to bury 
our dead in than groves and gardens, where our beds may be 
decked and carpeted with verdant and fragrant flowers, trees, and 
perennial plants, the most natural and instructive hieroglyphics of 
our resurrection and immortality." 

1819 (April 21.) — The foundation stone of a bridge over the 
river Wear, near Lambton-hall, built by J . G. Lambton, esq., 
M. P. (now Lord Durham), was laid on the south side o^ the river. 
It was completed September 2*^^ the same year. The bridge, a 
simple elegant design by Bonomi, consists of a single arch, of 
which the span is 82 feet 6 inches. 

May 25. — Died, at Nesham, near Darlington, Frances Water, 
a pauper, in her lOlst year. 

May 29. — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Elizabeth Grey, aged 
104 years. 

June it. — ^Died, John Bailey, esq., of Chillinghara, Northumber- 
land, aged 68 years. He was the son of Mr. William Bailey, of 
Blades Field, near Bowes, in the county of York. Mr. Bailey 
shewed a taste for drawing very early in life, and was patronized 
and assisted in his pursuits, both in drawing and in mathematical 
studies by the late George Dixon, of Cockfield, who was his unde 
by marriage. He was employed when a young man by Mr. Dixon 
as tutor to his children, during which time he employed himself in 
his leisure hours in drawing and engraving many pieces which bear 
his name. He never followed engraving as a sole occupation. Mr. 
Dixon was a very ingenious man«*a good mathematician, a minera- 
logist, a painter, an engraver, a great experimentalist in chemistry, 
hydraulics, and pneumatics, and also an excellent land-surveyor, 
and most beautiful planner^ No doubt Mr. Bailey profitted largely 
in his scientific knowledge by living under the roof of his relation. 
Mr. Bailey, after attending to the education of his cousins, prac- 
ticed land-surveying, and for a short time was mathematical teacher 
under the Rev. John Farrer, at Witton-le-Wear. He there mar- 
ried the daughter of Nicholas Greenwell, esq. and shortly afterwards 
became Lord Tankerville's land-agent at Chiilingham, which he 
continued to the time of his death. He at the same time did a 
great deal of business as a general land-agent and surveyor, and 
few men have greater claims to the gratitude of posterity for the 
many lasting improvements in rural economy planned and executed 
by hun. Mr. Bailey engraved several of the plates of Hutchinson's 
topographical works ; he was also the author of an '< Essay on the 
Construction of the Plough^^ 8vo., and joint writer with Mr. CuUey 
of the Northumberland Report, drawn up for the Board of Agn- 
culture. See May 7th, 1813, page 72. 

June 7.— Died, at Allenheads, Northumberland, Mr. Peter 
Green, aged 100 years. 
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1819 (June)„^Ti\xvi month, as the sexton was digging a grave 
in the burial ground within Tynemouth castle, his spede struck 
against a stone cofl^» which, on being examined, was found to con- 
tain a perfect skeleton^ the bones of which were covered with 
leather, curiously cut and ornamented. On looking further, ano- 
ther coffin of the same description was found, which also contained 
a skeleton, but without the head. The bones of this latter were 
defended and adorned with leather in the same manner as the 
other. The leather was sewed tight round the bones, and it was 
therefore evident that the bodies had been anatomised before in- 
terment 

Jul^ 18. — ^Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Mary Ferguson, widow, 
aged 105 years. 

July 19. — A terrible accident occurred at Sheriff-hill colliery, 
near Gateshead. Afler the hewers had left work, an explosion of 
fire-damp took place, which unfortunately proved &tal to two men 
and thirty-three boys who happened to be m that part of the mine. 
Thb event occurred only half-an-hour before the pit was to have 
finished its day's work, etherise the loss would, in all probability, 
liave been more extensive. Upwards of twenty men and boys 
were in other parts of the mine when the accident happened ; but 
fortunately escaped, a few only being slightly injured by the con- 
cussion and after-damp. 

AuguH 14. — About five o'clock in the afternoon, his royal high- 
ness Prince Leopold, accompanied by Baron Hardenbroke, Sir 
Robert Gardiner, and Dr. Stockmar, arrived at the Queen's Head 
inn, in Newcastle. A considerable concourse of people assembled 
M fitmt of the inn, and his highness repeated^ gratified their 
curiosity by exhibiting himself at the windows. In the course of 
tbe evening he visited the Northumberland glass-house, and saw 
the process of glass making ; he also visited the Assembly Rooms, 
with which be expressed himself much gratified. On the following 
morning (Sunday), his royal highness went to the house of William 
Loraine, esq., near St. Nicholas church, where he condescendingly 
shewed himself at one of the windows to an immense number of 
persons assembled in firont of the house. It being assize Sunday, 
as Boon as the procession of the judges and corporate body had 
passed, and they bad taken their seats in the church, his highness, 
accompaoied by Sir William Scott» ^now Lord Stowell, who was 
then on a visit to his relation, Josepn Forster, esq., mayor^, and 
foUowed by his suite, proceeded to St. Nicholas' church, which he 
entered just before service commenced, and was conducted by Sir 
WilliaiQ Scott to the corporation seat. The church was crowded 
to excess, in expectation of his attendance ; and as he passed along 
the aisle, both in going and coming out of church, he repeatedly 
bowed to the companj on each side. After service his royal high- 
ness proceeded to view the Guild-hall, from whence he went to 
die Mansion^use, and on his way was saluted by the guns on the 
•castle. On his arrival at the Mansion-house, he was received in 
ioRn.by the corporate body in their robes, and coaducjted into the 

VOL. II. R 
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interior, where his highness partook of a collation. His highness 
soon after returned to the Queen's Head inn, and about half-past 
two o'clock left Newcastle for Alnwick castle to dine with his grace 
the duke of Northumberland. His royal bigness arrived at Ber- 
wick, on Monday evening, about seven o'clock; his approach to 
that town was announced by a royal salute from the cannon on 
the fortifications, and his entrance greeted by the ringing of bells. 
During his short stay in Berwick, he was waited upon by Uie mayor 
and magistrates, when the former presented him with the freedom 
of the borough. His royal highness seemed much pleased with his 
reception. Prince Leopold was the widowed husband of the uni- 
versally lamented Princess Charlotte. He is now king of Bel- 
gium. 

1819 (Aug. 16^. — John King, for the wilful murder of James 
Hamilton, in the cabin of Newbottle colliery staith, during the 
night of Sunday, the 16th of the precedm^ May, was executed 
pursuant to his sentencci at the New Drop, m front of the courts^ 
an the city of Durham. 

September 7. — The first stone of a Presbyterian chapel was 
laid at Thirston, near Felton, by Alexander Davison, esq., of Swar^ 
land, on a piece of ground generously granted by that gentleman, 
who also liberallv subscribed £40. to aid in the erection of the said 
chapel. On this occasion, the Rev. George Atkin, of Morpetb, 
prayed, and an address was delivered by the Rev. Alexander Hoy. 

September 23« — On the morning, a fire broke out in the dwell- 
ing house of Mr. Young, of Westoe, near South Shields, which in 
a short time destroyed the whole &bric. 

This month, in digging to make gas tanks, at the Low Lights^ 
near North Shields, in a place called the Salt Marsh, in row 
Dean, at the depth of twelve feet six inches from the surftice, the 
workmen came to a framing of large oak beams, black as ebony, 
pinned together with wooden pins or tree-nails ; the whole resem- 
bling a wharf or pier, whither ships drawing nine or ten feet water 
had come. Muscle-shells lay under an artificial spread or coating 
of fine clay, as in the bed of a river. Julius Agricola, about the 
83d year of the Christian era, had his fleet in the river Tvne ; but 
tradition says he moored them in the brook Don, near where Jar- 
row church now stands ; he may have also moored some of them 
in this place (opposite to the Roman station, near South Shield), 
as it has been a secure estuary at the mouth of the Pow Burn, 
guarded from the sea by a peninsula of clay and sandy land, now 
called the Prior's Point, whereon Clifibrd's Fort was built in 1679. 
Large oak beams were also found, hollowed out as if to convey 
water. Had there been any scorise, or calcined stones, conjecture 
might have pointed to salt-works having been here ; but, on the 
contrary, few stones were found, only sandy black mud, twelve or 
thirteen feet deep, and one freestone, squared out in the middle 
to hold the foot of a wooden pillar ; hammer marks were visible in 
the sides of the square hole. On the side of the peninsula above 
referred to, next to the estuary, salt pans were worlcing in the time 
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of the Prioryy at Tvnemouth ; probably as earl^ as the year 800* 
and BO to the dissolution in 1539 ; and according to local history 
and other records, the Pow Pans were making s^t in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth ; and in 1634, the corporation of the Trinity-house, 
Newcastle, bought land near Tolland's, Delaval's, and Selby's pans, 
to erect their Low Light upon* The Danes oflen moored fleets in 
the river Tyne, in their pillaging and murderous excursions in the 
8th, 9th, 10th, and llth centuries. The peninsula called Priors' 
Point, appears to have had a fort erected upon it previous to build- 
ing Clifford's Fort. See October, ISlly page 64. 

1819 (October 9^.— A dreadful accident happened from the ex« 
plosion of inflammable gas, in the George Pit, near Lumley. The 
MS ignited at the candle of a hewer named Gee, who had worked 
into a board, where, owing it was supposed, to a fall of the roof, a 
quantity of gas had accumulated from a blower. By this accident 
eieven men and bovs were killed on the spot. Gee and another 
boy died on the foUowing day of the injury they sustained, and 
many others were severely hurt. 

October 11. — A meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, and 
neighbourhood, to deliberate on the outrage at Manchester, was 
held on the town-moor, near Newcastle, and was most numerously 
attended. In the early part of the forenoon, the reform societies 
of Benwell and Fawdon arrived in town, and proceeded to join the 
Newcastle society assembling in the Castle Garth. At half-past 
eleven, the reform societies of Winlaton, Gateshead, North and 
South Shields, Sunderland, and the eastern part of the Newcastle 
district, passed through the town. When this immensely lone line 
arrived at the head of Northumberland-street, it halted until the 
party which had assembled in the Castle-garth, and which did not 
u»ve its station till twelve o'clock, passed by it, and took its place 
at the head of the procession, which then moved to the moor. The 
whole was preceded by the hustings, which consisted of a covered 
platfrom raised upon the frame and wheels of a waggon, and drawn 
by three horses, decorated with red ribbons ; the hustings were 
huag round with black cloth, and on the front were inscribed the 
words, in black letters on a white ground, ** truth I order ! 
JUSTICE r' Several of the reform societies which formed the 

E recession, were preceded by a person bearing a Roman fasces, and 
y a band of music which played at intervals. Next the band 
walked the committee, each member of which was distinguished 
by a white rod, at the top of which was a small knot of crape tied 
with white ; afler these came the classes into which the societies were 
divided ; each being headed by the class leader, bearing at the end 
of a short black rod a small painted board, on which the number 
of the class and the initial letter of the society were painted. Each 
society was also attended with several flags, and at the head of the 
whole was borne an union jack, hoisted half staff high, in token of 
mourning ; many of the committees wore white hats with black 
hat*bands, and many were in black. The classes walked four 
abreast, holding each others' hands. The Shields reformers were 
accompanied by about three hundred sailors. Several parties of 
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female fefa im e rs were teen in the procewion. On the moBt iikh 
derate computation^ there could not be fewer than twenty or thirty 
thousand in ranki while some were of opinion the number was 
much greater. It was, however^ afterwaras ascertained by actual 
admeasurement, that the space occupied by the compact body of 
the meeting would hold 76,000 persons, at the rate of four to a 
square yard ; but when the thousands of scattered Bpectat<»v are 
included, and the close manner in which the sreat body stood^ 
the whole may be ssfely stated at 100,000. l^e announcement 
of this meeting (by hand bill), intended at first to be held on the 
parade ground, excited a great deal of attention and cmosit^, and 
many ime reports of apprehended tumult were in previous curcul^ 
tion, but Uie result proved what little cause there was fcr theses 
for never was there a meetii^ conducted with greater order and 
decorum, or one which passed off more peaceably. 

1819 fOci. HJ. — A serious disturbance took place at North 
Shields. The mayor of Newcastle (Ardubald Reed, esq.) had 
proceeded down the river with the civil power, aided by the boats 
of his majesty's ships, with a view of opening the navigation of the 
river, rirhicn had oeen interrupted for some time by the riotous 
mroceeaings of the keelmen), and had gone on shore at North 
Shields. After the mayor, and the other gentlemen who accom- 
panied him, had retired to the Northumberland Arms inn, the 
mob made an attack, with paving-stones and other missiles, upon 
the Speedwell steam-packet, by which several of the peace officers 
and the coxswain of the packet, were severely hurt ; the marines 
then fired in protection of themselves and those in the Bteam4xMt, 
when unfortunately one man, named Joseph Claxton, was shot 
upon the New Quay; this so exasperatea the mob, that they 
turned their fury upon the inn, with threats of vengeance against 
the mayor, and exclaiming tliat they would have Uood for blood, 
by the application of some iron pipes, they soon demolished the 
doors and windows of the inn, and liberated a man who had been 
taken into custody, when in the act of throwing stones. By the 
spirited exertions of Mr. Donkin, the high const^e of the district, 
who fortunately arrived at the door in a chaise at the very time, 
they were held some time in check, and time was thus affisrded 
Mr. Mayor and the gentlemen to escape by the back part of the 
inn. From the fury with which they were actuated, there was 
too much reason to fear that they would have carried dieir threats 
into execution ; and so eager were they to attain their object, that 
they searched almost every part of the house. Their design was, 
however, frustrated. They also sought to wreak their vengeance 
on the officers in the steam-boat, but these had fortunately escaped 
over in boats to the south side of the river. The mob continued 
in the streets in the most tumultuous state till a late hoiy*, but the 
arrival of a piiarty of the 6th dragoon guards from the barracks at 
Newcastle, somewhat quieted the fears of the inhabitants. The 
town continued ae^itated for several days. The jury, afler having 
sat five days on the body of die unfortunate man, returned a ver- 
dict ofjuHifiabk homicide. 
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1819 (Nim. ^Jr^Dled, at Tynemoodi, Mr. Robert WOm, ^ged 
101 years. 

Navmher &— Di^d, at Throckley, Mr. Jdin White, aged 105 
years. 

Dl0O00ifar liT— Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mr. John Stepheiison» 
butcher, aged 102 ^ears. 

December 9^-*Died, at his house, in the Pudding-chare, New- 
caatle, Mr. George Gray, an eminent fruit-fiainter, in the Gist year 
of his age. Mr. Gray, who was of very eccentric habits, was well 
skilled in diemistry and botany. His fruit pieces, when offered for 
sale, generally bring good prices. He was the son of Mr. Gilbert 
Gray, whose death is mentioned at page 37 1, voL L A portrait of 
Mr. George Gray was painted by Mr. Parker, and also etched by 
that artist. 

Deoember 12. — Died, in Pipewellgate, Gateshead, Mr. Jdbdd 
Anderson, aged 108 years. 

Dec em ber 22.^— Died, at Sanderland, Mrs. Catharine Clark, aged 
107 years. 

Decemher 26« — ^Mr. Joseph Price, of GratesbMd, glass^manuGuv 
turer, presented to the inhabitants of that parish, a valuable and 
elegant window of stained glass, for the south transept of St Mary's 
church ; in the centre is a representation of the annuDciation of Uie 
virgin to whom the church is dedicated, below which is a reference 
to St Luke, chi^. i. verses 28 and SB, and the following inscrip- 
tion :—*' Presented to the inhabitants of St Maiy, Gate&ead, by 
Joseph Price, 1819.*' On each side of this the principal compart- 
ment, are also arched divisicms of coloured glass, into which are in- 
troduced the arms of the borough of Gateshead, and the goat's 
head in a shield, with a crest taken from an old chair in the 
vestry, liearing date 1666, with the initiab of the churchwardens of 
that year. See vcLi* page W^, On a line crossing the window, and 
divimng the above from the lower compartments, which are com- 
posed of variegated stained glass, are twelve coats of arms iii the 
following order, viz. ^— of the present rector (Rev. John CoUinson), 
of the £^* Henry Riillpotts (now bishop of Exeter^, and Dr. Pros^ 
ser, late rectors ; of Adam Askew, esq., Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M.P.; 
the bishop of Durham (Harrington) ; the earls of Darlington and 
Strathmore ; Sir Thomas Liddell bart, (now Lord Ravensworth j^ 
Sir Thomas Clavering bart ; John Georee Lambton, esq., M. F« 
(now Lord Durham) ; and Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart, M. P. 
The brilliancy of the colouring, and the good arrangement of the 
drapery, is highly ornamental, and reflects great credit on the 
manufactory of the donor. At a meeting of the inhabitants, held 
in the vestry on the above day, (the Rev. John Collinson, rector, 
in the chair) the thanks of the parish was unanimously voted to 
Mr. Price, for his very liberal donation. 

JDecember 26. — Died, at Chilton, Durham, Robert Roan, labourer, 
aged 105 years. 

This month the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer corps 
of cavalry was formed, under the command of Charles John 
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Brandling, esq., of Gosforth House ; and a troop of dismounted 
yeomanry (the measure having been sanctioned by his majesty's 
p;ovemment), to be joined to, and to act with the cavalry, was raised 
m Newcastle. 

1819.— 'This year. North Gosforth Chapel, near Newcastle, which 
was rebuilt about the year 1798, was considerably enlarged. 

1820 (Jan. I J. — The first number of a newspaper entitled 
** The Durham Chronicle, or General Northern Advertiser," was 
published in the ci^ of Durham, by Mr. John Ambrose Williams^ 
It is at present published by Mr. John Hardinge Veitch. 

January S.^-Died, at Wall's £nd, Mrs. Eenlish, aged 105 years. 
She retained all her faculties till within a few days of her death. 

January 6. — About eight o'clock in the evening, a dreadful ex- 
plosion of eas, by which several persons were seriously injured and 
an infant killed, took place in Forth-street, Newcastle. During the 
greater part of that day, the family of Mr. Benjamin Slater, in 
m>nt of whose house, in that street, one of the main gas pipes pass- 
ed, but without having any communication with the house, had 
been greatly annoyed with the smell of p», which was escaping 
from the pipe into the house. Information of this circumstance 
was communicated to the proper persons, at the gas-works, who 
promised to remedy the inconvenience next day, not conceiving 
any immediate danger. In the evening, however, as Mrs. Slater 
was sitting in the parlour conversing with a friend, she sent her 
daughter with a canale to the closet, when a most violent explosion 
of gas took place, by which the upper part of this house, and the 
whole of the back part of the one adjoming, were blown out and 
destroyed, and the houses otherwise much injured. Mrs. Slater's 
daughter was scorched most shockingly over all her body, and a 
young child was forced from Mrs. Slater's arms into the fiire-place. 
Mrs. Slater was also much hurt. Mrs. Fletcher, her friend, esci^>ed 
unhurt. But more serious injury was sustained in the adjoining 
house» occupied by Mr. John Slater, who was that evening enter- 
taining a partj^ of friends. The part of the house where they were 
sitting was quite demolished, and they were so crushed among the 
ruins, that it was some time before they were extricated. Mrs. 
John Slater had both her ancles put out. Mrs. Debnum had ako 
both her ancles put out, and her arm broken ; and had the further 
misfortune of having her child, a baby of about five weeks old, 
which she was holding in her arms, unfortunately killed. Mr. 
Debnum also received some injury, as did Mr. John Slater, and 
some others. From the violence of the explosion, some tables and 
chairs were thrown across the street, and a window being blown 
quite out, was thrown to a great distance. Some persons passing 
were also hurt by the falling bricks, &c. At the assizes held in 
Newcastle in August, 1821, Mr. Debnum brought an action against 
the gas company, and obtained £460 damages. 

January 12. — About half-past nine o'clock at night an alarming 
fire broke out in the house occupied by Mrs. Lynn, in New Cross- 
street, Sunderland. The flames burst out with great violence, and 
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apprehensions were entertained for the safety of the neighbouring 
houBes, but bj the speedy arrival of the engines, and the praise- 
worthy exertions of the inhabitants in* supplying them with water, 
the fire was confined to the back paft of the premises in which it 
commenced, and which it completely destroyed. It is melancholy 
to addf that Mrs. Lynn was herself unfortunately burnt to death. 

1820 (FA. SJ, — The accession of his majesty George the 
Fourth to the throne of these realms was proclaimed in Newcastle* 
About two o'clock in the afternoon, Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, 
several of the aldermen, and other members of the corporation, at- 
tended by the general of the district, Sir Andrew Bernard, ai|d 
other military officers, after having drunk the health of his ma- 
jesty, in the Guildhall, appeared on the Sandhill in front of that 
building, and there, in the presence of an immense assemblage of 
people, after a flourish of trumpets, the proclamation was read by 
Mr. James Sopwith, town-marshal. The reading of it was received 
with cheers, and immediately after a royal salute was fired from 
the guns on the castle. The procession then moved forward, pre- 
ceded by the band of the 6th dragoon guards, mounted, playing 
** God seme the King ;" these were followed by a party of firee- 
porters bearing halberds, the sergeants at mace, town-marshal, &C., 
accompanied with a flag, on which was represented the arms of the 
town. Next came the sword and mace bearers, who were followed 
by the mayor, supported on his right by Sir Andrew Bernard, and 
on his left by another officer. His worship was foUowed by the 
recorder, aldermen, sheriff, together with many officers and several 
members of the common council and other gentlemen ; the whole 
was closed by two troops of the 6th draeoon guards. When the 
procession arrived opposite to St. NichoW church it halted, and 
the proclamation was again read. The procession again moved for- 
ward up the MiddlC'Street to the White Cross, and along Low 
Friar-street, and Westgate-street, to the castle, at both of which 
I^aces the proclamation was again read. From the castle the pro-* 
cession returned by the head of the Side and Mosley-street, to the 
GuildhalL During the day the bells of the churches rang several 
peals. 

Fdruary 5. — The king was proclaimed at Alnwidc. The high 
sheriff, William Orde, of Nunnykirk, esq., arrived a little before 
one o'clock at the Swan inn, (where several gentlemen had assem- 
bled to attend him) and proceeded immediately to the Market- 
cross, preceded by a band of music, the under sheriff and bailiffs 
with white wands. He was accompanied by his grace the duke of 
Northumberland,. and several of the magistrates and country gentle- 
men ; the staff of the county militia al^ attended. After the pro- 
clamation was read, during which the people were uncovered, the 
populace joined the gentry in cheering, and his majesty's health 
was drunk amidst shouts of approbation, while the band played 
^ God 9ave the SmgP The duke of Northumberland had order- 
ed several barrels of ale and carts with bread and cheese, to be in 
^ Market-place ; the provisions and liquor were distributed to 
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the peojde, whUe a double royal salute was fired from the field- 
pieces at the castle, and the flag hoisted. The procession then re- 
turned to the Swan inn, and from thence accompanied his grace to 
his princely mansion, where a very handsome collation was served 
for such gentlemen as called. Upwards of 200 of his grace's per- 
manent woiianen, and the children of their grace's schools, with 
the militia staff, being together above 500 persons, had bread and 
cheese, and ale served out to them in the inner court of this ancient 
pile, where the duke and duchess set them the example of drink- 
ing his nuriesty's health, in which they all heartily joined. The 
high sherifi^ as well as the duke, broke their glasses after dnnldng 
the king's health, according to the good old custom on sudi occar 
aions, to prevent thehr ever being used again on a less important 
event. Prodamations were made at all the other towns. 

1820 (Feb. 16^.— The day of interment of the remains of hb 
most gracious migesty George III. was dbserved in Newcastle 
with every mark of mourning and respect. At eight o'clock the 
flag on the castle was hoisted half-staff high, and continued so 
until the evening ; the flags of the several ships in the harbour 
were also displayed half-mast high; the bells in the different 
diurches were muffled, and rung mourning peals during the 
day. At the usual time on the morning there was service in the 
several churches and chapels, and appropriate sermons preached ; 
the churches were hung with black. The soldiers, composing the 
garrison, consisting of some troops of the 6th dragoon guards, and 
parties of royal artillery, and c^ the 3Sd and 40th foot, marched 
through the town to St. Michdas' church in slow and solemn step, 
the bandplaving a very mournful air ; this had a most impressive 
effect The mstruments of the band were hunc with cra^. Hie 
Newcastle lodge of free masons also attended divine service in St. 
Midiolas' church, but without their insignia. The soldiers return- 
ed from church without music From one o'clock till two, minute 
guns were fired from the guns on the castle, and between each gun 
thegreatbellof St. Nich<»as gave a solemn tdl. This was repeated 
between four and five o'clodc in the evening. The shops were all 
shut during the day, and business generally suspended. The day 
was observed in a similarly moumfid manner at all the neiefabour- 
ing towns and many of the villages. George IIL died January 
29th, 1820, in the 82d year of his i^e, and his son George IV. wv 
proclaimed in London on the 31st of January. 

March 11. — Died, at Salutation, near Darlington, Mr. Benja- 
min Gamett, in his 105tfa year. He never experienced one di^'s 
illness, and walked about tiU a few hours before his death, and iiad 
the use of his faculties to the last. 

March 24.~-Thi8 being the day appointed for the Northmnber- 
land and Newcastle cavalry, commanded by lieutenant^oakMiel 
Brandling, to receive their colours, the corps, whidi was then on 
permanent duty, preceded by the band of the 6th dragoon guards, 
marched to the town-moor, and being formed on three sides of a 
square, frouting the Grand Stand, Mrs. Bnandling, supported by 
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Mn. BeU and Mrs. Brown, in their joint names presented the 
standards intended for the three squadrons, observing, ^* that 
when they requested the corps to allow them the high honour of 
presenting them with their standards, thej felt the fullest convic- 
tion, that they entrusted them to those, who, in every situation, 
would defend them like Englishmen;*' to which the colonel re- 
plied in a speech fraught with loyalty. The standards were then 
delivered to the troops, whose loud cheers, accompanied by a sa* 
lute fired by the royal artillery, had a grand and impressive effect. 

1820.«— In the early part of this year, C. W. Bigge, Esq., of Lin- 
den House, munificently contributed to the comfort, convenience* 
and elegance of Longhofsley church, by building a new vestiTy re- 
pairing the chancel, and enlarging the arch between the church 
and chancel, which before was so contracted as literally to divide 
them into two separate apartments ; he also made an elegant altar* 
table and rails, from a part of an immense oak tree, dug out of a 
moss in his estate, where it must have lain for an unknown series 
of ages. 

April 28.— Died, at Langlejr, in Kent, her grace the duchess 
dowaeer of Northumberland, m her 67th year. May 10th, her 
grace s remains were interred in the same vault in St. Nicholas' 
cJiapel, in Westminster Abbey, in which those of the late duke 
were deposited, there were upwards of 100 private carriages in 
the procession, besides mourning coaches. The funeral service was 
perrormed in a most solemn manner by Dr. Fjmnes. 

jlprii 2Sm — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by which 
unfortunate event two persons lost their lives. 

May 4. — Died, at Heathery Burn, near Hexham, Mrs. Margaret 
Lee, aged 107 years. 

May 5^— The first stone of a new chapel in the Wesleyan Me* 
tliodist connection, was laid in Northumberland-street, Newcastle. 
The Rev. Edmund Grindrod delivered a short address to a respec- 
table audience. He stated,. that the first stone of the contiguous 
chapel (Orphan House), for which this was intended as an enlaived 
substitute, was laid by the Rev. John Wesley, on the 20th of De- 
cember, 1742, ("see voL upage 167,^ and tl^t for many years past 
it had been much too small to accommodate the stated hearers. 
Friday, February 23d, 1821, this elegant chapel was first opened 
for divine worship, when eloquent and powerful sermons were 
preached by the Rev. Messrs. Newton, Atherton, and Wood, to 
crowded audiences. Very neat houses were soon after built on 
eadi side of the opening which leads from Northumberland-street 
to the chapel, and which is called Brunswick-place. 

May 17. — A thunder storm passed over Newcastle ; a concus- 
sion took place directly over the centre of the town about one 
o'clock, and instantly a mass of fire fell with a stunning report, as 
though a bomb had burst near the ear. The lightning strudc the 
chimney of a house at the foot of the Side, which it scattered 
partly into the street and pArUy through tlie roof, providentially 
without injuring any person. The lightning also stryck the ^indle 
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at the mast-head of a sloop, near White-hill point, on the rive^ 
Tyne, shivered the mast from end to end, burnt one of the sails to 
tinder in an instant, and raised the deck from the beams four or 
five inches. A hole was made in the mast, as if an 18 pounder 
had gone into it. 

1820 (May 26^. — Died in All Saints' poor-house^ Mewcasttet 
Thomas Matfin, aged 77 yeats. When a boy, and in St. John's cbari^ 
school, he was supposeci to have died. His school-fellows, accord* 
ing to the then custom, attended to sing at his funeral. On enter- 
ing the church porch their voices reverberated so shrilly, as to 
arouse him from his lethargy, and he turned on his side to listen^. 
The underbearers, who were just setting the coffin upon the bier, 
felt the motion, and in a fright informed the clerffvman, who or- 
dered the lid to be unscrewed. On perceiving that ufe bad return- 
ed, he was immediately taken home to his aunt's house in Low 
Friar- street, where he was wrapped in a blanket, and having drank a 
little of some invigorating cordial, was put to bed, and soon recovered* 
He afterwards became a keelman, and being in his old age, turned 
out of the keelmen's hospital for irregular copduct, he became an 
inmate of All Saints' poor-l^ouse, w);iere he died as above slated, 
and was interred at All Saints' church by the Rev. Robert GreePf 
on the 28th of May, 1820. 

June 20. — Died, at Slaley, in Northumberland, Mrs. Mary Carr, 
aged 100 years. 

June 22. — The foundation of a new bridge at Chester-le-streiet 
was laid in the presence of a'great number of the inhabitants. On' 
taking down part of the old bridge; an old copper coin, supposed, 
to be of J^mes I.» was found amongst the rubbisn. February 22d, 

1821, this bridge was opened for public carriages, when three 
guineas given by Earl Qrey were drunk on the bridge* The in- 
scription of " Grey's Arch, November 17th, 1820," was cut on the 
stone over the arch, being the day his lordship was drawn throi^h 
the town by the inhabitants, as he was returning from London 
from the defence of her Majesty Queen Caroline- 

June, — This month, the wprlunen digging in the streets at North 
Shields, to lay gas pipes in a place there called the Bull Ring, 
came to a large flat square stone, in which, on being turned ov^r,' 
were found, greatly corroded, the iron bolt and ring to which bujls 
had been made fast, when baited there in old times. At certain 
festivals, in the days of Tynemouth Prioiy, the rude sport of bull- 
baiting was common at Shields $ but afier the reformation, and 
subsequent civil wars, the practice in the north greatly declinedi 
and is now, with the exception of two or three recent instances, 
(which, it is to be hoped, will never be repeated,) totally abolished. 

Jufy 8. — The bill for lighting, cleansine, and improving the town 
ot Stockton upon Tees, received the royal assent. November 15th, 

1822, the town was first lighted with gas, on which occasion there 
was a public dinner, J. Wdkinson, eso. in the chair, when many 
loyal and a|^ro[>riate toasts were drunK, and the beUs were rung 
diuring the hghting of the lamps. 
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1820 (JutyX^), — The chain bridge across the river Tweed, 
near Paxton rord, about six miles above Berwick, was opened to 
the public. Captain S. Brown, R. N., the inventor, in his tandem, 
first, followed by twelve double-horse carts, laden with stones, and 
Mr. MoUe, of MoUe Mains, in his carriage, passed and returned 
along the bridge. The stability of the structure being tried, the 
right hon. the earl of Home, and the commissioners of the high roads, 
preceded by the bands of the Berwickshire and Northumberland 
militias, playing << God save the King" then passed along it. The 
earl of Home and a numerous party of gentlemen sat down to a 
most excellent dinner, prepared in a tent, by Mr. Paulin, of Horn- 
dean, and the day was spent in the utmost harmony. Several 
thousands of people were present at the openine. The suspen- 
4on arch is forty-five feet, and is sufficient to aSow two carts to 
pass, and a foot-path on each side. The extreme length of the 
suspending chains from the point of junction, on each side of the 
river Tweed, is 590 feet ; from the stone abutments, 432 feet ; 
and the height above the surface of the river is 27 feet. The 
weight of the chains, platform, &c. is about 160 tons; but the 
bridge is calculated to support a weight of 360 tons, — a greater 
weight, in all probability, than it will ever be subjected to. This 
curious and elegant structure only cost £5,000., whereas a stone 
bridge in the same situation could not have been erected for 
£20,000. It is called the Union Bridge, and was commenced 
building on the 19th of July, 1819. 

•/fi/y 27« — Died, at Darlington, Jane Rutherford, aged IQO years. 

Sejdember 9. — Died, at Great Aydiffe, Durham, Ann Simpson, 
aged 101 years. 

Sq^iemoer 26< — Died, at Hepple, near Rothbury, Mrs. Jane Hall, 

;ed 101 years. 

Odoiber 19. — The town of North Shields was first lighted with 

OeUber 31. — As Arthur Marlham, of Greatham, was shrimping 
on the sand islands, in the river Tees, he was overtaken by the 
tide in the dusk of the evening. He did not see his danger till 
be was nearly surrounded by the water, and knowing there was no 
possibility of escape, he began to consider how he could longest 

Ceserve himself from being carried away by the tide. A sandr 
.nk of a few yards was ful the uncovered space lefl him : he 
selected the highest spot, on which he placed his leap (a wicker 
iMUsket carried on the shoulder in shrimping), and fixing his shrimp- 
ing-pole, with the net downwards, to eive the pole as sure a pur- 
chase as he could, he mounted his basket, and held by the pole. 
The tide soon covered his feet, and gradually flowed as nigh as his 
middle. After three hours, he thought he saw the waters fall ; 
but ill a few minutes a breeze sprung up, and the tide flowed again 
six or seven inches. The tide, however, was falling, and he re* 
niained on his sand-bank till he was relieved by the fishing boats 
in the morning. His situation in the river was two miles frpm.the 
Durham coast, and three firom Yorkshire, in the midst of the Tees 
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estuary, with the wide ocean fbll in front at the riTer mouth. He 
said it was an awful si^ht to look over the wateri ; but his presence 
of mind and his trust m Providence never forsook him. 

1820 (Nov. 20^.— Newcastle and Gateshead were brilliantly 
illuminated, as a testimony of joy on the abandonment of the biU 
against her majesty Queen Caroline, consort of George IV. About 
seven o'clock m the evening the lighting commenced, and a num- 
ber of devices and transparencies were exhibited in various parts 
of the town. The smaller mottoes, in general, were — " Long live 
Queen CaroUhei* ** Innocence triumphtmi;** *^JSarl Grey for every** 
&c. &c. The house of Mr. Joseph Price, in Gateshead, was one 
entire blaze of lamps of various tmts, and of Xhe most brilliant lus- 
tre. Illuminations and other rejoicinss were very general through- 
out the counties of Durham and mrthumberland. August 7th, 
1821, her majesty died at Hammersmith, after an illness of eight 
days. 

This month, immediately above the excavation of the lime-stone 
at Carley-hill quarry, whidb is situated about a quarter of a mile 
west of Fulwell-hill, in the parish of Monlcwearmouth, and about 
two hundred yards west of Hill'house, the residence of Mr. Wake, 
senior, whilst removing the surplus soil, Thomas Dobson, quarry- 
man, found a Roman figure, which appeared to be a Lar. There 
were found at the same time, several portions of human bones, and 
a quantity of common rock limpit shells, embedded in lime-stone 
rubbish and surface soil. It is worthy of remark, that several ex- 
cavations have been discovered in the solid lime<-8tone rock at Car- 
ley-hill (similar to stone coffins) containbg human bones. 

The great northern gateway which stood across Sadler-street, 
in the ci^ of Durham, was this year taken down. It had been 
long used as the gaol, and was a very strong fabric ; the outward 
or lower part was defended by a gate and portcullis, within whidi 
was a recess constructed with sally-ports and galleries, for the an- 
noyance of assailants, who might force the first gate; the upper 
part was secured by double gates* This was the last of the city 
gates. 

This year, Mrs. Mary Pease, widow of Mr. Joseph Pease, of 
Darlington, woollen manu&cturer, erected four alms-houses in Dar- 
lington, for the residence of four poor widows of the age of fifty 
years at least, and of good moral character and reputation, to be 
nominated by the Society of Friends. 

This year and the following, the Register office in the Palace- 
green, in the city of Durham, was built by subscription on the site 
of the old county courts. 

1821 (Jan. 2 J. — £arly on the morning, John Wilson, a pitman, 
aged 64 vears, fell down the shaft of Sheriff-hill colliery, near 
Gateshead, in the dark, but fortunately caught hold of the rope with 
his left hand, at the depth of about 80 feet ; although it lacerated 
his hand by the friction, he was able to stop his descent and sus- 

Knd himself, until his fellow-workmen heard his cries, and lowered 
wn a corf by another rope, which took above a quarter of an hour. 
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when providentially he got into it and was drawn up safely. Had he 
descended a few fathoms lower, he would have reached the end of 
the rope, and must have been killed by a fall of 450 feet. 

1821 (Jam* 5 J* — When some workmen were removing rubbish on 
the premises of Mr. Fair, of Hide-hill, Berwick, cabinet maker, they 
found a small wooden box, containing 18 gold pieces of Henry 
VUl., Mary, and £lizabeth i and also 20 silver corns of Elizabeth. 
The whole in good preservation. The gold coins weighed two and 
a half ounces, and the silver coins two ounces, jme workmen 
immediately sold their prize to a jewelleri and regaled themselves 
with the proceeds. 

JcMMary 7< — Died, at Dam-house^ near Kirkleyi Mrs. Margaret 
Rowland, in her 101 st year. 

January 19. — Died, at West Thirston, in Northumberland^ aeed 
74 years, John Marshall, better known by the name of <' Bwnd 
Jaknnyr He lost his sight by the small-pox, when four years of 
age, but the perfection in whii:h he possessed the sense of hearing, 
compensated in a great measure for the loss. He worked occasion- 
ally at the anvil and the loom, but for a considerable time before 
his death, his main dependence for support was on his skill in 
playing on the violin. So intimately was he acquainted with the 
surrounding country, that he could readily find any part of it with- 
out a guide ; indeed, he sometimes acted as a guide to strangers. 

F^ruary 15. — The chapel belonging to tiie establishment at 
Hylton-ferry, near Sunderland, erected and endowed at the sole 
expense of T. J. Maling, esq., captain R. N., was consecrated by 
the bishop of St. David's. Upon this occasion, a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Robert Gray, M. A., rector of Sunderland, 
from Genesis, chap. 28, ver. 17. 

Same day, died at the Westgate, Newcastle, aged 96 years, Ann 
Nichol, formerly of Horsley. She retained her faculties to the last, 
and was one of the oldest members of the Methodist Society in this 
district. When the Orphan-house, in Northumberland-street, was 
built in 1742, she sold a piece of cloth to enable her to contribute 
towards its erection ; and it was remarkable that the Orphan-house 
was closed as a place of divine worship on the day of her interment. 

February 19.— Died, at the North-shore, near Newcastle, Eliza- 
beth Drvden, a^ed 107 years. 

March 6. — Died, at CuUercoats, Mrs. Isabella Armstrong, widow, 
aged 103 years. 

March 9.— .The brewery at Monkseaton, near North Shields, 
was discovered to be on fire, and before it was got under, the dry- 
ing kiln was totally destroyed, with about sixty bolls of malt. 

March 20. — A newly-erected steam mill, for grinding com, at 
Stodcton, belonging to Mr. C. Cooke, was discovered to be on fire, 
and the whole of the building, except the engine-house, together 
with a quantity of com and flour, was consumed* 

March 23<— Died, at South Shields, Hannah Marshall, aged 104 



Mctrdi 28«— Died, at his house in Portman-place, London, in the 
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64th year of his age, Michael Bryan, es^., a native of Newcastle. 
Mr. Bryan was an ingenious counoissieur m the fine arts, who also 
distinguished himself as an author. He was at one time a picture 
de^er, but though possessed of undoubted skill and judgment as to 
the merits of the productions of ancient and modem painters, he 
was so uiifprtunate in some of his speculations as to be obliged to 
relinquish that pursuit. His taste and knowledge, however, were 
80 highly appreciated, that his opinion was oflen sought, and many 
large sums have been expended in the purchase of works of art 
through his recommendation. Retiring from active life, he engaged 
in the composition of a '< Biographical and Critical Dictionary cf 
Painters and SngraverSt^ which was commenced in 1813, and 
published in 1816, in 2 vols. 4to. This work is more copious and 
accurate than that of Pilkington^ and many of the original sketches 
do much credit to the writer. Mr. Bryan was allied to a noble &« 
mily, having married the sister of the earl of Shrewsbury. 

1821 (March 28^. — Died, at Widdrington, in Northumberland, 
'Mr. Robt. Reed^ aged 67 years. He was well known for his know- 
ledge and management of bees, in which he took great delight. He 
several times eimibited a swarm suspended from his hand on the 
market days at Morpeth and Alnwick, as well as at other places. 

This month, the lower part of the horn of a deer, of extraordi- 
pary size, was dug up in the pounds at Campville, South Preston, 
near Tynemouth. Mr. Fenwick, the proprietor, had ordered a well 
to be filled up, first removing the walling stones. Considerably in 
the earth, near the stones, the remains of this laree antler were 
found, in the north-east angle of the Roman camp, cculed in Brtmd^ 
** Blake Chesters^ and referred to by Camden as one of the oblong 
squares (Blake Chesters being the principal) running in a zigzag di- 
rection from Segedunum (Wulsend) to Tynemouth. Sacrifices of 
wild animals to the Gods were frequently made in those stations ; 
and some faint tradition yet remains of a temple to Diana, or some 
heathen Deity, having stood at Middle Chirton, the western side 
of this canip or chain of forts. The head of an ancient spear had 
been dug up in the same site. 

April 4. — The foundation stone of a new subscription library was 
laid on the site of the old gaol, in the city of Durham, on which 
occasion Dr. Fenwick delivered a suitable address to the company 
assembled. 

April 25. — The foundation stone of a new place of worship, for 
the Protestant dissenters of the Baptist persuasion, was laid in 
Barrington-street, South Shields, when an appropriate and impres- 
sive discourse was delivered by the Rev. John Winter, founded on 
the middle clause of the 5th verse of the 20th Psalm. 

May 16. — The building a stone bridge, at the expense of the 
duke of Northumberland, over the river Alne, near Alnwick Ab- 
bey, was begun. This was a great public accommodation, as the 
ford there was often very dangerous to pass. 

May 23. — The foundations of a new chapel, to be built by sub- 
scription, began to be dug out at Nether Heworth, in the county 
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of Durham, the first stone of which» inqlosbg ap appropriate in- 
scription on copper^ wad laid on the following day. This chapel 
was opened for divine worship on the 5th of Msj, IS22. On &q 
27 th of September, 1808, half an acre which had been added to thia 
cbapel yard| was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, See 
March 21st, 1766. voL t. page 237. 

1821 fJune 2^.— About two o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in the barn, thrashing-machine, and straw house, belonging to 
John Russell, esq. of Heworth, and before the progress of the dames 
could be stopped, the machinery, roofs, and interior of the houses 
were consumed^ 

Jufy I* — Died, at the Moor-houses, in Northumberland, Ann 
Rule, single-woman, afi;ed 100 years. 

•/tfi^ 7.— John, Lord Eldon, lord high chancellor of Ensland, waa 
created an earl by the stile of Viscount Encombe and Earl of Eldon* 

Jufy 9, — An explosion took place in Rainton North Fit, when, 
one man lost his life. 

Same day, an explosion took place in Coxlodge colliery, by which 
one man Ipst bis liie< 

Jitiy 10. — During the preparations in Newcastle, for the cele- 
bration of the coronation, the workmen, on breaking the pavement 
on the Sandhill, for a foundation for the temporary wine pant, dis- 
covered a laree stone with an iron ring, to which formerly bulls had 
been fastened for that cruel torture, bull-baiting. See January 2lei 
and 25th, 1768, voL u 265. This must have been a second bull- 
ring, as one was removed by order of the magistrates a few days 
after the latter period. 

Jufy 12. — The workmen employed in converting Gunner-tower 
(part of the town's wall, Newcastle), near the Forth-lane, into a 
ball, for the incorporated company of slaters and tylers, found a 
large quantity of shillings and sixpences of the coinage of Edward I. 

Jufy 15^Died, Mr. William Cant, master of the Blue Bell, 
head of the side, Newcastle, aged 70 years, formerly piper to the 
Northumberland militia. He was an excellent performer on the 
▼iolin and the Northumberlandpipes, and, like his great predeces* 
sors on the latter instrument, Turnbull, Gilley, old Lamshaw, and 
Peacod^ he kept up the ancient tunes, with ajl their charming lilta 
and paus^ unspoiled by the fnodem impraifers of music, with their 
** idiot note9 impertinently long." He played " his native wood 
notes wil.dj" such as pleased die ears of the yeomanry of old at 
Otterbum, Hedgeley Moor, and floddon Field, and 

*< When e'er hia pipe did silence break, 
You'd thought the instrument would speak.'* 

Jufy 19. — The day of the coronation of his majesty Geor^ IV. 
at Westminster, was observed in Newcastle with great rejoicings. 
The large fire places, or rather double furnaces, between which, 
the two oxen intended for public distribution were to be roasted, 
the immense spits, cranes, scaffolding, &c were completed in the' 
eady par^ of the week, and became objects of curious inspectipn ; 
oiie wila filaced in the centre of the Spital— the other,' artHe foot 
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of the Old Flesh Market ; near each of them was a wooden pant or 
fountain, to run beer. In the centre of the Sandhill was another 
temporary, but larger fountain, to run wine. About two o'clock 
on Uie morning, the fires were lighted, and the roasting of the 
oxen commenced, and from that hour the streets became crowded 
with people. Numbers had arrived from the country the evening 
before, but on Thursday morning, the day heme auspiciously fioe, 
they poured into the town by thousands in all sorts of vehicles. 
Never did the streets of Newcastle exhibit such a congr^ted 
mass. At six o'clock on the morning the guns from the castle an- 
nounced, by a royal salute, that the rejoicings had commenced; 
the flag was hoisted, and the ships displayed their colours, and the 
bells of the several churches rang their merry peals. About nine 
o'clock all was anxious expectation to witness the boat race from 
Walker's Quay to Tjrne Bridge, for the following prizes, which had 
been announced a few days previous by bills, viz. :— For the first 
boat six sovereigns; second boat three ditto; third boat two ditto; 
and the fourth boat one ditto, given by the corporation ; in addi- 
tion to which, the Trinity-house was to present the first boat with 
an elegant 

BLUB SILK FLAO, 




on which was gilt a crown and suitable inscription. This flag was 
the great object of ambition to the competitors, and for which 
thirteen boats had entered. In consequence of a dispute, th^ 
prizes were not adjudged until the competitors again tried theif 
skill on August 1st (the anniversary of the battle of the Nile)) 
when the fl^ was won by the Laurel Leaf, belonging to Stella. 
At half-past nine o'clock, the mayor, recorder, aldermen, sheriC 
and common councU, met, and voted an address to his majesty; 
after which, the mayor, George Forster, esq., was invested withs 
gold chain and mewlion, which had been voted at a former cons' 
mon council, and which was to be worn by all the future chief 
magistrates of that town. At half-past ten o'clock, the mayor and 
corporation, preceded by a band of music, and followed by a num- 
ber of gentlemeni walked in procession to St. Nicholas cfaurchf 
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where an appropriate lenDon wai preached by the Rev. Jflhn 
Smith, M. A, vicar, from 1st Kings, 1st du^. S9lh vene. Before 
the return of the magistracy, Ac. from church, innnense crowds 
fasd assembled at the places which were to be the scenes of expec- 
ted festirily, partictdirtj the Sandhill, in the centre of which stood 



THE Wim FAMT) 

vbich was a neat erec^un of. wood, twelve feet high, painted to 
resemble stone, and surmounted by a cupola, copper bronze, on 
the top of which, was a full sized imperial crown, encircling a cap 
of state of crimson velvet, turned up with ermine. At the bottom 
of this roof was a ledge, below whicn was " G. IIIL R.," in gilt let- 
ters, and beneath this was a very neat painting of the arms of the 
town. On the return of the msgistrates. Sec, to the Sandhill, it was 
found utterly impossible to approach the pant, they therefore pro- 
ceeded to the Town Court, when having come forward to the great 
window, they drunk his majestr's health, which was followed by a 
royal salute from the guns on tne castle, and repeated peals of bells 
&ofn the churches. At the same moment the pant began to run 
wiDef when an almost indescribable scene of uproarious confusion 
commenced. Durine the struggles to obtain a part of the wine, a 
man got upon the tub, and seizmg the spout, clung to it until his 
clothes were literally torn from his body.* He was useful In hand- 
ins the liquor to oUiers, particularly Uiose on the ledge, who bf 
tfau time amounted to about eight, but two or three of them having 

« Mr. Pnier, the artist, of Newcastle, punted s picture dT thliludicnas 
K«e> After btiogsxhilated in Londao, it wti puichised b* the conni^tHKi 
•fHewcastie,fe £• purpose of deoonting the wbUs of the Huukon-houM^ 
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made too ftee with the ** rosy god,'* fell to the ground, a height 
of nine feet, one of them being severely hwt. Afler running up- 
wards of an hour, the wine ceased to flow, when, having nothing to 
attract their attention, the mob began to throw about the pots, 
soaked hats, caps, &c., to the no small annoyance of the peaceablv 
inclined inhabitants. The top of the Court was crowded with 
people, as was every window on the Sandhill. Many houses had a 
Kind of gallery erected on their tops with seats for the accommo- 
dation of ladies and gentlemen. Tlie pant was totally torn down, 
and a great part of it carried away by the mob. During the time 
of the exhibition on the Sandhill, the ox at the bottom of the Old 
Flesh Market was taken from the fire, by means of a crane, to a 
stage erected for the purpose, and four butchers ascended the plat- 
form to cut it in pieces for distribution. As they cut the pieces, 
they threw them amongst the crowd, who, in return, pelted the 
butchers with the pieces of meat and bones, until they drove them 
from the stage. The remains of the ox were then taken possesaion 
of, and soon distributed ; and the chain of the crane having been 
broken in an attempt to pull the stage up with it, it was &steiied 
to part of the skeleton of the animal, which was then dragged 
through the streets to the Sandhill. The furnace was then partly 
pulled to pieces ; and fragments of meat, and even brick bats, began 
to fly in all directions, many persons receiving bruises. The proces- 
sion of mail coaches passing at the time, was shamefully pelted, and 
one of the men much hurt. The distribution of the ox at the Spital 
was attended with similar circumstances ; the butchers, &c^ were 
speedily driven from the stage, and the skeleton taken possession 
of and dragged to the Sandhill. The ale kept running from the 
pants in the Old Flesh Market and the Spital till near three o'clock, 
when the pants were demolished. By this time the crowd was at- 
tracted to the town-moor to witness the race for the gold cup, and 
the streets were soon quiet. This was a fortunate circumstance, for 
had there been no such object, it is most probable that the peace of 
the town would not have been so soon restored. As it was, on their 
return from the town-moor, the mob assailed the remains of the 
temporary erections in the Flesh Market and the Spital, and carried 
off the planks and all the iron in their power. At ten o'clock, 
further demolition was stopped by the police. There was a pant 
also ran beer at the Milk-market, Sandgate, which was chiefly oc- 
cupied by women and children. The inmates of the corporation 
hospitals received five shillings each from that body, and nve shil- 
lings more from the members for the town. The prisoners in the 
gaol and house of correction received five shillings each. The 
children of the endowed charity schools of the four parishes were 
provided with a substantial dinner, as were the inmates of the poor 
nouses. There were grand dinners at the Mansion-house and 
Trinity-house. At the Assembly Rooms was a ball ; and the pit 
and ^lery of the Theatre were opened to the free burgesses, 
gratis, on the invitation of the mayor by a bill* In the forenoon 
there was a grand military review on the town-moor. In the 
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evening Sir Robert Shafto Hawks had a very tasteful illumination 
on the outside of his house in Clavering-placey which was repeated 
the following evening. At Gateshead the rejoicings commenced 
at six o'clock on the moming, by the bells nnging a merry peal, 
which, with the firing of guns at the factory of Messrs. Hawks, 
continued at intervals. At nine o'clock the children of St. Ed- 
mmid's chapel school^ to the number of 340, assembled in the rec- 
tory garden, and received each a sixpence of the new coinage, a 
glass of wine, and a cake, and a copy of our natioiiad an£em, 
^ Cfcd Moe l&e SSng^* which they sung with enthusiasm. The 
money was subscribed by the members of the school committee. 
A subscription was also entered into by the inhabitants of Gates- 
head, which was distributed among the poor, and a plentiful dinner 
given to the inmates of the poor-house. Much private charity was 
diqiensed* See a detailed aooaurU of the proceedinffs in NeweaUk 
emd Gaie t hea d j pMisked by John Sykes. 

Amongst the rejoicings at Durham on account of the coronation, 
A small ox was roasted at the head of Old Elvet, the gift of Lord 
Stewart, now marquis of Londondery. It was soon cut in pieces, 
which, together with a quantity of bread, were thrown indiscri- 
minately at the public ; but no sooner was this done, than the popu- 
lace immediately commenced pelting with it those on the platform, 
ao that his lordship's generosity on tins occasion was literally threwn 
away. Several barrels of ale were also given away, which added 
oonsidenibly to the tumult and confusion. 

At North Shields a quantity of meat and bread was distributed 
to the public in a manner highly commendable. Several tables 
were set out in the market-place, and a loaf of bread, and two 
pounds of meat on a cabbage leaf, with fourpence to purchase ale, 
were given to such poor persons as had produced tickets for them. 
1821 (Jtdy 26y/.— -About eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the soap- 
house belonging to Anthony Clapham and Co., at the Ouseburn, near 
Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire, and in a few minutes the 
flanfes blazed with great fury, and threatened the most tremendous 
consequences. The assistance of the workmen from the neigh- 
bouring manufactories was immediately volunteered, by whose 
exertions, with the assistance of the fire-engines, the destructive 
element was in a short time overcome. It originated in, and was 
confined to, that part of the building exclusively appropriated to 
the preparation of alkalies, the timbers and flooring of which were 
exceedmgly dry, from the heat of the process, and the long contin- 
ued drjrness of the weather. 

August 9. — About one o'clock on tlie morning, a destructive 
.fire broke out in that part of the premises occupied by the North- 
umberiand Glass Company, which fronted the Close, Newcastle ; 
and such was the violence of the flames, and the rapidity with 
which Uiey spread, that at two o'clock the greater part of the pre- 
mises was in a complete blaze, and, in defiance of all efforts, that 
▼ery extensive estiJblishment, with the warehouses, and the greater 
|nrt cf the superb stock, fell a prey to the flames. The omy part 
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left Btanding was the cane, containing the fuRiace» adjoining the 
river Tyne. Some adjoining dweUing-houaeSy inhabited by laboww 
ing peoi^ey were involved in the calami^, several families having 
nearly lost their all. Great £ears were entertained for the safety of 
the soap manufactory (which at one time was on fire)» belonging to 
Messrs. DouUeday and Co, adjoining to the Glass-house on the 
west side, but a strong west wind carried the flames in an opposite 
direction. The Mansion-house and Messrs. Doobleday and Co.*b 
counting-house being on the east side, and nearly adjoining the 
Glass-house, were in imminent dai^ger from the flames and heavr 
showers of sparks which were carried to diem by the wind. An^ 
to add to the danger, several hundreds of barrels of rosin w^e lying 
in an open yard dose to the Mansion-house ; on them the sparks 
fell thick and ftst, but fortunately they did not take fire, thoa^ 
to prevent such a catastrophe, men were placed on the watch with 
buckets of water, and many of the casks were removed into the 
street. By great exertions the fire was confined to the glass-house 
premises, and about half-past five o'clock was got n^riy under» 
though some of the ruins continued to bum during the day. 

1821 j^Sqd. 10;^-^ohn Wilkmson and William Surtees Hethev* 
ington, tor robbing Mr. William Nesbit, farmer, of Long Benton, on 
Benton Bank, on liis return from Newcastle in the evening of the 
preceding 7th of April, were executed at Morpeth, pursuant to 
their sentence. They were taken from the gaol to the place of 
execution in a post-chaise, preceded by a band of singers. On 
their arrival at the fatal i^t (a little below the east end of the 
town), they ascended the scaffold with firmness, when Uiey joined 
in prayer with the clergyman, and seemed very penitent. They 
were then launched into eternity, and, after hsinging the usual 
time, their bodies were given to their friends. Portraits of these 
characters were sketched while upon their trials, by Mr. Parker, 
of Newcastle, and also etched by that artist. 

September 28<— Died, at South Shields, aged 70 years, Mr. 
William Wouldhave, a native of North Shields, who had been 
many years clerk of St. Hilda's chapel, in South ShieMs. Mr. 
Wouldhave was distinguished for his eccentricity of manners, end 
a peculiarly inventive genius. He is said by some to have been 
the original inventor of the Life Boat, yet was suffered to die poor 
and neglected. The figure of his proposed Life Boat is out open 
his tomb-stone, and his model of it is suspended to the chain of the 
chandelier In St. Hilda's chapel. He constructed various curious 
instruments, amongst which were an organ, a dock, and an elee* 
trical machine. 

Sqfteittber 28.— Died, in the Dog Bank, Newcastle, Barbara 
Humble, in her 101st year. 

Sqfimtber. — The Literary and Philosophical Society of New- 
castle received from Thomas Coates, esq^ of Haydon-bridbe, m 
Northumberland, who had returned overlmd fixMn India, the vsr 
luaUe present of a very fine Egyptian nuouny, in perfect preset^ 
vatioD, and of great beauty. During a visit which Mr. C. paid Is 
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GmmofD, liie burial-plMe of ancient Thebeib in Upper Egjmt, tlie 
nnnnmjr was dug from ito aapuldire by an old Arab. Of bim he 
procored it, and brought it hiinaelf to England. When receiyed» 
It wag in the origiiial case or coffio» on the lid of which is carved 
a Tery b cauti fid femde fiice. 

Iffil ^iS9iL>— This months the lonl bishop of Durham (Bar^ 
rinflton) presented an elegant portrait of himself to the Newcastle 
Inmmaiy. It is placed at the east end of the hall of that institu- 
tion, between the portraits of bishop Butler and bishop Benson. 
The west end is decorated with the portraits of Sir Walter Black- 
ett» barL, br Reynolds; Matthew Ridley, esq^ by Webb; and 
William In^am, esq^ by Nichi^son. 

Otkbet 1— The Clergy Jubilee school, on the east side of the 
Carliol Croft, Newcastle, which was erected in commemoration of 
the badiop of Durham attaining the 50tb year of his prelacy, was 
opened lor instruction, and a number of scholars admitted. The 
Ker. fifr. Vicar, Rev. Mr. Moises, Rev. Mr. Parkin, and the Rer. 
Mr. Griffith, attended to take the admissions ; and the children 
beiBg all neatly attired, and accompanied by their parents, the 
ai^^t was truly gratifying. The funds not being sufficient to carry 
the purpose of die subscribers into full effect, the girls and boys 
belonging to the old*established Free Schools of St Nicholas* p»- 
ridi were removed to the new school, and the whole are now taught 
on Dr. Bell's plan, by one master and mistress. 

Oekber 17.^The foundation of a New SeaU Church for the 
congrega t ion of the Rev. John Smellie, was laid in a suitable piece 
of ground, at the western extremity of Northumberland-court, to 
front into Bhickett-Btreet. May 17th, it was opened for divine 
service, when an impressive sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
Hodgson, of Blantyre, in Scotland. As this chapel was not in line 
with Bkickett<treet, the original brick front was taken down in the 
year 1626, and a stone front with pinnacles erected to line widi the 



Oektet 16^-^Lambton-park rsces were fiiat established by John 
Geoi^ge Lambton, esq. (now Lord Durham), at his seat near Chea* 
ter-le-street« 

Ottaber \%*^A. serious accident happened at Nesham's colliery, 
at Newbottle, on the river Wear. One of die brattices erected to 
dose up an old woricing, having been broken into to obtain more 
air, a current of choke-damp issued irom the perforation, which 
proved fiital to six of the workmen. 

OeioUr 1K..-A dreadful explosion took place in WallVEnd 
ocdliery (Russell's), by which mty-two mexk lost their lives. The 
explosion shook the ground like an earthquake, and made the fur- 
niture dance in the smrrounding houses. This alarming the neigh- 
boufhood, the friends and rektives hurried to the spot, when a 
heart-rending scene of distress ensued. The greatest exertions 
were instantiy made by Mr. Buddie, the viewer, who as woaa as it 
wasimotKaUe, descended widi his assistants, when a most me- 
iancnoly scene pcesented itself At the time of the explosion thero 
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were fifty-*6ix men in the pit, of which number fbor only ■nn r iv ed. 
The bodies of the deceased were most dreadfully scorched) and 
many of them most strangely distorted* Forty-six of the bodies 
were buried at WaU's-Ena, fourteen of whom, being relations* were 
buried in one grave ; some of the remainder were buried at the 
Ballast-hills, and some at WaU*s-End old church, amidst sorrowing 
spectators. 

1821 (OeL 2S^«— An explosion took place in Felling colliery, 
by which six human beings were deprived of existence. 

November 30. — At night, a tremendous gale commenced at 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which committed great ravages. 
About three o'clock on the following morning, the chinmey of a 
house in Johnson's chare, in Sandsate, Newcastle, fell through the 
roof, and a poor old widow, named Elizabeth Robson, 86 years of 
age, was killed in her bed, by the end of a broken beam nlling on 
her neck. A little boy, her grandson, who lay in the same bed, 
was happily rescued without injury. Great damage was done in 
the lower part of the town, as appeared by the quantities of broken 
bricks and tiles that were lying about the streets and lanes in every 
direction. One of the wands of St Ann's mill was broken, and 
the paling of the miller's garden thrown down. The walls of two 
new houses building in Bridge-street, opposite Higham-place, were 
blown down, a great part of which fell inwards upon the joists 
which were broken to pieces, and the whole exhibited a heap of 
•ruins. In the garden of Hugh Harrison, esq., on the Leazes, several 
yards of wall, with rails on the top, were blown over. The Me- 
thodist chapel at Kenton, which was used as a school, had the roof 
blown off, and two of tlie wmdows blown in. In Gateshead, part 
of the front of a house fell into the street with great violence. A 
stack of chimnies fell and broke through the roof of Mrs. Ludlow's 
house, in the Back-lane, and lodged in the garret, which was for- 
tunately boajrded, or the Misses Ludlow, who slept in the room 
beneath, would probably have been killckl. A window in Mr. 
Price*s glass manufactory, fronting the river, was blown in entirely, 
and forced to the further end of die apartment. By the violence 
of the hurricane much other damage was done. 

December 4^ — At a numerous meeting of the Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society of Newcastle, Dr. ClannV) of Sunderland, pre- 
sented for the purpose of being preserved in their repository, the 
original safetjr lamp, as it is described in the Traneacikme of the 
Society of ArtSf for 181S, and which first called the attention of 
philosophers, and of the proprietors of coal mines, to the subject 

December 10^ — ^At the anniversary of the Royal Academy, the 
silver medal, with the Discourses of Barry, Opie, and Fuseli, w^e 
presented to Mr. Andrew Morton, a native of Newcastle, for the 
best copy in the school of painting, from a <' Madana and CkiU," 
by Raphael. 

December 20. — A spacious and neat chapel built by the congre- 
gation under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Israel ^^^nus was 
^opened for public worship at Lowidc, in Northumberhmd. lliis is 
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one of the most ancient, if not the first presb jterian congregation^ 
that waa established in the north of £ngland* It was originally 
formed by the Rev. Luke Ogle, minister of Berwick, who, having 
resetted his charge there in 1661, in consequence of the act of urn* 
fomiity, retired to his paternal estate at Bowsdon. His excellent 
character brought many to hear his ministrations privately ; after- 
wards a chapel was bout near to where Barmoor castle now stands. 
The congregation increasing, a large one was built at Lowick, about 
die year 1741, which fidling to d«cay» this chapel was erected for 
the accommodation of that society. 

1821 (Dee. 2S>.»Died, at Gateshead, aged 64 years, Mrs. Fran- 
ces Elisabeth King, relict of the Rev. Ricburd King, M. A., rector 
of Worthen, Salop, and of Steeple Mordon, in Cambridgeshire, and 
third daughter of the late Sir Frands Bernard, hart. This lady 
was the authoress of several useful and popular works ; inpartica^ 
lar ^The Bmefiewl EffkeH cfihe ChrMan Temper an Ametiic 
Happvuur^^FemakSMptureCharaeiars" ** The Eedmr's Memo^ 
Ttmdum Booky'' and a << Tour in France, in 1802." Mrs. King had 
been during her residence in Gateshead, most actively employed in 
visiting and relieving the sick and necessitous poor, havim^ establish- 
ed two societies for that purpose ; she also rounded and supported 
at her own expense, a Sunday sdiool, at St. Edmund's dii^iel, for 
educating poor children in diristian principles. Upon the death 
of her husband in 1610, Mrs. King retired to Gateshead, near the 
residence of her two married daughters (Mrs. CoUinson, rectory, 
Gateshead, and Mrs. Baker, rectory, Whitburn). 

Same day, and only two or three hours after Mrs. King, died at 
Usworth-house, aged 70 years, Mrs. Peareth. This is the more 
renairkable, as this lady was the coadjutor of Mrs. King, in acts of 
6bmty and benevolence. 

This year an act of parliament was obtained <*for making 
and maintaining a Railway or Tramroad, from the river Tees at 
Stockton to Witton-park colliery, with several branches therefrom, 
all in the county of Durham." 

1822 ('Jan. 1^.— The town of Berwick, was first lighted with 
gas, under the direction and superintendence of Mr. Joseph Glynn, 
of Newcastle. 

Jamtuuy S.^ A most destructive fire took place at Seaton Dela- 
val, which in a few hours consumed the mansion-house, which for 
grandeur and magnificence was equal to any in the North of Eng- 
land* The two wings, one of which comprised a large and raadous 
kitchoi, with various other apartments ; the other a totutiful stable, 
in a s^le of princely magnificence, were happily saved by the great 
and active exertions used in making a separation between them and 
the bouse. The fire originated by a fira having -been lighted in a 
room that had not been occupied for some time, and in the chim- 
ney a number of jadcdaws nad built their nests ; these took fire 
and communicated to a beun that supported the roof. The flames 
bant with sudi fbry as to bid defiaiure to all human effiirts. The 
^asa in the windows by the intense heat was reduced to a liqjwl 
state» and the lead on the roof poured down like water. Tbk 



144 HI8TOBICAL RBGI8TKR OF [a. D. 162S* 

tasteful mansion was built abovt the beginmng of the 18di centorf, 
by Sir John Yaaburgh. See May ^tky 1752, voLupage 202. 

1822 (Jan* 21^i^-Aboat five o'dock in the evening, an explo- 
sion of gas took place in the diop of Mr. Simpson, grocer, Quar* 
side, Newcastle, occasioned by a candle having been imprndenuy 
held near the connecting mpe, which had been injured as was siq>* 
posed by rats. The diocK was very great, and borst the oawuber^ 
tmder which the pipe was placed, into qjUnten, fiiroed twenty^ 
squares of glass from the windows and considerably shodc &e nd- 
joming premises. * Mr. Simpson, his boy, and hDOorer, weve att 
thrown down by the shock. 

January 22.-— As James Miller, the Warkworth carrier, was 
coming into Newcastle, seated upon the fore part of his cart, he 
was. shot dead by a mudcet ball, which entered his head at the 
ri^t temple, and traversing the brain, was extracted from within 
the skin behind the left ear. Three young men were that momiDg 
amifstR^ themselves by shooting at a taiget placed agiunst the cot- 
side of the west wall of the b^-park, on nie Town-moor, and it 
^>peared that a shot had been fired which had gone over tiie waU, 
nmged the park from west to east, and crossing the tunq>ike, had 
atmck the muortunate man, who, in a few minutes afber, was Ibund 
dead on the road, he having fidlen from his seat. Afler a patient 
investigation of all the drcumstances, the jury returned a verdict 
itf manslaughter against Mr. Thomas Burnet, who had been airam 
to as one of the party. At the assises die jury confirmed the verdict 
of the inquest, and Mr. Justice Bailey condemned in very aevere 
terms the too frequent practice of firing near public highways, 
thereby enda^ering the lives of his majes^'s subjects. Aa ^is 
practice was ifiegal, he enjoined the magistrates and police to be 
very visilant in bringing such offenders to justice. From die re- 
spectability of the genUemen who were called to sp^ to Mr. B*s 
character, he was discharged on entering into recognizances^ lam- 
self in £100., and four sureties of £50. each for his appearance at 
the next assizes, then to receive the judgment of the court. He 
was brought up at the next assizes, and mied £10. 

Febr u ary 2.— A most tempestuous wind, accompanied widi 
heavy rain, beean to blow from the south-west, and continued with 
little intermission till the morning of the following day, when it 
abated. The rain caused a considerBble flood in the rivers Tyne, 
Wear, and Tees. At Newcastle, die fury of the wind drofe the 
water forward with extraordinary violence, particularly against the 
bridge over which the spray was carried to a mat distance. The 
low lands to the wes tw a r d were all flooded. Near Shields, James 
Watson, a wherrjrman, was washed out of a boat and drowned, 
leaving a wife and family. A sailor, belonging to the Hope, of 
North Shields, fell out of a sculler boat, in trying to dear it from 
a hawser, on which it had been driven mid was lost. Anodier boat 
was upset, but the persons idxMurd of it were all fortimately saved. 
At Sundailand mudi damage was done by the falling of dumnejrs, 
also to the roofs of houses. Many ships and keds in the river 
were driven firom diefar mooriags and much injured by the -'^^- 
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of the galey but no lives were lost At Chester-Ie-street the Wear 
was so swelled by the rains, that it extended above the arch of the 
new bridge, which is more than a quarter of a mile from the chan« 
nel of the river ; the whole intermediate space was a complete sheet 
of water, b^ which much injury was sustained. At Durham, a 
stack of chunneys on the house o£ Miss Wharton, of the North 
Bmley, was blown down, and fell through the roof into a room of 
the upper story, in which were two servant maids, who had a most 
providential escape from destruction. On hetfinff a loud rumbling 
noise, they rushed into a comer of the room, and a moment after- 
wards the chimney fell through the ceiling on the floor, at a few 
inches from the side of a bed where one of them had been sitting^ 
In Claypath, a nail manufacturer was at work, and another man was 
ntting beside him, both at about a yard's distance from the gable 
end, which was blown down, but luckily it fell outwards. Much 
other damase was doqe to roofs of houses, &c It was supposed that 
the river l^i^ar rose twelve feet above its ordinary height ; its banks 
were overflowed, and the low lands completely inundated. Two 
horses and a cow were seen floating down that river. Great da- 
mage was done upon the river Tees, particularly at Yarm. 

1822 (FA. 15;.— Died, at Blaydon, Mr. J. Morrismi, aged 104 
years. 

February 28.— Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Esther Marshall, 
aged 100 years. 

March 3. — A new chapel for the Primitive Methodists or 
Ranters, was opened for divine service at Darlington, when up- 
wards of 1,000 persons attended, and a collection was made towards 
the expense of the building, the foundation of which was laid 
October 16th, 1821, when a sermon was preached on the occa- 
sion. 

March 5.— Died, at South Shields, Mrs. M. Stanton, aged 101 
years. 

March 7^*-A dreadful fire broke out in the earthenware manu- 
factory of Mr. Wood, at Heworth Shore, near Gateshead, and in spite 
of the utmost exertions, the whole fabric, excepting Mr. Wood's 
dwelling-house, was reduced to ashes. Several cottages surround- 
ing the pottery were also burnt down, and great loss of furniture 
was sustained by the poor inmates. 

March 18. — Henry Anderson, a pitman, of Old Painsher, was 
executed at Durham, pursuant to his sentence, for a rape on Sarah 
Armstrong. At the fatal tree he addressed die spectators. The 
wahmpy culprit was a married man, but separated from his wife. 

March 20. — Mark Lawson, and William Currie, were executed 
in fi-ont of the Gaol Quay, at Morpeth, pursuant to their sentences;^ 
for robbing Henry Thompson, upon the highway between Morpeth 
and Newcastle, on the 7tn of the preceding November. They ad- 
dressed the spectators, admitting the justice of their sentences. 
Their bodies, after hanging the usual time, were cut down and de- 
livered to their friends, wno conveyed them to Alnwick, their na- 
tive place, for interment. Portraits of these characters were 
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sketched whilst upon their trials by Mr. Parker, of Newcastle, and 
etched by that artist. 

1822 f March 23;.— The Northumberland, Durham, and New- 
castle, Infirmary for Diseases of the Eye, was first opened in 
Brunswick-place, Northumberland-street, Newcastle, but afterwards 
removed to Bond-street (now Prudhoe-street), the utility of this 
institution is evinced by the number of applications for relief, upwards 
of 7024 having been admitted from its first establishment to March 
1831. Consulting^ Physician, Dr. Headlam ; Surgeons, Mr. T. 
M. Greenhow and Mr. John Fife ; Matron, Mrs. Margaret Scott. 

March 28. — Died, at Ritton, Northumberland, Mr. Samuel 
George, aged 100 years. It is remarkable, that afWr eight years 
total blindness, he recovered and enjoyed his sight for six years 
previous to his death. 

This month, while Mr. Carr was ploughing in a field in front 
of Stagshaw House, near Corbridge, he encountered a lai^e fiat 
square stone, which, on being removed, was found to cover the 
mouth of a cavern about four feet deep, three feet long, and two 
feet and a half wide, cut in the native rock. This rude tomb en- 
closed a small antique um, composed of clay and sand, uncovered 
and coarsely ornamented ; it contained a few ordinary 8i2ed teeth, 
in perfect preservation ; the mouldering remains of a skull ; a 
small heart-shaped amulet of grey slatey stone, perforated for bus- 
pension ; and a tongue-shaped piece of flmt, probably an arrow-head. 
.There was no inscription on the stones ; no coins were found, nor 
any means of ascertaining the date. A neighbouring farm-house 
retains the name of " The Chantry ;** whether in any way con- 
nected with these remains did not appear. 

April 6. — George Wilson, the celebrated pedestrian of New- 
castle, then in his 56th year, commenced the performance which 
he had previously announced, viz. — to walk 90 miles in 24 succes- 
sive hours, on the town-moor at that place. The spot selected was 
half-a-mile on the east side of the race ground. He started at 
twelve o'clock at noon, and concluded his laborious task ten minutes 
before twelve o'clock on the following day, notwithstanding the 
night was stormy, and showers of sleet, rain and hail, rendered tlie 
ground very slippery. At the conclusion of the feat, the pedestrian 
carried the box himself among the assembled crowd to receive the 
gifts of his friends. He was brought into Newcastle in a chaise 
and four, at the expense of one of his patrons, with colours flying, 
and the bells greeted his achievement with several merry peals. 
See April IGth, 1813, page 72. 

May 7. — The first stone of the New Jerusalem Temple, in Percy- 
street, Newcastle, was laid in due order. The Rev. James Brad- 
ley, the minister, afler giving a general statement of their doctrines, 
performed the usual ceremony ; then, standing upon the stone, offer- 
ed up a prayer that the undertaking might be crowned with success. 
The names of the subscribers, and a record of the object of the 
building, hermetically sealed in a glass phial, were deposited in the 
foundation stone. February 16th, 1823, it was opened for divine 



A. D. 1822.] REMARKABLE EVENTS. 147 

worship, when the Rev. S. Noble, of London, delivered three im- 
pressiive discourses, illustrative of the doctrines of that church. 

1822 (May 16^. — Mr. Kent exhibited his marine velocipede upon 
the river Tyne. Being ascension day, and the weather very fine, he 
fired his musket, and performed a variety of evolutions with much 
ease and dexterity, to the great delight of a large concourse of 
spectators. June 3d, Mr. Kent exhibited his apparatus at Sunder- 
land, to at least 20,000 spectators. 

May 24. — The Northumberland flax-milT, at the Ousebum, 
near Newcastle, belonging to Messrs. Clarke, Plummer and Co., 
was discovered to be on fire, supposed to have arisen from a 
flake of soot flying out of the engme chimney into an open win- 
dow in a garret, where fiax and tow were deposited, which took 
fire, and were instantly consumed. The manufactured goods in the 
rooms below were saved, but the flames were not got under until 
the reeline-room and the machinery therein, with the floors of the 
garret and store-room were entirely burnt. 

Same day, an act for building a new gaol and house of correction 
in Newcastle, and another act for facilitating the collection of cer- 
tain tolls payable to the mayor and burgesses of the the same place, 
received the royal assent. 

May 25.— A bull was baited at Cullercoats Sands, near Tynemouth. 

May 28. — A bull was baited at Sunderland, when a poor man, 
named Simon Thornton was thrown down by the crowd, and had 
his leg broken, of which he afterwards died. Several bull baitings 
had recently taken place at Sunderland. When will this cruel tor- 
ture cease ? Is there no punishment for wanton cruelty ? If so, 
where are the magistrates ? Such exhibitions are the disgrace of 
the vulgar, and are indications of a barbarous spirit which can only 
be eradicated by knowledge which rouses the finer feelings, and in- 
stils a sense of duty to every animated being. 

May 29. — A fire broke out in the Sunderland brewery, belong- 
ing to Messrs. Fenwick and Co., which threatened destruction to 
the building and the neighbouring houses. However, by timely 
assistance it was got under, but with considerable damage to the 
interior of the building, and the property therein. 

May SI. — In consequence of information to the excise officers 
of Newcastle, an illicit distillery was discovered in the waste of an 
old coal mine, in a field near Fenham Hall, adjoining the Town- 
moor. The mine appeared to be one of the most ancient in that 
part of the country, and was surrounded by furze and underwood. 
At the bottom of the shaft, which was gained by a gradual descent 
of several yards, was a small aperture like the mouth of an oven, 
which could only be entered by crawling ; this led to a large apart- 
ment in the mine, wherein were found two stills, with about 200 
gallons of wash, and a complete distillery apparatus, valued in all 
at about £50. It appeared to have been abruptly abandoned for 
fear of detection. A long chimney, built with brick, conveyed the ' 
smoke into the old workings, whence the neighbouring pits had a 
draught. The coal of the mine supplied the fuel necessary for the 
work ; water was also found upon the spot As soon as the discovery 



146 HISTORIGAL RIOI8TER OV [A. D. 1S2SL 

was known, hundreds of persons visited the place, many c€ 
whom were induced to explore << 7%s Smuggler m HoU^ as it was 
now called, and some who ventured into it had to stay much longer 
than they calculated on. Ahout four o'clock on the morning of 
the 6th of June, three young men, to gratify their curiosity, ven- 
tured in about a mile, it was supposed, from the entrance. They 
had provided themselves with candles, which they considered suf- 
ficient for their nurpose ; they had, however, proceeded too &r, and 
not having mancea their way, were unable to retrace their steps, 
and their candles being nearly consumed, they were reduced to 
the necessity of making a fire with a hammer handle (which they 
had with them for the purpose of knoddns; off petrifactions) and 
some pieces of coal which they found in me place. As the day 
advanced their friends became alarmed for their safetv, and about 
twelve o'clock, some pitmen coming to the place, kindly offered 
their assistance, and, after some time, found the young men, who 
had been listening with much anxiety to hear the approach of any 
deliverer. They had not followed these friendly men fiu*, when 
he who carried the candle stumbled, and they were again in total 
darkness ; and such was the difficulty of their situation, that even 
with these experienced guides, they were obliged to continue in 
this drearv cavern sever^ hours lonser, when other two pitmen 
proceeded in, and extricated the whole about half-past four o'clock 
m the afternoon, the young men having been under ground with- 
out any food upwards of twelve hours. The roof ana floor of the 
cavity were covered with very curious petrifactions, called stalac- 
tites, formed by the drippings of water. Several other persons 
were liberated by pitmen, so that it became necessary to build up 
the aperture ; but such was the curiosi^ of the public, that the 
mason work was soon demolished. 

1822 (June 6J^ — ^Died, at the Grove, near Durham, in his 64th 
year, Stephen Geoive Kemble, esq., the celebrated comedian, and 
formerly manager of the theatres-royal of Newcastle, Glasgow, and 
Edinburgh. Mr. Kemble, who was a very corpulent man, had re- 
tired for some years from the exercise of the laborious profession 
of an actor. In many characters he was^ confessedly unrivalled ; 
and it is no small commendation, that he was considered by the 
late Mr. Sheridan to be the best declauner he had ever heard on 
or off the stage. He was also possessed of considerable literary 
talents, having^ wrote various addresses, sonss, &c &c. which ap- 
peared from time to time in different journals. Mr. Kemble pub- 
lished, '' Odes, Lyrical Ballads, and Poems,'' 8vo. 1809, with a 
portrait. June 11th, his remains were interred in the chapel of 
the Nine Altars, at the east end of Durham cathedral, on the north 
side of the shrine of St. Cuthbert. 

Julg 9. — ^Died, in All Saints' poor-house, NewcasUe, Benjamin 
Starkey, in his 65th year. This eccentric, well known by the 
name of Captain Starkey, being a free burgess, was for some time 
an inmate of tlie Freemen's hospital, in the Manor Chare, but 
previous to his death had been removed to the poor-house. Mr. 
Starkey, who was uncommonly polite, had a peculiar smooth 
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method of obtaining the ioan of a halipennyy and for which he was 
always ready to give his promissory note, which his creditors held 
as curiosities. His memoirs, written by himself, with a portrait 
and facsimile of his hand-writing, were published in Newcastle, in 
1818. A portrait, &c. of Mr. Starkey, majy^ be had of John Sykes. 
1822 (Jufy J, -^The workmen employed m digging for the founda- 
tion of a new gaol at Morpeth, found, at the depth of thirteen feet 
from the surfkce, an oak tree, measuring thirty-eight feet, and nine 
feet in circumference, and perfectly sound. The skeleton of a deer's 
hcsad, with fine branching horns, was also found at the same place. 
Jmfy 11.— An adjournment of the general quarter sessions of 
the peace for the county of Northumberland, was held at Mor- 
peth, for the purpose of laying the foundation stone of the new 
gaol, house of correction, and sessions-house at Morpeth. About 
twelve o'clock, his grace the duke of NorthumberUuid, lord-lieu- 
tenant and custos rotulorum of the coun^, arrived at Mrs. Sunder- 
land's, the Queen's Head inn, when, soon afterwards, the procession 
proceeded in due form to the site of the intended building. On 
arriving at the spot, the various coins of his Majesty George IV. 
were fmiced in a glass vase, as also three beautiful coronation me- 
dals of gold, silver, and bronze, and a brass plate with a suitable 
inscription, were deposited in a cavity cut in the stone to receive 
them. A large and massy stone of one ton weight was then raised, 
and being lowered to its proper place, was adjusted and laid by his 
grace in the usual form. The silver trowel was presented to his 
grace b^ the chairman, Thomas Clennell, esq., at the same time 
addressmg his lordship in very appropriate terms. The duke then 
returned thanks to the numerous assemblage present, and to the 
m^^trates in particular, for the compliment paid him in inviting 
him to lay the stone— that he always was particularly attentive to 
every wish to serve the county — that it gave him great pleasure to 
attend, as fiur as possible, to their wishes at all times — ^that he felt 
the greatest pleasure in learning from the chairman of the county, 
that the^calendar for the ensuing assizes was only deformed bj one 
capital offence, a great proof of the good morals of the county— 
and he was hajmy to say, he observed an increasing prosperity in 
the county at large. He concluded by trusting, that when the 
building was finisned, it would be the only house in the county 
unoccupied. There was a large assemblage of ladies, filling a tem- 
porary gallery purposely erected for their accommodation, and well 
situated for a general view of the ceremony. Mr. John Dobson, 
of NewcasUe, was the architect. December 15th, 1828, the pri- 
soners in the old gaol were removed to the new erection. 

Jufy 2d.^Died, in London, Mr. John Emery, the celebrated 
actor, aged 45 years. Mr. Emery was a native of Sunderland, 
and was educated at Ecdesfield, in Yorkshire, where he doubtless 
acquired that knowledge of the dialect which obtained him so much 
celebrity. He may be said to have been bom an actor, both his 
parents having followed that orofession with some degree of pro- 
vincial fiune. In parts designeoly written for himy he had no com- 
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petitor ; and T^ke (School rf Reform) and Giles (Mitter*$ Maid), 
in parts of which his acting was truly terrific and appalling, will 
long be remembered. Besides his histrionic powers, he was an 
excellent musician, a poet, and a painter : his drawings of coast 
scenery particularly, being much admired, and when offered for 
sale fetching high prices. 

1822 (July 25/ — Robert Russell, of Newcastle, undertook to 
walk 101 miles in twenty-four successive hours, and completed this 
arduous task four minutes within the time. The spot chosen for 
this feat was the ground whereon George Wilson had exhibited. 
This was RusselFs first pedestrian essay. He afterwards walked 
at Edinburgh, and various other places. Numerous were the pe- 
destrians at this time (some walkmg backwards), of which to give 
a detail would be quite uninteresting. 

July* — A labourer who was employed winning stones in Stob- 
cross-field, in the estate of Thrislington, in the parish of Bishop- 
Middleham, Durham, turned up with his pick-axe some broad 
lime-rstone flags, scarcely 18 inches below the surface, and disco- 
vered lying beneath them a perfect human skeleton. On the right 
side, near the hip bone, lay the iron head apparently of a lance or 
javelin. This first discovery was on the highest ground of the field. 
Another skeleton was found about 20 yards to the north-west, with 
a smaller lance head, also of iron. Eight or nine other sepulchres 
containing human bones, were afterwards opened at various dis- 
tances, but all apparently gathered round the crown of the field, 
where perhaps lay the chiefbain of the race : in none of these were 
found any implement either of war or peace. The mode of sepul- 
ture was uniform and simple. The soil and marie, or soft lime- 
stone, had been cleared away to the depth of about two feet, and 
the skeleton lay on the level marie. On each side a row of laige 
round stones was arranged, and on these were supported broad 
flags of lime-stone, which covered the deposit. The distance and 
regularity of the graves seem to forbid the supposition of their 
tenants having fallen in battle, but that it was the flimily burial- 
place of some early Saxon owner of the soil, before the conversion 
oi his tribe to Christianity. In one deposit there were the remains 
either of a female or a very young person ; in another, the bones 
of a horse, and also some smaller animal, perhaps a dog, were found 
mingled with human remains. The graves were not dug east and 
west, but in various directions. The larger lance head measured 
nearly eight inches in length, and a little above one inch in diame- 
ter; the smaller, seven inches by nearly one inch in diameter. 
The teeth of the two skeletons near which the lance heads were 
found were quite perfect. Some small portions of wood were ad- 
hering to the larger lance head. 

July* — The owners of Hetton colliery having occasion to make 
a reservoir for water at the summit of Warden Law, a hill of con- 
siderable altitude in the county of Durham, at the depth of ten 
feet, the workmen discovered an oak tree, which measured seventy 
feet long, three feet in diameter at one end, and two feet at the 
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Other. The branches extended thirty feet further, which made the 
whole length one hundred feet. The workmen bored down ten 
feet further, and found nothing but wood, but it was not dug 
out. A large quantity of nuts and nut-bushes was found, the 
former were very perfect. About the same time, as some quarry- 
men were laying bare a quarry belonging to the same owners, they 
discovered a human skeleton about three feet below the surface, 
with an old-&shioned button and two breeches knee-buckles, which 
had probably been worn by the deceased. 

1822 (Aug. 6^.— -At a meeting of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Newcastle, it was agreed to purchase the celebrated 
Wycliffe museum, late in the possession of George Allan, esq., of 
the Grange, which was to have been sold by public auction, but 
which had been purchased entire by private contract (for the pur« 
pose of offering to the society), by G. T. Fox, esq., of Westoe, and 
some other spirited individiuus. The thanks of the society were 
also voted to Mr. Fox, for the liberal manner in which he had ac- 
commodated the society in the conditions of the purchase. The 
collection contains nearly a complete list of British birds, more es- 
pecially all the rarer kinds, with a very valuable selection of foreign 
birds, together with a curious collection of insects, shells, reptiles, 
minerals, and a great variety of miscellaneous curiosities. The 
preceding year Dr. Clanny, of Sunderland, presented to this so- 
ciety a very fine collection of insects made at the Cape of Good 
Hope by C. Colcleugh, esq., which is so much the more interesting 
to the entomologist, as it is understood to be complete. These 
form a valuable addition to the beautiful collection from Demerara, 
which had been presented to the society some time before by Ma- 
jor George Anderson, of Newcastle, and which were aflerwards 
scientifically arranged by G. T. Fox, esq. 

August 8. — A spermaceti whale (a native of the South Seas) 
came on shore on the Northumberland coast, near Cresswell. Its 
length from the tail to the nose end was 63 feet. The oil ^9 tons 
and 158 gallons) of this fish haying become a matter of aispute 
between two great landholders, it was taken possession of oh 
behalf of the crown, by a special direction from the admiralty, 
September 16th, 1822. August 11th, being Sunday, and a very 
fine day, a great number of people went out to sea in steam-boats, 
small boats, &C., expecting to see his majesty king George IV., in 
his royal yacht, pass Tynemouth for Edinburgh : of this they were 
disappointed, but many availed themselves of seeing this " king of 
ike «ea," as it lay upon the beach. The village of Cresswell was 
crowded on this occasion. 

August 9. — Robert Peat, of Ravensworth, near Richmond, aged 
50 years, was executed in front of the county courts at Durham, 
pursuant to his sentence, for poisoning, bv putting a quanti^ of 
laudanum into the broth of a relation named Kobert Peat, at Dar- 
lington, from whom he had stolen his will. 

August IS. — On the morning, afler very tempestuous weather, 
the wind blowing with great violence from the W. S. W., and a 



152 HISTORICAL REOlStSR OF [a. D. 1822. 

good deal of sea getting up, the commodore felt it his duty to ad- 
vise his majesty King George IV. (then on his Tojage to Scotland} 
to anchor for shelter in Berwick roads, which was accordingly done 
at 9 A. u^ the Royal Sovereign Yacht being in company. During 
the stay of the royal squadron in the roads, a loyal address from 
the inhabitants of Berwick was sent off, which was read to his 
majesty at the palace of Holyrood, and which was most graciously 
received* 

1822 fAug. 30^.— His royal highness the duke of Sussex visitd 
the city of Durham, where a Masonic Provincial Grand Lodge was 
held to receive him. A splendid procession took place, during 
which his royal highness was loudly cheered. He afterwards dined 
with the masons in their halL On the following day his tojbI high- 
ness proceeded to Sunderland, by the river Wear, m company with 
Mr. Lambton, in that gentleman's barge. The ships in the harbour 
were decorated with flags, and the people loudly cheered him. On 
entering the carriage that awaited his arrival, the populace took 
the horses out, and drew him to the house cif A. Fenwick, esq^ 
where he partook of a cold collation. Previous to leaving Sunder- 
land, his royal highness addressed the crowd, and thanked them 
for the kind reception with which they had honoured him. — 
September 2d, his royal highness honoured Newcastle with his 
presence, in order to lay the foundation stone of the new building 
for the Literary and Philosophical Society in Westgate-street. At 
noon, his royal highness, in Mr. Lambton's carriage, drawn by six 
horses, accompanied by Lady Louisa Lambton, Mr. Lambton, and 
Mr. Stephenson, reached Gateshead toll-bar, his suite following in 
other carriages, when the populace took out the horses, and drew 
the Tojdl visitor down Gateshead, amidst the cheering of the mul- 
titude assembled on the occasion; his royal highness returned 
their salutes with great affiibility. On the arrival of the cavalcade 
at Tyne Bridge, he was met by Alfred Hall, esq., sheriff of New- 
castle, accompanied by a number of gentlemen, who welcomed the 
royal visitor on his entrance into that ancient and loyal town, to 
which he'made a suitable reply. A salute of 21 guns was at this 
time fired from the castle, whilst the bridge for some minutes ex- 
hibited one solid mass of carriages and people. Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart., and Cuthbert Ellison, esq., the members for the town (who 
had accompanied the sheriff to pay their respects to his royal high- 
ness), got up in front of the carriage to usher in the duke ; and 
Sir Matthew addressed the populace, insisting that the people of 
Newcastle should now have the honour of drawing his royal high- 
ness, as he had passed the limits of the county of Durham. This 
was immediately done, and they proceeded to the Mansion-house, 
when an address, previously voted to the noble duke by the com- 
mon council, was read by the recorder, after which his royal high- 
ness was presented with the freedom of the town. The company 
then sat down to a cold collation. An especial Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free Masons of England was held at the Concert-room in 
the Bigg Market. Between one and two o'clock, the difllierent 
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lodges, in their official badges^ accompanied by the inrngiila of their 
frateraity, proceeded in grand procession to the Mansion-house^ 
and mttrched thexfce to the site of the building, which it reached a 
little befbre three o clock. His ft^al highnestf took possession of a 
tfirofie prepared for him ; Sir M. W. Ridley» bart sat on his right 
httod, and J. G« Lambton, esq, en hi» left. The masonic ceremony 
of laying Ihe stone then toi^ pl^e, amid the loud cheering of a 
mat asMnldage of peopfei who* had been admitted by tickets, and 
for whose accommodation a secure scaffolding had been erected. 
A plate, with a suitable inscription, and an elegantly-cut glass vase 
(wnich wasf presented fbr that purpose by Mr. Joseph Price), con- 
taining ^e corns of the reign of George lY., were deposited in a 
eavfty in the stone* The Isuge Assembly-room having been liber- 
ally granted by the committee of proprietora for the accommodation 
of hia wojsk highnesi^ nearlv three hundred gentlemen assembled 
in it to dumer, about five o clock, Sir M« W. Ridley, bart., in the 
chair. About nine o'clock, the duke took bis leave, and proceeded 
with Sff M. W. Ridiev, bart., to^ Blagdon.. September 4th, his* 
foyii highness passed throt^ Alnwick, on his way to Earl Grey's 
aeaiS a€ Howick. A greilt concourse of people assembled to receive 
the myal visitor, and his carriage was drawn through the town by 
the popidace, amid enthusiastic cheers^ the waving of handkerchiefs, 
and the firing of cannon. His royal highness was very afiable, and 
extremely pleased with the kind, hospitable, and endiusiastic recep** 
tion with which he had been greeted during his visit to the north'. 
September 9th, his rojral highness passed through Newcastle on 
his way to Raby castle, whither he arrived the same day, on a visit 
to the earl of DarKngtl»n. 

1822 jTSept' 10>).-<^Dled at her house, in Union-street, New- 
eaatle, after a short illness, Mrs. Sarah Hodgson, in her 63d year, 
printer and proprieOor of the Newcasik Chronicle^ by which event 
society siiffisred the loss of an upright and usefbl member; the 
place of her residence, an eiUightened and indefiettigable manager 
of several of it» charitable institutions, particidarly of the Lying-in 
Hospital ; her family, an affectionate and judicious parent ; and an 
extensive circle, a most warm-hearted and active friend. Septem- 
ber 15th, 1822, a flineral sermon, on occasion of the lamented' 
dealii of Mrs. Hodgson, was preached in Hanover-square chapel, 
by the Rev. William Turner. 

Sqsiemher 23. — The first annual exhibition of the Northumber- 
land institution fbr the promotion of the fine arts, took place in the 
rooms which had been prepared for' the purpose, by Mr. T. M. 
Richardson, in Brunswick-place, Newcastle, and many capital pic- 
tares from artists of first rate talent were exposed to public view. 
This exhibition continued annually until the Northern Academy of 
Arts was built in Blackett-street. See June llthy 1828. 

SepUn^ 27. — Died at Low Famham, Northumberland, Mrs. 
Cayenne Green, aged* 102 years. 

Oei^ier 9. — ^Died, at Gullercoats, near Tynemouthj WOliam 
Mfllliraged 101 years 

VOL. II. X 
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1822 (OcL 2AJ, — In addition to the inconvenience arising from 
the strike of the keelmen on the Tyne^ a number of seamen proceed- 
ed from Shields up th^ river in boats, and took the crews from some 
of the vessels which were loading at the spouts. The vosl]^, of 
Newcastle, Robert Bell, esq., proceeded down the river, in his 
barge, with a party of the volunteers and police, and took thirty- 
two of the rioters into custody, and carried them down to the Low 
Lights, at Shields, when thirty were put aboard the king^s cutter. 
A mob assembled on the sands, and demanded the liberation of the 
prisoners, which was refused, and the riot act was read by a North- 
umberland magistrate, soon after which the crowd dispersed. On 
the following day the prisoners were conveyed from the cutter in 
carts, under a strong military guard to the Castle of Newcastle, to 
which place a number of refractory seamen, &c, followed th« pri- 
soners. Previous to their arrival, all the avenues leading to the 
castle were guarded by parties of the Northumberland and New*- 
castle volunteer cavalry, and dismounted troop, to prevent the ad- 
mission of the anticipated crowd, and a powerful phalanx was 
placed in front of the castle gates. On the arrival of the party in 
the Castle-garth, the conduct of the mob was so outrageous, Uiat 
the riot act was read by the risrht worshipful the mayor, and two 
of the ringleaders were taken mto custody, one of whom was re- 
cognized as having been very active at Shields, while tlie prisoners 
were conveyed from the cutter to the carts* A military guard re- 
mained all night at the castle. 

October 29« — ^Died, suddenly at his house, Villiers-street, Bishop- 
wearmouth, aged 72 years, T. CoUingwood, esq. M. D., member of 
the Medical Society, London ; Board of Agriculture, and several 
other learned institutions, many of which owe their origin to him. 
Dr. CoUingwood was bom at Bates' Cross, near Berwick, on the 7th 
of July, 1751, and was lineally descended from Sir David CoUing- 
wood, of Brandon, a branch of the ancient and renowned CoUing- 
woods, of Northumberland. As an agriculturist and mathematician 
he ranked high ; his communications with the board on rural affiiirs 
were much esteemed ; indeed, in a literary point of view, his pro- 
ductions were varied and numerous. Medicine, poetry, agricul- 
ture, and even the drama, at times employed his pen. 

November 2. — Half yearly statute hirings for farmers' servants 
were established in Sunderland, to be held on the first and second 
Saturdays in November, and the first and second Saturdays in May, 
in every year. The first was held on the above day. 

NovenAer 5. — A cattle-market was established in Sunderland, to 
be held fortnightly on the Tuesday. 

November 18. — The Hetton coal company efiected the first ship- 
ment of coals at their newly-erected staith on the banks of the 
river Wear at Sunderland. The wagRon-way, which extends over 
a space of eight mUes from the colliery to the river, and in its 
course crosses Warden Law (one of the highest hills in this part of 
the country), was crowded with spectators to witness the first 
operations of the powerful and ingenious machinery employed for 
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conveying the coal-waggons. Five of Mr. George Stephenson's 
patent travelling engines, two sixty horse power fixed reciprocating 
engines, and five self-acting inclined planes (all under the direction 
of Mr. Robert Stephenson, the company's resident engineer) simul- 
taneously performing their various and complicated offices, with a 
precision and exactness of the most simple machinery, exhibited a 
spectacle at once, interesting to science, and encouraging to com- 
merce. After the business of the day, the owners of the colliery, 
with about fifty of their friends, dined at Miss Jowsey's, the Bridge 
inn, Bishopwearmouth. 

1822 fN&v,J,-^Th\B month, about a mile south of Whitburn, in 
the county of Durham, the sand having been removed by the tide, 
the stomps of seven trees were seen at about one hundred yards in 
the sea, measuring from hi^h-water mark. The largest was des- 
cribed as about six feet in diameter, and was clearly in the situa- 
tion in which it had grown. There was aconsidersiile accumula- 
tion of vegetable matter round them, containing leaves, nuts, and 
broken pieces of branches ; next below this was a light blue day, in 
which the trees appeared to have grown. 

December 10. — The beginning of this month, the keelmen of the 
Tyne resumed their labours, afler a suspension of about ten weeks, 
under alleged grievances which the coal owners had determined to 
resist. At periods during the siu^ they were very refractory, but 
by the vigilance of the navy and military employed, together with 
the prompt assistance of the magistracy, their turbulence was sup- 
pressed. The Swan cutter was moored on the south side of the 
river, opposite to Newcastle Quay, and fired her morning and even- 
ing gun. This was supposed to be the only instance of a ship of 
war having been so far up the Tyne since the rebellion in 1745--6, 
when troops were landed at Newcastle from king's ships. In con- 
sequence of the restoration of order, the mayor conveyea the thanks 
of the civil authorities, on the above day, to the officers, seamen, 
and marines of his majesty's ships the Egeria, Nimrod, and Swan, 
previous to their departure from the port, the acknowledgments of 
the civil authorities, and of the gentlemen interested in the coal 
trade were likewise conveyed to Lieut. Col. Holmes, 3d dragoon 
guards ; Lieut. Col. Brandling, of the Northumberland and New- 
castle volunteer cavalry, and the Hon. Captain Liddell, of the 
Ravensworth cavalry, for Iheir services in support of the civil power, 
and the exemplary conduct of the troops under their command. 

Dtotmher 25. — The new Presbyierian church, in Clavering- 
place, Newcastle (the Rev. James Pringle, pastor), was opened 
for divine service. The Rev. J. Mitchell, D. D. of Andersten, 
Glasgow, and the Rev. J. McGilchrist, of Dunse, officiated on the 
occasion, Mr. Pringle being absent on a mission to Gibraltar. 

This year, a stone bridge, eighty feet in length, and twenty- 
eight feet in breadth, was built over Dipton-bum, in Northumber- 
land. This brook, after rains, was frequently verv hazardous to para. 

A neat stone edifice for a school-house, was this year, erected in 
the village of Newbum, by the duke of Northumberland. 
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1822. — ^This year, Bond^fltreet, novr Pkrudhoe-^treet, in New- 
castle, was formed. 

Carliol Tower, in Bridge^treet, Newcastle, being part of the 
town wall, was this year altered and repaired : — Robert Beltt vid 
John Pitt Scott, stewards. This is the meeting-^ose of the com* 
pany of free weavers. See January 2ii^ 1746, voL u page 186. 

1623 (Jem, S^w— -Mr. Charlton, surgeon, of Wylam, having at a 
late hour been called upon in haste to give his attendance at Oving* 
ham, borrowed a spirited horse of a mend, that he might proceed 
with the least possible delay. He had not gone above half a mile, 
when he perceived his horse stumble, and he immediately threvr 
himself from the saddle. It was fortunate he did so, for the next 
instant his horse had fallen down a precipiece of nearly seventy 
feet, and, incredible as it may seem, the animal sustained no ii^urf, 
but immediately dashed into the Tyne, and swam to the opposite 
side. Search was made after him, and hearing his master's voice, 
he was heard to neigh even across the water in token of recogni* 
tion, and wps ultimately restored without either speck or blemiili. 

January 4. — The paper-mill of Mr. B. Ord, at Mootsley Banks, 
near Durham, took ve, owing to that part of the maehiiiery which 
is called '< The Deoil^ and is used in tearing rags, preparatory to 
their bemg converted into paper, having, firom the great heat caus* 
ed by its rapid motion, become ignited. An old man named Miller, 
who was left in the care of the mill for the night, gave the alarm, 
and Mr. Ord and his workmen, who resided on the premises, hav- 
ing been roused from their beds, proceeded to arrest the progre w 
of the fiames, and, after considerable exertion, succeeded in getting 
the fire under, but not until considerable damage had been done. 
The old man afterwards died of the injury he received by the ma- 
chinery in .endeavouring to extinguish the fire before he gave the 
alarm. 

January 10«— A fire broke out in the dwelling-houie of John 
Walker, esq., at Westgate-hill, near Newcastle, by which the back 
parts of the premises were entirely consumed. It originated in a 
lodging room, from the rushlight setting fire to the bed curtains. 

January ll.-^Died, in Newcastle, in the 70th year of his age, 
Robert Doubleday, es^., a most active and enlightened member of 
society. For twenty-six years he filled the office of vice-president 
and chairman of die monthly meetings of the Literary and Fhik>* 
sophical Society of that town, and for nearly half a century dis* 
charged the duties of secretary to the Dispensary. He was, 
besides, secretary to the Fever Hospital, and the Lying-in charity, 
chairman of the committee of the Royal Jubilee School, and a di- 
rector of the Savings' Bank. His humane and liberal disposition 
rendered him zealous in the discharge of the duties of these offices, 
and anxious, by every means in his power, to promote the interests 
of these several institutions. There is a fine portrait of Mr. 
Doubleday published by Mr. Chamley. 

January 17.^-Died, in London, in his 72d year, Geoige Ed* 
war|ds, esq., M. D., author of several works on political economy. 
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Mr. Edwards was a native of Bamardcastle, in the coimty of 
Durfaam. 

1823 (Jam 20^^— The workmen commeQced pulling down the 
Mmmm dt Dieu^ built in 1412, over which was the Merchants' 
Court, at the east end of the Guildhall, Newcastle, for the purpose 
of building a new hall for the company of Free Merchaats, and un- 
derneath a fish-market. Besides bemg a great ornament to the 
east end of die Guildhall, it has removed a nuisance (the fish stalls) 
from the Sandhill, and has also widened the entrance to the Quay, 
which before was inconveniently narrow for the constant traffic m 
that part. In digging for a foundation for the new building, part 
of the foundation of the townVwall, which had extended along the 
Quay« was removed by blastiug, in doing which, at the depth of 
about twelve feet from the surface, a mason's chisel was taken out 
of the centre of the old wall, and which must have remained there 
from Its first building, which Hardinge attributes to William Rufus» 
who begin his reign in the year 1087, and ended it in the year 
1100. This chisel is in the possession of John Sykes. 

Jammary 27. — Died, at his house, in Bedford-row, London, in 
the 86th year of his age, the celebrated Charles Hutton, UL D.» 
F. £. S., and for upwards of forty years professor of mathematics in 
the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich. Dr. Hutton was bom 
in Percy'Street, Newcastle. Like many others, he was entirely a 
aelf-taught mathematician. In the years 1755 and 1756, Charles 
Hutton (whose father was employed in the coUeries) worked as a 
hewer in Old Lone Benton colhery, but a lameness in his arm, 
from an accident wnen young, rendering him unfit for so laborious 
am employment; he opened a school in the village of Jesmond, but 
aflerwardu removing to Newcastle, he taught with great reputation 
till 1773, when on the 29th of May that year he was appointed by 
the Board of Ordnance to the professorship of mathematics in the 
Boyal Military Academy at Woolwich, in the room of Mr. Cowley» 
■uperannuated. He was elected from a number of candidates, afler 
a strict examination o^ several days. The foUowina year Mr- 
Hutton was elected a fellow of the Royal Society, In 1770 he 
published in Newcastle, his ^ Treatiae an Meneuraiian, 4to., dedi- 
cated to his grace the duke of Northumberland. The celebrated 
Mr. Thomas Bewick, then an apprentice to Mr. Beilby, commenced 
his career as a wood-engraver, by engraving the mathematical 
diagrams for this work. His publications were very numerous, and 
have nearly all become standard works in the mathematical semi- 
naries. The beautiful marble bust of him, executed by Gahagan, 
and which had been presented to himself, September 21st, 1822. 
by a committee of the subscribers, he bequeathed to the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. After the expenses of the 
bust were |Mud« a considerable surplus remained on hand, with this 
the committee agreed to engrave a die for striking off medals (one 
of which to be given in a case to each subscriber^, to contain on 
the obverse the head of Dr. Hutton in profile, witn an appropiate 
l^end-— on the reverse^ emblems <^ two philosophical discoveries by 
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him ; the one on the density of the earth, and the other on the 
exact force or strength of gunpowder, with an appropriate tnottSoL-^ 
Mrs. Hutton died at Jesmond, near Newcastle, May 26th, 1785. 

1823 (Jan. and Feb,J. — Northumberland and Durham were vi- 
sited by a dreadful snow storm, which, drifting into immense heaps, 
prevented the ordinary intercourse of business, as travelling in anjr 
shape was impracticable. The various stage coaches were of course 
detained at Newcastle. For a whole week, the north and west 
mails neither reached nor were despatched from that town. Go 
Gateshead-fell the snow was so drifted, as in one place to be level 
with the top of a two-story house, and here the guard of the Lod* 
don mail must have perished, but for the timely assistance of some 
pitmen, who brought forward the letter bags on their backs. So 
great was the fall of snow north of Newcastle, that the mail coach 
got so completely fixed in it, near Swarland, that it was obliged to 
be abandoned, afler which, it was so rapidly covered with snow, 
and so buried, as to leave no trace of the place where it was, until 
after many days' thaw, when the top became visible. The west 
turnpike, near Newcastle, was also completely drifted up, and when 
cut through, exhibited a very singular appearance, as the snow dyk$ 
stood in many places twelve and fourteen feet high. Newcastle, 
on some of the market days during this snow blockade^ exhibited 
no greater bustle than on the ordinary days. On one day during 
the storm, the mails were despatched to the north on thirteen 
saddle horses, the novelty of which excited considerable interest. 
Travellers were detained at many country places till all the provi- 
sions at the inns were exhausted. Sir Carnaby Haggerston, bart., 
hospitably entertained a large party of strangers in this predica- 
ment, at his seat at Haggerston, m Northumberland. Great damage 
was done to the shipping, many being wrecked near Bamborough. 
At Durham the snow began to fall, January llth, accompanied by 
a dense fog. On the 28th, some signs of a change appeared, and 
on the 29th, the ice on the river Wear began to give way, but on 
Saturday the 3 1st, another heavy fall of snow commenced, and 
continued almost incessantly for three days. The roads in every 
direction were entirely blown up, and from Sunday, February 2d, 
till the following Sunday, neither the mail nor any of the other 
coaches reached Durham, either from the north or the south. The 
London mail reached Darlington regularly, and Rushyford with 
some difficulty, from thence the bags were forwarded on horseback. 
February 2d, the Highflyer and Telegraph stuck fast in the drift 
on the height of Butcher-Race, and on Friday the 7th, the mail 
and another coach were stopped at the same pl£K:e ; ten horses were 
applied to the maO in vain, and within half an hour after, both 
coaches were completely covered by a snow wreath, and remained 
so for two days. On Sunday, February the 9th, the mail from the 
south arrived in Durham, drawn by six horses, and the same day 
the north mail, which had been detained in Durham for a week, 
reached Newcastle with great difficulty. The storm, which con- 
tinued for about six weeks, was far more severe than that of 1814. 
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1823 (FA. 2^.^-Died, in St. Nicholas' poor-house, in Mewcas- 
tie, Mr. James Uderton, aged 100 years. 

February 12.— At thfee o'clock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in the lead manufactonr of Locke, Blackett, and Co., in Gallowgate, 
l^ewcastle, which at mrst had a very alarming appearance ; but by 
the assistance of the engines of the Newcastle Fire-office, and those 
from the barracks,^ it was got under before six o'clock. The fire 
was confined to the red-lead house, where it commenced, the roof 
of which was burnt off, and two other roofs slightly injured. 

Fthruary 19.— A most melancholy accident occurred in the 
Theatre-royal, Newcastle. The piece of *' Tom and Jerry ^ which 
had been the source of great attraction, had proceeded towards the 
second scene of the first act, when it was discovered that some gas 
had escaped from a pipe in the lower tier of boxes, which soon be- 
came more obvious by smoke and fiame penetrating through the 
crevices into the gallery. The fire was almost instantly extin- 
guished ; but the cries of '^ Fire, fire — save your lives I" produced 
so great an alarm, that all attempts to inspire confidence, or dissi- 
pate apprehensions of danger, were unavailmg. Mr. De Camp, the 
manager, did every thing in his power to prevent the dreadful con- 
sequences which ensued, and it must be admitted that the calamity 
would have been more deplorable but for his exertions. The peo- 
ple rushed to the stairs, and before the check-taker could open the 
second barrier downwards, the space was completely blocked up. 
The shrieks of women, and the agonizing cries of the suffering and 
helpless, were truly heart-rending. Some were trampled to &ath, 
and others died from suffocation. The foUowing is a list of those 
who actually perished : — Mrs. Robson, wife of Mr. Riddell Robson, 
builder, Westgate-street ; Mary Johnson, aged 16 years, milliner, 
of the Manor-chare; Isabella Parkinson, aged 11 years, adopted 
child of Mrs. Green, PHgrim-street ; Thomas Handyside, aged 20 
years, son of Mr. Cuthbert Handyside, bookbinder ; and John Jona- 
than Wilkinson, son of Mr. Wilkinson, veterinary surgeon. Pilgrim- 
street, all of Newcastle. Dorothy Heaton, aged 17 years, daughter 
of Mr. George Heaton, tailor ; and Mr. John Edwards, both of 
Gateshead. The check-taker had opened the upper barrier, and 
iu his endeavours to open the second, as above stated, was thrown 
down the stairs. It was thought fortunate that he did not succeed, 
or the mischief would have been more dreadful, by a large body 
of people being dashed down the steep stairs below the barrier. 
Besides the seven persons killed, numbers were seriously bruised 
and injured. Mrs. Robson was killed in the arms of her husband^ 
who was himself much hurt. 

1823 (Feb. 20; Died, at North Shields, Mr. Henry Taylor. 

He was bom at Whitby, and was one of the earlv friends of the 
celebrated Captain Cook, that enterprising and ill-fated mariner. 
Possessed of a very active and intelligent mind, he projected and 
assisted in placing maiiv of the floating lights on the British coast, 
particularly those on msboro' Gat, the Godwin and Sunk Sands. 
He was the author of " Instrueiiatu for Mariners retpectmg Ae 
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"^ Maamgement if Ship$ at Smgk Anchor^ dtfcJ* a venr useful wark» 
s and which has gone through servral cdiiknB* 'NIt* Taylor abo 
^^ gave to the public his ofm hfe, under the title of *< Memoin if the 
pfu^ipal Events inike Ltfe ^ Bony Ta^^tf North Shu&UT 
8vo. ^h This •' Saihrs' Frvend" like most great gemtmes, wo 
ofteft n^eetedy and it was not till late in Hfe tiSu he received any 
permanent reward firom llie Trinity-hoose, London. The eorpora- 
tioB. of Newcastle presented him with an hundred pounds^ and the 
Trinity^house of the same place with fifty pounds* He died vmi^ 
Tersally respected, and being a member of the Socrety of Friends, 
he was interred at their burial-ground at North Shields ; lunobers 
of Friends and shipowners attended bis rraaains to the grave. 

F^fruary 2L — An explosion of inflammable air took pku» is 
OustoB cdliery^ near Chester-le-street, by which four men were 
killed, and two severely burnt* 

Matf^ S...-A most violent gale of wind was experienced i» 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which damaged many roofs of 
houses, and blew down- chimneys ; trees were also torn up by the 
Eootsk Three of the vanes oa the small pizmacles of St. Nidiolas' 
ehurdi steeple were blown downy and part of the fine but d e cayed 
tracery in ^e large Gothic window, in the north tnmsept of tint 
churchy was Uown eat. The four pinnacles of the nciw cbovch as 
Hewortb were bftwu ofiV and two of them passed through the rooi^ 
At North Shields, the family of Dr. Oxley were thrown into great 
alarm by a stack of chimneys fidliag through die skylight, and 
breaking m the floors; Happily no injury was sustained. 

Matih 20.^-A most splendid fiuacy dress ball and supper wa» 
given by the gentlemen bachelors of Newcastle (47) to the ladies 
and gentlemen in that town and neighbourhood, wmch took place 
at the Assembly •'rooms, when 467 ladies and gentlemen, attired in 
all the splendour, briliiaDey, and variety,, that taste could devise 
or money purchase, crowded, the suite* of apastments*- The assem- 
blage presented a view of ail the dvesses of' Europe, ancient and 
modern, and of many of diose of the other quarters of the diobe. 
So splendid an entertainment was never before seen in New- 
eastle. 

1S28 (AprU 2^^**Workmen began to pull down the north part of 
the gaol of Newgate, one c^ die gates of the town's wdl, Newcastle; 
and on the 10th, the stone statue of King James I., which stood- 
over the north entrance, was removed from its stand, and conveyed 
to the castle : it was raueh broken in its removal. Newgate, which 
appears- to have been built upon the site of an older one called 
Berwick-gate, had been the common gaol of Neweasde since the 
year 1400, when that town was made a county c^ itself, and took 
custody of its own prisoners. Sm May 2Sdy 1400, ff(d. u page 55. 
The additional wings or flanks on each side of the south front of 
this structure were added, the one in the year 1702; William Ram- 
say, esq. mayor, William Boutflbwer, esok sheriif ; the other in the 
year 1706, Sir B^ph Carr, nmyor, WUham EUison, esq^ sheriffL— 
On the pulling down of Newgate, the felons belonging to 
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Hewculle were confloed in the cells a£ the County Court*, and the 
debtors in the CutlC) until the completioD of the new priaoni in 
Carliol-street. 



The above vood cut ahewg the south front of Vewgate, widi tha 
gnard-houM adjoining its west wing, and the footway whidi was 
t^Moed through the town's wail, on the east side, in the year 1766, 
for the convenience of the public. The gaoler's house stood oppo- 
ute to the east end. June 1823, the east wing was commenced 
being pulled down, which was followed by the removal of the west 
wing. The old building being then isolated, it presented the b{>> 
peaiance as shewn in the following wood cuL 
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'In this ilate it Eenwined until September 18di, when It wai cooi- 
meoced being pulled down. During the deinolidm, Kvenl 1«^ 
cannon bails were found deep gunk in the wall. Theie bad been 
fired during the siege by the Scots. Parts of the walls were m> 
firm that tfaej had to be blasted with gunpowder, whilst other parts 
exhibited a hei^ of ruins. The portculus, which remained her« 



until the final demolition of the gate, was the last existmg one in 
Newcastle. It was of oak, the spikes shod with iron. Altogether 
it was of a tremendous weight. It was suspended in a groove, with 
the spikes reaching below the top of the arch of the gateway ; the 
centre spikes had been sawn away, to correspond with the arch. 
It is now at Blagdon. That this nteway had been dangerous, and 
inconTeniently narrow for the tnwc of the town, is shewn by the 
following serious accidents '. — November 10th, 1776, in the even* 
tng, two chaises met in the passage under Newgate, and, being 
very dark, ran foul of each other, when the pole of that coming 
into town, struck the near horse's breast in the other, and wounded 
him so much that he died soon af^r from the eStision of blood, 
though not before he bad run four miles, when be dropped down 
dead under the driver, who had not discovered the bleeding, — 
April 8th, 1797, as a loaded cart was passing through Newgate, it 
was met by a waggon, which t<^ether so completely chosked iq> 
the road, that an amiable young man of the name of Russell, son 
of Mr. John Russell, Morpeth carrier, going throng at the same 
time, was unfortunately jammed AK]unst the wall with such vio- 
lence, that he expired soon after. These shew the necessity of its 
removal, though a jm ft^irit or two were written at the time, 
urging the necessity (in an antiquarian point of new) of' its being 
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suliered to remain, Par the t^ppearancB ofAe miginal norAfimU' 
cfMs shrudure^ ei^Ber ike wings and adiUionai north ifuuding 
were removed^ see vol, L page 16. 

1883 (Mag W)* — ^The fbondation stone of a United Secession 
ebnich was laid in Cariiol-street, Newcastle, by the Rev. Mr. Gil- 
lan, who addressed the audience previous to the stone being depo- 
8ited» and concinded the ceremony with an impressive prayer. — 
December S5th, 1823, it was opened for divine worship with three 
excdlent discourses, by the Rev. J. Harper, of Leith, and the 
Rev. R. Hunter, o^ Carlisle, when collections to the amount of 
£22. 6«. lOd. were made in aid of the funds. 

JKogf— The Society of Arts presented the large silver medal to 
Mr. Heniy Marshall, of Newcastle, for his improved melting pots 
ibr brasa-roonders and steel-makers. 

June 4. — ^The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of a new 
gaol and house of correction in Carliol-street, NewcasUe, took place 
at two o'clock in the afternoon. Robert Bell, esq., mayor, preced- 
ed by the regalia of the corporation, and accompanied by the re- 
corder, aldermen, and sheriff, and the commissioners representinjg^ 
the four parishes, viz.: — ^Mr. William Coates and Mr. Francis 
Ewart, for St. Nicholas' ; Mr. Thomas Milner and Mr. William 
BrowBsword Ph>ctor, for All Saints' ; Mr. George Anderson, for 
St John's ; and Mr. Thomas Mackford, and Mr." Thomas Graham« 
for St. Andrews', went in procession from the Guildhall to the site 
of die building; a glass vase containing all the coins struck during 
die reign of his majesty George IV., was deposited in a cavity m 
the stone, by William Boyd, esq., the treasurer to the commis- 
sjooers, aifler which, a brass plate, bearing an appropriate inscrip- 
tion, was inserted. The mayor then .proceedea to lay the stone 
with a silver trowel, which he afterwards presented to Mr. John 
Dobson, the architect. He then addressed the concourse of spec- 
tators with great energy, in language befitting the occasion ; this 
was received with nine heartv cheers, and the completion of the 
ceremony was announced by tne discharge of the artillery from the 
casde, and the ringing of the bells of the several churches. The 
^yor afterwards entertained the magistrates and the commis- 
sioners at the Mansion-house. 

The beginning of this year, Carliol-street was commenc-ed 
building. Previous to this it was a field oUled << The CarUol 

June 4.— The foundation stone of a new quay or pier was laid, 
connecting the eastern end of the Low-street of North Shields, 
with the ancient bridge over the Pbw Bum, at the Low Lights. 
"Hie ceremony of laying the stone was numerously attended, and 
B^^erwards a large company dined at Mr. Peascod's, the White 
S^n inn. The carriage road along this quay was named thd 
Union-way. 

June low— -Whilst some workmen were digging in the ruins of 
*c ancient dormitories of Tynemouth Priory, overlooking Prior's 
™^tti, for the purpose of making a receptade for gunpowder, a 
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flat stone waa tunwd up* which had bean placed with the letten 
doirnwarda, aa if it had been wrought into the itructure m aeoond 
time. A part of the itone wsi broken off at each end, and the letlen 
kMt ; those remaining were almost illegible. Another stone, which 
looked like the upper end of a hoodstone (or fire>i^ace hud8tODe)i 
had some rude carvings, or ornamental scrolls round the semicircu- 
bu'end,and what may have been the front. Pieces of small rouod 
columns, and parts of stones belonging to groin work, were also 
turned up amongst tlie cement of these Bncient walls. The half- 
moon battery, erected during the great rebellioo, is within a few 
yards of this place. 

1823 (June 19J. — A most melancholy accident happened at 
Walker colliery, near Newcastle. An air-courae having to be opened, 
some workmen were set to open an old shaft, which had beeo filled 
up for 25 years. The length of time it had been filled up, induced a 
belief that the earth, &c-, filling it, had become firmly united to the 
udes, aod in coasequence, the under-viewer and five other men un- 
fortunately proceeded to remove the earth from the bottom of the 
shaft, at the same time that others were worldog at the top of it. 
They had not worked lone, when the whole mass slid down, and 
buried them under it. Men were immediately set to work to dw 
them out, when they were found in a shockingly mangled state afi 
quite dead. 

Jiau 21.^About two o'clock on the morning, the brass foundry 
ot Messrs. Jobson and Brunting, in Forth-street, Newcastle, and 
the adjoining nail-factoiy of Flintoff and Co., were discovered to be 
on fire, whidi, by great exertions were extii^uished with leas in- 
Jury than was expected. 

June. — This month, a very curi- 
ous urn of pottery ware was lUaco- 
vered by some workmen employed 
by Mr. John Grey, of MiUfidd 
Hill, in Northumberland, in moor- 
ing a mass of hu^e stones that had 
obstructed the ploi^^bg of a field. 
The um was set upwi a fiat atme 
about four feet below the wait$t*, 
and flurromided by soft alluvial soi^ 
a large fiat sandstone was carefully 
placed over it i and above all, ao 
accumulation of whinstonea, some 
of them of a size inconvenient to 
remove, to the extent of from 80 
to 100 cart loads. The urn ooo- 
tained a quantity of soft dust or 
powder, of a brown colour, and many Bm£l pieces of bones that 
had not been completely consumed by fire. Those of the head 
were the most entire, especially ports of the skull and jaw boiM% 
in which, although the teeth were gone, the sockets that bad 
contained them, remained as regular as the cells in a honey 
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comb* From the size of the tumulu8» and the paing with which 
the adies had been deposited in it, there is little reason to doubt 
that thej were the remains of some person of distinction in his day 
and generation. Annexed is an exact wood cut, by the late Mr. 
Thomas Bewick, of this urn, from a drawing by Mrs. Grey. 

1823 fJ^ 9^w— -A larse, commodious, and elegant building, 
erected by the Society of Friends, at the head of Nile-street, Sun- 
deriand, was opened for public worship, by a large concourse of 
strangers attending from Tarious parts of the country. 

jQiy 11, — Died, in Old Elvet, in the city of Durham, aged 92 
earsy Mr. James Brown, commonly called the DuThomi PceL 

r. B., who was a native of Scotland, lived many years in the 
Side, Newcastle, at which time he was a rigid BvehanUe^ and used 
oflen to relate that he, with several others of the same persuasion, 
fiisted forty days and for^ nights, according to the dictates of Mrs* 
Elisabeth Buchan, the leader of that sect. In answer to a question 
how he sustained the cravings of the appnetite durine that long 
period, he replied, in the presence of the writer, that '* uiey took no 
sustenance whatever, only they set on to the fire a sreat pot, in 
in which diey boiled water, then stirred into it oatmeaL and supped 
that** ! ! I Mr. B. followed the business of a tailor ; and when in 
Newcastle, used to attend the fairs in that i\eighbourhood with 
clothes made up for that purpose. Here his first wife died ; after 
which he married an old lady, not devoid of eccentricities, but pos- 
sessed of some property in Durham, on which account he removed 
to that city to reside. Whilst in Newcastle about forty years 
ago, he supposed himself the Poet LauretU of that town, and used 
fireciuently to recite his effutUnu^ which possessed << nor rhyme nor 
reason.** Not long before his death he called upon the writer, and 
told him that he had sunk some money upon a liberal life-interestf 
at the same time remarking that the party was tahm in, as he 
would never die. During Mr. Lambton's contest, in the year 1820, 
a number of copies of a pamphlet entitled *< A Sublime EpisUe, 
Poetic and Polittc," and oUier electioneering squibs, pretending to 
be written << by James Brown, P. L.,** with a portrait, were sent to 
him anonymously; these, afler printing an explanatory address 
npon the back of the title page, he turned to hu own emolument 
by selling them. Mr. B. was the author of various pamphlets, such 
as Poetry f Scriptural Hieroglyphics, &C. The last which he laid 
before the public was a collection of doggrel poetry printed in New- 
castle, by JPreston and Heaton in 1820, to which was prefixed a 
portrait of himself, sounding a trumpet to alarm sinners ; it is a 
whole length cut in wood by Mr. Bewick, With curious verses at 
top and bottom. ^ This eccentric character was very susceptible of 
fii^tery ; and various were the letters, &C., eulogismg his abilities, 
which he received, purporting to come from the emperor of Mo- 
rocco, emperor of Russia, king of England, &&, &c., all which he 
believed to be genuine. These he used to carry about his person, 
and frequently exhibit to his friende, to the no small amusement 
fX those who were Uie authors. The last time the writer saw this 



I 



166 HIUlOftlC^AL RMUSTftR OT [a- !»• 182^ 

origiiial cburacter ia Newoeade, he was shewn a letter, Co which was 
appended a tump of bad coloured sealing wax, having upon it an un- 
meaning impression, this he was fullj persuaded was from the Grand 
Turic I Mr. Brown was latteriy a follower of Johanna Southcott 
Immediately aHer writing the above memoir (for the first edidcn)^ 
a notice of Mrs. Brown's death appeared in the Newcastle Chro- 
nicle of July Sd, 1824, as follows :---June 27th, died, in GBIigate, 
Durham, aged 80, Sarah, widow of the late James Brown, com- 
monly called the Durham Poet, a most singular woman* She 
was in her religion, like her eccentric husband, a follower of Jo- 
hanna Southcott, and pretended to have had numerous visions cod- 
oeming a future state, all of which she firmly believed. 

182S (July 26^. — Grace Griffin was executed at Berwick, pur- 
suant to her sentence, for the murder of her husband, John Gnffin. 
An immense crowd of spectators assembled, as there had not been 
an execution there since May 10th, 1758, when Margaret Diydod 
was executed at Berwick for the murder of her bastard chiM, 
which she confessed, admitted the justice of her sentence, and died 
very penitent. 

Jtuy 29. — ^The cordwainers of Newcastle, celebrated the festival 
of St. Crispin, by holding a coronation of their patron ssdnt, and 
afterwards walking, in procession through several streets of that 
town. The coronation took place in the court of the Peace and 
Unity Hospital, at the Westgate, at eleven o'clock, and soon after 
twelve, the procession moved forward through the principle streets 
df that town and Gateshead, and finally hdted at the sign of the 
Chancellor's Head, in Newgate-street, where the members of the 
trade partook of a dinner orovided for the occasion. A great 
number of people assembled to witness the procession, as were 
had not been a similar exhibidon since the year 1789. As it has 
not been revived since 1823, it is hoped that this tUfy ekUdM 
parade is now laid dormant for ever. 

August 12. — Died, in Gateshead poor house, Mary Robson, aged 
103 years. Two years before she underwent an amputation of her 
arm, at the Infirmary, Newcastle, having been unmrtonately run 
over by a coal wageon. 

This month, a human skull and some bones, much in decay, 
were dug up by the side of Fulwell-hill, near Sunderland. Many 
actions were fought here with the Danish invaders in the 9th cen- 
tury, and in the civU wars the king's forces lay at Newcastle, and 
Cromwell's at Sunderland, when sharp rencounters took place in 
this neighbourhood. A gigantic skeleton was dug up here in 
March, 1758; See vol. t. page 221. 

September 1. — Died, at Whitton, near Rothbury, Isabella Bum, 
aged 103 years. 

September 12.— The inhabitants of Newcastle and Gateshesd 
were gratified with a novel and interesting spectacle, in a proc^ 
sion mrough the principal streets, of die workmen employed in 
several of the riMs-houses in that and the neighbourinff townSi 
each bearing in his hand a specimen of ihe art, remarkable either 
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for iu €iBiou8 construction or its beauty and degance. The morn* 
.ing was ushered in with the ringing of bells, and notice of the in- 
tended procession having been previously ctrcidated, nuniliers of 
people crowded the streets to witness the pleasii^ spectacle. The 
jrard at the Skinner's bum, belonging to Messrs. Clajrton, was the 
l^ace i^ipointed for the assembling of those who had to form the 
procession. Here having been marshalled in due order, a little 
4ifter twelve o'clock it moved forward along the Close, amid the 
cheers of the assembled multitude, the firing of cannon, and the 
rilling of bells. It was preceded by the band of the Tyne Hue* 
aais^ wad was composed of the worlanen of the Northumberland, 
.the South Shields, the Wear (Sunderlmd), the Durham and Bri- 
tish (Gateshead), the Stourbridge (Gateshead), and the North 
Shields glass companies, arranged according to the seniority of 
their respective houses, each of which was distinguished b^ appro- 
priate £agB^ The sky was clear, and the rays of the sun falling 
upon the glittering colunm, gave it a richness and grandeur in ap- 
pepraaoe that defy description. The hat of almost every person 
in it was decorated with a glass feather, whilst a glass star sparkled 
4Mt tlieit breasts^ and a chain or collar of variegated ^ass hung 
romid the neck ; some of them also wore sashes round their waist. 
Eadi man carried in his hand a staff, on a cross piece on the top 
of which was displayed one or more curious or b^utiful spedmens 
of dieur art. As these were thus carried above the heads of the 
crowd, a full view of them was afforded to every one, and the pro- 
oeasioD was rdieved from the inconvenience which might otherwise 
have been experienced from the populace crowding round it to 
obtain a sl^ht of the different vessels. These consisted not only 
of a ptofusion of decanters, glasses, ^blets, jugs, bowls, dishes, &c. 
winai may be called the staple articles of the trade, and which 
exhibited an endless variety of elegant shape and exquisite work- 
manship^ but also of seveatd others, remarkable either for their 
grandeur and excellence of work, or for the curious nature of their 
ooDStniction : amongst the latter were two elegant bird cages, con- 
taining birds, which sang at periods during the procession ; a salute 
was fired several times nom a fort mounted with glass cannon, to 
the astonishment of the spectators; and a glasiB bi^le, which 
sounded the halts and played several marches, was also much ad- 
miied for its sweetness and correctness of tone^ Several elegant 
specimens of stained glass were exhibited, and many of the men 
wore gtals hats and carried glass swords. When the procession 
arrived at the Mansimi-house it hahed, when a salute was fired 
from the glass cannon ; the procession then moved forward, pass- 
ing abi^ the bridge to Gateshead, and up the streets of that town 
as far as Mr. Price's house ; it then returned and paraded throv^ 
the principal streets of Newcastle, and finally halted at Mr. Thomas 
Heron'i^ the Cock inn, at the head of the Side, where the men 
bekocm to finu'.of the houses were to dine. Here the brittle 
ifcrt wed a salute, as it had done several times befinre. - The men 
.of the two rsmaiaii^ faou8e& then proceeded to their r^spoettye 
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places of entertainmenty one to Mrs. Wallace's, Nag's Head^ fiMit 
of the Butchers* BsdIc, the other to Mr. Methuen's, Gateshead^ — 
Exhibitionf of this kind are highly commendable, not being a mere 
unmeaning shew calculated for caricature, but exhibiting to puUic 
view some of the finest efforts of human industnr and genius* 

IB2S (Sqfi. 26^.— Died, at Hedston Link House, near Wark- 
worth, Mrs. Jane Young, aged 105 years. 

October 29w---Died, at West Thirston, near Felton, Nortfamnber- 
land, Mr. Charles Gibson. Without any previous indispositioiiy be 
dropped down at his own door, and instantly expired. In earlj 
life he learnt the trade of a linen-weaver, in which he was very 
proficient ; but taking a dislike to the business, he save it up, ana, 
without any instruction whatever, commenced mi£ing musical in- 
struments, such as small pipes, huge bagpipes, violins, clarionets, 
&C. He also made telescopes, whidi he completed with admirable 
dexterity; and the late Dr. Herschel, the astronomer, did him die 
honour to in^ct and purchase some of his making. 

October 31. — Died, in Gateshead poor-house, Jane Downie, aged 
100 years. 

November 2.— A fire was discovered, about four o'clock on the 
morning, in the tallow-melting and candle-making house and kit 
of Mr. Caleb Wilson, in Walton-lane, Sunderland. The devouring 
element raged with great fury for about two hours, when, by the 
prompt exertions of Mr. Thomas Cook, the engine-keeper, and the 
ready assistance of the inhabitants in seneral, the fire was- got un- 
der, but not until that part of Mr. Wilson's extensive range of 
warehouses was entirely burnt down, and about half of the stock, 
&C. therein destroved. 

November S.^A dreadful explosion of inflammable sir took place 
<in the Plain Pit of Rainton colliery, in the parish of Hougfaton- 
le-spring, Durham, belonging to the marquis of Londonderry, when 
fiflv-three men and boys perished, and several others were dread- 
fully hurt, two of whom afterwards died ; twelve horses were also 
killed. A little befi)re eight o'clock, one of the overmen, and bood 
after, one of the workmen, descended the pit, and succeeded in 
bringing several of the sufferers to bank ; and in the course of the 
morning the bodies of all who had perished were brought up, with 
the exception of four, who were in the more distant PArts of the 
mine. The bodies presented a most shocking spectacle, oeing much 
burnt, and many of them very mudi mutilated. 

December 1. — ^Died, in Ahiwick, Miss Hindmarsh, aged 25 years. 
She was the author of the " Cave ofHooRqa^ a Tatigemn tVadi' 
HoHy and oiber Poeme^ published at Alnwick, her native town, in 
1818. This young lady possessed considerable literary talents, 
having, at the early age of^ fifteen, written several of the miscella- 
neous pieces whicn compose the above volume. 

Deoember 8«— Part of the splendid collection of books, belonging 
to John Trotter Brockett, esq., of Newcastle, were commenced 
selling by auction, in London, by Mr. Sotheby. The books, in 
general, were in fine conditicHi, and brought great pricea. The 
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fMawine are the most particular local works, with their prices : — 
Allan's Collection relating to Sherbum Hospital^ £4. 4«. ; Allan's 
Collection of Tracts, £52. 10«. ; Darlington Pamphlet, or, County 
of Durham Intelligencer, £6. IBs. ; Collection of Pamphlets respect- 
ing the Durham Magistracy, £3« 9s, ; Brewster's History of Stock- 
Con, £1. 6s. ; Rev. John Brand's Catalogue, £1. 14«. ; Brockett's 
Catalog of Coins, £1. 4a. ; Ritson's Catalogue, £2. 5s, ; Adam- 
spn's Life of Camoens, £1. lls,6d,; Tittle-tattle Mongers, £4. 5s. ; 
Gloaniy of North Country Words, compiled by Mr. Brockett, MS., 
£S. 8f. [This has since Deen published by Mr. Brockett, and has 

Bne through two editions.] Hilton's Titus in Sandgate, IBs.; 
onesto Willo^ a Cant, £1. 2f. ; Newcastle Custom-house Garland, 
£S, 49. ; Long Pack, on parchment, Is. ; Collection of Old Ballads 
and Penny Histories, collected by William Garret, 8 vols. £10. 10^. ; 
Roxby's Lay of the Reedwater Minstrel, I4>s. ; Hutchinson's Nor- 
thumberland, 8 vols., £6. 7s. 6d.i Horsley's Britannia Romana, 
jC17. 6s. 6d. ; Grardiner's England's Grievance Discovered, in rela- 
tion to the Coal Triide (onginal copy), £20. 9s. 6d. ; Bewick's 
Works (57 lots), £163. ISs. 6d. ; Grey s Chorographia (original), 
£5. 7s. 6d. ; Bourne's History of Newcastle, large paper, £54. \2s. 
There are only three copies of Bourne's History, on large paper, 
known to be in existence, one of which is in the possession of Wil- 
liam Boyd, esq. of Newcastle. See an account of Mr. Bourne and 
Ms Huitny^ February \6th^ 1733, voL i.page 148. 

1823 (Dee. \Q). — Soon after eleven o'clock at night, a fire broke 
out in the engine-house of the saw-mill belonging to Messrs. Brown 
and Son, cai^nters, at the head of Northumberland-street, New- 
castle, and the wind blowing strong at the time, the fire raged with 
•oeh fury, that before any engines arrived, the house and machinery 
were entirely destroyed. By the force of the wind, the sparks 
were carried into the adjoining stack yard of Mr. Lax, and unfor- 
tunately communicated to one of the stacks, which was soon in an 
entire blaze. By the arrival of the engines, and the exertions of 
the assistants, tlie other stacks were preserved. Part of the range 
of work sheds belonging to Mr. Brown were pulled down, to pre- 
vent the fire from spreading ; but fortunately the flames reacned 
DO part of them, or of the great stock of timber lying about. How 
the fire originated was not known ; when first discovered, it had 
attained no great height, but, from the injudicious bursting open of 
the doors, the wind soon raised the flames to such an ungovernable 
height, that in less than an hour, the whole building and machinery 
weie destroyed. 

December IS. — There was an extraordinary parade of the 
Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer cavalry, on the town- 
moor, Newcastle, for the purpose of presenting their worthy com- 
mander, Lieut-Col. Brandling, M. P., of Gosforth House, with a 
magnificent gold vase, unanimously voted to him by the individuals 
of that regunent. It was presented by Major Sir Charles Loraine, 
bart., who addressed the colonel in a very appropriate speech, to 
which the colonel made an eloquent reply. At the conclusion of tlie 
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Speeches, there were loud cheerings, which lasted some miiiiites. 
This magnificent present is a copy of Uie celebrated Warwick vase^ 
found in Herculaneum, and now in the possession of the earl of 
Warwick. With the pedestal, it is 19 inches in height, and will 
contain about eight auarts. The weight is upwards of 800 ounces. 
It was manufacturea under the direction of Messrs. Lewis and 
Wright, goldsmiths and jewellers, Newcastle. Although it was a 
cold winter day, with occasional showers, several ladies were pre- 
sent, among whom were Mrs. Brandling, Mrs. Bigge, Mrs. Dixon 
Brown, Mrs. Dr. Headlam, &c. &c. 

1823 (Dec. 27 J. — On account of Mr. Thomas Gustard, one of the 
brethren of St. Edmund's Hospital, having attained his 100th year, 
the Rev. John Collinson, rector, celebrated the event by a dinner 
at the Rectorv-house, Gateshead, for all the brethren, the old man 
sitting at the head of the table, and the rector honouring them with 
his presence. Mr. Gustard died on the 23d March, 1828, at the 
age of 104. 

The latter end of this year, the ci^ of Durham was lighted 
with gas, from an apparatus erected in a field adjoining FramweO- 
gate. 

This year, as some workmen were digging in a field adjoining 
the turnpike road at Halton Chesters (Roman station Hunnum)^ 
they discovered the foundations of a stone wall six feet thick ; this 
they traced about forty yards in a north and south direction, with- 
out reaching either extremity. A hypocaust was also found, fifteen 
feet square, tlie floor laid with Roman tiles. The flues were found 
very perfect. Several openings were found into a subterraneous 
passage, supposed to be a sewer, and which was explored above 
100 feet. A quantity of bones, both human and animal, horns of 
different kinds, and earthen vessels with inscriptions neariy obli- 
terated, have been dug up. 

^ Stowell-street, running westward from Heron-street, within the 
town walls, Newcastle, was this year commenced building. 

This year, died at Hexham, Mrs. £. Carr, aged 104 years. 

1824 fjan. 7 J. — Died, at Comsay, in the county of Durham, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kirkley, aged 103 years. 

January 8. — On removing a ImrroWy consisting of about 500 
cart loads of stones, on the farm of Mr. Black, at North Charlton, 
on the east side of the post road, and about 100 paces firom the 
six mile stone north of Alnwick, two rude sepulchres were found, 
about seven yards asunder ; the first consisted of four stones set 
on edge, four feet long and two feet broad ; these were covered by 
one large stone. In this sepulchre, which w(is about four feet firom 
the surface, were found some small bones. The other grave was 
of larger dimensions, being also formed of stones set on edge, and 
measuring within, full six feet long, two feet wide, and two and a 
half deep. The joints were cemented with a kind of blue clay. 
At the west end o£ this sepulchre, was a stone placed as a pillow, 
whereon was found a human skull, measuring nine inches long and 
seven inches across the temples ; the under jaw contained three 
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teeth ; there were also leg and feet bones found in their pro- 
per places. In this grave was also found a brass spear, about six 
lacbes lone in the blade, with two edges and a very sharp point; 
it bad a haft rivetted on to it, apparency of bene, but which 
soon crumbled to dust. This latter sepulcnre was about six feet 
from the surface, covered with one stone about seven feet long, 
four feet broad, and about twenty inches thick ; these, which were 
in a rough state, were bedded upon a blue" loam or day. No 
inscription was observable upon any of the stones. They were 
afterwards removed to the plantation of Charlton Hall, and the 

was sent to John Cay, esq^ of Edinburgh, proprietor of the 



1824 (Jan. 17;_Died, at South Shields, Mrs. Dobson, aged 
100 years. 

•/aittfary 23.— Hackney coaches were established in Newcastle, and 
the stand was appointed to be in the square in front of St. Nicholas* 
church. The fares were appointed by the right worshipful William 
IVright, esq., the mayor, acting between me proprietors and the 
public provisionally, until the rates of fare could be finally settled 
bj the magistrates assembled at the Easter quarter sessions, in pur- 
suance of the local act of parliament for that purpose. 

Jamuny 25. — A very elegant new organ, built and erected by 
Messrs. Wood and Co., of Edinburgh, was opened at Grateshead 
church by D. S. Hawks, esq., who kindly volunteered his services 
on the occasion. A very excellent sermon was preached on the 
morning by the Rev. Charles Thorp, of Ryton, from the 4th verse 
of the 100th Psdm, after which, a collection of £29 IBs. 5(L, was 
made to assbt in defraying the expense of the purchase and erec- 
tion of the organ ; and in the evening a very well arranged and 
suitable sermon was preached oy the Rev. John Collinson, of 
Lamesley, from the 5th chap. 2d Chron. verses 13 and 14, and a 
collection of £16. 2s. 2d. made. The church was crowded both in 
the morning and evening, and the instrument gave great satisfac- 
tion The performance was of the most masterly style. Mr. 
Hawks has been a prodigy in music ever since a boy. See May 
ISM, 1798, to/, upage 389. 

FAruary %^ — A fire was discovered raging with great violence 
in the cabin of the Pomona, Captain Fybiis, lying on the south side 
of the river at Newcastle. Considerable damage was done before 
it was extinguished. The fire originated from the over-heating of 
the cabin stove. 

Fdmtary 14. — The wind-mill belonging to Mr. George Blax- 
faind, atCarr's Hill, near Gateshead, was destroyed by fire. The 
adjoining dwelling-house was saved. How the fire, which took 
place at night, originated, could not be ascertained, as the mill had 
not been at work since the morning, and the premises had been 
examined and appeared secure a short time before the fire was dis- 
covered. 
' MofvA 9. — ^The town of Sunderland was first lighted with gas. 
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the brilliancy of which was much admired by a large concoorae of 
spectators. 

1824 (Mwrth 16^«— -The first general meeting of the Literaiyt 
Scientific, and Mechanical Institution, of Newcastle, was held m 
the Joiners' Hall, Mr. Robert Robson, in the chair. After some 
discussion, rules were adopted, and two secretaries, with eighteen 
members for an acting committee were chosen. April 27ui, the 
library was opened in a room in Pilgrim-street, which had been 
occupied as an auction-mart. Most of the books had been present^ 
ed. The first monthly meetine of this institution, the Rev. William 
Turner in the chair, was held May 11th, JL824. This institution^ 
which is at present in a very flourishing state, is held in veiy apa* 
cious apartments in a building fitted up for the purpose near the 
east end of Blackett-street. 

Mechanics institutions are established at nearly all the towns, &c. 
in the counties of Durham and Northumberland. 

March^ — Some masons working in a quarry at Cowpen High 
House, near Blyth, discovered, inclosed in a block of fireestone, 
two petrified fish, apparently, firom their shape and dimensions 
(about 2^ feet in length), of the salmon tribe, though the scales 
were larger than belong to that description of fish. The impres- 
sion of the scales was left on the stone in which they were found 

This month, the foundation stone of a new school-room, at 
Warkworth, for boys, to be built by subscription, capable of con- 
taining 100 children, to be instructea on the Madras system, and in 
the pnnciples of the church of England, was laid by the Rev* T. 
Winscom, the vicar. 

ApriL — The beginning of this month, as the workmen were 
cutting a drain, a little in advai\ce of the south side of the castle, 
of Newcastle, they discovered several human skeletons, some at 
the depth of eight feet, and others at the depth of three feet from 
the surface. I^o were found at about eighteen inches from each 
other, Ijring with the feet to the east, and secured firom the earth 
by rude sepulchres, the bottoms of which were formed of thin 
stones and lime, and the sides built up of stones, with stones laid 
upon the tops to support the superincumbent earth. A skull of 
one of these which the writer had in his hand, and inspected, bad 
a round perforation in the top, as if made by a ball ; the under 
jaw was attached to the skull, and had the teeth quite perfect, 
though very blunt, the teeth in the upper jaw were also perfect, 
with the exception of two or three in the front, which the workmen 
said they had knocked out. It is very natural to suppose that 
these must have been men of rank, from the manner of their in- 
terment, as the other bodies which were found, seemed to have 
been promiscuously huddled together. The skull, which is in a 
state of fine preservation, is now in the possession of Mr. Janes 
Wilkie, at the Dispensary, Newcastle. 

jipril 5^ — Died, at North Shields, aged 71 years, Mr. James 
Rringle, a most profound mathematician. The small shiure <£ 
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school education Mr. Ptingle had, he obtained at Cambo, in North- 
umberland. He was almost self-taught, having acquired a knowledge 
of the French, Latin, and Greek languages. At one period of his 
life he was an assistant for the " NatUiad Ephemen*^ under the 
late astronomer-royal, Dr. Maskelyne. He corresponded widi the 
late Dr. Hutton on scientific subjects. Mr. Pringle was for 22 years 
vice-treasurer to the North Shields Subscription Library, and was 
at all times an unassuming man. 

1824 (April b). — A Horticultural and Botanical Society was 
established in Newcastle. The first prize exhibition was held 
January 14th, 1825. This is held annually. 

April 15.— Died, at Witton Gilbert, Durham, Ann Hall, widow, 
aged 100 years. 

April 20. — Died, in Bridge-street, Blackfriars, London, the Rev. 
Robert Clarke, M. A., rector of Walwick, and lecturer of Hexham, 
aged 53 years. May Ist, his remains arrived at Newcastle in a 
hearse with six horses, followed by a mourning coach with four 
horses ; and on the Sd, the mournful procession was joined by se- 
veral private carriages, and set out with considerale heraldic splen- 
dour for Hexham, displaying a great number of banners and escut- 
cheons. The day was one continued storm of wind and rain, but 
notwithstanding, as the procession approached its destination, it was 
met and joined by the members of die different trades, and almost 
all the inhabitants of Hexham, in deep mourning, to testify their 
respect for the deceased. The shops were shut, the bells tolled at 
intervals, and the throng of people, accumulating as the hearse ad- 
vanced, produced an effect of imposmg and melancholy awe, which 
was much heightened by the solemn order of the procession, the 
rear of it being composed of a great number of respectable gentle- 
men of Hexliam and its neighbourhood, who walked in pairs. The 
fiimeral service was performed by the Rev. C. Lee, and after a so- 
lemn dim on the orean, Luther^ sublime hymn was impressively 
channted. By the deaUi of this great and good man, the town 
and neighbourhood of Hexham suffered an almost irreparable loss, and 
numerous odes, elegies, &c. &c., were written on the occasion. As 
a proof of the general estimation in which this gentleman washeldt 
a sermon was preached on the occasion, in the Iresby terian chapel, 
Hexham, on Sunday May 9th, 1824, by the Rev. James Richard- 
son, from 2d Samuel, 3d chap. 38th verse, and which was publish- 
ed by request. 

A^prilkl, — The barns, stables, cow-houses, and sheds, on the 
farm at South Acomb, near ByweU, the property of T. W. Beau<> 
mont, esq., M. P., were entirely destroyed by fire. Tlie dwelling- 
house and a cottage were all that escaped the devouring element 
The tenants had two calves, a cart, and a considerable quantity of 
implements of husbandry consumed, also a thrashing machine and 
sixty bolls of oats were destroyed. 

April 23. — Mr. George Gdmore, the surveyor of the turnpike^ 
road between Durham and Newcastle, having discovered that a 
sprinkling of the oil of salt (which can be mie at a moderate 
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expenBe) wm moat effectual in laying the dust of rosds for s con- 
siderable time witfaoat a repetition, whereas the effect of watering 
lasts only for a short time, tried the experiment at Birtley-lane, 
near Birtley, and found, after the lapse of a month, that it was still 
firm and damp, as this liquid attracts and retains the moisture from 
the atmosphere. Mr. Gilmore afterwards tried the experiment m 
the McAdamiaed part of Dean-street, and other parts of Newcastle, 
which still confirmed die value of the discovery, yet this sim^ 
method of allaying the dust has not come into general use. In the 
year 1823, Mr. GihnoiB was presented with a silver cup by the 
gentlemen connected with the road between Newcastle and Dnr- 
ham, for his indefatigable and prusewortby exertions on that turn- 
pike during the dreadful snow storm in the beginning of that year. 
April 27. — Workmen com- 
menced taking down the fine 
old Gothic window in the 
north transept of St. Nicholas' 
Church, in Newcastle. This 
beautiful window had long 
been in a ruinous state, and 
from the effects of a high wind 
(March 3, 1823), it was found 
. necessary to prop it. In this 
state it remaned until' the 
stone work of the new window 
was ready to be put in, which, 
when completed, together with 
several improvements in the 
interior of the north transept, 
&C., rejected a lasting honour 
on those spirited indiTiduals by whose generouty these alteratioDS 
were accomplished. This wood cut shews the window. 

1824 ^Moy 13^. — The foundation-stoneofa new church, dedicat- 
ed to St. John, on Gateshead Fell, was laid by the Rev. John Collb- 
son, A. M., rector of Gateshead. As is customary on such occasions, 
the coinage of the reigning monarch, from a penny, in silver, to a 
sovereign, was deposited ra a handsome flint-glass bottle, which 
bottle was placed in a cavity in the foundation-stone, along with a 
neat silver tablet, bearing an inscription which set forth the name 
of the rev. gentleman who performed the ceremony, the dignities, 
Ac, of -the rev. diocesan (the lord bishop of Durham\ the names 
of the trustees — Sir R. 8. Hawks, knt^ Matthew Atkinson, John 
Barras, Michael Hall, and Henry Smith, esqrs., and of the archi- 
tect, Mr. Ions, aa well as the day of the month, and the year of 
the reign of his majesty George IV. AfWr the stone was deposit- 
ed, the rector put up an excellent and appropriate prayer which 
was listened to with becoming attention- On the conclusion of the 
ceremony a salute of nine guns was fired from a temporary battery, 
which was answered by nine cheers from the populace. After- 
wards a large party partook of refreshments moat liberally and 
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faospitablj provided in a tent by James Hutchinson, esq., of Sheriff- 
hill. August SOy 1825| the church and cemetery were consecrated 
by the lord bishop of Oxford. Oct. SO, the church was opened 
€or divine service, when a sermon was preached by the Rev. John 
-CoUinson, A. M., rector of Gateshead. April 15, 1827 an excellent 
•organ was opened in this church, on which occasion Mr. D. S. 
Hawks presided. 

1824 ^Jfi^27^.^The Rev. John Collinson, rector, the four-and- 
twenty, the churchwardens, and a great number ik other inhabi- 
tants, accompanied by Mr. Forster, steward to Cuthbert Ellison, 
esq^ M. P., lord of the manor, perambulated the boundaries of the 
parish of Gateshead.* They commenced at the Blue-stone, on 
Tyne Bridge, at nine o'clock, attended by two constables with 
flags, and two excellent pipers, and were greeted at their depart 
tore by a salute of guns from Mr. Price's glass-works, and a peal 
of bells from St. Mary's church. They proceeded by the northern 
and the western boundaries to Wreclunton, where refreshments 
were provided for them, and music from an excellent band afforded 
amusement for the ladies in the festive dance. From hence the 
procession moved along the southern and eastern boundary to the 
river Tyne, where the constables and pipers took boat, and proceed- 
ed to the bridge. A number of medals^were distributed on th^ oc- 
casion, bearing on the obverse, within a circle of dots, the arms of 
Gateshead, round which '< Gaiethead Parish Boundary Token ;'* 
and on the reverse, within a circle of dots, << The Rev. John 
Cotthuon, Eedor," round which, «< Perambuiaied 21th May^ 1824." 
As there had not been a perambulation since the year 1792, a 
great number of persons attended. The perambulation ended at 
half-past four o'clock, when the party sat down to an excellent 
dinner, at the Black Bull Ind, Sir R. S. Hawks, knt., in the chair. 
This month, several very ancient oak coffins containing human 
bones, were found in draining a peat-moss belonging to the hon. 
Thomas Wallace, of Featherstone Castle, near Hdtwhistle, in 
Northumberland. The coffins were of rough oak, hewn out of the 
solid, and the covers fastened down with pins of the same. As 
plenty of stone is to be had in those parts^ it is reasonable to sup- 
pose, that these interments must have been anterior to the use of 
stone coffins. They were found about six feet from the surfiuse in 
wet clay. 

J^dy. — Tlie town's wall which extended from Newgate to Pil- 
grim-street, Newcastle, and the straggling houses which were built 
against it on the outside, were at this time being pulled down, 
for the purpose of forming an elegant new square and street, which 
have since been completed, and named '< Eldon-square," after our 
illustrious townsman the earl of Eldon, and << Blackett-street,'* 
afler the late alderman John Erasmus Blackett, esq. 

August ll..-.The cause so very interdsting to Newcastle and its 
neighbourhood— ||%ex versus Russell and others, proprietors of 
Wulsend colliery, was tried at York, before Mr. Justice Bailey and 
a special jury, it was in form an indictment for an alleged nuisance 
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in obstructing the navigation of the river Tjmey by erecting at the 
termination of the colliery railwaysy staiths or spouts for conveying 
coab directly from tlie waggons into the ships. Mr. Brou^^iam 
was counsel for the keelman, who were the real prosecutors. Mr. 
Scarlett for the defendants. A great number of witnesses were in at- 
tendance, but only 17 were examined on the part of the prosecution. 
No witnesses were called for tlie defendants, who obtained a ver- 
dict of not guilty, which was returned in three minutes by the jury. 
The cause lasted twelve hours. This cause was again tried* Au- 
gust 14th and 15th, 1828, at Carlisle, before Mr. Baron Hullock, 
and a special jury. Mr. Brougham was again counsel for the pro- 
secution, and Mr. Scarlett for the defendants. The latter did not 
call a witness. The jury, after a consultation of four hours, re- 
turned the following singular verdict : — *< Wejind that part rf the 
navigable channeli^the river Tyne^ cppotite to WaiUendp has been 
straitened^ narrofced^ lessened^ and obstructed by the gears described 
m the indictment f but we Jind^ nevertheless^ that the trade t^ the 
town of Newcastle^ and the harbour of the Tyne^ has at the same 
time^ greatly improved.** 

1824 fAug. 21 J. — A meeting of th&nobility, clergy, and free- 
holders of the county of Northumberland, took place in the county 
courts, in Newcastle, (by order of the high sheriflf}, to consider the 
expediency of forming a railway between Newcastle and Carlisle. 
Col. Coulson opened by recommending an easy communication irom 
sea to sea by a railway. Mr. Armstrong, merchant, then proved to 
the meetiD^the decided advantage of a ship canal over a railway. 
Sir M. W. Ridley, bart, then proposed that a committee should be 
appointed to inquire whether this communication would be most 
desirable by a canal or railway, which was unanimously agreed to, 
and the meeting broke up. March 26th, 1825, another meeting 
was held, when the report of the committee in favour of a railway, 
was agreed to unanimously and without debate. 

August 26. — This day (Thursday), there was the lowest soring 
ebb ever remembered in the river Tvne. Three pilots, L. Bum, 
junior, J. Harrison, and William Tufiy, walked across from the 
south to the north side of the river on Tynemouth bar ! a circum- 
stance, which it was believed, had never occurred before. At high 
water on that day, there were twenty-four feet, eight inches, water 
on the bar, and when the pedestrians set off they found only two 1 ! 

August 29.-»Died sudaenly, while sitting at his desk, William 
Richardson, esq., of North Shields, aged 65 years. Mr. Richard- 
son was born at Little-harle, Well-house, in the parish of Kiric- 
whelpington. May 26th, 1759, and where he obtained an accurate 
knowledge of local anticniities, and a high relish for the music, sones, 
and tales of the ancient jSorthumbrian borderers. He was a teach- 
er in hia youth, and kept a school for a few years at Backworth, in 
the parish of £iEU*sdon. He next removed to North Shields, where 
he practised as a notary public, for the long period of thirty *four 
years, and became secretary to several Marine Insurance Clubs of 
the port of Tjme. His correspondence was most extensive, and 
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the ease and rapidity with which he conducted it wefe really as- 
tonishing. He was a contributor to several periodical publications^ 
and a useful correspondent to some provincial newspapers. ^< Hot- 
sipur" and various other specimens of his poetic talents, were pri- 
vately circulated amongst his friends. His *^ Description of Crofl 
Spa/ obtained some celebrity, but his fame rests most upon his 
translation of Anacreon in chaste, smooth, and elegant verse. 
There is a marble monument to his memory put up in Tynemouth 
church. 

1824 (Sept 2), — During a severe thunder storm, the wife of Mi- 
chael Anderson, a hind at Westbumhope, near Hexham, and the 
horse on which she was riding were instantaneously killed by light- 
ning, on the road between Ridlamhope and Westbumhope. Her 
husband was with her, and was struck down and blinded, but re- - 
covered his sight. Six cows belonging to Mr. Ralph Forster, of 
Barrasford, were killed by one flash. A horse, at Wittonstall, was 
also struck dead, A thorn hedge, near Horsley, was set on fire, 
and burnt for about forty yards. In a house, near Newstead, be- 
tween Alnwick and Belrord, a man was killed, and another much 
hurt by the lightning. A cow, the property of Mr. Murdy, of 
Heifer-law-badc, was also killed in the field. A pig was killed by 
the lightning, at a house near Morton-square, a few miles from Ber- 
wick and a man at the same place was dightly injured. Two 
houses in Zion-street, Sunderland, were much damaged by the 
lightning. As a butcher was driving some lambs in the Back Lane 
fouy of Uiem were struck dead. A mason returning home with his 
trowel in his hand, the lightning struck the trowel, and carried it 
to a considerable distance. The man was not hurt. At Middleton 
in Teesdale, as Mr. John Finkney, one of the stewards to the 
London Mining Company, at that place, was returning home, 
about a mile vtom Middleton, he and his horse were both killed 
upon the spot. He left a widow far advanced in pregnancy, and 
SIX small children to lament his awful fiite. A tremendous fiash 
went down the chimney of the poor-house, in Barnard-castle, and 
though above twenty persons were in the rooms, it providentially 
did no material hurt It came out of the fire-place of the first 
story, and though some old men were sitting round the fire, it did 
not hurt them, except striking one deaf a little time. It then 
proceeded to the next room, tore the plastering from the wall, 
ploughed up the boards for two yards or more, passed under the 
feet of an old woman who was sitting on an iron bedstead, yet did 
her no harm. It then proceeded to the lower story, played round 
the room in the most astonishing manner, leaving marks of its 
power ; from thence it went through the wall into the back kitchen, 
knocked one man down, and though the mistress of the house and 
a girl were nearly in a line with it, they only found its effects a few 
hours. A person in the kitchen said he distinctly saw it go out of 
the door in the form of a ball of fire. When the master went into 
the rooms to look after the old people, the sulphur was so strong 
that he could scarcely enter, and die scene was past description. 

VOL. II. A a 
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1824 (SepL \%) Died, at Deptford, Bishopweannoutli^ 

Claxtoiiy aged 101 years. 

SeptemSer 20. — Died, at Sunderland, Jane Wajman, aged 100 
years. 

September 28.— .The new market^ouse at Stockton, for butchen, 
was opened for public use, and the same day the first horse fair was 
held in Stockton, and a public cattle shew very numerously attend- 
ed, and rewards distributed. 

October S. — Between one and two o'clock on the momingy the 
iron foundry of Messrs. Guthrie and Co., of Tweedmouth, was dis* 
covered to be on fire. Notwithstanding the utmost exertions on 
the part of the inhabitants, with the water engine from Berwidc, the 
fire continued its progress until about five o'clock, when with diffi- 
culty it was got under, after destroying a great part of the building. 

October 5. — A grand musical festival commenced at Newcastle, 
which lasted four days. It was composed of the first vocal and in- 
strumental performers in the kingdom. There was a large assem- 
bly of the nobility and gentry of all the northern counties in the 
town, and one-fifth (£769) of all the monies received for tickets c^ 
admission to St. Nicholas' church and the Theatre Royal wai oiv^ 
to the charitable institutions of Northumberiand, Dilrhann and Nel^- 
CBStle. From the number of the nobility and gentry who #tfc« its 
patrons, this festival was the most splendid that had ever lUnn 
place in Newcastle. ^ A copious and interesting account" of ikm 
*' Grand Musical Festival" was intended to have been published ih 
octavo by Mr. T. C. Sykes. ^S^ May 2\sL 1825. 

Same day a hay and straw market was estaMtshed in New- 
castle, to be holden on the Ptoade Ground, at the head of Fengr- 
street, on the Tuesday in every week* 

October 10.— One of the severest stonns of wind and vain ever 
remembered took place in Newcastle and its neighbourhood* It 
continued without mtermission for nearly twenty-four hours. The 
rain fell in torrents, and laid considerable tracts of land nnder 
water. Much damage was done on the banks of the river Wear, 
by its rising to a tremendous height ; but the most latal and des- 
tructive effects were felt at sea and along the coast, when 200 ves- 
sels were cast away. 

October 12.— One of that rare species of birds called the Great 
Northern Diver, was shot on the river Tyne^ near Newcastle, Quay, 
by a keelman. Various inefiectual attempts wene aoade by diftrent 
persons above the bridge to secure it. The storm on the 10th and 
11th was supposed to have driven this unfortunate visitor ftom its 
northern haunts, as not one of this species had ever been seen m 
far south before. 

October 19. — A hay and straw market was established in Sun- 
derland, to be held in the High-street, on the Tuesday in eadi week. 

October 23.— About nine o'clock at night, a fire broke out in the 
house of Mr, John Rennison, bookseller, Berwick, which consumed 
a considerable quantity of stock in the wareroom where it origi- 
nated, and before it could be got under, commiiiiicated to a 
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bflflrooiD adjoining ; bj the prpmpt attendauce of the engines^ the 
Qjre was in the ^oiirse of about three hours extinguished. It was 
OD^i^i§f^ by the shop-boy going up to the wareroom with a 
o|knd)#, from ^hich a spark had reached some loose papers. 

1824 C Oct 25 J.'-T' A prize fight between two young men of New- 
c^^tlej Qained James Wallace, a bricklayer, and Thomas Dunn, a 
butcher, was fought on Barlow Fell, near Ryton, in the county of 
Durham* It was for 20 sovereigns a side, and completely in the Lon- 
4ofa style, as the combatants had their seconds, &c. &c. It was com- 
pilted, that at this disgraceful scene there were not less than 2,000 
persons, who evinced much disappointment at the speedy victory 
obtained by the bricklayer over his antagonist After the eighth 
round, in all of which Wallace proved his superiority, time was 
called, ^d he was declared the victor. On the morning and at 
i|i^t Newcastle exhibited great agitation. The chaise which con- 
veyed Dunn to the scene cf a/cHon^ ran over an old man and broke 
both bis legs, whi^h caused his death a short time after. 

Same day, an explosion took place in the George Pit, Lumley, 
when fourteen human beings were launched into eternity. 

NoneHiber 1. — Died at North Sunderland, Northumberland, 
Elisabeth Gregory, widow, 9ged 104 years. 

Nai^ember 5. — About twelve o clock at night, the water corn- 
mill at Chester-le-street, in the occupation of Mesrss. Croudace, 
Sqnith, and Wight, w^s discovered to be on fire, the fiames burst- 
ing through the doors, windows, &c. A number of the inhabitants 
promptly repaired to the spot to render assistance ; there being no 
engine in the town, some of them immediately went to Lambton- 
baUy and brought the engine belonging to J. G. Lambton, esq., 
M. P., but too late to render any assistance, as the roof and the 
ufqper lofts fell in about two o'clock, a very fortunate circumstance 
for the proprietors of the other buildings near the mill, as a large 
thatched house, the mill s^les, and other buildings were within ten 
yards. The machinery had all been put up new about four or five 
months before. There were about nfty sacks of flour dressed, a 
quantity of dressed wheat, and upwards of six hundred bolls of 
corn. The loss was supposed to be between £1.400 and £1,600; 
No p^rt was insured. The water wheels were the only part saved 
from the devouring element. 

November 7. — A fire broke out in the cabin of the ship Emerald, 
Captain Plringle, when moored off the Custom-house quay. North 
Shields. It was discovered from the Excise-office, and the alarm 
givep. With the assistance of the crew of the Fleetwood, of Lon- 
don, and others, it was got under without much damage. 

Nqvember 8. — A letter from Captain Davidson, of the ship North- 
umberland, of North Shields, to his owner, stated the following 
fact ; the ship was lying at Sierra Leone : — <' On the 8th of Novem- 
ber, 1824, one of our crew being on the bowsprit fishing, dropped 
(lis knife overboard. He made a great deal of work about it, but 
judge his surprise, when on the same afternoon he caught a dolphin 
with the identical knife in its belly. The fish was cut up in my 
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presence, and I saw the knife taken out*' This is coincident with 
the restoration of Mr. Anderson's ring. See 1559, voL t . pa^e 75. 

1824 (Nov, 18^.— -A meeting was held at Alnwick to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of ests3[>lishing a Mechanics' Institution for 
the instruction and improvement of the operative classes. The ob- 
ject of the meeting having been laid before his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, his grace, with his wonted liberality, approved of 
it, and became its patron. The right honomraUe Earl Grey also 
became its president. June 22d, 1831, die foundation stone of a 
new building for this institution was laid in the Green Bat in that 
town with great ceremony, by John Lambert, esq., who generously 
presented the society with the site for the building. 

The same evening Hexham was first lighted with oil lamps. 

November 19. — An explosion took place in the Dolly Pit, New« 
bottle colliery, which proved &tal to the eight deputy overmen and 
wastemen who were below at the time ; wiA also to three of five 
others who afterwards descended in search of the dead bodies. 
A partition which divided the shaft (it being a double one) was 
blown from its situation and fell to the bottom. 

On the evening of the same day a quantity of gunpowder having 
been accidentally ignited in the shop of Mr. Archbold, grocer in 
Wooler, caused a tremendous explosion, by which the windows of 
the shop were driven out, and those of the second and third story 
of the same house> and also those of the adjoining house were 
broken. Some rolls of Spanish juice were dnven to the opposite 
side of the street, by which several squares of glass were broken. 
Mr. Archbold's eyes were much injured by the powder. 

November 24. — Died, at Throckley Fell, Ann Jamieson, aged 
102 years. She resided at Bamborough 58 years, and was one of 
the greatest spinners of the north ; and what was remarkable, the 
last twelve months of her life she span forty yards of cloth for the 
use of her son, although she had been blind for above three years ; 
and it was with the greatest difficulty she could be kept firom her 
wheel on the morning of her death. 

1824 (Dec, 6 J. — The new branch of the turnpike road firom 
Tyne-bnde to Durham, by Potticar-lane, at the head of Gates- 
head, and the Low Fell, to avoid the great elevation of the hill-top 
over which the old road went, was commenced making. The royd 
mail first passed along this road, June 17th, 1826. 

December 7. — About four o'clock on the morning, a fire broke out 
m the carpet manufactory of Messrs. Harrison, Crosby, Dunn and 
Co., at Bamardcastle ; die wind at the time blowing very strong 
fi-om the west, caused the flames to increase very rapidly and en* 
danger the whole street, but fortunately, in a few minutes, the 
wind ceased, and by the great exertions of the neighbours, the fire 
was got under, but not till nearly the whole premises were destroy* 
ed. Many of the windows on the opposite side of the street were 
broken, and several families near the place removed their goods and 
children, many of them nearly naked. The loss was estimated at 
£1,500., and no part was insured. 
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1824 (Dee. lO^^^The out-houses atBalkwell, near Nortfi l%ields 
belonging to Mr. Richard CoweU, were discovered to be on fire 
when the bam, with a thrashing machine, a byre and a stable in 
which was a fine young horse, were consumed. The stack-garth and 
dwelling-house, by the prompt exertions of the neighbouring far- 
mers, were saved from the devouring element. This was supposed 
to be the act of an incendiary, as a short time before a hay stack 
was set on fire, which Mr. Cowell was positive could not have ori- 
ginated from accident, and therefore kept a watch every night till 
that on which the last conflagration happened. 

Z)eo0fi^25.— The wind blew, with short intervals of calm, a perfect 
hurricane for several days, and the snow, sleet, nun, and frost fol- 
lowed each other with astonishioe rapidity. The river Tyne was 
swoOen to a great extent. The villages by the water side were all 
more or less inundated. At Blaydon the water rushed into one 
house in such a torrent, that it was found to be seven feet deep, 
and the inmates were obliged to be taken out by a boat from the 
window ! A butcher in the village had two sheep lost. The coaches 
were all delayed by the state of the roads. On the above day 
the horses had to swim with the True Briton coach across the river 
at Corbridge. It was four hours behind its usual time of arrival at 
Newcastle from Carlisle. The Carlisle mail, which ought to have 
reached Newcastle at 7 o'clock at night, did not arrive till half-past 
eleven o'clock on the following morning, as they were obliged to 
stop ail night at Hexham, not deeming it safe to cross the bridge, 
or rather the river at Corbridge. 

December 27. — The foundation stone of a Presbyterian chapel in 
connection with the United Secession church of Scotland, was 
hid in the Newbottle-road, near Houghton-le-Spring, by George 
Robinson, esq., of that place, in the presence of part of the con- 
gregation. 

1824 (Dec. SO;.— Died, at Rothbury, Christian Long, aged 102 
years. 

This month, the workmen in forming two windows on the north 
side of Carliol Tower, Newcastle, found a cannon ball weighing 
upwards of 2Slb. It had penetrated about two feet into the wall, 
where the north-east window is now made, and was probably shot 
during the siege of that town by the Scots in 1644. See vol t. 
page^l. 

1825 (Jan. b). — The Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, of 
which his grace die duke of Northumberland is patron, held Iheir 
12th anniversary meeting in the rooms provided for their accomo- 
dation in the new erection of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society in Westgate-street, James Losh, esq., one of the vice-presi- 
dents, in the chair. John Adamson, esq., treasurer, read a very in- 
teresting report to a numerous attendance. 

FebfTuary 2. — In the night of this day (Wednesday), there was a 
tremendous hurricane, which did considerable damage to chimneys, 
buildings, and shipping. It was followed the next day by a most 
extraordinary high tide. At Newcastle the river rose above the 
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quay» on whic^h boats were floated^ and several bouses on both sides 
of we nver Tyne were ipuadated> keels ^unk, and floats of timber 
set adrift. 3y the tide of Friday rooming, several cellars in the 
lower parts of Shields were filled, and other damage unstained ; but 
the greatest sufferer was Mr. Wall* of the Low Lights, North 
Shields, ship-builder. The sea breaking heavily upon the quay in 
front of the building-yard, washed the same away, apd two vessels 
on the stocks, the one intended for a brig of abput 120 tons, timber- 
ed &pd partly plankedf and the other a sloop nearly finished, were 
washed off, and the liurger vessel laid a complete wreck. The sloop 
waS| by the praiseworthy exertions of several of the inhabitants and 
seamen of the town, with much diflSculty got into a place of safety, 
but not without receiving much damage, iind in the whole, it was 
calculated that Mr. W^T had sustained a loss of nefurly £700. A 
subscription was commenced for the sufferer. The ground washed 
awav at the Low-lights, was almost beyond belief. Part of Uie 
wall in iront of CUfford*8-fort, also gave way, over which the sea 
broke with tremendous fury ; nor were the banks and rocks at the 
extremity of CuUercoats sands, able to withstand the impetuosity 
of the waves- A hujge rock, which projec^d like a canopy, fell to 
the ground, and an inroad of several feet ij^to the slaty bank, was 
visible. At Seaton Sluice, the tide was the highest ever remem- 
bered by the oldest inhabitant. The wind blew a heavy gale firom 
the nor&ward, and the sea was tremendously high, whidi, with the 
tide, threatened at one time to destroy the harbour. A breach was 
made by the sea through one of the piers, but by very great exer- 
tions it was repaired before the next tide. The whcue of the east 
sid^ of the stone pier was destroyed, and the entrance to the old 
harbour blocked up. The vessels in the port, fortunately did pot 
sustain any damage. At B}yth also, the tide rose to an unprece- 
dented height. A house adjoining Mr. Hutchinson's school, was 
washed down, and the inmates, six in number, narrowly escaped 
being drowned. The poor woman of tlie house had only been 
brought to bed the preceding evening. Great praise was due to 
Lieutenant Hall, R. N^ and to Mr. John Campbell, for their bene- 
volence and humanity to the poor sufferers. At Newbiggen, con- 
siderable damage was also done by the same storm. The tide was 
extremely high at Sunderland, and accompanied by a tremendous 
sea, which caused great destruction to the cliffs at the edge of the 
moor^ immense portions of which were washed away ; the sea rush- 
ed up the banks with such force, ^ in many piaces to extend 
twenty yards on the moor. The ship Brancepeth Castle, in making 
the harbour> carried away a great portion of the tempor^y pier ; 
and on the following day, the remainder of the pier was carried 
away by a Scots brigf both vessels were injured. 

1825 fFeb, 6^« — A new chapel belonging to the Baptists, called 
the Salem chapeli waf first opened for divine service at South 
Shields, and sermons were preached by Captain Gardiner, and the 
Rev. J. Stratton, of Sunderland, after which the sum pf £16. Ss. 6d. 
wi|s collected in aid of the building fund. 



A. D. 1825.] REMARKABLE BTBNTS. 168 

1826 {FA* 20^.—- A. neat ahd commodioiis Methodit t chapel was 

a^ned at Sadbel:ge9 near DtEurlington, by Messnu Atkinson and 
oel, local pk-eachers at the latter place. 

Ftbruary ^St-^A numerous and highly respectable meeting of 
the inhabitants of North and South Shields, was held at the Norths 
umberlahd Arms inn, North Shields, wbeh it was resolved to erect 
ao iron bridge of suspension over the riVer Tyne, between these 
towns* Captain Samuel Brown, R. N., the original projector of 
mspension bridges, having made the necessary surveys, gave in his 
estimate of £93,000., which the gentlemen friendly to die prcgeol 
determined should be disposed of in shares of £100* each, and in 
consequence, pkns and elevations Were engraved and shares dis- 
posed of. Mr. William Chiqpman, of Newcastle, civil engineer, 
made several reports, and Mr. Telferd^ of London, was also con^ 
suited^ both of which gentlemen confiftned its pvacttosbility ; yet this 
project has been laid aside, and two steiun ferries have since been 
established. See March Ui, 1829. 

Februafy 26^-^Died, at Bishop Auckland, Grace Cummins^ aged 
100 veai^. 

Mtreh 19.— In the night, Etri milli near Woder, occupied by 
Mr. George Oswidd, was burnt down. The origin of the wre cbuld 
not be acooanted for. 

ilfareA.-— Labourers employed in digging fotr gravel in a SM at 
Hartbiim, near Stockton, discovered two human skdetons^ oftie at 
the depth of two feet, the other at the depth of four ^t, and about 
ten yards asunder. From the appearance of the bones, it was evi- 
dent they had lain long in the ground, and had been full*grdwli 
ptfsons. 

J^mtU 10.-*Died, at Bishopweannouth, Elspeth Manners, aged 
102 years. About a year before her death she had a great toe 
amputated, and bore the Operation with great firmness. 

Jfoy 1.— ^His grace the duke of Northumberland, had &n au- 
dience with his maiesty, and took hia leave preparatory to his 
Kce's embas^ to Paris, to be present at the coronation of the 
g <^ France, as the representative of the king of England. The 
next day, their graces tbe duke and dudhess with their suite, kft 
Northainberland-housiB, and arrived at Canterbury the same even- 
ing, whence they proceeded to Boume-place> the residence of the 
honourable and venerable Archdeacon Percy, where they dined 
and slept, aud proceeded the following molmitiff to Dover. His 
grace^s suite» whifch consisted of ten carriages, nad arrived there 
the dky before^ His grace was received with every demonstratEon 
of respect, and the nraal discharge of artillery from the heights. 
A numerous retinue of servants and horses had arrived at Payoe'a 
York hotel, some days previous. His nujesty'fe steam vessels the 
Lightning and Comet, had arrived in the harbour a day or two be- 
fore, for the purpose of conveying the duke across the channel, 
atod in which his grace and suite embarked amidst the hos^as of 
thousands of the spectators, who thronged the pier heads. On 
. leaving the harbour, the cannon again resounded from the batteries, 
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to which the Brazen, maiiM)f-war, lying in the roads, and intended 
as a convoy, commanded by Ciqitain Greorge WiUis, replied, by 
firing a royal salute as the steam vessels approached her. 

1825 (May I), — ^Died, at Cullercoats, Mrs. MaryBames, widow, 
aged 101 years. 

May 3. — ^The foundation stone of the north pier of an intended 
chain bridge, over the river Tyne, at the west boat, near Hexham, 
was laid. 

May 11.— Messrs. C. and 6. Green, ascended in the car at- 
tached to their magnificent balloon, from the Nun's-field, in New- 
castle, amidst an immense concourse of spectators. The day being 
cloudy they were soon out of sight, but to gratify the spectators, 
they descended so as to be again visible, they then ascended and 
takmg a north west direction, alighted near Newbiggen, about four 
miles from Newcastle. On the 23d, these gentlemen again ascend- 
ed from the same place, but from an accident in the valve, it was 
with difficulty that they reached a field near the white-lead works, 
at Low Elswick, near Newcastle, The balloon having dragged the 
splendid car over a wall and through a hedge, all its splendid de- 
corations were torn off it and noUiing left but the wicker work. 
Failing in this attempt, these gentlemen again ascended on the 3(Hh 
of the same month. The balloon rose most majestically from the 
Nun's-field, in an almost perpendicular direction to a great height, 
and bore away to the south, crossing the whole county of Durham, 
and finally alighted near the Tontine inn, Yorkshire, a distance of 
48 miles firom Newcastle.The daring aeronauts having secured the 
balloon, proceeded to Stockton, where they were greeted on their 
arrival by an immense multitude of people. June 16th, Messrs. 
Green ascended from Stockton. The ballon took a westerly direc- 
tion for about four miles, when it met with a counter current, which 
brought it back again over the town, where it appeared stationary 
as if for the double eratification of the great concourse of people 
assembled at that |^ace to witness it. It then bore away rapidly 
for the mouth of the river Tees, but meeting with another current, 
it was carried in the direction of Acklam-hiul, between which place 
and Morton, the intrepid voyagers landed in perfect safety, after 
being absent from the earth forty-five minutes. July 5th, Ab*.' 
George Green ascended from the P&lace-green, in the city of Dur- 
ham. The weather being fine, a great concourse of people had 
assembled. The balloon though not above half inflated with gas, 
ascended a few minutes after four o'clock, and had a most beauti- 
ful appearance. It took a south-eastern direction, and after re- 
mammg in the air for about thirteen minutes, descended in a field 
of wheat on the estate of John Gregson, at Whitwell Grange, about 
three miles from Durham. The (kscent was seen with the naked 
6yc, by several spectators from the city. A post chaise and four, 
which was dispatched immediately after the descent, returned to 
Durham with Mr. Ghreen and a friend, soon after six o'clock. The 
greatest elevation of the balloon this short voyage was 2,200 feet 
as proved by the fluctuation of the meroury« July 14th) Messrs. 
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O. and W. Green made a fourth ascent from the Nun's^field, in 
Newcastle. The day waa uncomoionly fine» and the aeronautg rose in 

Slendoiur to a peat height. After being about twenty minutes in 
e alr^ they landed with ease and safe^ in a field near Long Ben- 
ton, about uiree miles Arom Newcastle. Messrs. Green again vi* 
sited Newcastle, on thie 8th of September, 1881, wiueh ses. 

1885 fMojt 81^.^Died, in I^grim-street, Newcastle, after a 
Ungering illness, Mr. Thomas Charlton Sykes, a native of New«> 
castlcy ih the 2^ year of his age. He was a young man of (?qb- 
aiderable talent, and, at the time of his last severe attack, was clerk 
and reporter to the Durham County AdvmfUer newspaper. He 
was a member of the Society for Literary Discussion, and other 
similar societies formed in Newcastle by young men whose pursuits 
were of a literary cast He was the^ author of rarious pi^^ces in 
prose and verse, some of which appeared in the local journals. At 
the time of his death he had maae very ample collections towards 
a complete account of the << Grand Musical Festival" held in New- 
castle in 1824, and much material towards a Lifb of Dr. Percy, 
author of that beautiful ballad «< The ffermU of Warhwortk:* 
These collections not long before his death he committed to the 
flames. Mr. Francis Humble, the proprietor of the DurAam 
Onm^ Advertiser, paid the following tribute to his memoty in that 
journJ of Bfay 28th, 1825 ^— » Died, at Newcastle, Mr. Thomas 
Charlton Sylces, late clerk in the office of this paper. He possessed 
a bold, vigorous, and well-cultivated mind, a rapid conception of 
ideas, and a fine poetic taste, which gave promise of ftiture exoel- 
lence, but a delicate constitution, unadapled to the sedentary 
habits he had acquired through a love of study, graduall v gave way 
and destroyed his earthly prospects. After a lingering illness, 
which he bore with great composure and resignation, he expired 
without a struggle on Saturday last, at the early age of 21, deeply 
lamented by hw friends, and regretted by afi who knew him. 
The editor of the Durhmm Chroniehf Mr. J. H. Veitch, also an- 
nounced his death in terms highly honourable to the memory of 
the deceased* 

June 8« — ^The foundation stone of a new light-house, erected 
bj the Trinity board of Newcastle, was laid on the Ltmgekme rooft, 
one of the Fern islands, on the coast of Northumberland. February 
15th, 1826, the light was exhibited for the first time in this new 
Kght^house. 

June 15. — The foundation stone of a new bridge at the con- 
fluence of the rivulets at the head of the Old Bum-lane, Hexham, 
was laid in masonic form by Mr. Matthew Wilson, saddler, amidst 
a great number of the inhamtants of the town and neighbourhood. 

Jume 20..— The infimt school at the Orphan-house, in Newcastle, 
was opened, and upwards of 70 children from 2 to 5^ years of age 
were entered. Other infant schools have since been established at 
Newcastle. 

June 23.-*The foundation of the new building for the Lying- 
in-Hos(Mtal was laid in Bridge Street, Newcastfe. Mr. Dobsmi 

▼oi«. II. B b 
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was the acchitect of the building. Messrs. Welsh were Uie 
builders. Mr. Joseph Price, of Gateshead, presented an el^mnC 
stained glass window, which is placed over the entrance door. The 
present professional attendants are Drs. Smith and Bulman ; sur- 
geons, Messrs. Greenhow, Frost, and Hardcastle, the latter of 
whom is also secretary. Matron, Mrs. Mary Jefferson. Since the 
commencement of this charity on the Ist of October, 1760 (ieejooL 
upoffe 229 J, to and with the 30th of September, 1830, the follow- 
ing poor married women have been placed upon the books : — 3551 
discnargedin health from the hospital; died in thie hospital, 22: 
never appeared at the hospital afler having been placed upon its 
books, 266 ; remaining on the books, 19 ; total, 3858. 

1825 ^June 26 J, — About half-past two o'clock on the morning 
(Sunday) an alarming 6re was discovered in the manufactory of Mr. 
Harvey, tobacconist, Head o^ the Side, Newcastle. Engines were 
sent for with all possible dispatch, and they continued to plaj till 
about half-past five o'clock, when, bv great exertions, the fire was 
overcome. The presses and a cutting-engine were destroyed, and 
the whole of the building, from the ground-floor to the roof, was 
entirely consumed. It was with the greatest difficulty that Mr. 
Harvey's shop, and Mr. Wylie's flax-warehouse, adjoming, were 
preserved from the flames. 

Jtdy 3. — This evening, an explosion took place in the Juliet 
pit, belonging to Messrs. Lamb and Co., at Harraton Outside, near 
Chester-le-street, by which dreadful accident eleven human beii^ 
lost their lives, ana all the horses down the shaft were destroyed. 
Had it happened a few hours lAer, the number of pitmen and boys 
in the mine would have been forty or fifty. No cause could be aa- 
signed for this lamentable catastrophe. 

JtUy 8. — The new' Scots church at Hexham, was opened for 
public worship. Opening services were performed also on the 
Sunday and Monday following, when excellent discourses were 
delivered by the Rev. Robert Lundie, from Kelso ; the Rev. W. 
Rentoul, from Maryport; and the Rev. A. Richardson, from 
Longframlington. The Rev. J. Richardson, after a solemn prayer 
and reading the scriptures, delivered a very animated address. 
The sround on which the church was built was presented by T. 
AV. Beaumont, esq., M. P. It was built on the plan of Mr. 
Green, architect, of Newcastle. 

July 26. — Died, at Preston, near North Shields, Mrs. Mary 
Verdy, aged 100 years. 

August 3. — In consequence of existing differences between the 
shipowners and seamen of the port of Sunderland, the latter, 
on the above day, attempted forcibly to prevent ships going out to 
sea, when a most melancholy affiur took place. A ship called the 
Busy, was going out with a number of special constables on board, 
to protect the crew, when the men assembled in great numbers, 
and attempted to prevent her by boarding. They soon overpowered 
the civil force, when a troop of the 3d Light Dragoons from the 
barracks at Newcastle, who had been sent for some time before, to 
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assist in preserving the peace on the river Wear, were called upon 
to assist tne magistrates in getting the ship out to sea. They suc- 
ceeded in driving the intruders out of the ship, but in passing the 
north sand where ships are obliged to keep close in shore, those on 
board were assailed with stones and other missiles, from a numerous 
mob of men and women, which they bore with patience a consider- 
able time, but, one of the soldiers having been severely wounded in 
the face, they were ordered to fire in their own defence, which they 
did at first over the heads of the rioters, but without the desired 
effect. Seven or eight shots were then fired at die crowd, by which 
three men were killed outright, and another was mortally wounded, 
and died next morning. Several were wounded. After this affray 
the town remained in great commotion for some time, but, more 
military having been procured from the barracks at Newcastle, the 
mob dispersed without any further mischief. The names of the 
four men who were killed were William Wallace, Thomas Aird, 
John Dovor, and Ralph Hunter Creighton. The coroner's verdict 
upon the three former was justifiable homicide ; but, upon the lat- 
ter, who was a carpenter, a verdiict was returned ofaccidenial deaths 
he not being engaged in the riot, but a spectator. In a day or two 
after, another man, a labourer, died, in consequence of having re- 
ceiTed a shot when going from his work. 

1825 fAuff. 17 J. — Died, at Monkwearmouth-shore, Margaret 
Nicholl, aged 104> years. 

August 19. — Died, in the Freemen's Hospital, in the Manor- 
chare, Newcastle, of which he was governor, aged 63, Mr. John 
Marshall. He was a native of Newcastle, and educated at the Free 
Grammar School of that town, under the late Rev. Hugh Moises, 
A. M. Mr. Marshall, who was an excellent classical scholar, had 
been at sea the early part of his life, and afterwards, in consequence 
of having been jilted by dame fortune, ** and with her departed all 
his summer friends," became a schoolmaster. He was tne author 
of *^ The Village Pedagogue^ a Poemj and other lesser pieces^ togS" 
ther with a WaUtfrom Newcastle to Kfswieh." 12mo., 1817. This 
deservedly esteemed little volume went through a second edition. 

August 29. — The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a new 
chapel of ease at East Rainton, in the parish of Houghton-le-spring, 
in the county of Durham. 

September I, — The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated the new 
church of Falstone, in the county of Northumberland. This is one 
of the livings into which the large rectory of Simonbum, was divided 
by act of parliament. 

Septemoer 6« — Died, at Blyth, Mr. William Carr, blacksmith, 
agea 69 years. He was six feet four inches in height, and weighed 
24 stones, and was supposed to be one of the strongest men in Eng- 
land when in his prime. Various surprising stories are told of his 
feats of strength. 

September 12. — His royal highness the duke of Brunswick and 
suite passed through Newcastle from Scotland. 

September 27. — I1ie Stockton and Darlington railway was 
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fonnally opened by the proprietors for the use of the public* It ia 
25 miles in length. To give eetdt to the public openingof the lOttd 
a programme was issued, stating that the proprietors would assemble 
at the permanent steam en^pne below firussekon Tower, about nine 
miles west of Darlington, at eight o'clock. Accordingly the com- 
mittee assembled at the bottom of Brusselton engine-plane, sear 
West Audkland, and here the carriiiges, loaded with coals and 
merchandise, were drawn up the eastern ridge, by the Brusselton en- 
gine, a distance of 1960 yards, in 7^ minutes, and then lowered 
down the plane on the east side of the hiU, 880 yards in 5 minutes. 
At the foot of die plane the locomotiTC engine was ready to receiTe 
the carriages, and here the novelty of the scene, and the fineness 
of the day, had attracted an immense concourse of qpectatocB, the 
fields on each side of the railway being literally covered with ladies 
and gentlemen on horseback, and pedestrians of all kinds. The 
train of carriages was then attached to a locomotive engine, buflt 
by Mr. Greorge StejAenson, in the following order s — L Locomotive 
engine, with the engineer (Mr. George Stephenson) and assistants. 
2^ Tender, with coals and water ; nexl^ six waggons, loaded with 
ooals and flour ; then an elegant covered coach, with the conunitee, 
and other proprietors of the railway; then 2l waffgoos, fitted up 
for passengers ; and, last of all, six wi^ons, loaded with coals, 
making, altogether, a train of 38 carriages, exclusive of the eneine 
and tender. Tickets were distributed to the number of near 300, 
but, sudi was the pressure and crowd, that both loaded and empty 
carriages were instwitly filled with passengers. The signal being 
given, the engine started off with this immense train of carriages, 
and, such was its velocity, that, in some parts, the speed was ore* 
quendy 12 miles an hour, and| in one place, for a short distance, 
near Darlington, 15 miles per hour, and, at that time, the number 
of passengers were counted to 450, which, together with the coals, 
merchandise, and carriages, would amount to near 90 tons. After 
some little delay in arranging the procession, the ezigine, with its 
load, arrived at Darlii^top, a distance of 8|mi]es, in 65 minutes. 
Six waggons loaded with coals, intended for Darlington, were then 
left behind, and, obtaining a firesh supply of water, and, arranging 
the procession to accommodate a band of music and passengers 
from Darlington, the engine set off again, and arrived at Stockton 
in 3 hours and 7 minotes, including stops, the distance being nearly 
12 miles. On the arrival of the procession at Darlington, it was 
received with burst9 of applause* By the time the cavalcade ar^ 
rived at Stockton, where it was received with, great joy, there were 
not less than 600 persons within, and hanjg^ing ^ the carriages, 
which excited a deep interest and admiration. Part of the work- 
men were entertained at Stockton, and part at Yarm, and there was 
a grand dinner for the proprietors and their most distinguished 
guests, to the number of 102, at the Town-hall in Stockton. 
Thomas Meynell, esq., of Yann» was in the chair^ and the mayor of 
the town acted as vioe-{wesident. The first rail of the Stockton 
and Darlington railway was laid by Thomas Meynell, esq., of the 



A.D. 1826.] RKMAAKABLB EVENTS. 169 

Briaroge, Yaim, near St. John's WeU, Stockton, where the depdt 
lor coal 18 now erected, on the 23d of May, 1822, with public c^ 
reinonies and rejoicimr. 

1825 (OcU 2])— -The farm-house upon the lands of Dukesfield, 
naar Bamborough was discovered to be on fire. Mr. Lilbum, the 
tenant, and the neads of lus &nily, had gone to the meetiog on the 
mambg, and had left the house in chaige of the servant girL She 
and the younger part of the family having walked into the fields, it 
was long before the fire was discovered, and, before assistance could 
be fMTocured the house was nearly enveloped in flames. The wnole 
of the furniture (some trifling thuygs excepted), the linen, the wear- 
ing apparel, a stock of wool, and cash in notes to a considerable 
amount, were entirely destroyed. Fortunatelv the house had no 
connexion with the outbuildings and stack yard. 

OUober 5.-*An explosion took place in Hebbum colUery by 
which four men were suffocate by the after-damp. The carburet- 
ted hrdrogen gas took fire at a steel mill which was employed while 
the Davy Tamps were cooling. 

OcUibtr 12. — ^A pair of spectacles, in a steel case^ were taken 
out of the maw of a salmon in the fish-market, Newcastle. 

OetahtT 18. — ^Died, at Hexham^ Mrs» Jane Rutherford, in her 
106th year. 

Novtmber 6. — ^This morning (Sunday), at a little before fne 
oV;Uk^, an alarraing fire broke out in premises occupied by Mr. 
Charlton, tallow-chandler, at the foot of €iallowgate, adjoining St. 
Andrew's church-yard, Newcastle. From the tallow-house it com« 
municated to a stable on one side, and a dwelling-house on the 
other. The stable and tallow-house quickly fell a prev to the de- 
vouring element, toother wkh two horses in the rormer. The 
dwelling-house was in such a state of conflagration, that the inmates 
were gbd to escape, almost in a state of nudil^, with their lives. 
Every article of furniture and wearing apparel belonging to these 
peopie were completely destroyed. 

liovember 14. — ^Died, at Edinburgh, John Fuller, esq., M. D. 
Dr. Fdler was the author of *^ The HUtory of Bermeh-upon' Tioeedf 
mduding a short Account rf Ae ViUag€S<f T^weedtmnmand SpU- 
ialf Sfe^ with engravings, Svo., 1799. In 1824, the doctor issued 
promectuses fo)r ^*A General View Qfthe Border Hieiaiy ofEng- 
land and Scotiandy" but which was not published in his life time. 

No^^ember 16.-— A new chapel, in connexion with the church of 
Scotland, called St. George's chapel, was opened for divine service 
in Villiers-street, Bishopweannouth. 

November 19.«— Died, in Grindon-chare, Newcastle, Abigail Gray, 
aged 101 years. She retained all her ftculties to the last. 

1826 (Jan. 2^^— The new fish-market, at the east end of the 
Giuldhall, Newcastle, was first opened by 9l grand proceeeion of the 
dealers, attended by a band of music A dinner was given to them 
on the occasion, and All Saints' betts rung many a merry peal. 

Jammy 8.— A horrid murder was committed upon the body 
of an inottensive man named Joseph Hedley, aged 75 years, residing 
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alone in a cottage in Homer's-lane, near Warden, in Northumber- 
land. As he had long followed the business of a quilter, he was 
well known in that neighbourhood under the name of ^Joe the 
QmUerr His fate was much lamented by all who knew him, and 
^e parish of Warden offered one hundred guineas for the appre- 
hension of the murderer, but who has to the present time (1831) 
eluded detection. He had made a vigorous resistance, as he had 
not less than forty-four wounds upon his body. Mr. A. B. Wright, 
of the theatre, Hexham, wrote some elegiac verses upon this most 
atrocious and bloody deed. 

I826j<'t/afi. 6^« — ^A large box arrived in Newcastle in the night 
by the Telegraph coach from Leeds, weighing upwards of sixteen 
stones. Suspicion having been excited by similar boxes having 
passed throueh Newcastle, the ofiBcers of police were sent for, and, 
on opening the box, they discovered the dead body of a man whose 
stature must have exceeded six feet. He was apparently between 
forty and fifty years of age, large boned, with dark hair and acquiline 
nose. The corpse had not become putrid. The package was ad- 
dressed to Mr. Simpson, 61, Princes-street, Edinburgh.' A coro- 
ner's inquest was held on this subject on the following morning, and 
a verdict returned that << no marks of violence appear on the body, 
but by what means he came by his death, no evidence doth appear." 
The body was afterwards interred. 

January 10. — A Subscription Fancy Ball took place in the 
large assembly room, Newcastle* The company formed a splendid 
assemblage — ^many of them being very fancifully dressed, and with- 
out mas^. They began to assemble about half-past nine o'clock, 
and at ten the ball wasted off by Matthew Bell, esq., of Woobington, 
and Miss F. Loraine. The quadrille dancine commenced with 
Richardson's new and favourite set ; and was xept up with great 
q>irit until one, when the company were ushered into the small 
assembly room, where an abundant and elegant cold collation was 
set out, of which the decorations were greatly admired. The viands, 
ornamental confectionary, and jellies, were excellent, particularly 
the latter, which were most beautifully transparent. The whole 
reflected great credit on the industry and skill of Miss Brodie. 
The repast went off with the greatest hilarity and satis&ction, 
during which the company was entertained by the music of the 
band from the Barracks, which also welcomed them on their en- 
trance* After supper dancing was resumed, and kept up until a 
late hour in the morning. Inere were 212 ladies and gentlemen 
present. The following is a list of the principal names, charac- 
ters, costumes, &c. : — Mr. W. H. Wilkinson (Durham), a Dalma- 
matian; Mr. Henry Hewitson (Seaton Bum), an Old English 
Gentleman ; two Misses Ekins and Miss Flounders, Italian Pea- 
sants ; Mr. Wake, a Chinese ; Isaac Cookson, jun. esq., a Private 
Gentleman ; Miss Kirsopp, fiuicy dress ; Mr. Anderson (banker), 
very splendid court dress; Miss Brathwaite, Miss Buddie, Miss 
Burnet, fancy dresses ; Mrs. and Miss Rutherford, plain ; two 
Misses Rogerson, plain ; Mrs* Smart and the two Misses Russell 
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THeworth), fancy dresses; Mrs. CoUinson (Gateshead), a Lady 
from the island of Mborca ; Miss Price, the Queen of Malacca, 
incog, rblack-ftced) ; Miss Ddbson, a French Peasant ; Mr. Dobaon, 
Colonel in the Egyptian Service ; Mrs. fry and Miss Jolia ColUnson, 
elegant fiincy dresses; Mr. and Miss James, Highland dresses; 
Mr. George Cram» All Bey ; Mrs. Cram, Morgiana ; Miss Cram, 
Clari ; Mr. P. G. Ellison, a Royal Archer ; Miss M. Ellison, Vari- 
ella, in the Weathercock; Miss C. Werge, a Scots Girl Qrery 
neat) ; Mrs. T. E. Headlam, very splendid fiill dress ; Mrs. Wm. 
Brandling, fancy dress; Mr. W. Brandling, uniform; Mr. Bell 
(Woolsington), uniform; Mrs. Bell, Prussian Lady; Mrs. James 
Anderson, fancy dress ; Miss Huthwaite, full dress ; Mr. Adamson, 
Colonel's Uniform ; Mr. Bates, regimentals ; Miss Bates, Emma ; 
Mrs. J. Atkinson, Private Lady ; Mr. William and Miss Smith (St. 
Lawrence), &nar dresses ; Mr. M<Intyre, splendid Highland Chief- 
tain ; Mr. and IVlrs. Hedley (Benridge), elegantly £essed ; Miss 
Hick, fancy dress; Mr. Keenlyside, court dress; two Misses 
Headlam and Miss Connelly, fancy dresses ; Mrs. and Miss Jobling 
(Newton Hall), full dress ; Mr. Jobllnff, court dress ; Mrs. Trevelyan 
and two Misses Trevelyan, splendid full dresses ; Mr. and Mrs. 
Aynsley, full dress; Mr. Hood and the two Misses Hood,' Spanish 
Peasants ; Dr. Headlam, an Old Gentleman ; General Terrot, uni* 
form ; Mr. Bigge (Linden), Northumberland Hunt full dress ; Mr. 
Coulson, jun. (Blenkinsopp), regimentals; two Misses Coulson, 
Bohemian Peasants; Miss Airey, fancy dress; Mrs. Shadforth, 
Turkish costume ; Colonel Coulson, uniform of Northumberland Mi- 
litia ; Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart., Lady Ridley, two Misses 
Ridley, Mr. Ridley, and Mr. Wood, full dresses ; Col. Bowwater, 
court dress ; Mrs. General Laye, Spanish Lady ; Mr. Laye, jun., 
Spanish Nobleman ; Miss BrumeU, Polish dress ; Mr. Brumell, Old 
Gentleman; Miss Loraine, fancy dress; Miss F. Loraine, fancy 
dress; Mr. J. Cookson and Misses C. full dresses ; Mr. Bates and 
Miss Bates, &ncy dresses ; Mrs. Losh, full dress ; Miss Hannah 
Smith, Tyrolese Peasant ; Miss E. Cookson, Danish Lady ; Miss 
Ellison (Charlotte-square), full dress ; Mr. Noel £llison,fancy dress ; 
Mr. Samuel Parker, Cossack; Mr. and Mrs. Dixon Dixon, full 
dresses ; Mrs. Dale, Lapland Bride; Mr. and Mrs. Cuthbert, fancy 
dresses ; Major Thompson, uniform ; Miss Parker and Miss Surtees, 
Italian costume; Miss C. Heron, an Arabian Princess; Mr. J* 
Smith, Turkish costume; Miss Smith and Miss Ogle, Spanish 
dresses ; Miss Purvis, Hungarian ; Misses Brumell (Morpeth), fancy 
dresses ; Mr. Tathwell, an Old Englishman ; Miss Tathwell, elegant 
Grecian dress ; Mr. John Brandling, court dress ; Mr. Edward Lo- 
raine, Jack Tar ; Mr. Hutchinson, splendid college dress ; Mrs. J. 
Davidson, full dress ; Mr. Jackson, Lord of the Ides ; Mr. C. Jack- 
son, an Old Gentleman, time of Charles the First : Dr. Bulman, court 
dress ; Mrs. and the Misses Bulman, fancy dresses ; Mr. Georse 
Bulman, uniform ; Mr. C. J. Big^e, Spanish Grandee (very elegant} ; 
Mr. Otter, court dress of Louis XIV. ; Mr. J. G. Clarke, Spanish 
Grandee ; Mr. J. Jobling, West Indian Planter ; Mr. M. L. Jobling, 
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itSaraoen; Mrs. Clarke, faU drees; Mr. Ker, jtin^ plain dress ; Mr. 
R« C. Askew, court dress; Miss Losh, very splendid; Mr. J. L. 
Loraine, an elegant OJd Gentleman of 1711 ; Mr. Brandling, uni- 
fiirm of the Gosforth CaTahy ; Mrs. Brandling, full dress ; Miss 
Milner and Miss Lambert, fkney dresses ; Mr. Jaques, Swiss Pea- 
sant ; Mr. and Mrs Allgood (Nunwick), full dresses ; Colonel Bell, 
fancy dress ; Mr. Henrv Bigge, admirable as Dr. Pangloss ; Mr. W. 
J. Cirey, lun., Spanish Nobleman; Mr. Thomas P^mberton, court 
dress ; Mr. Ettridc, a Gentleman of the Old School ; Miss Ettrick, 
fancy dress; Mr. Anderson and two Misses Anderson, Spanish 
costume, llie Officers of the First Light Dn^oons were in their 
unifbnns ; and the Mayor of Newcastle Arch. Reed, esq., wore his 
official chiun. 

1826 (Jan. \1), — The first coals from the new colliery on the 
Springwell estate, belonging to the Right Hon. Lord Ravenswortfa, 
and partners^ were conyeyed down the new railway (about five and 
a half miles in length) to the river Tjnie, and put on board the ship 
Industry, at the improved new drop, erected on the Jarrow Grange 
estate of Cuthbert Ellison, esq. About half-past eight o'clodc on 
the morning, the excellent band composed of his lordship and part- 
ners' colliers at Mount Moor, in their new uniforms, with cockades 
at their caps, marched to the pit playing several pleasing airs, and 
fbllowed by a great concourse or spectators, amongst whom was 
an individual nearly 100 years old, (who had expressed a wish to 
see the first coals go fh)m the pit, having when a girl, on the like 
oocasion, seen the first coals sent fh>m the old colliery to the Wear,) 
fbr the acommodation xi^ whom the agents sent a carriage to convey 
her thither, aad gave her a cockade which she displayed at her 
bonnet. The procession left the pit at 9 oclock in four waggons, fit- 
ted up fbr the accommodation of the band, the agents of the colUeiy, 
and several ladles and gentlemen visitors, with a numerous con- 
course of persons on foot, and with eight chaldron waggons of coals, 
descended down the inclined plane, and preceded by the band, 
passed onwards towards the Tyne. On the coal waggons crossmg 
the turnpike road from Sunderland to Newcastle, the company gave 
three cheers, the band playing ^ God Mve the king," On the pro- 
cession arriving at Monitton, it was joined by some of the agents of 
the other coUieries of his lordship and partners, and other gentle- 
men, and finally arrived at the top of the inclined plane, near the 
river, about half-past eleven o'cIock, where numbers had assembled 
to join the procession, and view the operation of shipping the coals, 
which are called Lord Ravenswordi and Partners' Peareth's Wfdis- 
end. After placing the band in front of the cottages built on the 
spot, the coal wagsons descended down the plane, one at a ttme^ 
and landing upon the platform of the drop, were lowered on to the 
dedc of the ship. The emptying of the first wa^on was announced 
by a discharge of cannon, returned by a like aischarge from the 
opposite shore. After the emptying of the coal waggons, die 
agents with a few select friends proceeded to Newcastle, and par- 
took of an excellent dmAer provi^d on the occasion by Mr. 
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Ricbard80D> of the Three Indian Kings, on the Quayside. Many 
local toasts were gtven» witli songs ; one composed for the occasion, 
and sung by captain Welsh, gave much satinaction. 

1826 cJan. 17, J — On the morning a terrible explosion of fire« 
damp, took place in Jarrow colliery, near South Shields, Durham, 
belonging to Thomas and Robert Brown, esqrs., of London, by 
which thirty-four men and boys were killed ; and some others mucn 
burnt. Forty-five horses and two asses were also killed in the 
mine. The explosion took place in the Bensham pit, which had 
been recently sunk to the lowest seam. The cause could not be 
ascertained, as none who were in the place where the blast origi- 
nated, were saved. It appeared on the coroner's inquest, on the 
body of Richard Beli, one of the sufferers, that the overmen and 
deputies had inspected all the workings on the morning of the day 
on which the accident occurred, and the wastemen had gone 
through the waste. There was no appearance of danger, but on the 
contrary, the pit seemed well ventilated, and in a perfectly safe 
state. The number down the pit at the time was forty-eight. 

1826 (Jan, 22 J ^ — ^Died, at the vicarage house, in Newcastle, the 
rev. John Smith, A. M., vicar of that town, in the 6l8t year of his 
age. He was a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and a mem- 
ber of the senate. About the year 1790, he was appointed second 
master of Westminster School, under the rev. Dr. Vincent, he was 
afterwards presented with the livine of Silkstone, near Barnsley, in 
Yorkshire, and in 1804, succeeded to the vicaraee of Newcastle) 
upon the demise of the rev. J. D. Carlyle. During a constant re- 
aidence for nearly 22 years upon his cure, he made many friends 
by his kind and hospitable disposition. He was an example of 
christian charity, for he not only '< did not seek his own," but in 
many instances returned what he received, and gave away privately 
to the extent of his means, while to the public charities of the place 
he was a liberal benefactor, and promoted many of them by the 
most vigilant personal attention and unceasing exertions. February 
the Ist, his remains were interred in a vault in St. Nicholas' church- 
yard near the library door, with every token of respect from great 
numbers of his sorrowing parishioners. The procession was pre- 
viously arranged in the vestries of the respective churches, and set 
out from the vicarage about one o'clock. It was altogether on foot. 
The beadles with their staves led the way, followed hj mutes, next 
came the boys and girls of St. Nicholas' charity schools. The caps 
of the former were trimmed with crape, and they had also a crape 
rosette on the lefl arm. The dresses of the gu*ls were also simi- 
larly trimmed. They were followed by the several parochial 
officers, select vestrymen, &c. of the town. The clergy of the estab- 
lished church followed. The procession was closed by a number 
of the private friends of the deceased, among whom were the mayor 
of Newcastle (George Forster, esq.), and several of the corporate 
body. The churchwardens, &c., wore scarfs and hatbands, the rest 
of the gentlemen hatbands only. From an early hour on the morq- 
ing till the interment, the great bells of the several churches tolled, 

VOL. If. c c 
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the flag on the castle was displayed half-staff high, and the shops 
in the line of the procession were all closed. The concourse of 
spectators was immense, and so eager were they to witness the in- 
terment that a great portion of the wooden paling on the south side 
of the church-yard was broken down by the pressure. A whole- 
length black profile portrait of this diyine is published. 

1826 (Jan, 23^. — Died, at Loosing HiU, near RayensworA, Dur- 
ham, Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, aged 100 years, enjoying her memory 
to the last. 

This month, died, at Dalton, near Hexham, Mrs. Hannah Mid- 
dleton, in the 102d year of her age. 

Ffhfwiry 1. — Died, after a few hours' illness, at his seat, Gos- 
forth House, in Northumberland, Charles John Brandling, esq., 
M. P. for Northumberland, and lieutenant-colonel of the Nortfaum* 
berland and Newcastle cavalry. He was interred, on the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, at Gosforth church, with great solemnity. At an early period 
of the day, carriages of die wealthy and powerful began to arrire 
at Gosforth house ; and many persons on horseback and on foot went 
from Newcastle and the neighbourhood. At two o'clock, the body, 
in a splendid black coffin, was placed in the hearse ; four mottming 
coaches then drew up at the hall door, and receiyed the sorrowing 
mourners ; and about half-past two the solemn procession moved 
for the final depository, The procession occupied nearly half s 
mile in extent. There were, includmg the hearse, upwards of 
thirty vehicles, nearly one half of them drawn by four horses each. 
After these came, in deep mourning, a troop of'^the Newcastle ta* 
valry. A number of his tenantry closed the line. On arrivd at the 
church-yard, where a stone vault of considerable dimensions had 
been constructed, the body was met by tlie rev. Mr. Walker, who 
performed the service in a very impressive manner. The pall was 
supported by sir M. W. Ridley, M. P., sir Charles Loraine, sir C. 
M. L. Monck, harts., R. J. Lambton, C. W. Bigge, and C. J. Cla- 
vering, esqrs. As chief-mourners appeared the rev. R. H. Brand- 
ling, John Brandling, R. W. Brandling, Thomas Creevey, M. P.> 

R. Burdon, Matthew Bell, William Linskill, Walter Fawkes, G. 

Wentworth, and Charles Ogle, esqrs. After these foUowed a nunn 
her of gentlemen with scarfs and hatbands. The church was crowded 
to excess, indeed the whole way from Gosforth House to the church 
was lined with sorrowing spectators. 

February 8. — Died, m Silver-street^ Newcastle, Mr. James Al- 
lan, aged 102 years. 

pSruary 16.— The Free Masons' Lodge, No. 26, in the Groat 
Market, Newcastle, was consecrated and dedicated with great so- 
lemnity. They had removed from their lodge, in the Bigg-market, 
to these rooms, which had previously been occupied by the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, that body having removed to their nt« 
building in Westgate-street. 

Febniary 17. — llie foundation of a light-house, at the east end 
of the pier at the mouth of Berwick harbour, was laid by Admiisl 
Stow. 
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1826-- -The beginning of this year, the numbering of the houaet 
and shops in the various streets^ &c. of Newcastle, was commenced. 

March 18. — A fire broke out at the Lonning-bum, a farm in the 
parish of Ekdon, Northumberland, in the occupation of Mr. William 
Armorer, of the Dunns, which entirely consumed the farm-stead 
and two cottages. Great exertions were used bv the neighbours 
to stop the conflagration without effect. The stack-yard and other 
premises were saved bv the wind being favourable. 

March 21. — ^Died, m St. Nicholas poor-house, in Newcastlct 
Jane Young, aged 104 years. She was the daughter of Alexander 
and Maigaret Young, and baptized at the parish church of Yet- 
^olm, on the 2d of March, 1722. 

March 25. — Died at his house in Cavendish-square, London, 
after an illness of six weeks, the right reverend Shute Barrington, 
kurd bishop of Durham, in his 9Sd year. After an education at 
^ton and Oxford, where he wai for some years FeUow of Merton 
college, he entered into holy orders, was appointed chaplain to 
King George II., and afterwards to King George III. In 1761, he 
was made canon of Christ-church, Oxford, and a few years after- 
wards residentianr of St. Paul's. In 1769, he was consecrated 
bishop of Uandaff, and continued in that see till 1783, when he was 
translated to Salisbury. In 1791, he succeeded Dr. Thomas Thur- 
low, in the opulent see of Durham. August 4th, his lordship made 
a public entry into his diocese when he was met at Croft bridge 
about noon, by Sir Hedworth Williamson, hart., attended by all his 
officers, as well as the officers of the see, and a number of gentle- 
men, to congratulate his lordship on his safe arrival in his diocese. 
His lordship was also met by John £rasmus Blackett, esq., as sub- 
stitute for Sir Edward Blacxett, hart., lord of the manor of Sock- 
bum, who presented bis lordship according to ancient custom with 
a fidchion.* His lordship, with his attendants, proceeded to Dar- 
lington, where they dined. At Farewell-hall, about two miles from 
the city of Durham, his lordship was met by the chapter, where 
the Bev. Dr. Sharp, as sub-dean, addressed his lordship in a hand- 

* The manor of Sockburn is held under the bishop of Durham, by knight*8 
sefvice and the following ceremonj : — At the first entrance of the bishop, the 
lord of Soddnim, or his agent, meets him in the middle of the river Tees, at 
Neshaniy where the river is fordable (otherwise on Croft-bridge), when he 
p resen ts a fidcfaion to the bishop, as an emblem of his temporal power, and 
repeats the following words :— ** My tord Whop, i here preserU ym» wUh ihefiiU 
dUoB, wAenevtiA iheduunif^ifm Conyert «lnv the worm, dragon, orfieryjiying serpetU, 
wkkh iettroyed man, woman, and Md ,* in memory of which, the king then reigning, 
gave hkn the manor of Sockburn, to hold by thit tenure, that upon thejirst entrance of 
every iiahop into the county, thit fukfdon thouM be pretented,** The bishop takes 
the ftkhion in his hand, and immediately returns it to the person that pre- 
scDlB it, wiahinff the lord of Sockburn health and a bng enjoyment of his 
manor. Crofl-Sridge, over the river Tees, consists of six laige arches and 
one smaller axch on the southern side. The structure is maintained by the 
aortb-riding of the county of York, and by the county of Durham. The blue 
stone which marks the boundary, rests on the pier of the third arch from the 
Durham side. Sockburn church, a small neat structure, contains the arms 
and raooumenlal inscriptions in memory of various of the Conyers fiunHy. 
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f ome speech, to which the hishop made a most elegant reply* The 
company then resmned their carriages, and at the head of Old 'Ek^ 
vet, vrere met hy the banners of the incorporated companies of the 
city of Durham, music, &c. At the entrance of the market ^ace, 
the mayor and aldermen, were ready to congratidate his lordship. 
The procession then went forward to the cathedral, where his lord- 
ship leaving his carriage, was conducted to the Consistory or Spirit- 
ual Court, and vested in his pontificals, upon an elevated place, 
where the virgin Mary's altar formerly stood. In leaving the Con- 
sistory, his lordship advanced to the body of the church, where he 
was met by the prebendaries, minor-canons, lay-singers, and cho- 
risters, who preceded his lordship to the high altar, sinking << Te 
Deamr After a short prayer, his lordship was led to his mrooe ; 
divine service then began, which was read bv the rev. the dean of 
Rochester, in the course of which, Ebdons ^^ Magnificat^ and 
*' Nunc dimUhu^** and Purcd'a ^* I was glad" were sung by the 
choir, at the conclusion of which, his lordship gave his Messing 
to the congregation. Service being finished, his lordship was con- 
ducted as before to the great north door of the cathedral, where 
the prebendaries took their leave ; and, being preceded by the high 
sheriff, and attended by many of the gentlemen, his lordship re- 
tired to his castle, and the day following, received the compliments, 
of a great number of the clergy and gentlemen of the county. 

18S;6 f March 25.J—A ttyst fair for the sale of cattle, horses, 
sheep and swine, was held in Hexham, by order of the lord and 
lady of the manor (Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont), on the above day for 
the first time, and to be continued on the same day in every suc^ 
ceedlng year. 

March 29^^Between eight and nine o'clock in the evening, a 
lunar rainbow was observed in the atmosphere at Newcastle, the 
stars shining bright through an unclouded sky, and no moon visible; 
an arch of a dull white or nebulous light, clearlv defined, gradually 
extended itself from west to east, stretching itself over the town. 
The two points towards the horizon being much narrower than the 
middle. The stars were visible through this luminous vapour, 
which continued about two hours, and then gradually dissolved 
away. It exhibited none of the flickerings usual with the Aurora 
Borealis. 

April 3^— Two men whose united ages amounted to 302 years 
were intered at Houghton-le-Spnng, Durham, viz. : — John £>rew, 
of that place, aged 91 years, and Thomas Fletcher, of Philadelphia, 
in the same parish, aged 111 years. The latter retained his senses 
entire till within a few hours of his death. His grandfather died at 
the age of 120 years, and his sister 102 years* His uncle was 105 
years when he died, and he could read the smallest print the day 
before his death. He was in the train band of Mr. sWlo, of East 
Shaflo, in the year 1745. 

April 14k— 'Died, at Sunderland, Jane Dryden, widow, aged 103 
years. 

Aprii 23-*Dr. William van Mildert, was installed bishop of 
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I>Tirhainy at London. July 2l8t| be arrived at the city of Durham^ 
and was installed in the cathedral there. 

1826 (May 4i^.«-Being ascension-day, the mayor of Newcastle^ 
accrording to ancient custom, surveyed the boundaries of the river 
Tyne. In the evening, on the return of the barges, &&, from New- 
bum, and a little above the Crooked Billet, a small boat wherein 
^were twelve persons, was unfortunately run foul off and upset by a 
steam-vessel, and a young man and a young womah, named John 
lAmbton and Mary Gregg, lost their lives. Coroner's verdict^ oe- 
eidcinUd death. Deodand on the steam-boat, £5. 

May 30« — An explosion took place in Townley Main (Stella) 
collienr on the river Tyne, by which lamentable occurrence thirty- 
eight human beings lost their lives. 

mlune 12« — A fire broke out in the premises occupied by Mr. 
Moor, as a sail-cloth manufacturer in Queen-street, Sunderland, 
which at first had a very alarming appearance, but, by the timely 
arrival of the engines, and the assistance of those present, it was got 
under without communicating to any of the adjoining premises. 

June 13« — About ten o'clock in the forenoon a fire broke out 
in a tenanted house in Hornsby's-chare, Newcastle. It bore at one 
time a very alarming aspect, owing to a quantity of tar, in a mer- 
chant's cellar underneath, having caught fire, but, by the prompt 
arrival of the engines, and the praiseworthy exertions of the neigh- 
bours and individuals who had arrived at the spot, the fire was con- 
fined to the premises where it broke out, which were totally 
destroyed, with almost all the furniture of the inmates, who barely 
escaped with their lives. 

July liT— In consequence of some language which was given 
on the hustings at Alnwick on the preceding day during the gene- 
ral election for Northumberland, a duel was fought on Bamborough 
sands between John George Lambton, esq., M. P. for Durham, 
attended by the Hon. General Grey, and Thomas Wentworth 
Beaumont, esq., attended by Mr. Plunkett, when, after an exchange 
of shots, the i^air was terminated to the satisfaction of the seconds. 

July 6 Died Mrs. Jane Watto, wife of Captain Watts, R. N., 

and youngest daughter of the late George Waldie, esq., of Hen- 
dersyde Park, Roxburghshire, and Forth House, Newcastle. This 
lady was distinguished by uncommon literary talents, and by her 
fine original paintings from nature, which commanded universal 
admiration in the exhibitions of the Royal Academy at Somerset- 
house, and were ranked with the works of the first artists of the 
day. Mrs. Watts was the author of << Letters an Bottandy" ^^Rame 
ta the \^th Century^** and a very interesting novel entitled ^ Canti* 
nental Adventures^" 3 vols., &c. &c. 

July 26. — Died, at his residence at West Jesmond, near Newcastle, 
sged 68 years. Sir Thomas Burdon, knight, lieuL-col. commandant 
of the Tyne hussars, and of the Second Durham local militia, one 
of his Majesty^s justices of the peace for Northumberland, and for- 
merly an alderman of Newcastle, and twice mayor. His lady, who 
had been dead some years previous, was a sister of the Right Hon. 
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the Eul of EUoQ and tha Right Hon. Lord Stowell. Sir Thomas, 
who bad been a staunch supporter of Mr. laddell during his caaTass 
fiNT Northumberland, was custinguished for his loyalty, hospitality, 
and charity ; and was uniTersalTy esteemed for the urbanity and 
kindness o£ his manners and heart. Sir Thomas had the honour of 
knighthood conferred upon him at Carlton-house by the Prince Re* 
gent on the 14th May, 1616. 

1826 fAug. bJ^-^An iron, or suspension bridge, ovet the river 
Coquet, at Hepple, in Northumberlandy was opened. It was pro« 
jected by Mr. John Wilson, of Rimside. Its greatest span 90 feet, 
and was calculated to Bupport a weight of six tons without suffering 
permanent alteration. The expense of erection did not exceed 
£30.!! 

August 7. — A hackney coach was commenced running at 
Gateshead, in the county of Durham. 

Attffuti 14>.— A newly-erected extensive paper-mill at Scots- 
wood, near Newcastle was discovered to be on fire. Two engines 
from Lemington were immediately procured, and a person sent 
express to the Newcastle Fire-office for the engines belonging to 
that establishment, but such was the nature of the materials of the 
mill, that the premises were soon a heap of burning ruins. The 
flames had a most terrific appearance, and ignited a part of an 
adjoining coal-staith, as also a hedge and some trees in the vicinity. 
Towards the evening, and after the engines had left, the large stock 
of paper and other materiab, covered by the falling of the walls, 
&c., again burst into flames, and, owing to a strong southerly wind, 
burnt with great fury, when several cottages occupied by the 
workmen, and a coal-tar manufactory adjoining, were set fire to, 
and, had it not been for the exertions of the workmen in extin* 
guishing the burning sheets of paper that were flying in all direc- 
tions, they must have become a prey to the devouring element. 
An engine had again to be procured from Newcastle, and the fire 
was at length extinguished, after a destruction of property to the 
amount of £8,000. 

August SI. — St. James's chapel, Blackett-street, Newcastle, was 
first opened for divine worship. The Rev. Thomas Brown, of St. 
John's, Glasgow, officiated on the occasion, and a collection was made 
in aid of the funds of the chapel. Sunday, September 3d, there were 
sermons on the morning, afternoon, and avenineyby tlie Rev. Thomas 
Brown, when collections were again made m aid of the funds. 
September 6th, the Synod of the Presbyterian church in England, 
in communion with the church of Scotland, met and constituted in 
this chapel. It was the first synod, constituted in England, in 
communion with the church of Scotland. 

SeptemAer 5..— About six o'clock on the morning, an explosion 
took place in Heworth colliery, when three men and two boys were 
unfortunately killed, and ten others scorched and bruised. This 
explosion dslshed to pieces the stoppings, brattices, and props, and 
brought down the roof in several places. Some of the men who 
were working in a distant part of die mine, were unhurt and even 
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unconscious, ttntil they came to bank, of the accident having hap- 
pened. 

1826 (Sept. 23^.-~The lord bishop of Durham consecrated a 
new chapel of ease and a burial-ground attached, at Shincliffci in the 
county of Durham. 

September 28« — A public accommodation was given to the in- 
habitants of Newcastle, by the addition of minute hands to the 
dials of the dock in the tower of St. Nicholas' church. This is Uie 
only public clock possessing this advantage. The additional work 
was executed by Mr. William Tweedy, clock and watch maker, an 
ingenious medumic, for Mr. John Smith, the keeper. The dials 
were also new gilt, which altogether bad an imposing appearance. 
This clock was first lighted with gas December 5th, 1829, whiek 
gee. This dock was made in the year 1761.—* /S'ee voL t, page 236* 

October \, — The town of SouUi Shields was first lighted with gas. 

Odober 2f7. — An explosion took place in the high pit of Un- 
well colliery, near Newcastle, by which two young men, named 
Joseph Whitfield, and William Peel, were killed almost instanta* 
neously. Several men were much injured. There were upwards 
of 100 men and boys in the mine at the time. The cause assigned 
for this explosion was, that Peel went with a candle into a part of 
the mine where he and the rest had been cautioned not to go. 

November 16. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Nicholas Haswell; 
aged 102 rears. 

November 20. — The foundation stone of the Suspension bridge 
across the river Wansbeck, near Morpeth, was laid. A roll of • 
parchment, containing the origin and issue of the matter, in a neat 
latin inscription, a newspaper, coins, memoranda, &c., in a bottle, 
hermetically sealed, were deposited in a cavity of the stone Robt. 
Clark, esq., of Highlaws, after securing the cavity, mounted the 
stone, and, in a brief and appropriate address, pointed out the ad^ 
vantages of the undertaking, and widied prosperity and Jong dura>- 
tion to its execution. The stone was lowered amid loud cheers, 
firing of guns, and a merry peal from the neighbouring clock tower, 
and success to the bridge was most heartily drunk by the assembled 
populace. 

December 2, — Died, in High Friar-street, Newcastle, Jane Rob- 
son, a poor woman, aged 100 vears. 

Detxmber 9. — Died, at his father's house, in Bamardcastle, after 
a few months' illness, Mr. William Vasey, aged 24 years. Tliis 
young man, who had been a clerk to an attornev in Newcastle, 
evinced considerable talents as a poet, a critic, and a moralist, and 
although he did not leave much behind him, yet what he did leave 
reflects honour on his memory ; his last piece is an << Address to the 
Breeze^ written during his return from France, whither he had 
been in search of health ; but this was denied, and soon afler his 
return, he fell a victim to a rapid consumption which consigned 
him to an eariy tomb. 

This year, a wooden bridge across the river Tyne, near Halt- 
whislle, 272 feet in length, was completed ; Mr. John Dobson, 
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architect. It cost £700. raised by subscription of the vicar of Halt- 
whistle, and the neighbouring proprietors. 

1827 (Jan. V« — Died, at Bishop Auckland, Durham, Parkinson 
Wouldhave, aged 108 years. 

January 8. — On the arrival in Newcastle, of the melaDchoIv 
intelligence of the death of his royal highness the duke of Yotv 
on the 5th, the bells of the different churches commenced tolling 
at eight o'clock on the morning, the flag on the castle was rained 
half-staff high, and the flags of the various vessels at the Quay 
were similarly hoisted. The churches were in a few days hung 
with black, and every token of mourning exhibited. January 20thy 
the day of the interment of his royal highness at Windsor, New- 
castle exhibited an appearance of great solemnity. By a signal 
gun from the castle, at eight o'clock on the morning the bells com- 
menced their solemn tolling, and the vessels in the river hoisted 
their flags half-mast high. The market, according to the request 
from the mayor, having been held on the Fridav, the shops were 
all kept shut. The Society of Friends showed their loyalty and attach- 
ment to the present reigning family, in having their shops and 
offices generally closed. At the Custom-house, Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society, &c., all business was suspended. Inere were 
prayers at all the churches, and the mayor, sheriff, aldermen, and 
other members of the corporate body, all in full mourning, preceded 
bv their usual officers bearing the regalia, which were bound with 
black crape, went in procession to St. Nicholas' church, where ser- 
vice was most impressively performed by the Rev. the Vicar. The 
members of the Orange and Odd Fellows' Lodges went in proces- 
sion to this church, displaying the ribbons of their orders. During 
the day various solemn peals were rung. At four o'clock minute 
guns were commenced firing from the castle, which were continued 
until five o'clock, when the solemnities of the day ceased. A etr- 
cutnstantiai aecount of this observance, toUh copies of all the bUlSf 
4*0., uias published by John Syhes. 

January 16. — A new chapel, denominated the Union chapel, 
was opened at Blyth, for divine service, by the Rev. Mr. Gilmore, 
of North Shields, and the Rev. Mr. Duncan, of Sunderland, each 
of whom delivered appropriate and eloquent discourses. The cha- 
pel was furnished with every necessary appendage, through the 
persevering activity of a few ladies, in a manner honourable to 
themselves and expressive of their gratitude. 

FAruary Yl. — Tlie Betsy Cains, of Shields, having sailed from 
that port with a cargo for Ilambro,' met with a heavy gale from 
£• S. £• and was obliged to bear up for Shields harbour, but when 
on Tynemouth bar (where the sea was breaking tremendously 
heavy), she struck, and was afterwards driven upon the roeks, near 
the Spanish battery. The crew were taken out of the vessel by 
the Northumberland life-boat, which went off to her through the 
breakers in the most gallant style. In 1688 this vessel brought 
over to England William, Prince of Orange, and was then called 
the Princess Mary ; for a number of years she was one of Queen 
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Aiine*8 royal yachts, and at that time considered a remarkAblf fiist 
sailing vessel. It was for some tinie expected that she would be 
got (m, bat the weather continuing tempestuous she finally went to 
pieces. The loss of this (supposed to be the oldest British) vessel, 
excited considerable curiosity, not only to view her in a wrecked 
«tate, but to obtain some part of her in token of the event for 
vrhicfa she was most remarkable, the bringing over of Kinff William 
UL Individuals in Shields received letters from severu Orange 
Liodges, and persons in various parts of the country, requesting to 
procure them pieces of the vessel. 

lS2fJfFeb,22)^ — A young man named John Margetts, apprentice 
to a surgeon of North Shield, having been sent by his master, Mr. 
Greenhow, with some medicine to a sick person about five o'clock 
on the morning, most mysteriously disappeared, and has not since 
been heard of. He was about nineteen years of age. . 

Fdmuxry 26^ — About four o'clodc in the aflemoon, Alexander 
Brodie, the oldest wherryman on the river T}me, plied a small boat 
on the Quay, Newcastie, to the amusement of numerous spectators, 
the Tyne having risen several feet higher than ordinary, owing to 
the rapid thaw of the snow, &c. Many of the cellars on the Quay- 
nde were inundated, the water extending considerably up the 
Broad Chare. 

Hie beginning of this year the names of the streets, &c., in 
Gateshead were first put up. 

March 1« — ^The wind corn-mill belonging to Mr. Butterfint, in 
Hendon*lane, near Sunderland, was destroyed by fire, which broke 
out between six and seven o'clock, and the wind being very high, 
baffled every attempt to extinguish it, although the parish engines 
were speedily on the spot, and well supplied with water. The 
min was insured for £600. supposed only half its Value. 

March 12d — Early on the morning, a rock of some tons weight 
was separated from its long abode, and came down with a tremen- 
dous tnundering noise from a height of twenty yards, against a 
house in Bridse-gate, Bamardcastie, occupied by persons named 
Green and Dickinson. Instantly the side of the house gave way, 
and two children who were sleeping in a lower room were for some 
time buried in its ruins, but were taken out unhurt. When Dick- 
inson awoke, who occupied an upper room, his bed was kept 
up by a holdfast to the other wall, tiie floor having given way, and 
tbe other side of the house having disappeared, he hung m his 
bed like a tenant of the air ; but through assistance, all the inmates 
were rescued from their perilous situation. 

This month, a neat and commodious Wesleyan Methodist chapel 
was opened at High Coniscliffe, near Darlington. Sermons were 
preached by the Kev. Messrs Leach and Lord, after which £10. 
15#. were collected towards the building of the chapel. 

AprU 8.— A beautiful full-length fisure of Christ, in stained 
glass, by Mr. John Gibson, of Newcastle, was placed m the great 
east window of St Nicholas*, church in that town, at the expense of 
the corporation. It is an enlarged copy of a painting by Mr. Wm« 

TOL. II. j> d 
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Dixon, 9Bd the fiuthfiil maQner in which Mr. Gibion has tnnsfened 
it to the glass, eWnces great skill as an artist, whilst the richneaa 
and piareness of his colours attest his proficiency in this Tory diffi- 
cult art. Mr. Gibson, since that period, has produced many ele- 
gant and admired specimens, which have been introduced into 
windows, &c., of both public and private buildings. Glass stain- 
ing can now be no longer considered as one of the lost arts. 

1827^ April ISJ^ — As theworkmen in theauarriesatFulwell,ne«r 
Sunderland, were removing a large block or limestone into a cart, 
and finding it too large to lift, they broke the stone in two piecest 
when, to Sieir astonishment, an ask, about five inches long, with 
brown back and freckled belly, moved out of a cell in the solid 
bk>ckl 

Mc^ 5. — ^Died, the Reverend Richard Wallis, A. M., rector 
of Seaham, and perpetual curate of St. Hilda, South Shields, 
Durham. Mr. Wallis was the eldest son of the Rev. Richard 
Wallis, vicar of Carham (brother of the Rev. John Wallis, tbe 
historian of Northumberland^, and of Elizabeth, sister of the Rev* 
John Rotheram, rector of Iu)ughton-le»sprii]^. Mr. Wallis mar-r 
ried the only daughter of the Rev. John Robinson, rector and 
patron of the advowson of Seaham, hy whom he had one sen, 
John Wallis, A.!B., of University College, who died unmarried, and 
three daughters, two oi whom are living unmarried, and the third 
is the wife of Thomas Surtees Raine, Esq. Mr. Wallis was dis- 
tinguished through life by the strictest integrity. His disposition 
was retired, and he buried in the shade talents and acqmrements 
of no common order. He cultivated music, painting, and engrav- 
ing ; his ccmies from the old masters, and his original sketches 
(many of which are preserved by his famOy), possess high merit ; 
his knowledge of mechanics was very considerable, and several 
light essays and jeux desprit^ in prose and poetry, attest his taste 
in composition. In his own circle, his discrimination and almost 
instinctive insight into character, and the originality and racinese 
of his observations, made him a most interesting companion. Mr. 
Wallis was the author of << Memoirs cf the Rev* Jokk Rotheram^ 
Bee voL t., page 350, and of << The Groups a Poemf" the plate 
of which includes portraits of the two Rotherams (brothers^ of 
the author, his wife and child, his sister Agnes, afterwards wife of 
the Rev. Christopher Robinson, and of some other relatives. He 
met the gradual approach of age and infirmity with calm con^po- 
sure and real christian resignation. There is a fine portrait of Mr. 
Wsdlis painted by R. £dmondstone, and engraved by G. H. Phillips 
at the expense of his family for private distribution. Mr. W«^ 
lies buried, by his own desire, under a spreading sycamore on the 
south side of Seaham church-jrard, near the brink of the romantic 
dean. In this cemetery also rest the remains of Joseph Blacket, 
an unfortunate child of genius, whose last days were soothed by 
the generous attention of the family of Milbaoke* Mr. Blacket, 
who served an apprenticeship to his brother as a shoemaker, died 
on the 2Sd of August, 1810, at the early age of 24 years. Mr. 
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WaDis paid this unfortunate poet ^reet attentkm, and particularly 
in the capaci^ of a clergyman during his last moments* See " The 
Bemaku t^Jamph Bladet, edited <y Mr. Ptau;' in 2 vols., 1811, 
•with a portrait. 

1827 (Ma^ 17 J^^ A verj curious discovery was made in the ca- 
thedral at Durham. In carrymg into effect certain alterations and im- 
provements at theeastem end of the diucch, and in that jpart known 
as the shrine of St. Cuthbert, an old oaken coffin was round, con- 
taining the remains of some distin^iished personage. This dis- 
covery was made in the spot where it is recorded that the body 
of .St. Cuthbert was deposited, when it was taken from its ftre- 
toiy, and interred, at the period of the Reformation. A large in- 
veibed slab, inscribed with the name of a monk, covered the vault, 
which was about seven feet in length by four in breadth. Upon 
the removal of the slab a chest was seen, apparently of oak,:the 
lid and great part of the sides of which haa fallen in from de« 
cay, and was strewed upon the floor. When the mass of powdered 
wood, of this and two inner coffins, was taken away, an entire 
skdetan was found, swathed in vestments of linen and silk, which 
wa*e also mudi perished. A portion, however, of a stole and two 
msniples was still remaining, richly worked in silk and gold tisBue, 
and affisrding some valuable dates. A small square tablet of wood, 
covwed witn a thin lamina of silver, was plac^ upon the body. 
There were also found in the coffin the fragments of an ivory comb 
"Of large dimensions, and a small gold cross, &c., &c. At the lower 
'end (^one of the outer coffins were laid several detached bones, a 
'lull grown skull, and the cranium and ribs of one or more children. 
After the remains had been inspected b^ several aentlemen, they 
were placed in a new shell, in the position in which the^ were 
Ibnnd, and the vault was closed soon after. A verv interestmg and 
-circumstantial account of the above discovery has been given to (he 
world by the Rev. James Raine, of Durham, under the title of 
"^ St. Cuthbert." It is in q|uarto, widi illustrations, and sadsfacto- 
^rily ^nroves, frtmi a comparison with the account of a similar inves- 
tigation in 1104, preserved in manuscript in the library of the Dean 
and Chapter, that the remains here cUscovered were those of St* 
Cnthbert, and that the story of his incorruptibility is a monkidi 
invention. — See 3fay ^ihy 1831. 

JCoy 22. — ^Died, in the poor-house at Sunderiand, Wm. Geddes, 
aged 101 years. 

Map 24. — Being Ascension day, there was an unusually grand 
shew to accompany that worthy magistrate, Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor of Newcastle, in the annual survey, according to ancient 
xustom, of the boundaries of the river Tyne. This restive occa- 
sioa was attended widi some melancholy events. On the preced- 
=^ day, at Messrs. Losh, Wilson and Bdl*s foundry at Walker, 
•WBiht the workmen were trying some new guns which they had 
-prepared to salute the barges on the following day, one of the men 
named Andrew Percy was in ^e act of strikme we ramrod with a 
hammer when the gun explode^ esoA his boww were so lacerated 
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that he died aooo after reaching the Infiimary. Another mut was 
hurt, but his wounda were not wrioui. On the Thuraday* n the 
ba^ea were pawing Mr. Reay'a nff-yard, at Walker-quay, on dieir 
return from Shields, another man, named Ihoma* Bell, was >o 
dreadfully iiriiired by tbebnradng of a large gaa, that he died m a 
lew houn alter being removed to the Infimnry. 



1827 fMat/ 29 J. — The new catholic ch^iel at Darlington, though 
then ia an unfinished state, was opened to the public, when h^ 
tnau was celebrated by the Right Reverend Doctor Smith, and an 
eloquent and impressive sermon was preached by the Reverend 
Ridiard Gillow, of Ushaw College. The solemn service waa at- 
tended by a numerous and respectable assemblage of persona of 
different religious persuasions, wno testified their gratification b^ a 
subscription of £31. lit. ID^. towards defraying the expenses m- 
. curred oy the erection of the sacred edifice. Tbis is a very neat 
and commodious place of worship, 70 feet long aad 40 feet wide, 
and designed by Ignatius Bonomi, esq. It is m the gothic style, 
yet iimpTe aad uni^omed. It ms^ not, perhaps, be improper here 
to state, that Darlington, constdermg the forbidding circumstances 
in which it has hitherto been placed, iumishes an extraordinary 
iostance of the increase of catholics. About fort^ y^^** ^Pt ^ 
whole catholic population did not exceed twenty mairiduaJs, who 
were accustomed to creep silently into a nuret to avoid the insults 
of bigotrjr, when they were about to worsfai[) God according to the 
ancient ntes of their church. At present, indeptHdatt <^ la^ i»- 
fiux (f^rtmgert, and though till the year 1834v l&ejf tetn atl e tidtd 
out mux a mimth by a priest from Sbxhton, the catholics <J Dar- 
lington alone amount to about 200 souls. The congregatioa from 
the countiT rather exceeds that number, and this circumstance, 
added to the bad state of the old cb^wl, has rendered oecesaaaiy 
the present erection. Ilie Rev William Hogarth is the incumbent. 
Th* above view ii from the aoutb-east< 
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1827 (Ma§ 30y.->-A neat and conmiodious chapd» for the ute Of 
the Independent denomination, was opened for public worship at 
Statndrop, when the Rev. W. H. Stowell, of North Shields, the 
fiev. J. Jackson, of Green Hammerton, and the Rev. J. Parsons, of 
York, preadied on the occasion. The collections were liberal. 

May SI. — The new Cadiolic chapel, at the east end of Old Elvet, 
in the city of Durham, and dedicated to St. Cuthbert, was opened 
with great ceremony. High mass was performed by the Rev. Dr. 
Smith, bishop of Bofino, and vicar iqpostolic of the northern district, 
assisted by the Rev. R. Gillow, of Ushaw College, the Rev. Thomas 
Gillow, of North Shields, and others ; and an appropriate sermon 
was delivered by the Rev. James Wheeler. A band of about fifteoi 
musicians from Madame Tussaud's exhibition and the theatre, exe- 
cuted one of Mozart's grand masses with great effect. About 400 
persons were present, and a collection made in aid of the building, 
amounting to upwards of £49, which was ultimately increased be- 
fore the close of the day by private contributions, to upwards 
of £90. 

May 4 — At this time the church at Newbum was midergoing con- 
siderable external and mtemid repairs, much of it being rebuilt ; the 
windows had all new stone mullions, and the altar window was 
considerably improved by stained glass being inserted. 

JuM 7. — ^Died, at Birch's Nook, near Stocksfield-hall, North- 
umberland, John Green, husbandman, aged 101 years. His 
descendants, at the time of his death, amounted to above 100 
persons. 

June %4 — ^The London General Steam Navigation Company's 
Steam Packet, The Hylton JoUiffe, with two engines of 100 horse 
power, arrived for the first time at Newcastle from London, which 
place she left on the 6th of June. She sailed from Newcastle on 
the 9th of the same month on the return to London, and to continue 
sailing between those places during the summer season. 

June 12.~-A new bowling green was opened in Newcastle, 
on which occasion the members (about 20 in number) dined in a 
temporary hotel upon the ground. Mr. Crawhall acted as presi- 
dent, and Mr. George Burnett, as vice-president. The bowlers 
were honoured with the company of Mr. Mavor, Mr. Sheriff, and 
Mr. Town Clerk. The bowling-green is in we north-west side of 
the town without the walls, on a part that was formerly called the 
Mayor's-field, as also the Warden s-dose, adjoining the Bath-lane. 

iunit 13.^ — A fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. Edward 
Swinton, cabinet-maker, in Fenkle-street, Alnwick. The engines 
belcmging to the town were quickly on the spot, but the fibimes 
were not extinguished before the house was totally destroyed.^ 

Junt 14. — A fire broke out in a joiner's shop at Lumley Foige^ 
near Chester-le-street, which destroyed the building and its con- 
tents. 

Jtme 18.— The foundation stone of a chapel of ease to Bishop- 
wearmouth church, i^as laid in John-street, by the Rev. Dr. Wel- 
lesley, the new lector, who had arrived at that ^ace on the 
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IMth RRd WM {ndQCled into the Imng on the llih. This edifice 
was con s ecr ate d by the bishop of Durham on the 14di of Octsber, 
1820, ioAmA S00. 

1827 ^Jflme29^.-^A handsome silrer medal was presented to 
Thomas Wibon, of H0I7 Idand, pilot, by the Ro^al Humane 60- 
•eietj, for his meritorious conduct in rescuing the hves of his fellow 
creatores from a watery grave when shipwrecked. 
' About this time, at Springwell colliery, near Ayton Banks, the 
.truoik of an ash tree, measuring about four feet in length, was sawn 
into four divisions, when there was discovered in the very heart of 
ithe tree, a perfectly formed bird's nest with one egg. The trunk 
appeared pmectly soimd with the exception of the part which con- 
iaiiied the nest* 

Jyfy 3. — The lord bbhop of Durham held visitations and con- 
^rmations for the first time m various of the towns of his diocese, 
-commencing with his visitation at the city of Durham on the above 
day, and ending with his confirmation at Stanhope on the 3d of 
Aug^t. 

Same day, m exiperiment was made at the head of Ae Quay, 
Newcastle, with an apparatus belonging to the Nordi British Fire 
Office, for the puspose of rescuing persons from the upper part of 
a house which is on fire below. It was a pole and a basket worked 
•by mechanical means in the street, and completely answered the 
intended purpose. 

Jufy 4r— llie remains of the duke of Gordon, attended by se- 
veral mourning coaches and six, decorated with all ^* the pomp of 
heraldry,** amved at the Queen's Head inn, Newcasde, and de- 
parted nordiwards the next morning. It was rather a singular ch^ 
^cumstance, that on the 11th as the remains approached Gonkm 
'Castle, the oast wing of that structure was in fi^unes, and with its 
voonteots was destroyed. Tlie duke's apartments were in this 
wing. 

&nie day, during the race week at Newcastle, Mr. Baird's bay 
•cdt. Freebooter, by Cham[Mgnon, out of Orange Boven, when near 
-onding his exercise on the morning of this day on the race eround, 
dropped down and immediately expired. lie was full of uie and 
play at the setting ofi; The rider escaped without injury. 

Juy 5. — ^Two men were burnt to death at Morton lime kilns, 
■near Staindron. They had attended the kilns for several years, 
and on this aay as a kiln did not sink after they had added some 
fresh stones to it, they incautiously went upon it to make it do so, 
and unfi>rtunately they both slipped in ; one of them to his waist, 
and the other nearly over head. 

Same day, the km bishop of Durham, and suite, arrived for the 
first time after his elevation to that see at the Mansion-house, New- 
castle. His lordship held a visitation at St. Ntdiotos' chnrdi, 
the next day, and uterwards entertained the clergy, the mayor, 
sheriff, &c., at the Assembly-rooms. The followii^ day his lord- 
dbip held a oonfinuation in tiie ssme diurch. The Mansion-hoose 
was his lordship's residenoe during fab stay in Uiat town. 
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1827 (Jvl^ 9^^— The kird buhop of Dwtam beid: • to9&na$&m 
at Rytoo, and on the afternoon of the lame day laid die IbimdalioQ 
atone of the new church of St* Paul, at Winlaton, in that parish.^ 
There was a masonic processimi and a nnmerous anemblage of 
apectators* This church was opened and coQ8ecrated» September 
9th, 1828, uihidk m. 

JyHif 12. — ^The Scots church at Monkwearmouth, in eoimexion 
with the established churdi of Scotknd, was opened for pubKe 
wonhq>« The Rev. John Wood, A.M., commenced the service % 
afterwards the Rev. Henry Gray, A. M., of Edinburgh, and the 
ReT. Robert Balfour Grahun, of North Berwick, preached impjrea* 
stve sennons on the occasion. This elegmt building is from % 
design by Mr. John Dobson, of Newcastle, architect. 

Jviy 16^— 'About eleven o'clock on the forenoon, a column of dual; 
&€«, arose, as if caused by a whirlwind, at the south-east cMHnner of 
the baUast^ulls, near Newcastle. It assumed the form of a pyiaf 
mid, about 70 feet high, and moved in a Erection towards the roar 
of houses on the north-east side of the open qiace in front of the 
burial ground, against which it broke and nearly smothered a poor 
woman who was carrying a basket of ewrthem ware. It was partly 
composed of small stones and cinders, and was as broad at tlie 
bottom as a large hay stack. 

J^ 20^— About four o'clock on the morning, mne men were 
burnt by the fire-damp in the Charles Fit, Lumley colliery ; ^ome 
<}f them severely. The accident was caused by a young omo 
named Foster, going to a wrong part of the pit with his candlsv 
There were upwards of 200 men and boys in the pit at the time. 
August Sd, Robert Oi:^hton, one of the sufferers, died in conse* 
quence. 

Same day, the burgesses oi Berwick in guild assembled* unani- 
mously voted an honorary ticket of the freedom of the borotigfa to 
the lord bishop of Durham, then in that place on his first taur 
through his diocese. The worshipful the majror, and baitiffs, town* 
derk, and coroner, accompanied by David Logan and John 
Steavenson, esqnk, waited upon his lordshin at the inn, and pre- 
sented him with it His lordship expressed hknsetf highly grati- 
fied by the honour. 

Jwy 23. — The committee of the common council of Newcastle, 
to whom the subject had been referred, determined upon tlie model 
on which the new Magdalen chapel was to be constructed at the 
Barras-bridge, at the north entrance of Uiat town, in Heu of the old 
chapel of St. Thomas, at the north end of Tyne-bridge, then about 
to be taken down to widen the entrance firom the southward. 
Three models were exhibited, and one of the two brought forward 
by Mr. Dobson, was preferred. The model, which was of the 
Gothic s^de of the ISth century, was executed under Mr. Dob- 
son's directions by Mr. Welsh, Junior, of Gateshead. The other 
model was furnished by Mr. Green, of Newcastle, ardiitect, to 
whom the decision was offidally communicated m very handsome 
terms by the town-derk, stating that the committee considered 
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hif design as liifftily creditable to his talents, although the resolu- 
tions to which tney had come, not without difficulty, occasioned the 
adoption of anothen^-iS'ee October 19Ay 1880. 

1827 (Jukf 31^. — ^The comer stone of a new Presbyterian diapel 
was laid at Warkworth, in Northumberland, for the congregation in 
connexion with the united secession church of Scotland, hj the 
Rot. David Patterson, of Alnwick, in the presence of the committee 
of managers, and several of the respectable members from Alnwi^ 
and the neiriibourhood. There was a deposit of the several coins 
of George I V^ and several silver coins of an ancient date, dso a 
MS., bcSuring the date o£ the building, names of the committee, 
ardiitect, and contractors for the buUding, inclosed in glass, sunk 
in the stone, and covered with a plate of iron. Sunday, May 1st, 
1828, this building was first opened for divine service, on which 
occasion the Rev. James Priogle, of Newcastle, preached on the 
morning; the Rev. Henry Lawson, of South Shields, in the after- 
noon, and the Rev. Robert Pollock, in the evening, when collec- 
tions were made towards defraying the expenses of the building. 
The Ann and Jane, steam-packet, was engaged to take a large party 
from Newcastle, which place they left about five o'clock on the 
morning. She put into North Shields and received a considerable 
acquisition of passengers. The davwas uncommonly serene and 
fine, and the passengers were gratified with the sight of a King's 
ship. The Lion, which they passed pretty closeljr, hovering off £e 
coast of Northumberland. The A nn and Jane paid her the reqitisite 
honour of lowering her flag on passing. Beinff of the party, I was 
much gratified with the day's excursion, having, in company with 
the Rev. Ralph Davison, and Mr. Thos. Atkinson, builder, visited 
the ruins of Warkworth castle, after which we had a very pleasant 
sail up the river Coquet, and inspected the ruins of the far-famed 
** HermiUagt cf Warkworthj" rendered interesting by Dr. Percy's 
ballad of << 7%e Hermit of WarkuwrthT See voL i.page 38. Thoi^h 
now in ruins, 

M TliiB cdm retreat, of ev«iy one the praise, 
** Could greater beauty boast in fbnner days ; 
*' The nwidin^ walla and scattered ruins snew 
** How fjnaX. it was some centuries ago ; 
*' But ftint comedures must supply Uie place 
** Of real beauties which long years efface ; 
*' Fornow, alas I this fiibric once so gaj 
*' Records no story but its own decay." 

Augmi 4.^Under this date the following notice was given :— 
^ Notice to Fabmers."— The hiring of labourers and reapers for 
the harvest will not be permitted as heretofore at Sandgate, or 
within any part of the liberties of Newcastie, on the Sabbath da^. 
«— Archibald Reed, mayor.** In consequence of this notice a bill 
was posted stating that a hiring would be held at the Westgate, on 
Sunday, the I9th, afler church hours, which took place acoording)y» 
for the first time, and has since been continued. 
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1827 (Aug.J.'^TYih month, great damage was caused in Glendale 
Ward, Northumberland, bv immense floods. 

August — In the foundation of an old house, which had this 
month been pulled down in Tjmemouth, large quantities of human 
bones were dug up, many in a perfect state. 

August — At this time there was residing in good health at Ferry' 
hill, Durham, a woman, named Catherine Moralee, then in the 
107th year of her age. At the time the great flood carried away 
Newcastle Bridge n771), she was confined to her bed, in child- 
birth, and was carried out of the house to a place of safety. 

September 5. — An explosion of gas took place at Fawdon colliery, 
near Newcastle, when three young men were much burnt, two of 
whom shortly afterwards died. 

September 8. — John Chisholm, apprentice to a butcher in Ber- 
wick, was sent to the Magdalen Field to bring in a sheep for 
slaughter. He caught it near the Redoubt, where the beach is 
▼efy precipitous ; the animal began to struggle, and, being on the 
verge of the precipice, not less than forty or fifly feet high, both 
tumbled over. Fortunately for the lad, the sheep was undermost, 
and was killed on the spot. The young man was completely stunned 
by the fall, and received some very severe contusions. He was 
carried home in a state of insensibili^, but finally recovered. 

S^Uember 9« — A new Wesleyan Methodist chapel was opened 
at North Cowton, near Darlington, when sermons were preached 
by the Rev. N. Bann, of Barnardcastle, and Mr. John Kepler, of 
Darlington, and collections were made in aid of the funds. 

September 24. — His grace the duke of Wellington visited 
Stockton, on which occasion, at the entrance to the High street, a 
lofly triumphal arch was erected, formed of laurel, &c., surmounted 
by seven flags, with appropriate mottoes. As he had to dine at 
Wynyard, the seat of the marquis of Londonderry, there was a 
grand procession of the nobility, gentry, &c., in carriages, and on 
horseback, to meet the hero of Waterloo, which they did at Yarm 
bridge. His grace immediately entered Lady Londonderry's car- 
riage, which was drawn by six horses ; the procession tlien returned 
to Stockton. Previous to entering that town the horses had been 
taken from the carriage in which he rode, and he was drawn by a 
number of men, wearing blue ribbons, inscribed '< Wellington far 
ever" through the triumphal arch to the Town-hall, amidst the 
firing of cannon, &c. On the arrival of the illustrious stranger near 
to the Town-hall, the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of Stockton, 
and the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of Hartlepool, in their 
robes, approached the carriage to present an address from each of 
those corporate bodies ; and colonel Grey also advanced with an 
address from the inhabitants of Stockton and its neighbourhood ; ta 
each of which his grace replied. The illustrious party afterwards 
partook of a cold collation in the assembly-room which was most 
tastefiiUy and appropriately fitted up for the purpose. After many 
healths had been drunk, his srace intimated to the mayor of Stock- 
ton that a party was engaged to meet him at dinner at Wynyard ; 
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his grace and the other visitors then rose, and, bowuig Xq the 
paoy, took leave amidst the most deafening cheers. The party 
assembled by invitation of the marquis of Londonderry to meet the 
duke of Wellington at dinner, were the Earl and Countess Bathursl, 
Earl Grey, marquis of Douro, the bishop of Durham and his ladj. 
Lords Beresford, Ravenswordi, and Castlereagh, Hon. and Rev. 
Dr. Wellesley, Hon. Henry Thomas LiddelU Sir John and Lady 
Ann Beckett, Sir Roger and Lady Sophia Greisley, Sir Henry mid 
Lady Emily Hardinge, Sir Thomas Lawrence, Sir Henry Browne, 
Sir Cuthbert Sharp, Generals Aylmer and Seddon, Matthew B«ll, 
esq., M. P., Rev. Dr. Phillpotts, R. Bordon, esq.. Colonel Freemm- 
tie, Dr. Forbes, and Mr. Stapleton. 

1827 ^SepL 28^. — His grace arrived in Newcastle, where every 
preparation had been made to receive him. A temporary platform 
was erected in front of the Guildhall. It was of wood, but coloured 
to resemble stone ; the steps and stage were covered with doth. 
The Guildhall was decorated with flags, and several were suspended 
from the windows of private houses. The ships in the river had all 
their decorations floating in the air. A new flag was prepared for 
the Old Castle^ containing 500 yards of clothe the seammg of which 
extended the length of 1,500 yards. About half past two o'dock 
the Tyne Hussars, commanded by Lieut.-Col. Campbell, and the 
Northumberland and Newcastle Cavalry, and the dismounted tro«^ 
commanded by Lieut.-Col. Bell, mustered on the TownomeoTy for 
the purpose of being inspected by his grace. The Lancers ftom 
the barracks kept the ground. A few minutes befora three o'clock 
a guard of honour of the Lancers passed into Gateshead, to recaeive 
his grace. About an hour after tne bells of Gateshead church aa- 
nounced that the duke was at hand, and, on his reaching the blue- 
stone on Tyne-bridge, the roaring of the Castle guns, and those of 
the ships in the hiurbour, and the ringing of the bells of all the 
churches, announced that the ** Hero of Waierloo^ was then 
making his entry into << Canny NmooameT His grace had left 
Wynyard that morning, accompanied by most of the illustrioitt 
visitora who had assembled at that place on the 24th to meet him, 
and the whole had come forward in carriages to partake of the 
well4uiown hospitalities of the mansion-house of Newcastle. At 
the head of Gateshead the horses were taken from the open carriage 
whidi contained his gracd the marquis and marchioness of Lon- 
donderry, and Field-njarshal Beresford, preceded by an exceOenS 
band of music, and twelve men bearing bannere inscribed with the 
names of his grace's greatest battles ; it was drawn by the people 
to the front of the pbtform on the Sandhill. His grace then 
alighted, and, handing out the marchioness, who leaned on his ma% 
ascended the steps, and received the hearty welcome and congratu- 
lations of the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq^ mayor, and the 
numerous group of members of the corporation, and other indivi- 
duals* The otner carriages drove up in rapid succession, and the 
distinguished visitors having alighted, they were received by the 
mayor, the aldermen, sheriff, and common council, and their firienda* 
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The recorder then proceeded to read the address of the corporate 
body, after which tiie mayor presented the freedom of the town to 
liis graee, who in very coarteous tenns returned thanks. The 
msyor then, filling a glass of wine, stepped to Ihe front of the plat- 
Ibniy and said, ** Mfy friends and fimw4ownitmeny I drink to the 
^keakh cf Me iUtutrUnu keroy his grace the duke of Wellington" 
Thk was followed by three heaity cheers from the multitude as- 
sembled in front, amid the thunder of cannon and the ringing of 
beBs. His grace briefly returned thanks. The vicar of Newcastle 
«Bd several of the clergy were dien introduced to his grace. 
Christoplier Cookson, esq., then presented to his grace tlie address 
«f the inhabitants is an elegant speech, in whioh he was much 
«ppiamied. The didce seemed to listen with much attention, and 
mm soon as Mr. Cookson had concluded, his grace addressed that 

Cdenum and the other members of the deputation fVom the in- 
itaMts of the town. The above proceedings having terminated, 
49fte carriatfee were ordered up, and tfie illustrious paKy took their 
eeatSy and, aceerding to previous anrangements, the procession 
-■loved c^ to the moor, the carriage in which his g^ce sat being 
'drawn by the populace. At the Barras-bridge his grace, aocom« 
pMiied by his gaHaat eompanions In arms (^e marqins of London- 
derry aRM Fiad-marslud Lord fieresfbiid)) alighted, and, mounting 
dieo* diargers, proeeeded to the Town-moor, to inspeot the troops 
Aem asue m bl ed. It was near six o'clock before tne review was 
Anished, and, as the evening had set in foggy and wet, all hurried 
<iff the ground as <quidk as possible. The cunner at the Mimsion- 
liouse was of the most splendid description. It was served up in 
lliree rooms, and the nunA>er that sat down was about 240. An 
excellent band of music ^yed during the dinner, and the toasts, 
<Ae.9jgiven by the mayor, were announced tothe rooms by the sound 
cf file horn. To grre the loyal and appropriate toasts and speeches 
dndag Mb fbstive occasion, would far exceed my limits. The ball 
-at the Assembly-rooms was attended by ^56 ladies and gentlemen. 
The meny dance was ledoff by Lord Ossulston and the roardiioness 
«f Londonderry, to the tune of ^ He Keel Row." The duke of 
Wellkigton left <he rooms about one o'clock for Ravensworth castle, 
'where he dept The carriage was attended by twelve torch4)earers 
4m horsebaok, eix belbre and six behind. By a request from the 
mayor, the shops were idl closed on this occasion. A view of his 
graoe'a reception -en the Sandhill was etched by Mr. John Archer. 
1827 f Oct 4^.— The duke of Wellington visited Sunderland, 
when a grand dinner was given to him in the Exchange. The 
ladies of Simderland and the Weumouths having entered into a 
edbscription to Ibrm a triumphal arch across the High-street at 
fonnyside, a most elegant structure, covered with evergreens and 
fkiwers, was raised «it their expense. On the top of the arch, in 
the centre, a standard, bearing the arms of the United Kingdom, 
waved nmesticaily, and over it was a long streamer inscribed ** Ths 
LAOias" WMiOone to Wsllingtok." On each side of ^iiese were 
'Avee flags, bearing ^tlie names of some of the duke's splendid 
v i ^orie s . The an^h- was an object of imiversal admiration. At nigh 
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ao efFuJgent star produced by gas, was suspended under it, and bad 
a most brilliant and beautiful effect. On the front of the Exchange 
were the words <' Welcome to Wellington and his bravx 
Companions in Arms." This building was also decorated, exte- 
rior and interior, with variegated lamps. The duke reached Sun- 
derland about five o'clock ; he was drawn into the town by a num- 
ber of men who had taken the horses from his carriage. In ppaaing 
under the triumphal arch, roses and crowns of laurel were dropped 
into the carriage of the duke by three young ladies dressed in white 
who were placed on the centre of the arch. The pressure in the 
High-street as the duke advanced towards the Exchange was reaUj 
frightful. On arriving opposite to the Exchange, his grace alighted 
from the carriage, and, accompanied by the marquis and marchicmess 
of Londonderry, &c^ proceeded to a platform erected in the street, 
and was there received by George Robinson, esq., Sir Cuth. Sharps 
Addison Fenwick, esq., and other gentlemen of Sunderland. An 
address was then read and presented to his grace by Mr. Robinscm, 
to which his grace made a suitable reply. Three hearty cheen 
were then given by the gentlemen within the Exchange, and im- 
mediately answered by uie multitude without. On leaving the 
platform, the distinguished visitors entered the Exchange, aod 
about half past six o'clock proceeded to the spacious dining-roma 
(news-room), which was very tastefully fitted up for the occasion. 
The marquis of Londonderry, at the request of the committee of 
management, took the chair, having on his right hand Earl Bathurst, 
the marquis of Douro, Lord Beresrord, Hon. Captain Cochrane, Sir 
Henry Hardinge, Lord Castlereagh, and Mr. Stapleton ; and on 
iiis left, the duke of Wellington, Lord Ravensworth, Sir Walter 
Scott, Hon. and Rev. Dr. Welleslev, Hon. H. T. Liddell, Sir Roger 
Greisley, and the Hon. Thomas Liddell. Sir Cuthbert Sharp filled 
the vice-president's chair. The number who partook of the dinner 
was 204 ; above 100 applications for tickets were refused, the ar- 
rangements not admittuig a larger number than the party accom- 
modated. After many healths and toasts and several excellent 
speeches, the chairman intimated to the company that his friends 
and himself must bid them farewell, their attendance at the ball- 
room beinff expected. The Assembly-rooms were crowded to ex- 
cess, and the noble party did not retire until after one o'clock. The 
ball was opened by the marquis of Douro and the marchioness of 
Londonderry, ana they were followed by the marquis of London- 
derry and Lady Sophia Greisley. 

During his grace's stay in the northern counties he visited the 
bishop of Durham, at Durham castle, where, with the nobility and 
gentry of the county, he was entertained with a very splendid 
banquet. The duke also paid a visit to John Buddie, esq., at Pain- 
sher, where he partook of a cold collation, and afterwards visited 
some of the collieries, in company with that gentleman. 

1827 (Oct4tJ.^A new Methodist chapel was opened for divine 
service at Hurworth, near Darlington, by Mr. William Dawson, of 
Bramham, near Leeds, and the Rev. Robert Wood, cf York, i^r 
which £23. 10#. were collected b aid of the funds of the diapel. 
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1827 ( Oot^—- A human skeletoD, apparently that of a full-grown 
maoy was found at Hayston-hill, near Houghton-le-spring. Two men 
employed at the limestone-quarry at that place havmg been ordered 
to remove the soil from a part of the hill opposite to the quarry^ 
found the skeleton at a depth of about two feet from the suiface. 
It was doubled up in a manner which left no doubt of murder havinff 
been committed. The teeth and a part of the hair still remained 
attacbed to the skull, and the marl around the skeleton was much 
diacoloured, apparently by the recent decomposition of the body. 

November 9. — The marquis of Londonderry was presented with 
the freedom of Newcastle, on which occasion, the bells of St. 
Nicholas' church runs several merry peals. 

On this occasion, during the ringing of the bells of St. Nicholas' 
church in Newcastle, one of the pinnacles at the top of the lan- 
tern was observed to be in a very totterine condition, in conse- 
quence of which, a scaffolding was erected and the steeple examined, 
when it was found to reouire verv considerable repairs. The iron 
cramps, from the covermgs of lead having been torn off by the 
violence of the wind, were much decayed, and the cement with 
which it had been filled in various places about thirty years before, 
waa in a gpreat measure destroyed. It therefore became necessary 
that the steeple should undergo a thorough repair by the insertion 
of new cramps of copper instead of iron, and filling up with Ronutn 
cement those places which required it. Several of the small pin- 
nacles were replaced with new mason work, and the vanes were 
repaired, and the whole of them re-gilt and the steeple pointed. 
Strong iron bands were put round the pinnacles at the corners of 
the tower, and inserted into the cross beams. These repairs con- 
tinued until December 21st, when the scaffolding was taken down. 

November 11^ — ^Died, Tliomas Graham, aged 102 years, he 
waa a native of Northumberland, and was employed to drive a bag- 
gage wagffon at the time of the rebellion in 1745. 

December 5. — About eleven o'clock on the forenoon, as Mr. 
John Nicholson, son of Mr. John Nicholson, of Newcastle, and 
pupil of Mr. Henzell, surgeon, was ridinfi; along Sandyford-lane, 
near Newcastle, his horse ran away, ana in making the turn at 
Sandyford-bridge, the animal struck the battlement and fell, but it 
immediately rose and leaped from the bridge into the rocky channel 
below, being a depth of 36 feet perpendicular. The unfortunate 
voung man was so dreadfully bruised and injured, that he lingered 
m an insensible state until seven o'clock in the evening, when he 
expired. It is a singular fact, that when the horse struck the bat- 
tlement, the coping stone which had " Lambert's Leap" cut upon 
it, was thrown off into the dean below and broken in pieces. There 
is a strange coincidence in these two accidents : — They were both 
young men, and the leaps had been both made at the same part of 
the bridge. The oidy difference is, that Mr. Lambert survived and 
his horse was killed, but in this instance the horse was so little in- 
jured, that a person rode it into town for assistance. See Septem' 
ber 20rt, 1759, and AuguU 18«&, 1771, vol. i.pp. 225, €md 281. 
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1887 rDec. 9/-.-Died, at Merpeth, aged 101 years, Hizdietb, 
widow of John Rutherford, who was son to Baldric, die last Lord 
Rutherford, and heir to the title and estates. 

Deoembet 24. — Died at Chelsea, near London, Mr. John ficott, 
Ifie celebrated animal engraver. Mr. Scott, who was a self-tioght 
artist was a native of Newcastle, where he served his time as a tal- 
low chandler. His first piece whidi came before the pubfic, was 
an engraving, in group, of the Kiog, Queen, and Dauphin of l^nce, 
for Ae ''Historiad Vkw ojT Ike Prmeh Hevohoian,'' published bj 
M. Angus, in 1796. This astoniditng performance was done 
without any previous mstruction. Bir. Scott afterwards removed 
to London, where he finished several hundreds of engravings, whtdi 
are aH in high estunation. ** THe Sporttman's CMneij"' ** ITu 
SporHnff Mn^arme^ Mr. Darnel's ^ Haral SpofU^ and odier 
works A a similar nature, owe much of their Teputation to the ex- 
^quisite delicacy and truth of Mr. Scott's graver. His ei^raving cf 
^ The Cottage" m the «" Ftme ArU nf Cfte A^ffts^ Sekocif h 
perhaps his finest piece, but what established his fame most were hb 
two large prints <* Breakiko Cover*' and ** The Death of the 
^ox," after Gilpin and Reinagle* For these exquisite spechnem 
of the art, Mr. Scott was on the mth of May, 1611, presented iv9di 
ti large gold medttl by the Society «f Arts, and at the same time 
Tecetved a very high compliment ftom his roval highness the duke 
of iSnssex, in 'die presence of a large assembly of the mmifity and 
gentry. These prints are possessed by every lover of art who prize 
pictures of animds and field sports. In March 1821, this artist 
aufibred a severe paralytic stroke, from which he never afterwards 
recovered. Mr. Scott published in 182S a portndt of his mother, 
Mrs. Mary Scott. There is a good portrait of this artist painted 
Iby Mr. Jackson, ILA., and engraved o^ Brv. 

This year, as the ship Ann, Captain Hutchinson, of 'Shaekb, 
was leaving Aberdeen for Newcastle, a pair of sparrows were 
observed to commence boOding dieir nest under the slings of 
the fin*e-yard, and what appears Tery remarkable, on the vessefs 
arrivd at Dent's Hole, a Ittde below Newcastle, the same birds 
went on shore and brought materials to finish their house. 

1828 fJan. llj ^Died, in Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, after a 

short illness, aged 62, Mr. WOHam Henderson, a native of North- 
umbertend. In the early part of his fife he worked as a pitman, 
and havmg received an imury, he was admitted a patient 'of the 
infirmary, at Newcastle, Here he contracted an intimacy with tme 
of the nurses of that institution, whom he mairied. On the erec- 
tion of the House of Recovery in ISCMt, Mrs. Henderson was ap- 
pointed matron, and Mr. Henderson became inspector, which 
situation he held until his wife's death. Having during the time 
lie was attached to tius institution, acquired (as he said) more 
icnowledge of medicine than allthe ihcidty put together, he added 
I}otior to his name, and puMiiftied a very ludicrous and -eccentric 
book entitled ^' Sverif Wm hn own Doetor^ m Ae irtainmU ^ 
Ptdet^ ond tfAer wapoflMt di$60S8S weidtta to 4^$ "huttuiH fratm. 
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Beimg th0 ruuk if 22 peari pmeike and obtervoiio^ if Atirmt^ 
menl and eure ^ varwuB diMoaes. WUh BkffmeB to grai^ die 
mmd* By WUikum Hmidermm^ late Inapeeior cf th^Fwor Hat- 
pUaii NeHw a t ih upon Tyne^* with « portrati (wefixed. As a w^ 
cimea of his abilitieft io the rhymiDg way, it 16 only necmary to- 
giTe the wemaraUe lines from the title-page of his book. 

** In the country and the town. 
Here wisdom may be fimnd ; 
This book in a pupiTs hand^ 
Will make him a wiser man ; 
His Tmoe maj give the soundt 
And say, 'tis worth a hundred pound** 1 1 

For this hundred poundi* worth of moahuMo informaihny he mo- 
destly diarged Ss. 6dL It was ^ Prioted for the auliior by J* 
Mardiall, Old Blesh Market, 1827.'' It consists of 86 pages; the 
portrait^ wfaich is prefixed to thisiiiorMeitf of a book, is engrairedby 
Mr* Isaac Nicholson^ from a painting by Fteker, and is an excellent 
likesess. This workir aireaiaait w, but what would it have been, 
if ffwtn in iH origmal orAography 9 After the Doctor^s publiea- 
ttoa appeared, he received various letters signed <* Robert Southey** 
snd other fictitious namea, landing his pre^emmeni ainUtiM / all of 
which this very simple man believed to be genuine, and carried 
theaa aboat his person fi)r exhibition ; indeed there seemed nothing^ 
in the shape of praise too monstrous for him. 

1828 (Jan% \1)* — John Greotge Lambton, esq., M« P^ for the 
coanfy of Durham, havii^ been created a peer by the style and 
title of Baron Dmham, of the city of Duraam, and of Lambton 
caetle, in the coun^ of Dorhani, a new writ for an M. P. for the 
com^ was issued January 28di,.when he was sneceeded on the 
I8th of February in the same year, by William Russell, esq., of 
Brancepeth castle, Durham. 

January 27.—- Sunday evening lectures cotnmeneed in St. John's 

church, Newcastle, for which purpose it was first lighted with gas^ 

Fdnuttry ll.^Died, M Watlsend, Ann Usher, aged 102 years, 

who, during the last thirty years of her lifor had received paradnal 

relief Co the aoMunt of £157, 18«. from that phK^e. 

PAruary 18^*— A boll and supper were given by the bachelors' 
of Durham and- its neighbourhooa, to the ladies and gentlemen m 
the same jiaee and the county, whidi took place at the Assembly- 
rooms* The eottpany began to assemble soon afler nine o'dodc, 
and before ten most of the viskors had arrived. The room at tlMit 
period presented a perfect galaxy of beauty, rank, and fashion. 
The dresses of the ladies were remarkably splendid and tasteful, 
and the ooup dtcM extremely brilliant. The daaeia^ commenced 
at ten o*dods, and was kept up with great spirit until one o'dock, 
whea the party were summoned to me most elegant supper ever 
served in Durbam, upon any ocoasioo. John Allan, esq., of Blacfe- 
well, presided, and he gave a peoidiar zest to the entertainment by 
the felicitous manner in whidi he acquitted himself in the 'diatr. ik) 
deK^erad a very entertaining' speech in propping ihe health of the 
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ladies who had honoured the bachelors with their compeny, and 
concluded, by expressing a hope, that their fascinations might have 
the happ^ efect of inducing some of his fraternity to change their 
state of life. The supper being concluded, and several appropriate 
toasts drunk, the party returned to the ball-room, when dancing 
was resumed and kept up with unabated spirit until a late hour on 
the morning. The following are the names of the gentlemen by 
whose subscriptions the expenses of the ball and supper were de- 
frayed :— J. Allan ^Blackwell), R. H. Allan, G.Appleby, T. Bowes, L 
Bonomi, R. Burrell, Rev. T. Ebdon (Durhain), J. Fawcett ^Newton- 
Hall), Rev. C. Fawcett (Durham), Uev. S. Uamlen (Heighington), 
T. Griffith, J. Gregson, T. C. Granger, J. Hutchinson, A. W. Hutchin- 
son (Durham), F. D. Johnson (Aykley*Heads), G. D. Lambton, 
J. D. Lambton (Durham), W. Mills (WUlington), W. Russell, M. P. 
(Brancepeth castle), Rev. J. Raine (Durham), B. J. Salvin (Bum- 
hall), G. Salvin (Croxdale), R. D. Shaflo (Whitworth), R. Stafford, 
£. Shimierdson, H. Stapylton (Durham), W. Trotter (Bishop-Auck- 
land), Liieut.-Gen. Wilkinson, G. Wilkinson (Durham), A. Wilkin- 
son (Coxhoe Hall), W. £. Wooler, and T. Waldy (Durham). 

1828 (Feb.) 4 — This month a sepulchre of large dimensions, and 
of rude form and construction, was discovered at Millfield-hill, in 
Northumberland. It differed entirely from any of the tumuli which 
had before been opened in that neighbourhood. Some teeth and 
pieces of bone, evidently the remains of human bodies were found, 
and also several teeth, so large, that they must have belonged to an 
animal of no less size than a full-grown horse. 

March 15. — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by 
which unfortunate event eight men lost their lives. No exact ac- 
count of the cause of the accident could be given, but the coroner 
and jury were satisfied that no blame coulo attach to any person, 
as the pit was considered in a good state and well ventilated. 

March 2S« — ^Died, at Alnwick, Mr. Alexander English, formerly 
of Rothbury, aged 107 years. 

This month, an elegant window, in stained glass, by Mr. John 
Gibson, of Newcastle, was put up in Stockton church. The centre 
represents Christ bearing the cross, witli other attributes, pourtray- 
ed in a very superior manner. The placid countenance of the Re- 
deemer is nnely expressive of a heavenly meekness and resignation. 
The remainder of the window is filled with most beautiful and 
chaste ornamental work, and the whole so harmonises as to give it 
a most imposing and striking appearance. Mr. Gibson's colouring, 
in point of briUiancy, is allowed to surpass every thing of the kind 
hitherto exhibited. 

April 1. — ^A meeting was held at Mitford, near Morpeth, and a 
subscription was entered into for the purpose of erecting a wooden 
bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the High Ford, where many 
lives had been lost in attempting to cross at that dangerous place. 
From the liberality of the neighbouring and other gentry, it was 
resolved that a bridge of stone should be erected. 

About ten o'clock at night, a fire broke out in Mrs. Crowtlier's 
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premises at the Ousebum, near Newcastle, the under part of which 
she occupied as an iron-foundry, and above was a steam corn-mi]], 
in the occupation of Mr. Hetherington, and a small shop rented by 
another person. It was sumiosed the fire originated in some timber 
attached to the engine of the mill, and the whole of the buQding 
being of wood, such was the rapiditv of the flames, all was a mass 
of burning ruins. The soap manutactory on the opposite side of 
the road was in imminent danger, but was saved by the playing 
of the engines and the exertions of those in attendance. ]\Ir. 
Hetherington had in the mill about 200 bolls of wheat, and a large 
quantity of flour, which were totally destroyed ; but his stock, as 
well as the whole of the premises and the goods were insured, with 
the exception of the stock of the poor man who rented tlie shop. 

1828 (Aprils)* — ^On the evening of this day (Sunday), the ancient 
chapel at the west end of Durham cathedral, called the Galilee, 
was opened for the first time for evening lectures, and divine service 
was performed by the Rev. P. George, one of the minor canons, 
assisted by Mr. Stirapson, one of the choristers, as clerk. After 
which the Rev. W. N. Darnell, delivered an excellent lecture. . 

April 11. — A fire was discovered in a stable of Mr. R. Lamb, in 
Blue Anchor-chair on the Quayside, Newcastle. There were two 
horses in it ; one of them was so much burnt, that it was considered 
necessary to kill it, the other died from the effects of the fire. The 
fire was soon got under. 

^prU 21. — The branch from the Bank of England commenced 
bunness in a house at the south-west comer of Bailiff Gate, in 
Newcastle. The notes are the same as the parent institution, ex- 
cepting that thev are dated Newcastle. 

April 22. — The foundation stone of a new Catholic chapel was 
laid in Hexham, by the Rev. Mr. Singleton, of that place. Al- 
though the time of the ceremony had not been previously an- 
nounced, yet a great number of spectators were present. 

April 23. — About six o'clock on the morning, a fire of a most 
terrific appearance broke out in the extensive paper manufactory 
of Mr. Smith, at Langley, near the city of Durham. When first 
discovered, the fiames were ascending through the ventilators on 
the roof of the new part of the building, and very near to Mr. 
Smith's dwelling-house. The alarm was instantly given, and in a 
few minutes Mr. Smith's workmen and neighbours were on the 
spot. Intelligence having been speedily conveyed to Durham, the 
me engines soon afterwards arrived at Langley, where also a great 
number of persons had assembled, who made the most praiseworthy 
exertions to subdue the destructive element. The room in which 
the fire broke out was used as a drying lofl, and a great quantity 
of paper, in an unfinished state, was lianging upon lines within it. 
This burnt with amazing rapidity, and the timbers of the roof lie- 
coming ignited, very soon gave way under the weight of the slates, 
and the whole fell in with a tremendous crash. Masses of burning 
paper now rose into the air, and were scattered to a considerable 
distance. The fall of the roof, by checking the flames, gave an 
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opportunity to those who worked the engines to play upon the 
bmlding with efiect, and the opportunity was not lost. From the 
great efforts now madey the fire was entirely subdued before nine 
o'clock. The damage was estimated at about £1,000. The pro- 
perty was insured. 

1828 fj4prilJ.^WhSht the workmen were trenching the ground, 
for planting, at Villa Real, near Sandyford, Newcastle, they found 
a curious rode stone coffin, composed of six flag stones, cootaining 
the skeleton of a tall man, in complete preservation, with an urn 
standing by the side of his head. It appeared to be one of the 
most perfect specimens of the ancient British sepulchral yaaes that 
had been found. Mr. Blackbird, the occupier of the house, pre- 
sented it to the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle. It was exhibited 
to the public in the ubraiy-room <n the Liteiary and Fhiloso[4iical 
Society. 

Died, at Bath, aged 93 years. Sir John TreTehran, bart, 
of Nettleoombe, Somersetshire, and of Wellington, mrthumber- 
land. Sir John was returned member for Newcastle, March 14th, 
1777, after a severe contest with the cdebrated profligate adventurer, 
Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes. Sir John was a member in the 
three succeeding parliaments for Somersetshire* 

This month, wniie some workmen were employed in draining a 
field near Seaham, Durham, the property of the Rev. O. J. CresB- 
well, rector of that place, they discovered in a very marshy part of 
it, and at a depth of about eight feet from the surfoce, an oaken 
coffin, containing human bones. The coffin fell to pieces on being 
exposed to the air. 

May 2. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, John Clay, aged 100 years. 

Majf 14.— Died, in Newcastle, in his 87th year, Archibald Hen- 
derson, better Imown by the af^llation of << Bold Arel^J' He 
was of great stature and muscular power, and though his appearance 
to many was a ttrrifit cbjecit yet he was very inoffensive in nis man- 
ners. BiM Archy is immortalized in several local songs written 
by Mr. Robert GUchrist in the pure Newcastle dialect He also 
forms one of the characters in the group of ** NnocatUe JSeeeniries" 
painted bv Mr. Parker, and engraved by Mr. Armstrong. In this 
group (14), all living in 1819, there are now ^832), only two in 
existence ; — ^viz. : Binui Wiilief and Wkm Bobby. 

May 29^ — The ancient custom of singing on the steeple of the 
cathedral at Durham, on the anniversary of the above day, was re- 
vived at the church. At the close of divine service, the choristers 
ascended the steeple, and sung the three anthems formerly used oo 
that elevated station. See tw. upage 46. 

June 5 The '' United Kingdom** steam packet, of 1,000 tons, 

came into the river Tyne for a supply of coals. This vessel, which 
was the largest of the kind belonging to Great Britain, was on its 
passage from London to Leith. 

Juhe 11.— -The farm-house at Snipe House, near Alnwick, occu- 
pied by Mr. John MarshaU, was destroyed by fire, supposed to have 
been occasioned by a foul chimney. 
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18S8 (JwM Ii;.— The Northern Academy of Arts, wbitih iras 
cammKiced building in Blackett-street, Netrcutlei September 15th, 
1827, wu fint opened to the public, with a very superior diiplay of 
paintingt by London, natire, and other artista. Hiere were alio tt%- 
niluted very iplendid and coitly modeli of St Paul'i, London, and St. 
Peter^Bi at Rome, the pn^rty of Lady Ravenaworth, who, for the 
g««ttfication of the public tent them from the muaeum at Ravens- 
worth caatle. This exhibition closed on the 13th of September. 
Tlua building waa agun opened, October 6tfa| for the " Exhibition 
of picturea v^ the moat celebrated, ancient, and deceased maatera, 
■dected from the beit collectiona." The building, both exterior and 
interior, does great credit to the projector*. The firtt exhUjition of 
dmwinga in water colours took place in this institution on the Slit 
Octt^r, 1831. This was another display of superior talenL 

1628 (Jvnte 1 1^.— The ceremony of laying the fomidadon stone 

Sit the mtrance door) of the Rectory-house, for the parish of St. 
ohn'i, Gateshead Fell, waa peiformeu by the workmen. Refresh- 
meats were distributed to the persons present, and each was pre- 
sented with a card containing the following inscription >-** The 
foundatioQ stone of the biulou^ intended ror the Recttwy-honae 
Sot the parish of St. John's, Gateshead, Fell, waa bud this 11th of 
June, 1828, on which day the site was named, and will ever after- 
wds be called Hawksbury HUl." 

Jimt 22^ — Died, at Pelton, near Chester4e-etreet, Isabella Eddy, 
sridow, in her 107th year. 



Jwu 25. — The common council of Newcastle, established a new 
corporate company, entitled " The Company or Fraternity of Scri- 
veners of Newcastle upon Tyne," of which Nathaniel Clayton, 
Christopher Fenwick, Percivai Fenwick, Aimanr Donldn, John 
Adamson, Peregrine George Miioa, John Brown, John Clayton 
Henry Ingledew, Robert Anthony Purris, George William Lram 
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Thoipas William Keenlyside, Thomas Dove, Matthew Clayton^ 
Richard Hill Gee, Edward Hemsley and Ions Hewison (attorneys), 
free burgesses, were declared members, and they were conse- 
quently enabled to bestow the freedom of the town upon their 
apprentices. The preceding wood-cut shews the arms or this new 
corporate company, to whom I am indebted for the loan of it. 

1828 ^ Jun«27/.^Died, in the Mill-entry, Head of the Side, New- 
castle, aged 103 years, Thomas Thompson, an old soldier, a nattve of 
Woodhorn, in Northumberland. He was at the battle of Minden in 
1759, where he had his skull fractured, and he wore a silver plate 
over the fracture to the day of his deaUi. At the close o£ the war 
in the year 1763, he travelled over Europe, and part of Asia and 
Africa in the service of Captain Younghusband. He afterwards 
supported himself by turning a wheel for a glass-cutter in the Close, 
Newcastle, as long as there was employment in that line. On the 
visit of the Duke of Wellington to Newcastle, a petition was pre- 
sented to his grace on his behalf, stating his great age and services, 
and that his means of support had been materially affected by the 
loss of his two sons, one at the battle of Trafalgar, and the other 
under his grace at Waterloo. The effect of this petition was to ob- 
tain for him an enlargement of his pension to 1«. Sd. per day. But it 
had a still more beneficial effect m raising up for him a n-iend and 
protector in the person of Colonel Arnold, who having been em- 
ployed to announce to the veteran the above piece of good fortune, 
took so kind an interest for him, as very materially added to his 
comfort during the remainder of his life. 

June 30. — A new theatre was opened at Sunderland, when the 
justly celebrated songstress. Miss Hughes, from London, a native 
of that town, made her first appearance there. She was received 
with the most rapturous applause, and was encored in ail her songs. 
The house was crowded to excess. 

This month a sparrow built its nest upon the quarter block of 
the main yard of the ship Friends of North Shields, Captain Mel- 
drum, whilst lying in the river Tyne, and therein deposited several 
eggs. 

Jufy 13 and 14. — A heavy rain having fallen, the rivers in the 
northern counties were swollen to such a degree, as caused much 
loss and damage to the lands and crops on the low grounds and banks 
of the rivers. The Tyne rose to a great height, laying corn-fields 
waste, pikes of hay were floated down, also live stock, consisting of 
sheep and pigs, also numerous geese and ducks, were hurried away 
by the impetuosity of the current, and lost to their owners* Se- 
veral trees were torn up by the roots, and floated down the stream. 
The gable end of Mr. Harrison's paper-mill, erecting at the west 
end of Pipewellgate, Grateshead, was thrown down by the water 
running into the building, and bursting away the foundation. Hie 
houses in Dunstan and its vicinity were completely surrounded by 
the water, and the inhabitants had no means of escaping but by 
boats. Several vessels, keels, and small craft, were driven from 
their moorings. Great damage was done on the grounds contiguous 
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to the rivers Tees, Wear, Team, Derwent and the Coquet 
At Sunderland, a ship was driven from Hetton staith to the low 
pert of the harbour, and some keels were driven from their moor- 
ings out to sea. At an early hour on the Monda^r morning (Hth), 
a fine large black horse was taken out of the river dead, at the 
glass-house quaj of Addison Fenwick, esq. It had the shafts and 
harness of a gig attached to it, but the body of the carriage was 
not found. Same day, a valuable cart mare belongmg to Mr. 
Thomas Wailes, of Meldon, was carried down the river Wansbeck, 
and drowned. By some means she had backed the cart into the 
aiwoUen torrent, and was hurried away by the stream, llie da- 
mage to the paper-mill at Shotley, upon the river Derwent, was 
Yery greaL The whole of the dam head and M>ron, together with 
great part of a new quay, for the erection of another mill, were 
swept away. Most of uie wooden bridges upon this river were 
carried away. A taaier'Spout fell at the foot of the bank near 
Hamsterley lodge, and did great damage to the road* The low 
lands adjacent to the river Wear, were for a long time under water, 
so that nne crops of every description were completely destroyed. 
A vast quantity of hay in pikes passed down the river. On Sun- 
day ^ISth), as Mr. Cook, blacksmith at Nesham colliery, his bro- 
ther-m-law, and their wives, were proceeding home from Newcas* 
tie, in a cart, the river having overflowed, had extended into the 
lane near the new bridge, at Lambton Park. In attempting to turn 
back, the horse, beme nearly overhead in water, stumbled, and was 
immediately drowned. After Mr. Cook and his friends had called 
out a long time, some persons walking to see the river, went to 
their assistance, and ropes were procured. Several persons at- 
tempted to swim to them with ropes, but were unable to come 
near them, the water being several feet deep in the lane, and com- 
ing very rapidly down the new bridge field. Mr. Storey> of Pick- 
tree, sent a horse and sledge to Lambton, to bring a boat to the 
new bridge, when John Ferguson, boatman, (a sailor), John Briggs, 
gamekeeper, at Lambton, and Joseph Laverick, formerly of Lum- 
ley ferry-boat, proceeded in the Lambton boat, to rescue them 
from their perilous situation, having ropes made fast to the hoaL 
The ropes were thrown to the people to make fast to the trees, 
whither they had swum, to render all the assistance in their power 
to the unfortunate persons, as the water had risen, and they were 
standing in the cart up to their shoulders. After three of them 
were removed from the cart, it was carried away by the stream, 
and the other man jumped into the water and caught hold of a rope 
that was thrown from the boat. As they were dragging him to 
the boat the rope broke that was tied to Uie tree, and ue boat was 
taken by the strong current over the tops of the trees, and every 
person thought it would upset, but Ferguson by his skill brought 
the boat ashore in the plantation belonging to Lord Durham, near 
Mickleton, to the surprise of a great number who had assembled. 
They had been in their perilous situation about four hours. A 

Seat number of leverets were observed clinging to the pikes of 
y as they floated down the Wear. Incalculable damage was 
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done by this visitatioDy but it was not ascertained that any human 
lives were lost 

1828 (July 21^ Died at St. Omer, in France, Georae Allan, 

of Blackwell Grange, esq., M. A., F. S. A., and sometime M. P. for 
the city of Durham. A gentleman of great erudition and danical 
attainments, and of the most bland and conciliatory manners and de- 
meanour. He was a candidate for the city of Durham, in the yeor 
181S, on the resignation of Ralph John liambton, esq., and af)ter a 
severe, lengthened, and expensive struggle, he was returned by a 
considerable majority. During the period that he sat in penia- 
ment, his votes were consistent, and marked with a strict senae of 
independence. Indeed, on one or two occasions, he differed fiom 
a large portion of his constituents, but he was always ready to ex- 
plain his motives, and he would rather refrain from voting at all 
than give a vote contrary to his conscience. On the dissolutioo <^ 
parliament in the year 1818, he was again a candidate, and it was 
confidently asserted, that if he had persevered in his intentions, be 
would have been again returned, but the heavy pecuniary sacrifi- 
ces of the first election, did not warrant his perseverance in a wtcand 
contest, and he manfully declared his *^ inability to command such 
pecuniary resources as would be necessary to secure his election.*^ 
When this determination was communicated to the freemen, it was 
received with sentiments of universal regret, highly honourable to all 
parties. Mr. Allan died in the 6 Ist year of his age, leaving no iasue, 
and the family estateshave in consequence partly devolved on William 
Allan, esq^ eldest son of the late Kobert Allan, esq., of Newboule. 
August 13th, his remains having been removed from St. Omer to 
his native county for interment, were deposited in the fiunily vault 
in Darlington church. The funeral was attended by John Allan, 
esq., William Allan, esq., Robert Henry Allan, esq. F. S. A., Cap- 
tain James Allan Wright, and Captain John Allan Wright, tbe 
nearest relatives of the lamented deceased, and bv a laige con* 
course of the inhabitants of Darlington and its neighbourhood. 

Jtdy 27.— -Died, at Warkworth, in Northumberland, aged 100 
jrears, Mrs, Ann Taylor, widow of Mr. Cuthbert Taylor, of Tan- 
field, Durham. 

July, — In removing the old battlements of Framwell^te-bridge, 
in the ciu^ of Durham, a large living toad was found m the very 
middle of the wall where it must have been confined for a number 
of years. The bridge was built by bishop Elambard in the year 
1120, but when the battlement containing the animal was built, 
was not known. 

This month, died, in London, suddenly, Mr. Thomas Fryer Han- 
son, an engraver of considerable eminence. Mr. Ranson was bom 
at Bunder&nd, in the year 1784, but his parents shortly after re- 
moved to Newcastle, where he was bound apprentice to Mr. J. A. 
Kidd, engraver. After completing his apprenticeship he remained 
in Newcastle a few years, during which he executed several pieces 
with great taste and delicacy. He then removed to London, and 
soon became distinguished, and in the year 1814 received from the 
Society of Arts a silver medal, fi»r the engraving of a portrait. 
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supposed to be that of Sir Thomas Gresham, On the 15th of April, 
1818, be sent to the Society of Arts the copy of a new bank note, 
exhibiting specimens of the highest excellence in the graphic art* 
The vignette in the centre, etched and engraved by himself, from a 
dmwiiig by Thurston, is a roost beautiful production of art. Messrs. 
Archer and Ttnrell fdso contributed their skill, and the writing is 
well executed by Mr. Lambert, of Newcastle, engraver. Tnis 
[date, and Mr. Ranson's letters were afterwards published by the 
Society of Arts. In June, this ^ear, Mr. Hanson published ** An 

wdawfuUy efn^flmed by me Bank cf England^ for holding cm aUeged 
forged One Pound Note (thai he paidjortg ehittinge for)^ which 
woe proved to he genuine in a Court rfJuetioe, Ded%caied^ with' 
out permitiiony to Ifte Oovr* and Company of the Threadneedk" 
sireei ptner eetabHshmeni*'* He contended that the Bank had no 
right to impound notes the property of others, and that the inspec- 
tors could not always distinffuish between a forged and a genuine 
note. The question was decided in his favour, and he received 
much merited praise for this noble stand against an illegal assump- 
tion of power by the Bank. In the year 1821| he received, from 
the Society of Arts, the gold Isis medal, for his portrait of the late 
duke of Northumberland, an engraving in the hne manner, which 
has seldom been equalled; and, in Majt the following year, he 
again received the gold Isis medal from the saikne society, for an 
engraving of Wilkie's ^ Duncan Gray." He afterwards produced 
some small engravings (proo& of which I had the honour to receive 
from Mr. Ranson), which that great master, Wilkie, declared to be 
'^decided improvements upon any of his former works." Mr. 
Ranson, like many other geniuses, had his failings, but these always 
^ leaned to virtue s side." 

1828 (Aug J. — Workmen were at this time employed in build- 
ing a bridge at the Link-house, near Bly th, the expense of which to 
be defrayed by private subscriptions. 

Auguei 14. — About five o'clock on the morning an alarming 
fire was discovered in the premises of Mr. Musgrave, mustard manu» 
fiuiturer in Stockton, which burnt for a considerable time with great 
fury. The roofs of the building soon fell in, but from the great 
exertions made, and a good supply of water, it was fortunately got 
under about eight o'clock. 

Auguet 2S.->In conformity to a new act for regulating the town 
of North Shields, watchmen were appointed, and put on duty for the 
first time, on the night of the above day, Saturday. 

Sept em ber 1. — An ex{^osion todc place in the new pit at Hough- 
ton-le*Spring, belonging to Lord Durham, when three men and 
four boys were burnt to death. The accident was attributed to the 
sufferers themselves having incautiously left open a door in the 
mine on the Saturday. The foul «r haa by this means accumulated 
in the workings, and on the return of the pitmen on the Monday 
morning with their lights^ it immediately exploded and occasioned 
the fatal result. 



K4 HISTORICAL REGISTER Off [a. D. 1828. 

1828 {SqfL 7^^— The new chapd buflt at Brandline Place, near 
Newcastle, was opened for the use of the Weslejran Sfetfaodists, on 
which occasion sermons were preached by the Rev* Francis A. 
West, and the Rev. William Najlor, to crowded audiences. 

StjUiember 9. — This bein^ the day on which Matthew White 
Ridley, esq., eldest son of Sir M. W. Ridley, bart M. P. for New- 
castle, attained his 21st year, all the bells in the churches of that 
town rune several merry peals on the occasion. The day was 
celebrated with much festivity and rejoicing at Blagdon, and other 
places in the vicinity of the honourable baronet's domain. At Blyth 
all business was suspended, and the gentlemen of the place and its 
neighbourhood, with the masters of the ships in the harbour dined 
together in celebration of the event. All the workmen at Cowpen 
coUiery and Blyth employed under Sir Matthew White Ridley, 
bart., were liberally regaled, and the sailors belonging to the ships 
in the harbour were not forgotten. Such a festive day had not 
taken place at Blyth since Apnl 18th, 1799, when the worthy baro« 
net attained his 21st year. 

September 9< — The new church of St. Paul, at \^^laton, in the 
parish of Ry ton, Durham, was opened. The lord bishop of Durham 
arrived at Axwell Ptok the preceding day, where he remained 
during the night, and, at eleven o'clock the next morning his lord- 
ship arrived at the sdiool*house, Winlaton, and was joined there by 
Sir Thomas Claverfng, bart., C. J. Clavering, esq., and the prindpai 
inhabitants of the parish, all <xf whom carried white wands. The 
company went in procession, preceded by the Winlaton band of 
music, to the churdi (thoueh the morning had been very wet and 
stormy \ which was fiUed with a very respectable congregation. On 
the bisnop arrivingat the church, he was met at the west door by 
the Rev. Charles Thorp, rector of Ryton ; the Rev. John Dodo, 
vicar of Newcastle ; the Rev. John CoUinson, rector of Gateshead ; 
the Rev. Mr. Collinson, of Lamesley, and several other clergymen. 
The usual petition was presented to the bishop praying uiat he 
would consecrate the church, and, after being read by the registrar, 
the procession moved to the vestry, where the bishop enrobed 
himself. The ^< morning hymn" was sung by a choir, accompanied 
by the band; after whidi the ceremony commenced with the pro- 
cession moving up the middle aisle from the west door to the com- 
munion table, the bishop and the clergy repeating alternately verses 
from the 24th Psalm. His lordship and his two chaplains then 
stepped within the rails of the altar, when the usual prayers wei^ 
read. The procession then proceeded to tlie church-vstrd, where 
the act of consecrating the burial-ground was read by the Rev. Mr. 
Baker, the chancellor, and signed by his lordship, who offered up a 
suitable prayer, and again returned to the altar; the chancellor 
then reaa the sentence for the consecration of thd church, and it 
being signed by his lordship, was laid upon the communion table. 
The service of the day was tnen delivered by the Reverends Henry 
Wardell and John Reed (the latter being appointed curate), and an 
excellent and pathetic sermon was preadied by his lordship, from 
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Psalm 26th, verse 8th — ** Lord I have loved the habitation and the 
place where thine honour dwelleth.** The choir then sung with 
great effect ** Lord dismiss us," &c. His lordship then read a suita- 
ble prayer, and concluded with the apostolic blessing. Afler the 
ceremony, his lordship, the clergy, &c., partook of a cold collation at 
the house of Mr. Belt, afler which his lordship, the clergy, &c., 
drove off to the rectory-house at Ryton, and honoured the Rev. 
Mr. Thorp, with his presence to dinner. Mr. Belt presented to the 
church a peal of five bells, which were rung at intervals during the 
day. The tenor bell which weighs 10 cwt. bears the following in- 
scription on the front : — '* This peal of five bells was presented to 
the church of St. Paul, by Robert Belt, esq., Winlaton, Anno Dom. 
1828." and on the reverse — ** Charles Thorp, B. D., rector of Ry- 
ton ; Henry Wardell, M. A., John Reed, B. A., curates ; Robert 
Watson; Newcastle Tyne, founder." 

1828 (Sept. 9 J, — A part of the east wing of the ancient cathe- 
dral of Hexham, now used as the parish church, fell with a tremen- 
dous crash, and broke through the roof of a building adjoining, 
called the old school, in which were deposited the town lamps, tul 
of which were demolished. 

September 1 1. — The new chapel and cemetery at Greenhead, in 
the parish of Haltwhistle, was consecrated by the lord bishop of 
Dor nam. The building which is in a plain simple style of Gothic 
architecture, was from a plan by Mr. Dobson, of Newcastle, and 
was built by subscription. The Rev. N. J. HoUingsworth, the 
vicar of Haltwhistle, officiated in the service of the day, after which 
an appropriate sermon was delivered by the bishop from Matthew, 
chap. IS, verses 16 and 17. 

September 15. — Died, at Hedley, near Beamish, in the county 
of Durham, Mr. Matthew Pratt, formerly a farmer at Urpeth, who 
had completed his 1 00th year on the 9th of the preceding June. 

September 18. — In the evening, as a gentleman was driving his 
carriage down the hill near Wallbottle, on his way from Newcastle 
to Hexham, the vehicle ran amain, and was precipitated over the 
bridge at the foot of the bank. The height from tne bridge to the 
dean below is nearly thirty feet, and, wonderful as it may seem, the 
horse was only slightly hurt, and the driver merely stunned. The 
carriage, which was considerably damaged, was new, and had just 
come firom London, by the steam-packet, to Newcastle. 

October 16. — A most splendid entertainment was given by the 
hon. H. T. Liddell, M. P., and Mrs. Liddell, at their seat at £sling- 
ton-house, Northumberland, to celebrate the baptism of their young- 
est daughter. At hdf-past five o'clock p. m., the ceremony was 
performed by the Rev. H. G. Liddell, in the presence of a select 
party of relatives and friends. Her grace the duchess of Northum- 
berland, Miss Seymour, and the hon. Mrs. Dawson, were the spon- 
sors. A beautiful china font was presented for the occasion by her 
grace, and the lovely in&nt was named Florentia, from her grace's 
second name. After the ceremony, the distinguished party sat 
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down to a sumptuous dinner at 6 o'clock. At half*past nine o'docrk, 
the ball company began to anive^ and the elesant ball room wma 
thrown open to the admiring assembhige. The ball was opened by 
the hon. Mr. Liddell, and oer grace the Duchess of Northumber- 
land, and the dancing was kept up with great spirit till one o'clock, 
when the company retired to a splendid and elesant supper. The 
health of ihe lord lieutenant of the coun^, and of her grace, was 
proposed in a neat and appropriate manner, by the hon« Mr. Lid- 
deli, and was dnmk with long and loud aj^lause, after which the 
healths of the honourable host and hostess were proposed in a most 
gratifying manner by his grace, and loud cheers accompanied this 
toast. 'Die healths of the distinguished sponsors were then propos- 
ed by Mr. Liddell, and received with great applause. The faeidtlis 
of lord and lady Ravensworth and &mily, were given and drank 
with great enthusiasm. The company then returned to the baO- 
room, and a varied succession m mltzes, quadrilles, and other 
dances, were continued until the dawn of the morning warned the 
happy party of the necessity of quitting the scene of festivity. The 
ball-room was most tastefully decorated with wreaths of flowers 
and evergreens, beaptifully arranged in various devices ; and the 
name bestowed by her grace the duchess of Northumberland upon 
the young ehrisiiant was distinctly seen at the head of the room in 
large gold letters, intermixed with moss and flowers ; and on the 
side c^ the room were seen the initials of the duke and duchessy 
with their rospective coronets, most skilfully executed by Mr. 
Athey, of Alnwick. There were about 150 persons present upon 
this occasion, comprising several of the most distinguished fiunuies 
in the county. 

1828 ( Oei. 24tJ. — His rojral highness the duke of Sussex, passed 
through Newcastle, on a visit to Earl Grey, at Howick, and return- 
ed to the south on the 27th. His royu highness had for some 
time previous been at Raby Castle, the hospitable mansion of the 
marquis of Cleveland ; whero Liord Durham, Mr. Brougham, and 
a distinguished party had been invited to meet his royal highness. 
October 14th, his royal highness made a short tour through the 
countnr ; passing over Winston bridge, he proceeded by Thorpe to 
Greta bridge, where he partook of refreshment at Martin's new inn ; 
from thence crossing the Abbey bridge, they returned to Rabj 
castle through Baruardcastle. His royal highness was highly g:ra* 
tified with nis excursion through that beautiful neighbourhood. 
He was invited to Brancepeth castle, the seat of WilLam Russell^ 
esq., M. P., but this he declined on account of the death of h» 
sister the queen of Wirtemberg. 

October* — This month, in making an excavation for a new 
harbour at Seaham in the county of Durham, a human skeleton wsa 
found about three feet below the surfiice of the earth, with the 
head doubled forward upon the breast. It was supposed to be the 
body of some person who had been murdered at a remote period ; 
most of the small bones were decomposed. 
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1838 /yoo. &J. — Died, st hig house in Gnteabead, in ibe 76th 
year of hiB age, Mr. TbomaB Bewick, the celebrated engraver on 
wood. He ma born in the year 1753 at Cherrybum, near Oving- 
ham, in North umberland. From an early proisdency in drawine, 
he, at the age of fourteen years, was bound af^entice to Mr. Ralph 
Beilby, an eHgrftver in Newcastle, who was a man of considerable 
talent. Mr. Bewick was first brought before the public by his 
wood cut of " 7%e Old Sound," which gained the premium of 
seven guineas from the Society of Arts in the year 1775, Thia no 
doubt encouraged his genius, and lud the foundation of his success 
in after life. He cut m wood the mathematical diagrams for Hut- 
ton's Mensuration, in quarto, published in Newcastle in the year 
1770. Soon after the expiration of his servitude, he was taken into 
partnership by his master, under the firm of Beilby and Bewidc, 
and in the year 1790 appeared his " HUlory of QtuidnipKU" In 
the year 1795, he, with nis brother John, were engaged by Mr.Wm. 
Bulmer, printer, of London, (a native of Newcastle^ to embellish 
an edition of Goldsmith's Traveller and Deserted Village, and Par- 
nell's Hennit, The success that attended this volume, induced 
Mr. Bulmer to engage in the publication of Somerviie's Chase as a 
companiim. This was produced the year following. After Mr. 
SsAm Bewick had finished on wood the whole of the designs, except 
one which embellish this work, he left London for OWngnam, where 
he died on the 6th of December, 1795, aged 35 years, and lies 
bnried at Ovinf^am churcb. After die death of his brother, Mr. 
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Bevirick bestowed every possible attention in engraving these blocks. 
In the year 1797 he published the first volume of British Birds ; in 
1804 the second volume ; and in 1818 appeared the last of his pub- 
lished works, <^ The Fables of JSsop ana others^ At the time of 
his death he had cut in wood several illustrations for a History of 
Fishes. Many of his tailpieces have particular allusions : — once a 
fellow cheated him of a cart of coals, and to punish and expose the 
fellow, Mr. Bewick sketched his likeness, and made the Devil drive 
him pictorially to the gallows in his own cart ; this cut is in vol. L 
page 1 14, of his British Birds — and the tailpiece on the last page 
of his Fables represents his own funeral, with a view of Ovingham 
church ; below the cut appears the descriptive word " Finis.** He 
was buried at Ovingham church on the ISth of November, and 
was attended to the grave by many of his old and valued friends. 
Mr. Bewick possessed a rare union of talent, being a naturalist, a 
draughtsman, and an engraver. To enumerate the whole of the 
works embellished by Messrs. Thomas and John Bewick would far 
exceed my limits, but I shall here enumerate a portion done by the 
former. On copper, — Illustrations to Consetts's Tour in Lapland, 
Tlie Whitley large Ox, and another prize Ox. His large wood cuts 
are, — " The Wild Bull of the ancient Caledonian breed, now in the 
park at Chillingham castle, Northumberland, 1789." This is his 
largest wood cut. A Zebra, an Elephant, a Tyger, and a Lion ; 
these were designed and cut in wood for Mr. Pidcock, while he was 
in Newcastle with his celebrated collection of wild beasts in 1799. 
He also designed and cut in wood, a lion for Mr. Chamley of New 
castle. This gentleman has also gratified the Bewick collectors^ by 
gathering a vast number of Bewick's blocks which had strayed from 
Newcasde, and publishing them in 1820 in a very neatly printed 
volume, under the title of <' Select Fables." This contains an ori- 
ginal portrait, cut in wood by Charlton Nesbit, also reduced copies 
of all the portraits of Mr. Bewick which have been engraved. They 
are four in number; the one here given is from a painting by 
Nicholson, and engraved by the late Thomas Fryer Ranson, in the 
year 1816. This was spoken very highly of in the journab of that 
day. There is a very nne marble bust, by Bailey, of Mr. Bewick 
in the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle ; it was 
placed there by a subscription of his friends and admirers. 

1828 (Nov. 9 J. — A fire occurred in All Saints church, Newcastle* 
When the congregation assembled at 3 o'clock for divine service, there 
was a great deal of smoke in the church, and it increased so much 
during the sermon, that many of the congregation were obliged to 
go out, and therefore the minister (the Rev. W. A. Shute), who was 
preaching thought it best to conclude abruptly. The church being 
warmed by a stove, it was found that the upright flue or chimney 
had been filled with soot, and this having ignited, had heated the 
iron flue red hot, and as this passed near one of the main timbers 
of the roof, and seperated from it only by lime, the beam had 
caught fire, and the flames had communicated to some of the rafters 
which it supported. Fire engines being immediately sent for, the 
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devouring element was apparently overcome about a quarter past six 
o'clock ; It however partially broke out again about half-past ten, but 
as one engine and the firemen were still upon the spot, it was im- 
mediately discovered and finally extinguished about eleven o'clock 
at night. It was supposed that in half an hour more the conflagra- 
tion would have become general and reduced this elegant structure 
to a heap of ruins. So great was the anxiety for the preservation 
of the church, that the corpse of Mr. Lax, which was in waiting at 
four o'clock, could not be interred until between six and seven 
o'clock. The damage amounted to about £260. 

1828 (Nov. 10^. — Two most shocking murders were committed 
at Cowley House, near Sedgefield, in the county of Durham, by a 
man named Joseph Hutchinson, on the bodies of his father and 
brother named John and Israel Hutchinson, who were joint occu- 
piers of the farm. The family, consisting of the father, two sons, 
a daughter, and her husband, were all sitting at dinner between 
twelve and one o'clock, and before the others had finished their 
meals, Joseph Hutchinson rose and left the table ^his usual prac- 
tice) without any provocation, and retired into a back kitchen, from 
which, however, he soon returned with a larse poker, and with it 
inflicted a tremendous blow on the head of his brother, which 
brought him to the ground nearly lifeless. He then aimed a blow 
at his brother in-law (Lamb), which grazed his forehead, but he 
was fortunately able to effect his escape with his wife and children, 
without further injury. Afler this Joseph attacked his father in a 
furious manner with the same weapon, and continued to do so until 
life was nearly extinct, when he left the house for a hammer, with 
which he returned with the servant girl, (who had been in the yard 
during the murders) whom he desired to go into the house and get 
her dinner, apparently regardless of the horrid slaughter he had 
committed. On re-entering the kitchen, the murderer again com- 
menced beating the heads of his victims with the hammer ; he then 
saddled a fine spirited horse and rode to Durham, as deliberately 
as if nothing had happened. He went to Mr. Forsyth's, the New- 
castle Arms, in New Elvet, the house which the family usually 
went to in Durham, between one and two o'clock in the afternoon, 
but left soon after on his return home. By this time a constable 
of Sedgefield, named Crossling, having been despatched in pursuit 
of him, succeeded (with the assistance of two gentlemen in a gig 
whom he accidently met), in securing the murderer near Coxhoe. 
He was committed to Durham gaol on the coroner's verdict of 
wilful murder. Two indictments were preferred at the Durham 
Spring assizes, 23d February, 1829, against Joseph Hutchinson, for 
Uie murder of his father and brother, John and Israel Hutchinson, 
at Sedgefield, but the grand jury returned them with the following 
words written at the bottom : — << We find that Joseph Hutchinson 
did cause the death of John and Israel Hutchinson, by the means 
named in the indictment ; but we do not find that bill for murder, 
as it appears to us that the prisoner was insane at the time of com- 
mitting the act" The prisoner was brought up and arraigned on 
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the coroiior*8 warrant for the above named murders, and when asked 
whether he was guilty or not guilty, he replied ** I did it, but were 
they Christians or not?*' He seemed perfect]^ collected, and 
manifested the greatest indiff^ence to what was passing. Mr. 
Justice Bailey at first thought that it would he best for lbs court 
to put in a plea of ** not guilty" for him, as he did not answer satis- 
factorily. The clerk of the court was proceeding to swear the jury, 
and on the prisoner being told that he misht object to any of the 
jurymen if he thought proper, he said — *< 111 tell them what Fll do, 
I'll bring a speech box for them." This evident insanity of the 
prisoner altered his lordship's mind, and he said he thought it would 
be much better to swear the jury for the purpose of enquiring 
whether the prisoner was insane or not, and in a fit state of mind to 
take his trial. The jury were accordingly sworn, and examined Itlr. 
Frushard, the governor of the gaol, hu assbtant Milbank, and Mr. 
Hepplc, surgeon to the gaol, and Mr. Oswald, surgeon, Sedgefield, 
all of whom stated their decided conviction that he was in an un- 
sound state of mind ; and the latter gentleman said that he was 
sent for to attend him more than two years ago, and at that time 
recommended his family to send him to a lunatic assylum, as be 
was not fit to go at large. The jury immediately expressed their 
opinion that he was of unsound mind, and unfit to take his trial. 
He was then taken back to the prison, and ordered to be detained. 

18S8 (Nov, 10 J. — Two boys, named Donnison and Lamb, the one 
eleven, the other twelve years of age, were unfortunately killed in 
a quarnr, situated in Diana's Grove, on the north Elswick estate, 
near Newcastle, where they had been sent by their employer, 
Thomas Colvin, of Gallowgate, tharm maker, to dig coals. In the 
quarry there was a passage to an old coal pit, where they dug out 
the coals which supported the roof, when a huge rock, about fiineen 
tons weight fell upon them and crushed them to death. The rock 
had to be broke in pieces before the bodies could be reoorered. 
The boys were son and grandson of a man named Donnison, a taBor, 
who perished in a storm a few years before, at the Cowgate, near 
Newcastle, in returning from Woolsington. 

November 11^ — ^The dead bodies of two females were discov e re d 
in the coach-office of the Turf hotel in Newcastle. One came by 
the Highflyer coach from York, and the other was brought by a 
man to be booked for Edinburgh. In consequence of suspicions a 
police officer was sent for, and the man was taken into custody. 
The packages were directed to different parties in Edinburgh. In- 
quests were held on the following day by the coroner for Newcastle, 
and no marks of violence appearing on the bodies, the verdict was 
to that effect, and they were interred in St. John's church 'yard. The 
package from York came to Newcastle first on the 8th, and beiw 
suspected, was returned thither ; and the coach proprietors at York 
sent it back by the same coach. The man who took the other box 
to the coach-office was tried and acguiUetL 

Ncpember 13. — Between three and four o'clock on the morning 
a fire broke out in the premises occupied by Mr. W. Scott, as a 
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joiner's abop* situated above the brew-bouse belonging to the Bee 
Hive public-housey in the Close, Newcastle. It was supposed to 
hare originated from some sparks of fire which had been left burn- 
ing daring the night, coming in contact with the joiner's shavings. 
The flames were observed issuing from the roof by some keelmen 
on the river who gave the ahum Fire engines being shortly in 
attendance, with o&er assistance, the destructive element was con- 
&ied to the house wherein it bcoke out, and in a short time was 
whoUy suppressed* The roof fell in, and other considerable damage 
was doae to die amount of about '£150. The premises were the pro- 
perty of Jabes Hood, esq. 

18S8/iVbv. 13^ — The bell tower of the new Catholic chapel, 
then baildiog at Hazham, fell with a tremendous crash, which did 
ocmsSdeiable damage. Fortunately no lives were lost, as it occurr- 
ed during the workmen's dinner hour. No blame was attached to 
tile builcter, Mr. William Oliver, of Durham, as the part that fell 
was under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Singleton, a difference hav- 
ing taken place between Mr. Oliver and the committee. 

November 20« — A dreadful explosion took place in the I Pit, 
at Washington colliery upon the river Wear, There were fifteen 
persons (eleven boys and four men) in the pit when it occurred, all 
of whom were killed, excepting a man named Michael Hall, who was 
much burnt The repcNrt was awfully loud, and the blast so power- 
ful, that the machinery at the mouth of the pit was blown down 
and scattered about to some distance, with corves and other weighty 
bodies from the bottom of the slud%. The colliery had been ex- 
amined in the morning, and was considered to be in a state of per- 
fect ventilation. 

November 28^ — ^This being the day appointed for lajon^ the 
foundation stones of the new harbour and town of Seaham, m the 
county of Durham, an immense concourse of people had assembled 
to witness the imposing ceremony. The marquis and marchioness 
of Londonderry, accompanied by Lord Ravensworth and fiunilv, 
and other distinguished friends, arrived in their carriages, a little 
before one o'clock. They then alighted within a short distance of 
the harbour, and on the hne of road which led to it. Here *' The 
WdiUmgion Car" (that in which the illustrious Wellington passed 
alonff Uie eoUieiy waggon-ways, when he visited the county of 
Durham, the preceding year,) was ready to receive them, and mto 
which the distinguished party inunediately entered, and were con- 
ducted down the railway towards the site of the new harbour, preced- 
ed by the marquis's band of music. On reaching the spot where the 
ceremony was to take place, the marquis of Londonderry,SirC. Sharp 
and John Buddie, esq., alighted, cheered by the loudest acclama- 
tions ; this was a most interesting moment, as Seaham-hall, the 
chord), and many of the neighbotving farm-houses, a wind-mill, 
and the temporary erections near the harbour, were decorated with 
flags. Mr. Buddie havinff mounted the stone, he presented his 
lo^hip with a splendid si^er trowel, on one side of which a plan of 
the new harbour was engraved, and on the other the Londonderry 
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arms and the following inscription i — " This trowel was presented 
to the most honourable Charles William Vane Stewart* Marquis of 
Londonderry, by John Buddie, on laying the foundation stone of 
the north pier of Seaham harbour, this 28th day of Nov^ 1828*' 
The handle was formed of Rainton coal highly polished. Mr. Bad- 
die in presenting this trowel, complimented his lordship as having 
spent great part of his life as a soldier, and on his now shewing a 
desire to preserve the lives of British seamen, as he regarded this 
new harbour as an undertaking commenced, less to serve his own 
interest, than from the patriotic motive of affording a place of re- 
fuge for shipping on that coast, where a few years ago such disas- 
trous wrecks had taken place, and which he was well assured would 
have been prevented- had the vessels had such a port of safety to 
have recourse to, as was now about to be constructed. Sir Cuth- 
bert Sharp also spoke on the occasion, and expressed himself of 
opinion, oiat this great undertaking, so far from being injurious 
to the town of Sunderland, as had been conjectured, would be 
beneficial to it. In a speech of considerable length. Sir Cuth- 
bert was repeatedly and loudly cheered, and having passed a 
high eulogium upon the noble marquis and his lady, he present- 
ed to the latter a flag having the armorial bearings of the noble 
family, encircled with the motto of <' Success to Seanam Harionr^ 
The marquis of Londonderry then laid the foundation stone of the 
north-east pier of the inner harbour. His lordship observed, that 
he was delighted to see so many friends around him on this occa- 
sion ; he had commenced, he said, the great undertaking, in honour 
of which they were now assembled, less for his own advantage than 
for serving the public, and for advancing the commercial interests 
of the county of Durham. He had begun it by the advice of his 
valued frien^ Mr. Buddie, and when he considered that he not only 
had the opinion of Mr. Chapman, the engineer, but also of Mr 
Telford, and of Mr, Rennie m his favour, he could not help con- 
fidently looking forward to a succesful termination. The cheering 
which followed his lordship's speech, which had been delivered with 
much feeling, lasted for some time, and a salute of 34 guns was 
fired from the neighbouring cliff to signify the conclusion of the 
first ceremony. As the car was drawn from the beach, the noble 
family was again loudly cheered. On reaching the summit of the 
bank, Mr. Chapman, the engineer, presented himself, and handing 
to the noble marquis a plan of the harbour, took occasion to deliver 
a few observations on the forwardness of the work which had been 
so recently commenced, and on the future extent of its utility. 
Mr. Chapman's speech was loudly cheered. The marquis and 
marchioness, and their friends having aUghted from the car, walked 
round the limits of the harbour to inspect the progress of the 
works, and then re-entering their barouche, drawn by four beauti- 
ful horses, they proceeded to the spot where the foundation stone 
of the first house of Seaham town was to be laid by Viscount Sea- 
ham. The marquis and his interesting little l^oy, here descended 
from the carriage, and were received by John Dobson, esq.^ of 
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Newcastle, architect, who in presenting a plan of the intended 
town to Lord Seaham, who was to lay the foundation stone, ob- 
served, that in preparing the design, he had calculated on that place 
becoming a port of considerable eminence, and he trusted that his 
gallant father and accomplished mother would have cause to look 
back with pride on the proceedings of that day. Mr. Dobson then 
presented the youna lord .with a very handsome silver trowel, the 
handle formed of limestone of a very fine description, with which 
the Seaham estate abounds. Lord Seaham, who had not attained 
his eighth year, replied to Mr. Dobson, as follows : — '* Mr. Dob- 
son, I thank you. I cannot make a speech, but I wish success to 
the town, and happiness to the people." His lordship having 
completed the ceremony, the cheers of the assembled multi- 
tude, were followed by another salute of S4 guns from the cliff, 
and the crowd then moved gradually to the northward, notice hav- 
ing been given that all persons were required to retire beyond a 
certain barrier, prior to the firing of the mine, which was to blow 
into the air a large mass o£ rock to commemorate the occurrences 
of the day. Sufficient time was given for this purpose, and a sig- 
nal gun was fired two minutes before the springing of the mine, 
that all persons might be upon their guard and look to their own 
safety. Hie explosion at length took place, and the rock was 
shivered to pieces in a moment, and parts of it were hurled into 
the air and scattered for some distance round. Three persons who 
had not attended to the caution were injured by the fall of the 
fragments, one man having a shoulder dislocated, another his arm 
brdcen, and a boy received a severe contusion. The marquis and 
marchioness of Londonderry and their friends, afler witnessing the 
explosion, retired to Seaham Hall, where a sumptuous banquet 
was provided for a very large assemblage of the most respectable 
gentry in the county of Durham, and of the adjoining counties. 
Tlie health of the marchioness of Londonderry preceded all others, 
and was drunk with repeated cheers. ** The marquis of London- 
derry," ^* Lord Seaham, and the junior branches of the family," 
and ** Success to Seaham harbour," followed, and were received 
with the most enthusiastic applause. The company, consisting of 
nearly 400 persons, were not less gratified by the elegant profusion 
of the board, than with the courtesy, kindness, and condescension 
of the noble host and hostess. The proceedings of this day will 
be long recollected with pleasure and satisfaction, as well by those 
who partook of the splendid hospitality of Seaham Hall, as by 
Uiose who were spectators of the noble and important proceed- 
ngs of laying the foundation stones of a new harbour and town. 
The number of persons present, at the most moderate calculation, 
may be stated at 7,000. The brass plate, hermetically sealed in 
a glass case, deposited beneath the pier, bore the followmg inscrip- 
tion: — 

« Charles William Vme, 
Third Marquis of Londonderry, 
Viacount Castlemigh and Baron Stewart, 
. Of Mount Stewart, and of Ballikwn in Ireland, 
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And 

First Earl Vane and Viacount Seabam 

Of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

mL» C« B«| 0« C» ax.| 1v« B« £«y xL* xL> £•« Ik* 9* \y«y K« S>9 K« x* Sb, ftc* occ* 

Laid the Foundation Stone 
Of Seaham Harbour, 
▲.D., 1828, Nov. 28th. 
Haviitt married Franoei Anne Yane Tempest, onljr dai^ter of Sir Henry 
Vane Tempest, bart, by Anne, Countess of Antrim, he became posseased of 
the estates and collieries of the Vane and Tempest &milies of the countj of 
Durham, and having added and annexed the estate of Seaham to the aame^ 
he embarked in the construction of this harbour, with an humble and confi- 
dent hope of fiualif ating the exportation of the produce of the minea, and of 
iting the commercial interest of the county of Durham. In this undor- 
^, the founder has been chiefly advised by the tried ezperienoe and in- 
ible industry of hb valued friend and affent, 

John Buddie, Esq., of Wallaend. 

William Chapman, Esq., Engineer.** 

The inscription on the plate placed in the fimndation stone of the town was 
aaibUows:— 

•< Geoige Heniy Robert Charles Vaae^ 

Viscount Seaham, 

J>td the Foundation Stone 

Of the First House of Seaham Town, 

Nov. 28th, 1828, A. D. 




John Dobaon, Esq., Architect** 
1698 fNav. SO^.— Considerable anxiety was felt in Newcasde fiir 
several days, in consequence of Mr. Thomas Gibson, the corapCrol- 
ler of the custdms, and eldest son of the late Benjamin Gibaoo, 
esq., having on the above day (Sunday), left his own house at 
Chimney-mills, on the edge of the Leazes, at five o'dock in the 
afternoon to take his usual walk, (his custom whether rain or fidr) 
and not returning home again. Mr. Ridley, a neighbour, saw him go 
out at the gate on to the Moor, and take the direction of the race 
course. Not coming back to tea, Mrs. Gibson became rather 
alarmed, and, accompanied by a friend, went out with lanterns late 
that night, and again by three o'clock on the momlne, (being mcMm- 
light^ but no traces of'^him could be found. Search of every dea* 
cription was made during the we^k, and it was only on Fk'iday after- 
noon that Mr. Taylor Uibson, his brother, got mformatton that a 
straw hat had been taken up on Monday morning in the Bull's Plark 
at the south end of the town-moor, which provea to be the hat Mr. 
Gibson had on when he went out Mr. Ridley above named, hearing 
of this, took a survey of the neighbourhood, and very soon almost 
made himself certain that Mr. Gibson had slipped into a runner of 
water near the mouth of a large conduit (on the north side of the 
new water pond on the moor) that took its course into the BuU'a 
Paric, and on exploring this on the Saturday the body was found* 
W. Fife, esq., the coroner, held an inquest on the body the aame 
evening, and the following verdict was eiven : — <* On Saturday the 
6th day of December inst., the body of Thomas Gibson, who bad 
been missing since Sunday the 30th of November, was found drown- 
ed and suffocated in a certain conduit situated oo the town-moor» 
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in tlie {tarish of Su Nicholasy in Che town and county of Mew- 
cafde upon Tyne ; that the said Thomas GibsDn had no marka of 
▼ioience a|^»earing on hii body, otherwise than might be occasion- 
ed by having passed a considerable space along the conduit, and 
that the jurors are of opinion the said Thomas Gibson had fallen 
into the entrance of the ttid conduit, and had* been swepi away by 
the Ticdence of the flood which at that time prevailed, in conse- 
quence of a long and continued rain which had been faUing on 
Saturday and Sunday the S9th and 90th of November." Mr. 
Gibson, when found, was very little altered in his appearance. He 
was in his 64th year, was a man of mild and affectionate disposition 
and very charitable to the poor. The flood, as soon as Mr. Gib- 
son's body had stopped, had burst the conduit upwards in the 
Bull's Pare, and the hat had been thrown up through the aperture- 
Two pit boys had been enqvlojred to explore the conduit from the 
mouth, and air holes were occasionally made fbr them until they 
came to the body of the unfortunate gentleman at the distance oi 
250 yards. Mr. Gibson had been at church with his brother on 
the Sunday momine, and afterwards took a walk before dinner. 
After he had dined, lie put on his old dothes and assisted the ser- 
vant in clearing the yara which was much flooded by the rain, and 
then went out as above stated. The mouth of the conduit was 
three feet hieh, and it was satisfactorily proved on the inquest, that 
Mr. Gibson had met his death, by getting, through mistake in the 
dark, into the ditch or line of the conduit, and by the impetuosi^ 
<if the flood had been thrown down and forced into it without the 
least possibili^ of extricating himself. 

1828 fDee. I J* — A melancholy accident occurred at Townley- 
main colliery, near Stella. The river Tyne having been swelled to 
an unusual height by a continued rain, the water reached an old 
boreinjg which communicated with the workings, and poured into 
the mine in such quantities as to drown an old man who was unfor- 
tunately below, and fourteen horses. 

December 5. — A dispute took place between the corporation 
of Newcastle, and the stewards of the incorporated companies of 
thai town, as to the right of the former, or Uieir lessee, to break 
the ground for the purpose of coming at the minerals beneath the 
town-moor, the property of the freemen. The corporation having 
granted a lease to the Rev. R. H. Brandling (who possessed the 
adjoining land^ of the coal under the town-moor, and that with a 
view to work it, Mr. Brandling or his sub-lessee, had broken the 
surface at a stone quarry on the west side of the barracks, where he 
bad opened a pit, constructed a railway, and erected a dep6t. This 
the stewards contended, Mr. B. had no right to do, and having ob- 
tained the opinion of an eminent barrister (Mr. Alderson) in their 
&vour, they gave Mr. Brandling notice to remove his erections, 
and to restore the ground to its former state. Mr. B. having dis- 
regarded this notice, the stewards met on the above day (Fndajr) 
at the plaoe in question, when they threw down the dep6t, dis- 
placed the railways^ and laid off the workmg of the coal ; they also 
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issued an order for rubbish to be led, and the excavation filed up. 
No action followed these proceedings. 

1828 (Dee. 6J^ — About five o'clock in the evening, a snudl com 
loft, the property of Mr. Scott, maltster, at the foot of the Bottle 
Bank, Gateshead, came down with a heavy crash, to the no small 
alarm of the neighbourhood. The building had not been erected 
above eight or nine years, and decay was no way perceptible. 
There were about thirteen lasts of barley in it at the time. Tbe 
maltman and his son had a narrow esc^>e ; they were goin^ np the 
yard on their way to the building at the moment of its givme way. 

December S, — As a coachman was returning from Whitley to- 
wards North Shields with a carriaffe and pair, the horses takio^ 
fright, darted forward, threw the driver from his seat, and continued 
at a rapid pace, clearing all the turns until they arrived at Shidds, 
where they passed along several streets, and finished their career 
by running down the lone and steep steps that lead from Dodc- 
wray-square to the Low Lights, without any other injury than a 
broken pole. The coachman was not much hurt. 

December 20. — As some workmen were digging in the kitchen 
of an old house in Warren-street, Sunderland, for the purpose of 
lowering the floor, they found a human skeleton quite entire, about 
two feet below the floor which had been a flagged one. Conjec- 
tures with respect to this deposit were numerous, but none satia- 
factory, so that the circumstance relating to the interment of the 
bodv remained veiled in mystery. 

This vear the following whimsical exemption from the militia 
appeared amongst the returns posted on the door of St. Maiy'a 
church, in Grateshead : — ** Exempt --a recruiting 9ergea$U in ike 
army of Immanuelf whose kingaom is not of Ms worldy viz^ — 
a licensed Wesleyan Methodist Preacher^' Signed. ** Hodgson 
Casson." Mr. Casson at the time was the minister of the Metho- 
dist chapel in Gateshead. 

1829 (Jan. \). — ^The congregation assembling at the Tuthill- 
stairs chapel, Newcastie, presented three valuable pieces of plate 
to their pastor, the Rev. Richard Pengilly, as a token of their 
respect and esteem on his completion of twenty-one years* ministry 
in that place. 

January 3« — ^The foundation stone of a new and extensive 
mansion-house, to be executed in the Gothic style, for Henry 
John William CoUingwood, esq., at Lilbum Tower, near Wooler, 
in Northumberland, was laid with much ceremony. About one 
o'clock, Mr. CoUingwood accompanied by several gentiemen and a 
large bodv of peasantry arrived, when Mr. C. with an elegant afl- 
ver trowel, proceeded to perform the ceremony, under the direction 
of Mr. John Dobson, the architect, who exhibited several highly- 
finished drawings of the intended structure. Under the stone 
were deposited two glass vessels, one containing the different coins 
of the reign of Georse IV., the other a newspaper of the 3rd of 
Januaiy, together wiui a MS. containing the rollowing names s — 
<< Robert ifall, Alnwick^ mason ; Thomas Wallace and Sons> 
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NneeattUf carpenters and joiners ; Ralph Doddsy NewcatUef plas- 
terer 9 Robert Wallace, clerk of the works." Both vessels were 
sealed with the arms of Collingwood. A glass plate was also in- 
closed of yery curious workmanship, done by rellat and Green, 
London, patentees of incrustation, bearing the following inscrip- 
tion :-— ^ The foundation stone of this bmlding, Lilbum Tower, 
was laid by Henry John William Collingwood, esq., on the Srd of 
January,' 1829, bemg the anniversary of hb marriage with Frances 
Camaby Haggerston. — John Dobson, esq., architect, Newcastle." 
After the ceremony the whole of the party joined in three times 
three cheers ; after which, <* Prosperi^ to the house of Colling- 
wood and succ^ to the building." Mr. C. and his friends then 
retired to a dinner provided on the occasion. The workmen and 
the neighbouring people were plentifully regaled with bread and 
cheese and strong ale, &c* 

1829 fjan. 6j^ — At a monthly meeting of the Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society of Newcastle, a motion was made, pursuant to 
a notice at the previous meeting, that the cast of Mr. Lough's co- 
lossal statue of Milo, presented by him, and which had been placed 
in the large room of the institution, should be removed to some 
more private situation ^the committee-room was suggested) untO 
the intended arcade benind the building could be erected. The 
reasons assigned for this motion were, that it was against the origi- 
nal intention of the society to accumulate such works, and that it 
was offensive to good taste. Afler some discussion the motion was 
negatived by a very larse majority. Mr. Lough, the celebrated 
sculptor, b a native of Northumberland. The cast of Milo, with 
the pedestal, is about fourteen feet in heieht. 

January 7. — Brunswick-place chapel, Newcastle, was re-opened, 
after being closed for several weeks, undergoing new painting and 
other improvements. The Rev. Mr. Lessey, preached, after which 
a collection was made in aid of the improvements. A splendid new 
orsan of 18 stops, made by Messrs. Wood, Small, and Bruce, of 
Edinburgh, was put up, the former one having been found too small 
for so large a congregation. The front is an unique and elegant 
specimen of the Gothic style, after a design of Mr. T. M. Riclmrd- 
son, artist, of Newcastle. 

January 16.— Being the anniversary of the birth of the hon. 
Charles WiUiam Lambton, son of Lord Durham, the union society 
of change ringers, belonging to Newcastle and Gateshead, ranff 
45S6 changes of mndsire triples upon the bells of St. Mary s 
church, Gateshead, in two hours and fifty-eight minutes. This 
was a feat which had never been performed on these bells on any 
similar occasion before. In the latter part of the day several shorter 

Sials of changes were rung. The bells of the several churches in 
urham were rung on the same occasion. 
January 25. — Died in London, at a very advanced age, up- 
wards of 80 years, Mr. William Shield, the eminent composer.— 
Mr. Shield was born at Whickham, in the county of Durham, and 
was first taught to modulate his voice and practice the violin, when 
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he was only six years old, by his fatheri and subsequently leoeiTed 
a iev lessons of thorougb*bess in his juvenile years, from the cde- 
brated Avison, of Newcastle. At the death of his father he was 
bound qiprentice to Edward Davison, boat-builder, in Soudi 
Shields ; and, during his servitude, led the Newcastle subscription 
concerts, where he repeatedly flayed the solo parts of Geminiani's 
and Giordini's concertos. Having produced an admired specimen 
of sacred music, when the new chapel was to be consecrated at 
Sunderland, be was requested to compose the anthem, which was 
performed by the then excellent Durham choir, to an immense con- 
gregation, in the year 1769« — See tnU, upage %SS. At Scarbo- 
rough, in the &shionable spa season, he was the occasional leader 
of the concerts, and the constant one in the orchestra of the thea- 
trOf for which he compoeed many songs written by Cunningham, 
the pastoral poet, who was an actor in Bates' company at that 
period. At this time he accepted an offer to fill a vacant seat in 
the orchestra of the Italian Opera-house, London, and after being 
there many years, he became the musical director of Covent-garden 
theatre, and was also appointed one of the musicians in oranary 
to his maiesty. At the death of Sir William Parscms, his xn^es^ 
George IV., most graciously appointed him master of his. musi- 
cians in ordinary. His works are very numerous; perhaps no 
writer is so remarkable for songs containing so much that is strictly 
national ; and, after Purcell, Shield was considered to be the finest 
and most perfect example of really English writers. 

1889 (Jwu 26^.— The badielors of Durham gave a brilliant 
ball at the assembly-rooms, in that city, and, notwithstanding 
the very unfavourable state of the weather, there were 216 per- 
sons present, comprising nearly all the rank and &shion of the 
county, besides several families of rank and consequence from 
Newcastle aiid its neighbourhood. The dresses of the ladies were 
very splendid. Dancing commenced at ten o'clock ; and the ball 
was led off* by the marchioness of Londonderrv and William Rus- 
sell, esq., M. r., of Brancepeth castle. At half-past twelve o'clodc 
the company sat down to a splendid supper, at which John Allan, 
esq«, of Blackwell, presided, and William Mills, esq., of Willing- 
ton, officiated as vice-president The chairman proposed the 
health of the ladies ana gentlemen who had honoured the bache* 
hNra with their presence. The marquis of Londonderry, after 
admowledging the compliment, proposed the health of the bache- 
lors* Mr. AUaoi in a very humourous speech, returned thanks, 
and expressed great confidence that the fascinations of the ladies 
present would have the happy effect of speedily reducing the 
number of his unfortunate brethren who, he was instructed to say, 
were heartily tired of their << single blessedness," and concluded 
by proposing the healths of the single ladies. Mr. Shaflo, of 
WbitworUh park, proposed the health of Mr. Allan, which was 
drunk with the greatest enthusiasm. The healths of the commit- 
tee of management were then proposed, and a high compliment 
paid for their excellent arrai^eiQentB. Mr. Robert Henry Allan 
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raUirnod thanks on behalf of the committee. The healths of the 
marquis of Cleveland, Mr. RusseU, and Mr. Ralph Lambton, were 
proposed in appropriate speeches. Dancing was resumed at half- 
past two o'clocK, and kept up with great spirit till six o'clock on 
the rooming. The following are the names of the bachelors, the 
donors of we splendid entertainment, viz.: — 1. * John Fawcett, 
esq.» Newton Hall ; 2. * Rev. C. Fawcett, Durham ; S. * Henry 
Stapylton, esq.» Durham ; 4. * W. E. Wooler, esq., Diirfaam ; 5. J. 
D. Liunbton, esq., Durham ; 6. Thomas Griffith, esq., Durham ; 7. 
George Apjideby, esq., Durham; 8. George WUkinson, escL, Puiw 
ham; 9. G. P. Hutchinson, esq., Chilton; 10. Robert Burrell, 
ion., esq., Durham ; 11. * Robert Henry Allan, es^., Durham ; 12* 
William Mills, esq., Willington ; IS. A. W. Hutchinson, esq., Dur* 
ham; 14. T. C. Grainger, esq., Durham ; 15. G. D. Wocrfer, esq., 
Fawnlees ; 10. William Russell, esq., M. P., Brancepeth castle ; 17. 
H. J. Spearman, esq., Durham ; 18. A. Wilkinson, esq., Coadioe 
Hall; 19. WUliam Allan, esq., Blackwell Grange; 20. Thomas 
Maude, esq., Selaby ; 21. Gerard Salvin, esq., Croxdsle ; 22. Johii 
Allan, esq., Blackwell ; 23. W. R. C. Chay tor, esq., Witton Castlei 
24. Rev. S. Gamlen, Heighington ; 25. Rev. T. Ebdon, Durham ; 
26. Edward Shipperdson, esq., Durham ; 27. Hutton Chaytor, esq^ 
Witton Castle ; 28. Rowland Burden, jun., esq., Castle Eden ; 29. 
C. Raine, esq., Gainford; 80. Thomas Fenwick, esq.. South Hill; 
31. John Chaytor, esq., Witton Castle; 32. R. D. Shafto, esq., 
Whitworth Park ; 33. Rev. O. J. Cresswell, Seaham ; 34. William 
Williamson, esq., Whitburn; 35. Richard Wright, esq., Sands; 
36. A. Storey, esq., Chester-Ie-Street ; 37. John Hutchinson, es«u, 
Durham ; 88. William Trotter, esq., Bishop Auckland ; 39 ; F. D. 
Johnson, esq., Aykley Heads; 40. H. F. Mills, esq., Willington. 

1829 fjan. 29;_A grand ball was given by WilUam Russell, 
esq., M. P., at Brancepeth castle, to the gentry of the county of 
Durham, Ac, when the honourable gentleman was honoured by the 
presence of an assemblage of visitors, as conspicuous, perhaps, for 
rank, wealth, youth, and beauty, as ever was witnessed in that 
neighbourhood ; and it may be truly said, that an entertainment 
more princely in its nature, or one tmit imparted more perfect sa» 
tisfiu^tion to those who were present, was never given in the north 
on any previous occasion. The whole of the external arrangements 
of the castle had a fine qipearance ; but, striking as these were, 
they were but trifling in comparison with the matdiless brilliancy 
of the preparations made for the receptioo of the company within-^ 
preparations alike extensive and splendid, and on a scale of true 
baronial maffnificence. The great dUning room was fitted up for 
dancing, and in Uie retiring-rooms adjoining, refreshments of every 
kind were set out for the use of the companv. The guests, after 

Cling throii^h the entrance-hall ^in which Mr. RuswU's private 
d was stationed), the baron's-hall, and the breakfast^room, were 
received by their honourable host in the drawing-room, from 
wheaee they proceeded to tite ball-room. The appearance of 

• Those msiked with an ssteriak, formed the committee of msoagement 
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was beautiful in the extreme. The rich and elegant dresses of the 
ladiesy and the blaze of beauty, far eclipsing the extrinsic decora- 
tions by which the company were surrounded, presented a scene 
of the most dazzling splendour, grace, and loveliness. The ball 
opened with a country dance, led off by Mr. Russell and the mar- 
diioness of Londonderry, which was followed by quadrilles and 
waltzes, which continued until two o'clock, when supper was an- 
nounced, and the party were ushered to a collation of the moat 
sumptuous and costly description, in the armour-gallery and the 
octagon-room, where upwards of 200 sat down to the banqoetii — 
Mr. Russell presided at the centre, with the hon. Captain Coch- 
rane opposite to him, and Colonel Mills at the upper end, and IMTr. 
Allan, of Blackwell, at the lower end of the table. On the con- 
clusion of the supper Mr. Russell said, that this being the anniver- 
sary of the kings accession to the throne, he would take the 
opportunity of proposing his majesty's health, which was drunk 
with acclamation. The health of Mr, Russell was next drunk with 
great enthusiasm, and the following toasts were given in succea- 
sion : — " The ladies," " The marquis of Londonderry,"* ^< Mr. Bell 
and Northumberland," and ''Mrs. Russell." After supper the 
ladies returned to the ball-room, where dancing was resumed a 
little before four o'clock with great spirit, and maintained by tite 
gay and happy throng until a much later hour. 

1829 fjan, 29 J, — Being the anniversary of his majesty's acces- 
sion to the throne, the union society of change ringers belonging 
to Newcastle, rang a peal of Holt's grandsire triples, consisting of 
5040 changes, on the bells of Gateshead church, in three hours 
and seventeen minutes. This peal had not been rung upon these 
bells since the year 1794. 

January SO. — In compliance with a requisition, very respec- 
tably signed, the chamberlains of the borough of Alnwick convened 
a meeting of the inhabitants at the town-hall, to take into conside- 
ration '* the propriety of presenting an address to his grace the 
duke of Northumberland, previous to his grace's departure from 
Alnwick castle, to enter upon his official duties as lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland." The meeting, composed of the principal inhabitants, 
was numerouslv attended, and John Lambert, esq., (under-sheriif 
of Northumberland,) was called to the chair. After some prelimi- 
nary observations, expressive of the beneficence and amiable qua- 
lities of the noble duke, an address was proposed and unanimously 
agreed to, and a deputation appointed to present it His grace hav- 
ing named the next day, at 12 o'clock, to receive the address, the 
deputation, consisting of Jno. Lambert, J. Leithhead, G. Selby, Jok 
Hardy, William Strother, W. F. Bow, M.D., P. Dennis, and Wm. 
Dixon, esquires, the rev. W. Proctor, the rev. Thomas Ingham, 
and Messrs. J. Lindsay, Joseph Graham, £. Cattanach, W. Hind- 
marsh, and M. Smith, proceeded to the castle, and were received 
by his grace in the grand saloon. After the address had been read 
b^ Mr. Lambert, that gentleman passed a very high encomium on 
his grace's good qualities, to which his grace made a suitable reply* 
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The deputation, after partaking of refreshments provided for them 
in an aajoining room, left the castle much pleased with the urbanity 
of his grace, and the reception he had given them. 
« 1828 (Jan 31^. — ^Died, at his house in SaviUe Row, Newcastle^ 
after a Idng and painful illness^ Mn Henry Atkinson, schoolmaster, 
aged 47 years. As a mathematician he had few equals, and his 
knowledge of various other subjects was both comprehensive and 
accurate. He was bom on the 28th of June, 1781, at West Harle, 
Northumberland, and was the son of Mr. Cuthbert Atkinson, after- 
wards a schoolmaster at Great Bavington. He commenced teaching 
in his ISth year, in the neighbourhood where he was bom, but remov- 
ed to Newcastle in the year 1808. In the following year be became 
a member of the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle, 
from which time, until his death, he was one of its hiost distinguish- 
ed members. He was chosen one of the committee of that body 
in the yedx 1817, and was re-elected every succeeding year, until 
the anniversary preceding his death, when he declined on account 
of bad health. Mr. A. was the author of many valu^le mathema- 
tical and other papers, many of which were read at the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. He was also a valuable 
contributor to the Ladies' and Grentlemen's Diaries, and obtained 
the prizes in the former in the years 1811, 1816, and 1823, and in 
the latter in 1819. In the year 1827, Mr. Atldnson delivered a 
course of lectures on Astronomy in the lecture-room of the Literary 
and Phflosophical Society of Newcastle. 

Jamtary. — Thi^month, one of those rare and beautifU gold corns, 
a rose-noble of Edward I., was found on the estate of William 
JPawson, esq., of Shawdon, in Northumberland. On the impress is 
a figure of Uie monarch seated in an ancient ship, bearing on his 
dioulder a shield containing the arms of England, France, and 
Ireland, with the legend. << Sie thai per undasJ* 

PAruary 2.— At the court of Windsor, present the King's most 
excellent majesty in council, his majesty was pleased to declare, 
Hugh duke of Northumberland, knight of the most noble order of 
the garter, lieutenant-general and general-governor of that part of 
the united kingdom called Ireland. His grace left Alnwick castle 
ibr London on the 4th Febmary. Her grace the duchess passed 
through Newcastle on the preceding day. 

Pmvary 6. — The Newcastle newspapers published this day, 
(Friday) contained an advertisement offering xlOO reward for the 
apprehension of a man named Jonathan Martin, diarged with 
having set fire to York Minster, which was discovered in lames oa 
the morning of the 2d of February. As soon as the papers reached 
Hexham, no time was lost in commencing a search for Martin, 
whose person and haunts were well known, and by eleven o'clock 
on tJie forenoon he was in the custody of Mr. Stainthorpe, the 
sheriff's officer. Stainthorpe, on reading the advertisement, in- 
stantly set off on horseback northwards, called at Wall Bams, the 
residence of Mr. Thompson, a relation of Martin, where he learnt 

VOL. II. I i 
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his retreaty and proceadioff to Codlftw-hill» about foiur tvim ^IWP 
Hezhain, be found tha dalioquent in the house of Mr. fi. KM ; 
the latter ignorant of the enormities with which his gva^ wai 
charged, accompanied the officer with his prisoner to Hexham, 
where, without the least resistance, he was lodged in the house of 
correctioQ* Martin, who had Icmg laboured under aberration of 
dind, seemed to hare no consciousness of guilt for the crime he 
had committed ; he was visited by sereral gentlemen on Fridaj 
afternoon, to whom he was remarkably communicative, wA only 
acknowledging the deed, but defending his conduct, and even ex- 
pressing his satisfaction at his plan having been so effective- On 
Sunday the 8th, Mr. Newstead of York, arrived in Newcastlet and 
poceeded to Hexham, from whence he returned with the nrisooer 
in a post chaise, "accompanied by Mr. Stainthorpe and Mr. Richard 
Nicholson, in whose custody at a lunatic asylum on Gateahead 
Fell, Martm had formerly been. The prisoner was lodged in the 

§aol of that town from one o'clock to three o'clock in the.aftemooa, 
uring which time a great concourse of people collected in the 
streets ac^oining the prison. One of the rooms in the entrance 
building had been prepared for him, and while there, Mr. Sopwitfa^ 
the governor of the gaol, repressed all attempts to obtain informa- 
tion from the prisoner. He sent him some dinner, which he ate 
with great relish, and drank a quantity of water. He wore, the 
double breasted blue coat, with yellow buttons, blue trowsera, and 
half boots, described in the advertisement; and though rather 
jaded with fatigue, he seemed in perfectly good splits, and quite 
rational and innocent in his behaviour. The pockets of hia drah 
great coat contained some pieces of candles, and Mr. Stainib<Mrpe 
had in his possession the black leather case in which he carried toe 
tinder to the cathedral, and in which were small fragments of 
stained glass. He had also a white hafled razor, hacked oa the 
back, with which he struck the fatal spark, and some curtaina and 
tassels which he had abstracted from the cathedral. The prisoner 
and his conductors arrived at York about three o'clock on Monday 
morning in a post chaise. Tlie magistrates, ^c, having been as- 
sembled for his examinatioix, the whole of the proceedings were over 
soon after six o'clock, and he was conunitted to the city gaol. Few 

Srsons knew of his arrival, consequently all mobbing was avoided* 
artin's trial came on at York on the 31st of March, and after a 
trial of upwards of ten hours, the jury found a verdict of not guilty, 
on the ground of insanity. He was removed on the 28th of April 
to the criminal lunatic asylum, St George's Fields, London, to be 
confined for life. This unfortunate maniac was bom in tlie year 
1782, at Highside House, near Hexham, of humUe parents, who 
apprenticed him to a tanner. In his 22d year he went to London* 
where he was impressed and sent to sea on board the Hercules» a 
74 gun ship. While on board this vessel he was engaged in the 
homhardment of Copenhagen. He was afterwards engaged in the 
falookadA of the Russian siups ia the Tagus^ and from thence sailed 
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to Ominna, where the wreck tf Sit John Moore's army was em* 
fcttrfced. Subsequently he sidled to £gypt, heing then << under 
«tron^ religioiis impri^sdions," and was ** filled with delight on be- 
holding the place wherie our Blessed Lord took refuge fh)m the 
lage of Herod." He travelled the northern counties selline copies 
tli a pamphlet, entitled, << The Life of Jonathan Martin, of Darling- 
Km, tanner, written by himself, &c. Bamardcastle, printed for, 
teid sold by the author, bV Hiomas Clifton, 1826, price Sd.*' Bvo. 
This ffery curious pamphlet is embellished with equaliv curiaua 
engravings by his brother, William Martin, the Naiuraf PkUoso- 
piSr and Poet llie subjects are,— L The Coloues ai Rhodes. 
2. Hie prtmdeniUil eecdpe Jrain a foeUery grave m Ae Bay of 
iSieeay finer different t^Hee; andt 3* ff is provideniial escape from 
tke Ajmium House^ on Gateshead fell. On the 9th of May, 1827, 
I purchased a copy of this work of Jonathan Martin. lie was 
dressed in rather an eccentric manner, having on a pair of trowsers 
tnd a waistcoat made of seals' skin, with the hair outwards ; this he 
wud was fot the purpose of resisting any wet weather which he 
ta^ht encounter m his travels to sell his pamphlets which were 
contained in a pair of saddle bags thrown across his shoulders. I 
desired him to write his name upon the title page of the copy which 
I purchased, and this he immediately complied with. Seepage 81. 

1829 fFeb, 6 J. — A grand subterranean baUwBB given to the 
workmen and others employed at Gosforth colliery, on account of 
the coal having been won on the Saturday (January Slst) previous. 
The balhroomy which was situated at die depth of nearly 1,100 
feet below the surface of the earth was in the shape of an L, whose 
width was 15 feet, base 22 feet, and perpendicular 48 feet. Seats 
were placed on the sides of the room, the floor was flagged, and 
the whole place was brilliantly illuminated with lamps and candles. 
The company began to assemble and descend about half-past nine 
oil the morning, and continued to do so till one in the afternoon. 
Lnmediatelv on their arrival at the bottom of the shaft, they pro- 
eeeded to we facsy that is the extremity of the drift, where each 
person hewed a piece of coal as a remembrance of the descent, and 
returned to enjoy the pleasures of the haU-room. As soon as a 
sufficient number of guests had descended, dancing commenced, 
and was continued without intermission till three o'clock in the 
afternoon, when all ascended once more to the upper regions in 
aafe^, much pleased and gratified with the amusements in whidi 
tbey had partaken. The Coxlodge band was in attendance, cold 
punch, malt liquor, and biscuits of all kinds were in abundance. 
Th^re were present between 200 and 800 persons, nearly one-half 
of whom were fiemales ! I f 

February 19. — A policy of insurance was introduced into 
Lloyd's which attracted much attention. It was for £90,000. on 
the plate and Jewels of the duke of Northumberland, firom London to 
Dublin, for all risks f()r one year. The premium was charged 25«. 
per cebt Februanr 27th, the William Faudt steam vessel arrived 
m the nver Liffey ftom Loi^don, laden principally with the baggage 
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aod plate of his grace the duke of Northumberland. She had am 
board four of hb grace's carriages, and about 200 packi^^es of 
various kinds, including the plate. March 2d9 the duke and 
duchess left London for Ireland ; they proceeded in the first in- 
stance to the seat of Earl Powis, the father of the duche». 
March 6th, their graces arrived at Dublin, where they were receiv- 
ed by upwards of 20,000 spectators with the most joyous dieering. 

1829 fPebJ,-^A complete gangway or draw jetty, which can be 
taken up and let down at pleasure, was erected qn the Quay at 
Newcastle, at the expense of the corporation o£ that town, for the 
ingress and egress of passengers to and from the steam packetif 
The lives of the passengers were before in very imminent danger. 
A similar erection has since been put up on the New Quay at North 
Shields. 

March 1.— Died in Howard-street, South Shields, Alice Gibson, 
widow of William Gibson, town-crier, aged 101 years. 

March 5. — The foundation stone of a new Independent chsnd 
was laid in King's-street, Morpeth, and on Sunday the 15th a dis- 
course was deuvered by the Rev. Thomas Wood, A. B., on the 
principles of consregationai dissent. Viscount Morpeth, M. P., 
and William Oro, esq., M. P., each presented £5., towards the 
erection. September 20th, this chapel wa9 opened for divine ser- 
vice. Sermons were preached by tne Rev. Thomas Wood, and 
the Rev. W. H. Stowell, of North Shields, and collections were 
made, amounting to upwards of £30. 

March 7. — ^The Leazes Terrace and the Leazes Crescent were 
commenced being built by Mr. Richard Grainger. 

Same day, Jane Jameson was executed on the town-moor, 
Newcastle, for the murder of her mother, Margaret Jameson, an 
inmate of the keelmen's hospital, by stabbing her into the heart 
with a red-hot poker. After her condemnation on the 5th, she was 
frequently visited in her cell by the Rev. Robert Green, chaplaia 
of the prison, who gave her m the religious consolation in his 
power. Wlien eadiorted by the chaplain to unburden her mind and 
confess the justice of the sentence under which she was about to 
suffer, she replied, << I might as well say that I had done it, as that 
I had not done it, for I was so drunk that I knew nothing at all 
about it" She said that she was resigned to her ftte, but lament- 
ed the being hanged like a dos. At seven o'clock on the Saturday 
morning she was visited by the Rev. R. Green, who continued in 
prayer with her for some time. The sacrament was administered 
at eight o'clock, when, besides the chaplain, there were present the 
Rev. W. A. Shute, and the Rev. F. A. West, Wedeyan minister. A 
quarter before nine she was pinioned, and in a few minutes the 
cart arrived at the gaol which was to convey her to the place of 
execution. Mr. Turner, the turnkey, got into it with her m order 
to support her, but she sat amazmgly firm all the way. About 
nine o'clock the procession moved at a very slow pace, in the fol* 
lowing order :— .Tne town Serjeants on horseback in black, with 
cocked hats and swords ; the town marshal also on horseback in his 
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usual official dreM; the cart with the priaoner sitting above her 
coiBiiy guarded od each side by eight free porters with javelinSy.and 
ten constables with their staves ; then came a mourning coach con- 
taining the Rev. R. Green, Mr. Adamson, under sheriff, Mr. Sop- 
with, gaoler, and Mr. Scott, clerk of St Andrews. The unhappy 
woman kept her eyes shut allthe way, as she had been desired, 
that her thoughts might not be disturbed by the sight of the crowd. 
Having arrived at the gallows, which was erected on the town- 
moor, a little N. W. of the barracks, at a few minutes before ten 
o'clock, the Rev. R. Green prayed with her, and a psalm was 
sung ; the Rev. Gentleman recommended her to continue in prayer 
till the last moment, which she appeared to do, then shook hands 
with her, and bidding her farewell, said, *< May Almighty God 
have mercy on your soul." She was uncommonly firm, and when 
the cap was placed over her fiM:e, she got on a stool upon the plat- 
form in the cart, and when the cord was adjusted about her neck, 
•he said in a steady tone of voice, << I am ready," then stooping as 
if to meet her fiite, she was launched into eternity almost without 
a struggle. She was suspended at exactly ten o'clodc, and was cut 
down at five minutes berore eleven. The body was then conveyed 
to the Surgeons'-hall, where, in the piazza or ground floor of that 
building, Uie body was exhibited (not dissected, but with the 
clothes on as cut down^ to the public until near six o'clock in the 
evening. Anatomical lectures were delivered upon the body for 
several days bv Mr. John Fife, surgeon. It was pven in evidencee 
on the trial* that her mother had charged her with destrojong her 
two illegitimate children, and it was currently reported, that in one 
of her mad drunken fits she had attempted to cut the throat of her 
lather. She hawked fish and other commodities, and was a most 
disgusting and abandoned female of most masculine appearance, 
generally in a state of half nudity. She perhaps never was so de- 
cenUy mressed as when upon her trial, naving on at that time a 
black gown, black hat, and green shawl. A sketch was taken of 
her when standing at the bar, and afterwards done in lithography, 
which may be had of John Sykes. Public curiosity was excited to 
an uncommon degree, as there had not been a female hanged in 
Newcastle for 71 years. See vol* u page 222. There were not less, 
it was supposed, than 20,000 spectators at the execution of Jame- 
son, more than one-half of whom were females, besides every win- 
dow in the line of the procession was crowded with spectators. In 
the dense crowd near the gallows, several pockets were picked 
during the awful ceremony. As the expenses attending the execu- 
tioQ of this unfortunate female may be considered a curosity, I 
have here subjoined them from ^' A statement of the corporation 
and steward's accounts for one year, commencing Michaelmas 
1828, ending Michaelmas 1829." 

** Eaqfeneeg attending the Sxeeuiion of J. JameeomJ* 

.** To wven sojeants, Sf. each* 1 .15 

To twenty eonitablei, Sa; 6^ «scb, , 3 10 
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TofliziaaifinBe pQrt6n,6f.«id^.-^....— .^ ....••.»•.•••.••• 4 f f 

To toUing St Andrew's great bdOy..^......... ^ .^ S • 

To executioner,.. •••••- • • • 3 9 

To halter and cord, 3 

To cut and driver, 15 

To noumli^ coach, ; 10 6 

To akie honei finr offioen, Ot^ each, 8 

To wnmoninff tweatj oonstahles, 64. each, •...•.• 10 

To allowance ror firee porten, aeijeants, constaUm^ Ac •••.. 8 18 

To a penon attending the prisoner to the place of execution* , 6 

Tojotnera* bill, 5 

Toailowaaoetojcdneri;**.. 

X20 13 S 

Hene is a round sum for executing this poor creature. The *< Joinen' 
bill," it most be onderstoody was fbr erecting the temporary gaUowo, 
making the coffin, Ac* Ac. 

• 18S9 (Mtardi 10^. — Mr. Peel having announced his intentioii of 
bringing before parliament a biU to remoYe certain civil disabDities 
firom his majesty's Roman Catholic subjects, making them eligible 
to every office in the state, excepting those of lord diancellor, ford 
keeper of the seal, and lord lieutenant of Ireland, two very inve- 
terate parties arose in Newcastle, which were strongly opposed to 
teach other, insomuch that the town for some weeks was inundated 
with party papers. At length the liberals, as those in favour of the 
Catholics styled themselves, sent a requisition to the maj^or, to caH 
a public meeting « to consider the expediency of petitioning per^ 
Kament for a removal of the civil disabilities which affect his mar 
Jesty's Roman Catholic subjects.*' Thb his worship agreed to, and 
appointed the above diy in the Guild-hall. Tne anti-catholic 
party apprehending that their opponents would pre-occupv thia 
place, and that they would be outvoted, addressed a requisition to 
the mayor, to change the place of meeting << to the Spital, Forth, 
or any other place which will give an opportunity for a fair and de- 
cisive expression of public opinion." In accordance with this, a 
public meetins was held in the Spital-field on the above day. The 
mayor, in order to allo# sufficient space for all who might be de« 
oirous of attending and expressing their sentiments, appointed thia 
apaicious ainea which will hold above 20,000 persons, for the discus 
aion of the question. Very extensive hustings were erected on die 
north side of the green, and at one o'clock (the time appointed) 
the right worshipful Robert Bell, esq., major, took the chair. The 
IHends of the Catholic claims took the right, with a board aflxed 
to the adjoining building, inscribed ** The Hustings of the Liberal 
Proteiitants," while those anxious to << prevent a breach mto the 
constitution of 1688," occupied the opposite side. Both parties 
mustered strong; the << Liberals'^ marched from the Turk's Head 
inn to the husdnga in a body^ beaded by James Losh, esq.. Dr. 
Headlam, and W. H. Ord, esq., of Whitfield. On the mayor taking 
the chair, he was welcomed with hearty dieers from both parties, 
and he rose and addressed the meeting. His worship said be 
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wUbed to occupy tbe time of hk auditon for a short period^ » 
order to exonerato himself fixMn the charge of portialiljry which he 
mderitood had been brought against hini» for refusiiigt oq the ap- 
plicatiim of the vicar of Newcastle, to cooTone a moetiQg in tiie 
GuQdhall for the purpMMe of opposing the Catholic daioMt and to 
appose the measures intendea to be introdnced to parliament by 
hia nuyesty's ministers. It waa his wish that the dergy should not 
interfere in a question whereb be thoi^t his mmesty's ministers 
were quite capable of acting fior us ; but he soon heard that they 
tod neverthekss got up a petition against the Catholic claims^ ana 
ihiis rendered it necessary to make an effort on the contrary side« 
A second request had consequently been made bv that party to 
hinpy and in compliance with their requisitioBi^ he bad convened a 
BBOeting in the Guildhall for that purpose* when another requisi- 
tion had been presented by the former party, requesting a Bune 
ample space, and in order that all so inclmed might deliver their 
aentiments, he had changed the place to where they were at pre* 
sent assembledf but still he thought interference unnecessary, as he 
waa confideot that ministers were best enabled to take care of the 
measures ther had introduced under the sanction of the highest 
authori^. Tw principal speakers in favour of the CathoUcs were» 
James Losb, esq^ Dr. Headlam» and W. H. Ord^ esq.— against 
granting concessions to the Cathdics, William Chapman, esq., Mr. 
Joseph Ckrk, the Rev. F. A. West, Wesleyan minister, Mr. J. F. 
Qrau^ and Mr. J. R. Featberstone. With the exception of some 
little squabUing among the speakers, the greatest order prevailed, 
indeed the mayor took every means to avoid mischief having 
ordicred, by a handbill, that no banners should be exhibited. Mr. 
mayor havmg desired a shew of handa for and against the petition 
he said, ^ gentlemen, the petition in favour of tne Catholics is re* 
jected*" Lnmense cheering foUowed the decision. Dr. Headkm 
appearing not satisfied with the result, demanded that the pertiea 
a&ould separate into two bodies, which was instantly done, and the 
great majority of the opponents of the petition was evident be* 
^ond doubt. Mr. Mayor then said, ^ I cannot dismiss this meet- 
ing without declaring mv satisfiicticm at your peaceable condbct 
this d^." His worship then left the hustings. 

1829 (Ifyreh ll^.*-The vestry petitions against concession to 
tbe Romsm Catholics were transmitted firom Newcastle to London 
fi>r presentation to parliament. The total number of signaturea 
vras 7,724, viz. ^-lo the parish of Su Nicholas, 1,095 ; AlTSaint's^ 
3,445 ; St. Andrew's, 1,604 ; St. John's, 1,490. 

March 14. — In the night, a fire took place in St. John's church, 
Gateshead Fell, in consequence of some wood-work being placed 
too near the stove fines for heating the church. Fortunately it waa 
discovered so earljr, that by prompt assistance and great exertions 
it was got under with the c(estruction of one pew. 

Jf<^v4 19. — Died, a,t Brandling-place, near Newcastle, Mr* 
B#niamin Thompson, aged 51 years. Mr. Thompson waa a nattvia 
of JesBond, near Newcastle^ vsd at. an early age waa boundan 
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apprendoe to Mr* Thompson, bread-baker, (no relation) in tlie 
Close, Newcastle. On the death of his master, he comroaiced 
business in the, same shop, and made a peculiar sort of household 
bread, which had an unprecedented sale, being used by many gen- 
teel &milies whom he furnished with it daily himself, carrying a 
heavy load of it in a basket upon his shoulders.* Although Mr. 
Thompson was particularly industrious and attentive to business, 
yet he devoted much of his time to the merits of paintings, and bsd 
visited nearly all the private collections in Newcastle and its neigh- 
bourhood. His judgment was frequently consulted by gentlemen 
in the purchase of paintings, prints, &c It was not a little singular,' 
that when called upolki by visitors, he was often to be found toiling 
at his daily labour in the bakehouse, or, without his coat in the 
front shop, in the midst of his smoking bread, which had just been 
drawn from the oven. Without pride or ostentation, his manners 
and costume were of the plainest kind. By attention to business 
he had acquired a handsome sum, the bulk of which he expended 
in the purchase of paintings, prints, books, china, swords, coins, and 
in short every thing queer. Mr. Thompson was in the habit of 
calling at my shop, and his usual question was, ^ have you amf 
thing queer r' He was particularly attached to local books and 
prints, so much so, that he was a patron to almost every thing 
which issued from the press or the burin. He also went regularly 
round to the old furniture brokers, and picked up many queer things 
in that way. For many years before his death he had made it a 
rule at the breaking up of a house which had belonged to any &• 
mily of consequence, to purchase (either himself or by iM*oxy)' 
something as a memorial. Mr. Thompson was very charitable, and 
hedteverilpeneitmers to whom he gave bread, &c., weekly ; indeed 
his philanthropy was such, that to him the wretched never ap- 
pealed in vain. Mr. Thompson was never married, consequently 
his furniture and every thing which he had collected, were sold b^ 
auction, and the produce cUvided according to the tenor of his 
wiU. 

1829 f March 19 J. — A numerous and respectable meeting of the 
parishioners of Tynemouth, took place to consider of an order that 
had been received from the board of ordnance, forbidding any in- 
terments in future in the castle jrard. The vicar was in the chair. 
Thomas Wright, es^., of Whitley-park, and other gentlemen, shewed 
that they had received grants from the governors of Tynemouth 
calstle, for the burial of their families there. J. Tinley, esq., 
pointed out the impolicy of going to law on this occasion, and it 



* Mr. Joseph Bell, painter, at whose shop window Mr. Thompson fi«w 
quently stopped, painted (unknown to Mr. T.) a portnut of him with the 
oaaket upon hia shoulder. This, after the death of Mr. Bell, came into the 
possession of Mr. Thompson. It is quite a juvenile likeness. I have caused 
to be engraved for pubkcation a portrait, from an oripnal paintinff, done for 
Mr. T. a few years before his aeatfa, and which is an excellent lUceness. — 
Mr. T< allowed me to have a copy of this painting taken ; it is of the same 
sise, and in water colours. The enaravin^ hss a .^ ~ ~~" - "*'■'- ^—^ — *" 
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vltitDSUly agreed to petition the board of ordnance to take ofiTtbeit 
prohibition, and if that application should be unsuccessfal, it waa 
i«aolved to petition the king. June 18th, another meeting was 
held in the vestry-room, and adjourned to die body of the churchy 
the Rev. John Housby in the chair, to consider the propriety of 
accepting or refusing an Offer maide by the board of ordnance, of a 
portion ol* ground in lieu of the old parochial burial place, within the 
walls of Tynemouth priory. The meeting, after being addressed by 
several gentlemen, res(^ved, with only five dissentient voices, to 
refuse that offer, and unanimously agreed to present a memorial to 
his majesty, for a restoration of those rights of which they cbn- 
sidered they had been unjustly and unnecessarily deprived by the 
board of ordnance. October 15th, a third meeting was held in the 
Testry room of Tynemouth church, at which a letter from the se* 
cretary of state addressed to the vicar, was read in reply to a me* 
moriaf to the king, respecting the right of the parishioners to bury 
within the walls of Tynemouth castle, in which it was stated, that 
in consequence of the board of ordnuace not recognising the right, 
he declined advising the king to give any commands on the subject. 
Amongst the various anachronisms and blunders given on the 
gtBYe stones in this cemetery, I cannot resist giving a copy verba* 
tim of an epitaph from a stone a little S.E. of the east end of the 
magnificent rums 4>f the ancient priory i^^** 1780 The burial place 
of Archd. RawHng, of North Shields, master mariner—also liedi 
here* Elizabeth, his wife, who died Feb. 11th, 1788. 

** Afflictions sore long time 1 bore, 
''Phisicings were in vain, 
«< God thought it fit that I shoukl rest 
" And free me from my pain." 

It will easily be perceived, that << Phisicin^*' instead of physicianSf 
is inserted m tiie above lines, which turn it into ridicule. 

1829 f March 22;^^Died, William Stevenson, esq. of the Be« 
cord-office in the Treasury, a gentleman of considerable eminence 
in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Stevenson, who was bom 
at Berwick, on the 26th of November, 1773, was the author of an 
elaborate and useful work, entitled an <^ Historical Sketch of the 
Proffras of Dtieocery^ Namgatton^ and Commerce" Having de* 
voted much of his time to agricultural pursuits, he wrote the affri* 
cultural survey of Surrey. He was also the author of the article 
on chivalry, in Dr. Brewster's Encyclopedia, the life of Caxton» 
published by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 
and several papers published in various reviews. During the lat- 
ter part of his life, until the commencement of a severe indisposH 
tion, he was occupied, on the suggestion of Mr. Brougham (now 
Lord Brougham), and under the auspices of the above society, in 
preparing for the press a series of treatises, intended for the edifi- 
cation and improvement of the agricultural classes. Mr. Stevenson 
had for some time laboured under repeated attacks of illness. On 
the 20th of March, however, he was apparently so much recovered, 
that his fKends entertained Uie hope cA his speedy restoration ; but 
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two days afterwards, when sitUng at tea with his fiunily, he sud- 
denly became unable to raise the cup to his mouth, sank back in 
his chair, and soon after expired. He was a man of profound re- 
search, of extensive knowledge, of scrupulous integri^ ; and he 
was universally respected. 

1829 r March 24i^^— The foundation stone of the new botchers', 
fish, poultry, fruit and vegetable market at Sunderland, was laid by 
the town-surveyor, Mr. Richard Dowell, in the presence of the 
commissioners and a great number of the inhabitants. Several 
coins of the reign of George IV. were deposited beneath the stone. 
The bells were rung on the occasion. See Augusi 21^/; 1830. 

March 26. — Lanton-house, in Northumberland, was robbed and 
plundered of every article which could be conveniently carried 
away, and the mansion was afterwards set fire to, and enturely con- 
sumed. Alexander Davison, esq., of Swarland, the proprietor, 
offered one hundred pounds for the apprehension of the incen- 
diaries. 

March 27. — Died, in Providence-row, in the city of Durham, 
Mr. Robert Davidson, aged 103 years. 

March. — Mr. John Martin, a native of Northumberland, the 
celebrated painter to his majesty, was presented with a large and 
handsome gold medal, on the part of the king of France, in ac- 
knowledgment of a copy of Mr. Martin's engravings, which his most 
christian majesty had been graciously pleased to accept. The 
medal has a bust of the king on the one side, and on the other (in 
French^ " Presented to Mr. John Martin, by the king of France.** 
The vaiue of the gold was estimated at twenty guineas. Mr. Mar- 
tin's engravings are held in very high estimation. The French 
artists have copied them the same size, but much inferior in exe- 
cution, these Imve been brought into England, but no gentleman 
of taste and judgment^ will possess these pirated prints, as on a 
comparison tliey are literally worth nothing compared with the ori- 
ginals. Mr. M. is the brother o£ William and Jonathan men- 
tioned at pages 81 and 241. 

April 11. — The bells of the several churches in Newcastle and 
Gateshead, were rung in honour of the marriage of Lord Stor- 
mont to Miss Ellison, daughter of Cuthbert Ellison, esq., of Heb- 
bum. 

April 13. — The bells of Newcastle were rung to celebrate die 
birth of an heir to the house of Beaumont. The event was also 
similarly celebrated at Hexham, and other places. 

Same day, << An act for building a bridge over the river Tjme, at 
or near to a place called Scotswood, in the county of Northum- 
berland, and for making convenient roads, avenues, and approaches 
thereto, with branches thereout," received the royal assent. 

April 23. — The foundation stone of the asylum for the members 
of the loyal standard association, at North Shields, was laid by 
John Tinley, esq., in the presence of a numerous assemblage of die 
members, and their friends, and patrons. 

April 27. — Died, at his seat at Frogmore, near Hampstead, in 
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coDflequence of a rupture of the septum of the heart, Thomas 
William Carr, esq., of Eshot, in Northumberland, F. R. S. He 
was bom about the year 1770, at Charlestown, South Carolina, of 
which place his mother was a native, and his father at that time 
collector of customs. He served his clerkship as an attorney to 
Mr. George Brown, an eminent solicitor in Newcastle, and was 
entered a student at Gray's Inn. Having practised for several 
years as a special pleader, he was called to the bar about the year 
1800, and in 1805, was made solicitor of excise. He inherited the 
estate of Eshot Heugh, pursuant to the will of an uncle. He mar- 
ried Frances, third daughter of Andrew Morton, esq., of St. An- 
thony's, near Newcastle, by whom he had three sons and four 
daugnters. His eldest son is solicitor of excise in Scotland ; the 
second is in holy orders ; and the third is a barrister, in London. 
His eldest daughter married Dr. Lushington. 

1829 (April 28^. — Sunderland and its neighbourhood were visit- 
ed by an awful storm of thunder and lightning, accompanied with 
a high wind. Part of the gable end of a house in the High-street, 
belonging to Mr. Michael Reed, was blown down with a tremen- 
dous crash, on the roof of a public house occupied by Mrs. Thomp* 
son, which it stove in and did considerable damage. The sloop 
Bee, of Blyth, laden with limestone, from Sunderland to Blyth, 
was obliged to put back for Sunderland, ^which place she left in 
the morning), having lost the whole of tier canvass at sea, in a 
most tremendous gale of wind at N. E. and by E. On returning 
flhe struck upon the bar, drove amongst the frame-work, and soon 
after went to pieces. Great praise was due to Mr. Martin Douglas, 
coal-fitter, and others, for their exertions in saving the crew. The 
schooner George and Henrys, of Sunderland, laden with lime, for 
Scotland, went to sea the same time as the Bee, and was obliged 
to put back. She made for the harbour, when there not being suf- 
ficient water for her, she struck upon the bar and sprung a leak ; 
the water then getting to the lime, she took fire, and merwards 
drove up into the harbour mouth, where she sunk. 

M<ty 4. — The foundation stone of the new gas works at South 
Shields, was laid. 

May 7. — ^The large silver medal was awarded by the Society of 
Arts, London, to Mr. John Reed, of No. 6, Charlotte-street, 
Bloomsbury-square, second son of Archibald Reed, esq., alderman, 
of Newcastle, for a drawing in chalk from a bust. 

May 1 1. — The races and sports at Killingworth, near Newcas- 
tle, were revived on this and the following day, after a lapse of 
thirty-five years. 

may 13. — About twelve o'clock at night, an explosion took place 
at Killingworth West Moor pit, which did considerable damage to 
the shaft. One boy was so severely burnt that he died in a day or 
two after. Had the misfortune happened two hours later, the loss 
(^life would have been very considerable, as the men would then 
have been in the mine. 

May 14.-^Tlie royal assent was given to ^< An act for lighting 
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watching, deansbg, regulating, and improTing the town of South 
Shields, in the county palatine of Durham." 
' 1829 CMay 22^.- «Tne steam-saw mill at Monkwearmouth-shore, 
the property of Messrs. Storey and Co., was almost entirely destroy- 
ed by nre. It was supposed to have been the work of incendiaries. 
Two of the workmen were taken up on suspicion. 

The same day ** An act for making and maintaining a railway or 
tramroad from the town of Newcastle upon Tyne, in the county 
of Newcastle upon Tyne, to the city of Carlisle, in the coun^ of 
Cumberland, with a branch thereout," received the royal assent. 

Mc^ 26. — ^Between two and three o'clock on the morning, an 
alarming and destructive fire broke out in a steam flour mill, situated 
at the foot of Pandon-bank, near the Stock-bridge, Newcastle, 
occupied by Mr. Joseph Hopper. So rapid was the progress of the 
conflagration, that within an hour from its discovery, the roof and 
part of the walls fell in, exhibiting the interior of the building in 
one common blaze. Tlie machinery was either totally destroyed, 
or rendered unfit for further use, and the quantity of com, flour, 
&C., destroyed, was very great. As the wmd was high, Uie fire 
threatened destruction to all around, and one of the sheds of Messrs. 
Shadforth and Todd's extensive raft-yard, which was immediately 
behind the mill, did partially suffer from the flames, but b^ the 
well-4irected operations of the several engines which had arrived, 
their progress in that quarter was arrested with but trifling damage. 
How the fire originated was wholly unknown. The premises, 
which were the property of Messrs. Shadforth and Todd, were in- 
sured, but the stock, &&, of Mr. Hopper, valued at near £1,000 
was only insured to the amount of about one-half. 

MoMf 26. — In the afternoon an alarming fire occurred at the 
farm-house at High Warden, near Hexham, but happily it was cot 
under before much damage was done to the house. A blacksmiUi's 
shop (from which the fire originated) and a small cottage adjoining 
were totally consumed. Great praise was due to the firemen of 
Hexham, who hastened with the engine in time to stop the ra*- 
▼ases of the flames. 

May 26. — The name of the street in Newcastle, called *' the 
Flesh Market," and, after the building of the << New Butchers' 
Market," << the Old Flesh Market," was changed by the corpora- 
tion to that of '< the Cloth Market." 

May 30. — The steam packet, the Tourist, which arrived in tbe 
river Tyne, for the first time, left Newcastle Quay in the afternoon 
ibr London. 

May. — This month, on pulling down an old house on the Qu^f- 
side, Newcastle, a fine gothtc window was discovered in the east 
aide of what was supposed to be the chapel of St. John of Jerusalem. 
This building, which is of stone, with buttresses on the west aide 
in Grindon Chare, is used as a com loft ; the crypt is used as m 
cellar. Human bones have been dug up about it There was an- 
ciently in the town's hutch a writing, indorsed ** 72« ofrenmrni 
made beiwixi the Prior rf St. Mkn, and Ae iaume ^ JNeyfcanie^ 
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iamehinff a waier ^ftttT Th^re is now no longer any doubt^tb»t this 
was the chepel of that order> and that the gate alluded to was a 
contiguous gate in the town's wall) which extended along the 
Quay. There was also a chapel below the Ouseburn, in the parish 
of All Saints, dedicated to St. Lawrence, and founded by one of 
the Percys, which is said to have been dependent on the priory of 
St« John of JerusaleiB. This chapel and its possessions weiee 
gfanted in 1594 to the corporation of j^ewcastle. The remains «f 
St. Lawrence's chapel form part of the glass-house belonging to 
Messrs. Robert Todd and Co. 

1829 (May Sl^«— -A very melancholy occurrence took place at 
Scremerston, near Berwick* Mr. George Carr, of Berwick, and Mr. 
William Carr, of Ford, with their sisters. Miss Eliza and Miss Mary 
Carr, having been on a visit to their brother-in-law. Major Johoson, 
of Scremerston, accompanied by Miss Jane Donkin (youngest daugh- 
ter of the late Joshua Donkin, esq^ of .North Shields),^ bebg about 
to return to Berwick from ScremerstQn» situated close, to Uie sea» 
about three miles south from Berwick, procured a stout boat with 
two able men, one of whom was well accustomed to the sea. The 
tide being low, they had some difficulty in getting out of the creel^ 
and when they had just cleared the outermost rock, a more than 
usually heavy wave upset the boat. One of the boatmen, who was 
a good swimmer, twice gained the rock with Miss Carr, but they 
were both times waAed off and she was drowned. Miss Donkin 
disappeared at the moment of the accident, but Miss Mary Caiar 
and her two brothers, and the two boatmen ultimately succeeded 
in gaining a firm footing on a low ledge of the rock, which in some 
degree protected them from the force of the sea, although every 
wave dsLshed over them. Though within IdO yards of safety, the 
deep water being filled with tangle or see weed, 13 or 14 feet long, 
prevented any of the people who were soon assembled firom Spital, 
and the neighbourhood, from venturing to swim to the rock with 
.any prospect of doing sood. The boatman, however, with .great 
difficulty, swam to an adjoining rock for the purpose of taking off a 
rope, in which he succeeded, but it was found jnuch too short to 
be of use. In another attempt he was with much difficulty saved 
from drowning. A man on horseback was instantly dispatched to 
Spital, and two boats were immediately shoved off, and one of 
them succeeded in rescuing Miss Mary Carr, her two brothers, and 
the remaining boatman from a watery grave, after having been ex- 
posed to the violence of every wave for nearly an hour. Medical • 
assistance being at hand, every attention was paid to the survivors, 
who all recovered, although much doubt was for some time entertain- 
ed as to the recovery of the young lady. The body of Miss Donkio 
was found the same evening floatiog at sea, but the body of Miss 
Eliza Carr was not found until June 4th, when it vras dUscoverod 
asEKmesttbetangleor seaweed near theplacewhere the accident hap- 
paned. Miss Donkin was about 20 jseaias .of agei and Miss Carr 85 
years of age. To add to the angiuahixf ihe moment, Mr. and Mrs* 
JEolinaoo wece spectalors of the faaartiieDdk^ aoene firom the .beach . 
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1829 (June IJ* — The royal assent was given to ** An act for esta- 
blishing a ferry across the river lyne^ between North Shields, in the 
county of Northumberland, and South Shields, in the county of 
Durham, and for opening and making proper roads, avenues, ways, 
and passages to communicate therewith, ' The roads and gang- 
ways being completed, the ferry was opened by two large steam 
boats in July 1830. Previous to this time, many lives had been lost 
in consequence of the upsetting of the small sculler boats. A sus- 
pension bridge across the river Ijnc between North Shields and South 
Shields had been projected. See February 2Sd^ 1825, page 183. 

The same day uie royal assent was given to *< An act for build- 
ing a bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the town of Morpethi in 
the county of Northumberland." 

June 8. — Died, at Hexham, Mr. Joseph Dawson, aged 101 
years. He went about till within a short period of his death. 

June 9. — ^The foundation stone of an mtended bridge over the 
river Tees, at Whorlton, was laid by Miss Headlam, daaghter of 
the venerable archdeacon of Richmondshire, immediately after 
which a speech was made by that gentleman, who was loudly 
cheered by a vast concourse of people who had assembled from aU 
parts of the adjacent country. The ladies after this retired and 
partook of a cold collation ; and the gentlemen were entertained by 
the Rev. J. Potts, and an excellent dinner and tea was provided 
for the parishioners by Mrs. Harrison, of Stubb House. The Bar- 
nardcastle subscription band attended on the occasion. This 
building was entirely carried away by a flood on the 13th of Octo- 
ber. 1829, which see. 

The same day a small neat Methodist chapel was opened at 
Aycliffe, near Darlington, sermons were preached on the occasion 
by the Rev. Thomas rennock, of Durham, and by the Rev. William 
Towers, of Darlington, after which collections were made in aid of 
the funds of the chapel. 

June 14. — About twelve o'clock, three boys who had bathed 
opposite the last breakwater, next to Tynemouth, on the Low 
Light shore. North Shields, and had just got on their clothes again, 
heard a crackling noise above their heads. Two of them went to 
one side, the third unfortunately ran forward into the sea, but was 
overtaken by a large mass of clay which fell from the top of the 
bank and buried him under it. Two hours elapsed before he was dug 
out, when he was quite dead and his body dreadftilly mangled. He 
was 14 years of age, and the son of A^. Henry Dawson, mate of 
the ship Doncaster. A man who was swimming in front of the 
spot had a narrow escape, as part of the mass of clay fell within 
three or four yards of him. 

June 15. — A young man named William Taylor, apprentice to 
Mr. John Forsyth, of Durham, slater, having been sent to assist m 
making certain repairs in the roof of the Cathedral, fell from a 
heiffht of 78 feet upon the flags, in the Chi^l of the Nine Altars, 
and wonderful to relate, received only trifling injury. 

June 17.«-During a thunder storm that passed over Newcastle, 
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a new unoccupied house at the Westgate^ belonging to Mr. Bur- 
nup, was struck by the lightning, and a part of the roof fronting 
the turnpike, and one of the chimneys were thrown down. Tlie 
whole of the floors in the house were also injured, and other dam- 
age done. Such was the force of the electric fluid that the slates 
were carried completely into the air ; happily no person was in- 
jured. 

1829 (June 18^.*— Died, at Easington^lane, in the county of Dur- 
ham» Rosetta Coats, aged 101 years. 

JtMiM 25. — ^A new Catholic chapel in Berwick was opened. The 
ReT. Mr. Birdsall, pastor of the congregation, assisted by the Rev. 
Mr. Gillow, of North Shields, performed the service ; the latter 
gentleman delivered an address of considerable length, explanatory 
of the faith of the church. The musical part of the service was 
moat efficiently sustained by several professional vocalists from New- 
castle. Mrs. Hammond presiding at the organ. The public were 
admitted by tickets, 5«. each. 

JwM 25.^ — ^Sunderland was visited by a very heavy thunder 
storm, the peals were tremendously loud, and the lightning remark- 
ably frequent and vivid. The same storm visited Chester4e-Street, 
where a hay stack, the property of the owners of Chester brewery, 
was struck by the electric fluid, which entered at the roof and 
passed through the stack to the ground, setting it on fire. The 
flames were speedily extinguished, when it was found that a hole 
about three inches in diameter, extended from the top to the bottom 
of the stack. A man who had just crossed the river Wear, near 
Cocken, was knocked down by the lightning the same day, but he 
fortuoatel^r received no material injury. At Hurworth-upon-Tees, 
the electric fluid descended upon the house occupied by Mr. 
Charles Gascoigne, grocer, splitting the shop door, and knocking 
down his infant child who was near the same. The servant, who, 
at the time, was engaged up stairs in making a bed, was thrown on 
the floor, taken up insensible, and completely blackened by the 
action of the lightning. Medical aid was promptly obtained, and, 
after two hours of unwearied perseverance on Use part of Mr. 
Walker, surgeon, of Hurworth, she was restored to life^ Three 
houses at Lay Gate, near South Shields, were also struck bv the 
lightning; one of them inhabited by Mr. Gledstone, sustained con- 
siderable damage, and Mrs. G. was thrown down and much burnt, 
from the effects of which she continued some time dangerously ill. 
June 25. — An explosion of inflammable air took place in the 
Dorothea Pit, Newbotde colliery, the property of Lord Durham, 
whereby Robert Gardener lost his life. Only another man was in 
the mine at the time the accident happened, who escaped with 
very little injury. After the first alarm had subsided, Mr. John 
Harrison, the head resident viewer for the coUierv, accompanied 
by five or six assistants, descended the shaA in order to search for 
Gardener ; but when they had proceeded some distance into the 
workings, another explosion occurred. Mr. H. had his head cut in 
several places, and his hands were rather severely burnt, but the 
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rest of the men were verjr little injured. No particular acoooot 
can be given of the cause which led to this unfortunate accident, 
as the party with whom it originated paid the forfeit of his life. 
Gardener's body, it was thought probable, might never be found, 
atf during the first twetaty-four hours explosions took place evtry 
one or two hours, which convinced the most scientific colliery 
viewers in the neighbourhood that the mine was on fire, and in 
consequence the pit was closed up so as to exclude the Mr. It 
was also found necessary to cease working another [Mt called the 
Marearet, which communicated with the Dorothea. 

1829 (JwM 29^. — The foundation stone of a bridge of one arch, 
over that dangerous ford in the river Derwent, between Greenhead 
and Edmond-byers, was laid by Nicholas Burnett, esq., of Black 
Hedtey, to whom the residents m the more immediate neighbour- 
hood, as well as the public generally, were much indebted fiir 
accomplishing by bis praiseworthy exertions so desirable an im- 
provement. 

Same day, a little before twelve o'clock at night, flames were 
observed to issue from the workshop of Mr. Swanson, glasa-cntter, 
HHIgate, Gateshead. By strenuous exertions, and a fortunate 
access to water, the fire was speedily got under, otherwise the coo- 
sequences might have been truly awful, as the premises were imme* 
diately adjoinmg the oil mill of Messrs. John Raine and Company, 
some machinery belonging to which passed through the wall into 
the place where the fire originated, and produced the motion by 
which the glass-cutters worked their lathes. Tlie fire was sup- 

B^ed to be the work of incendiaries, as no fire had been used bv 
r. Swanson for upwards of two months before, and all was sa6 
when he left that evening. The loss of glass, &c«, was very con- 
siderable. 

JwMn — In the course of some operationg carrying on in the 
grounds at Tynemouth castle, some curious remains of antiquity 
were found. In digging a tank near the old guard-house, between 
the governor's house and the store-house, a brown group of grotesque 
figures were found of very great antiquity. And in making a drain 
under the foot-path, on the south side of the abbey yard, and near 
to the wall, a number of paving bricks and some coins were found. 
The bricks were of difieretit colours, as brown, yellow, &c., and 
mostly of a square form, thongh some were that of a rectangtdar tri- 
angle. One of the coins was a modern one of Charles I., in copper. 

Juiy 2. — At a meeting of the mayor, aldermen, and common 
council of Newcastle, it was resolved unanimously to subscribe 
twenty pounds towards the Eldon Testimoniid (that being the 
highest sum allowed by the advertisement) << to manifest Uie deep 
and grateful sense they entertain of th^ eminent services of John, 
earl of Eldon, throughout a long and laborious public life." A 
commtitee of noblemen and gentlemen had been nominated to 
conduct a subscription for the purpose of presenting to Lord Eldon 
a lasting testimonial for his eminent services durmg his long and 
1^1 — : — public life. It was nndentood to be the wish of his lord- 
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ship that the money subscribed for the Eldon Testimomal should 
be applied to the establishment of six scholarships in University 
College, Oxford, to be called *' The Eldon Scholarships." The 
subscriptions amounted to several thousand pounds. The corpora- 
tion of Bristol voted the freedom of that city to the earl of Eldon, 
<< as a token of respect and admiration of his truly staunch and 
lojral opposition to the measures of ministers to subvert and break 
in upon the constitutional settlement of 1688." 

1829 fJuljf 7 J, — Died, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Thomas 
Thompson, aged 102 years. 

Jufy 23. — As the brewer of Mr. William Robson, Bee Hive, 
Head of the Side, opposite the west end of St. Nicholas' churcb» 
Newcastle, was standing at the door of the brew-house, the sround 
suddenly gave way beneath him, and but for the timely interference 
of his assistant, he would have been precipitated into a well 82 feet 
in depth, of the previous existence of which no person had the 
least Knowledge. 

Jufy 24i^— The neighbourhood of Haydon-bridge was visited by 
a tremendous storm. The lightning was awfully vivid, and con- 
tinued without intermission from three o'clock in the afternoon till 
near eight o'clock. The rain descended in torrents for upwards of 
three hours. Langley-bum rose to a fearful height. The new 
bridges at Langley castle and Gee's Wood, (near Haydon-bridge) 
over which the new Alston road passed were entirely swept away» 
with the new wall or quay erected at a great expense, for widening 
the road in the Esp Hill Cleugh. The bridge at the east end of 
Haydon-bridge was covered with water to a great depth, the bat* 
tlements were thrown down, and the turnpike road on the west side 
much damaged. Tlie Post-office and several cottages near it were 
completely mundated, and the poor inhabitants sustained a severe 
loss. The lightning struck the wooden ventilator on the top of the 
highest chimney of Langley-smelt mills, and tore off several of the 
planks. At Hexham the storm continued from about five o'clock 
until a late hour at night. The rain fell in torrents, and the light- 
ning and thunder were awful and terrific. Much injury was done by 
the rivulet called Cockshaw-bum, swelling to a tremendous height, 
and completely inundating the houses within its vicinity, canr- 
ing away a bridge and doing much other damage. The same night 
the rain fell in torrents at Newcastle, accompanied with lightning, 
and the next morning the river Tyne presented an awful appear- 
ance ; quantities of hay and wood were brought down by the iresh, 
and so powerful was the current, that all the steam boats then 
1 jing on the south side of the Tyne, and several ships broke from 
their moorings, and were with difficulty secured again. The storm 
was very general throughout the county of Northumberland. 

July 26. — ^His roval highness the duke de Chartres and suite 
arrived at Newcastle on the evening of this day (Sunday) from 
Edinburgh. His royal highness was abroad as early as seven o'clock 
the next morning, taking a survey of the town. Isaac Cookson, 
jun., esq., the French vice-consul, waited upon the duke, and 
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accompanied him to the Guildhall^ the Mansion-house, and other 
public places , after which his royal highness took his departure 
lor Sunderland, whither he was accompanied by Mr. Cookson, 
having previously descended one of the coal pits in the neighbour- 
hood, the interior of which he examined with much attention. The 
ateam engine being one of 220 horses' power, particularly arrested 
the attention of his royal highness. At Sunderland he examined 
the bridge, pier, &c. 

lS29?Jufy30J The gates leadingfromthestreet of Tynemotttfa^ 

to the Prior's Haven, were for some days closed agwnst the pub- 
lic, and guarded by centinels, who refused a passage to all who 
were not going to bathe in Mrs. Spurrier's baths. This exdusioo, 
took place in consequence of the owners of the common bathing 
machines and boats having declined to pay the acknowledgment, 
or rent, demanded by the Board of Ordnance. The passage was 
re<K^>ened on their agreeing to the terms demanded, which were 
ten shillings and sixpence each. 

Jufy 31. — Died, at Abingdon, Sir John Hullock, knt., one of 
^tke barons of the Exchequer. This distinguished lawyer was 
bom in the year 1764, at Banwrdcastle, in the county of Durham. 
In eariy life Mr. Hullock entered of Gray's Inn, and was in due 
time called to the bar, at which he practised upwards of twenty 
years, with the reputation of being one of the soundest lawyers in 
Westminster Hall. He does not appear to have had much practice, 
until after the publication of his work on the Law of Costs ; this 
brought him into notice, and he rose by degrees to fill the second 
place amongst the counsel on the northern circuit. In the year 1816 
Mr. Hullodc was promoted to the rank of sergeant at law. On the 
resignation of Mr. Baron Wood in the year 1823, Mr. Sergeant 
Hullock was promoted to the c^ce of one of the barons of the 
Court of Exchequer. As a judge, for integrity, sagacity, and 
knowledge combined, he has not left his superior. Mr. Baron Hul- 
lock had arrived at Abingdon, as one of the judges of assize of the 
Oxford circuit, on Saturday 25th of July. On the following day 
he attended divine service at St. Helen's church in that town, in 
apparently good health ; but in the course of that night he expe- 
rienced a violent attack of cholera morbus. Dr. Tomkins, a phjrsi- 
cian, was immediately called in, who perceiving the serious nature 
of the attack, suggested that a physician of Oxford should be sent 
for. Dr. Ogle returned with the messenger, and, in consultation 
with Dr. Tomkins, suggested such remedies as, fVom their effects, 
gave them reason to hope that his lordship would be able partly to 
resume his official duties. The complain^ however, returned widi 
increased violence during the night of Wednesday, in consequence 
of which, Dr. Ogle was again summoned to Abingdon, and Dr. 
Turner, of London, the baron's family physician, was also sent for 
and arrived with unusual dispatch. During the whole of Thursday 
the peatest apprehensions were entertained for his lordship's life, 
and he lingered till the following evening, when he expired. On 
the Slat of August his lordship's remams reached Barnardcaatlet 
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and were deposited in the family vault A numerous concourse 
bad aaserablra to view the procession, who all seemed deeply sen- 
sible of the loss that had been sustained by his death. The poor 
of his native town, where he generally resided during the summer 
moiitbsy have great cause to remember him, for to them he was a 
liberal benefactor. A number of aged women, who had subsisted 
chiefly by his charity, voluntarily followed his empty carriage, 
while it was proceeding to his house, afier the funerd, weeping 
and deploring in the most affecting manner, the death of their 
beaefaelor. An excellent funeral sermon was preached in the 
church OB the Sunday following by the Rev. John Davison, from 2d 
Samuel, chap. iiL ver. 38, << Know ye not that there is a prince and 
a great man fallen this day in Israel," Mr. HuUock was recorder 
of Berwick^ which he resigned, and was succeeded in the year 
1810 by Christopher Cookson, esq., who is also recorder of New- 
castle. See Septembtr 29tA , 1829. Mr. HuUock published << The 
Law ^ Cosu;' Svo. 1792 ; also « The Law of CosU in Citnl Ac- 
tUme amd Proceedings" Svo. 1796 ; and another edition in 2 vols. 
1810. His lordslup had been many years married. His lady sur- 
vived him. 

1829 (Aug 2). — A fire broke out in the premises occupied by 
Mrs. Margaret Bulmer, pawn-broker. Bank Top, South Shields. 
The flames had reached the roof of the house before they were 
discovered, and burnt with alarming fury, but the speedy arrival of 
the North and South Shields fire engines, and a good suf^y of 
water kepl^ the fire from extending to the adjoining premises. The 
whole of the upper parts of the house which were mled with feather 
beds and other ^edged articles were entirely consumed. The stock 
and furniture were insured for £1,4*00, but the premises were not 
ioiufed. Many things saved from the flames were purloined by 
the evil disposed, who too frequently assemble for the purpose of 
plunder on these occasionB. 

Auguet 9. — The church at Belford, after having undergone con- 
siderable enlargement, was re-opened for divine service, and an 
eloquent and impressive sermon was preached by the Rev. W. N. 
Deniell, prebendary of Durham, and rector of Norham, from 2d 
Chronicles^ xxixth chap. Slst ver0e, and a collection made for the 
benefit of die Sunday school of the parish. 

AuguH 10.. — ^The foundation stone of a bridge over the river 
Waasbeck, at High Ford, near Mitford, was laid by B. Mitford, esq., 
lord of the manor, in the presence of a large concourse of specta- 
tors,- with due form, amidst music, the firing of cannon and the 
rii^kig of bells. Mr. Moor, of High House, as representative of 
William Ord, esq., lord of the manor on the opposite side of the 
fiver,< assisted in the ceremony. A dance on the banks of the river 
followed, and afterwards thirty- two gentlemen dined at the Plough 
inn, at Mitlbrd, Mr. Mitford in the chair. Some very appropriate 
speeches were delivered, and the afternoon was spent witli great 
eonvivialiliy. 

Angiui I9«<— A meetkig was held in the lecture-room of the 
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Literary and Philoaophical Society of Newcastle, for the par- 
pose of establishing a society to be called ^ The Natural His- 
tory Society of Northumberland, Durham, and Newcastle upon 
Tyne." The meeting was attended by Sir John Trevelyan, barti, 
Walter Calverley Trevelyan, William Orde, Prideaux John Selbj, 
William Burrell, Dixon Dixon, George Townsend Fox, and John 
Adamson, esars. ; Rev. William Turner, Mr. Emerson Chamlej, 
Mr. Winch, Mr. William Hewitson, &c., &c. The chair was taken by 
Dixon Dixon, esq., and Mr. Adamson announced that he had re- 
ceived a letter from the venerable Archdeacon Singleton, stating that 
his grace the duke of Northumberland would be very happy to join 
the gentlemen of the country in so laudable a purpose. Mr. G. T. 
Fox made a similar announcement on the part of the lord bishop of 
Durham, and intimated his lordship's intention to have been pre- 
sent at the meeting, had he not been prevented by his attendance 
on his majesty's justices of assize. His lordship would give direc- 
tions to his several agents to furnish specimens in their various 
departments. The establishment of the society was then proposed 
by Sir John Trevelyan, bart., and seconded by P. J. Selby, esq.. 
It was resolved to solicit his grace the duke of Northumberland to 
become the patron of the society, and the lord bishop of Durham 
to accept the office of president. Tlie society to have eight 
vice-presidents and a committee, and its meetings to take place on 
the third Tuesday of every month. William Orde., esq., proposed 
the thanks of the meeting to Dixon Dixon, esa., for his conduct in 
the chair, and begged to express his great satisfaction at the esta- 
blishment of the society, and his conviction of the beneficial efiects 
which would result from it to the country. The thanks of the 
meeting were also given to John Adamson, esq., for his valuable 
exertions in the formation of the society. The first meeting of this 
society took place on the 15th of September, when an excellent 
introductory address was delivered by the Rev. William Turner. 

1829 (Aug. 20 J, — As the marquis and marchioness of London- 
derry were driving in a curricle two high-spirited horses down a 
hill close to Wynyard Park, the pole of the carriage broke, and the 
curricle fell, when the horses feeling the splinter-bars on their hind 
legs, began to kick out most furiously against the splash board of 
the carriage, which pressed on their hind quarters. The carriage 
was dragged some distance in this way. The marquis, by singular 
good fortune, guided and pulled the near horse into a ditch, when 
he fell on his side under the carriage, and broke his hind leg. The 
oiT-horse became so entangled, that he also fell while kicking out. 
Lady Londonderry sat upon the seat of the curricle during the 
frightful kicking of the horses, and when the near horse fell, she 
leapt out into the ditch. Her husband, seeing her ladyship sale^ 
sprung out on the other side. The noble pair only suffered by 
severd severe bruises. The fine horse was shot on the spot. 

August 22. — Mr. Justice Bayley and Mr. Justice Littledale* 
judges of assize left Newcastle n>r Carlisle on the morning of the 
above day (Saturday) and, in consequence, no assize Sunday 
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observed at Newcastle, a circumstance which had not occurred 
there» it was believed, since the year 1745, when the ceremony 
was first observed. 

1829 (Aug. 22 J^ — ^Mr. Andrew Henderson, of Newcastle, up- 
holsterer, was drowned whilst bathing on the sands between Tyne- 
mouth and Callercoats. Mr. Henderson and family were residing at 
"[^^emouth, and he had up to tliat morning bathed in the Haven. 
lie had not been long in the sea till, although a good swimmer, it 
was apparent that he was overcome by a strong current, which sets 
out to sea at that place, and before aid could be procured, he was 
uaibrtunately drowned. His body was taken to the baths, and every 
exertion maide to restore animation, but without success. Mr. 
Henderson was about thirty-two years of age, and was much re- 
spected. He was interred at the Ballast Hills' burial ground at 
Newcastle. Many lives have been lost whilst bathing on these sands, 
as the current which sets out is so very powerful, that it is almost 
impossible to stem it. This ought to be generally known. 

Ai^usi 27. — Died, in Carpenter Street, South Shields, Ann 
Musgrave, spinster, aged 100 years. , 

August 30. — A large whale was' seen floating near the Fern 
Islands, on the coast of Northumberland. Some boats sailed out 
and towed it ashore. It measured in length 58 feet, and was sold 
for £45. When found it was quite dead. 

August 31. — At a meeting of the coal trade at Newcastle, it was 
determined tore-establish the vends, or regulations for apportioning 
each colliery's sale on the rivers Tyne and Wear, and they com- 
menced accordingly on the following morning. 

Siptember 15s^There was launched from the building-yard of 
Messrs. Straker and Co., at South Shields, a very beautiful new 
ship called the Isabella, of nearly 300 tons. There was a most nu- 
merous and respectable assemblage of persons from Newcastle, 
North Shields, and the neighbourhood, not only for the purpose of 
seeing the launch, but to witness the operation and power of Mr. 
George Straker's newly-invented patent windlass, which not only 
equalled, but surpassed the most sanguine expectations that had 
been formed of it. Its relative powers were tried by puttins six 
men at the windlass to heave an anchor of 13 cwt. in the ordmary 
way, which they performed with some difficulty. It was then 
lowered down and hove up again with the improved tvindlaas by 
Che power of one man and a boy with comparative ease. The 
anchor was again lowered down and an additional weight suspend- 
ed, which was equal to about 26 cwt., when eight men and boys 
were again put to the windlass in the ordinary way, who were not 
able to get a single square ; two of the men were then put to the 
improved purchase, and immediately hove up the weieht of two 
anchors without difficulty. The superiority of Mr. Straker s windlass 
was allowed to be one of the greatest improvements in that important 
part of naval architecture. 

StpUmber 19.— A whale of the finner species was found dead on 
the shore, about two miles north of Berwick. It was nearly 36 
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feet in length, and 84 feet at ito greatest circimrerenoe. It 
claimed by the corporalioD, and sokl for £17. 2f. 6d. Six conii€>* 
rants were found in its stomach, and one in the threat which wse 
supposed to have choaked it. When viewed from the bank under 
which it lay» the resemblance to a boal» with the keel upward^ waa 
so exact and strikingy that the comparisoD was made bj eveiy one of 
its numerous visitixv ; and WUkie, the celebrated painteiv who waa 
one of them, is said to have remarked, that a boat-builder mi^C 
read to himself a good lesson fit>m this mighty monster of the deep» 

1829 (SepL 29^^— Robert Hopper WiUiamson, em^ resigned 
the reeordership of Newcastle, which he had held with the h^heat 
honour for a period of thirty years. On the 5th of October, beii^ 
the first Monday after the feast of Saint Miehad the ArehangelL 
at tlie election of the mayor and other officers of the corporation of 
Newcastle, Christopher Cooksoa; esq., barrister at law, was dected 
recorder of that town. Mr. Cookson is also recorder of Berwick* 
having been, in March, 1810, unanimously elected recorder of that 
town on the resignation of John HuDock, esq. See July Blei^ 1829. 

October 10. — A petrified or fossil tree was found in the stone 
quarry at Wide-open, near Gosforth, about five miles from New- 
castle, at a depth of 42 feet from the surface, and 6 feet fron the 
bed of the stone. It was 72 feet in length, and 4 feet 9 indies in 
girth at the lower extremity. Its horizontal exceeded its vertical 
diameter in the proportion of 17 to 10. Its position was nearly 
horizontal, the knots, &c^ retained their original appearance; it 
was partially hollow and crystalized ; its loi^itudlnal separations 
were precisely those of wood rent by powerful external presawe* 
The fossil stem of a tree was found at the depth of 48 fethoms 
above the coal in the workings of Killingworth eoUiei^, near New- 
castle, in September, 1830. A representation of ttim tree is given 
in the first volume of the <' Transactions of the Natural History 
Society of Northumberland, Durham, and NewcastleJ* Another 
fossil tree was found in k quarry at Heworth, neiur Newcastle. 
Other fine ^cimens of similar fossil remains have been found 
in the quarries on the sea coast at Cresswell, in Northumberland; 
one of which is preserved in the conservatory at Cresswell Houses 
Its dimensions are, viz. ^.^. feet in heighf, girth at the top 4 feet 
10 inches, at the middle 5 feet 10^ inches, near the bottom 5 feet 
7 inches, and at the bottom^ 7 feet 6 inches. This was dra«m and 
etched by Mr. Thomas Sopwitb, of Newcastle, for the Bev. John 
Hodgson's History of Northumberland. 

October 13« — During the nighty ihene waa a strong gale aocom» 
panied by heavy and long-continued rain* The mver Tees was 
swollen to a height not exceeded within the memory ef the oldest 
inhabitant of BarnardcasUe. The river Tyne was alaraaingly swolt 
en on the following morning, overflowing all the low lands in its 
vicinity^ and penetrating the ceUars on the Quay-side and the Ck»a, 
in Newcastle, occasioning considerable loss of goods and liquors 
A great many sheep and a few cattle were on tl^ island called the 
King's-meadowB, in the river Tyne» at the commencement) on the 
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Tuesday evening, but were fortunately got off during the night and 
tiie next morning. About four o'clock in the afternoon c£ Wed- 
nesday, a valuable horse belonging to Messrs. Robert and William 
Wheatley, cart-owners, Newcasue, was lost by fidling over the 
Quay, opposite to the Custom-house, while attached to a cart* 
The tide at this time had extended considend>ly over the Quay, 
and to keep some iron (in promss of delivery) dry, the cart had 
been backed close to the vessel, which either from tne force of the 
current, or the mressure of the cart, (containing 22 bundles of lK>op 
iron) sheered oiP from the Quay, and the cart and the horse were 
precipitated into the river between the Quay and the vessel, where 
the poor animal struggled about ten minutes, during which time 
every effort was made for his release, but without success. The 
whole of the scaffolding put up for the landing of stones to be used 
in erecting the south abutments of Scotswood bridge, over the 
Tjme, was carried away, and the timber dispersed oyer the adja- 
cent fields. Some pieces reached Swalwell, Dunston, &c., and 
even got as far inland as the turnpike road on that side of the 
water. The communicating gangway from the north pier to the 
piling scaffold, was also entirely driven down, and the scaffolding 
Itself so materially damaged and shifted from its level, that the 
whole was obliged to be taken down. The men employed in the 
erection of the bridge, had some very narrow escapes whilst en- 
gaged in picking up the floating rafters. The flood made a breach 
in every part of the line of rcMid reaching from the south pier to 
Blaydon, being all embankment and not finished, which in that 
early state of the work was very considerable. Several sheep and 
one or two asses, were said to have floated down the Derwent, a 
small tributary stream running through Swalwell, but which on 
this occasion, rushed down wiu astonishing strength and rapidity. 
By this alarming visitation, Mr. Thomas Potts, a farmer, of New- 
bum, lost a bay mare and a fine young horse. He was attempting 
to ford the river with a cart, a short way from his own residence, 
but the rush of water increasing at the moment, the animals were 
carried off their feet, and Mr. Potts thrown into the stream ; his 
progress was fortunately stopped by the whirling of an eddy round 
a quay near his &rm, from whence his bamman succeeded in re»- 
cmng him, though in a very exhausted condition. Some cattle 
belonging to Mr. Ramsay, on Derwent-haugh, were in great dan- 
ger during the Wednesday — a danger that became no less immi- 
nent to the men employed to turn them off, before they could be 
brought to swim for that purpose. A keel that was taking the 
turn of the river, between Stella and Lemington, was driven with 
great force on the eastern bank; and most of the houses on 
both sides of the river, had tlieir lower apartments flooded, and 
parts of their furniture either damaged or destroyed : a desk-bed 
was caught by a keelman named Curry, at Blaydon. An old 
woman was said to have been drowned near Wylam. There had 
not been so high a flood in the Tyne since December SOth, 1815, 
though Its effects were comparatively trifling. As stated before, 
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the river Tees rose to an unusual heieht; at Bamardcastle it 
flooded man^ of the houses, particular^ at Bridgegate, where 
during the night it swept away furniture, clothes, &c., from the 
inhabitants. The new bridge, building across the river at Whorl- 
ton, was entirely carried away, to the ruin of the unfortunate 
builders. See Jtme 9th, 1829. At Hexham, the whole of Tyne- 
green was overflown, and the lower rooms of many houses were 
under water. But deplorable as the effects of the storm were in- 
land, they were trivial compared with the devastation on the coast. 
During the Tuesday, above one hundred and fifty light colliers 
had arrived safely in Sunderland harbour, and several sailed again 
loaden, with a fine north-west wind and a smooth sea ; but during 
the night, the wind having shifted to the north east, a most tre- 
mendous sea came on, and morning presented one of the most 
awful spectacles witnessed there for man^ years. Day-light dis- 
covered four vessels lying on their broadsides on the south rocks, 
and by three o'clock p. m., there were fifteen vessels on shore and 
wrecked between the south pier and Hendon. About four o'clock, 
the Eleanor, of Monkwearmouth, which had sailed the day before 
for the northward, in putting back, sunk off the mouth of the bar- 
bour^ and all on board perished, consisting of a father and son 
named Hills, and two seamen, in sight of some thousands of specta- 
tors, unable to render the slightest assistance. The brig Thos. Fen- 
wick, of Shields, sunk in deep water off Sunderland, after having 
been abandoned by her crew. The William and Clio, of Sunder- 
land, with four other vessels, went on shore on Stranton sands, near 
Hartlepool. The sea was heavier at Blyth, than had been known 
for upwards of twenty years ; however, it did but partial damage, 
although at one time, the houses at Cowpen quay were nearly in- 
undated by the dyke giving way. A small vessel, laden with com, 
&c., struck on the rocks near Marsden, between Shields and Sun- 
derland ; she went to pieces, and all on board consisting of eight 
persons perished. They were seen to suffer by some pilots, who 
were not able to render them any assistance. 

1829^ Oct I4tj. — The new church in St. John Street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, with the 
usual formalities* The hon. and rev. Dr. Wellesley preached the 
consecration sermon from Mark, xvith. chap., 15th ver. Immediately 
after the above ceremony, the bishop consecrated a plot of ground 
that had been added to the burial ground adjoining the National 
school, Bishopwearmouth. 

October 16« — The commissioners for enquiring concerning pub- 
lic charities arrived in Newcastle, and commenced their labours at 
the Queen's Head inn, in Pilgrim-street. Invitation by public ad- 
vertisement had been previously given to all persons who could 
communicate information on the subjects of their enquiry. 

October 16. — About four o'clock on the morning, an alarming 
fire broke out in the stack-yard of Low Angerton iSist Farm, near 
Morpeth, occupied by Mr. William Lumsden, which in a short 
time completely destroyed ten stacks of wheat, eight of oats» one 
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of barleyi and three of hay, the whole crop of the farm I This ca- 
lamity woB supposed to have oriffinated in a stack of old<land hajr 
which appeared b> be much heated, and was observed smoking very 
much the [»'ecedmg day. The fire was discovered bv people at a 
distance) who hastened to the spot and found the ftmily asleep. 
Within an hour every stack in the vard was in flames, together , 
with the horse-house and outside woika of the thrashing machine, 
and the dreadful appearance of the fire at this time ^reatened 
the destruction of Uie whole of the premises j but by the great 
exertions of the neighbours, the dwelling-house and other buildings 
were preserved. Great damage was also sustained by the has^ 
removal of the furniture, Ac, no part of the property was insureoL 
The alarm created in the neighbourbood was very great, and people 
came to assist from all quarters, many of whom continued carrymjr 
water and otherwise assisting, from nve o'clock on the morning till 
eight o'clock at night. 

1829 / Oct n; — The foundation of the Muwc-hall in Blackett- 
•treet, Newcastle, was laid. It is the.proper^ of Mr. Richard 
Grainger, builder. 



Oeioher 18. — This day (Sunday) the first interment took place 
at the "Westoate Hill Genebal Cemetery." The ^ve 
which was about ten feet deep, was for the mortal remains of 
Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Joseph Ansus, who died on the 13th at 
Forth-terrace, in Newcastle. The Rev. Richard Pengilly, (minis- 
ter of the Baptist chapel, on the Tuthill-stairg, Newcastle,^ addres> 
ed the numerous spectators on the solemn occasion of their haviujg 
been brought together, and also on the necessitv of purchasing this 

rt of ground as a public depository of the dead. On the con- 
lion of Mr. Pengilly's address, the Rev. G. Sample, closed the 
■ervice with prayer. The ground which had been purchased of 
John Hodgson, esq., of ElswJck, upon vei^ liberal terms, consists 
of three acres of land at the Westgate, bemg the angle formed by 
the Carlisle-road, and Elswick-lane. This cemetery is laid out in 
an ornamental manner after the models of the celebrated Cimttiere 
dupere la Chaise, at Paris, and the lately formed cemeteries at 
Manchester and Liverpool. In this plac« of interment, there are 
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no restrictions as to rites and ceremonies, these are left entirdiy to 
the pleasure of siuriving friends. The ground had not been eon- 
seeriumi previous to interment, as the dissenters, with whom this 
new burial ground originated, ooosider the ceremony as qi4te un- 
necessary. The preceding wood cut shews the ground plan* 

1829 ( Oct. 19).^The new chapel at Ferryhill, in the county of 
Durham, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, and eal- 
kd St. Luke's-chapel. His lordship arriyed at eleren o'clock, at 
the house of Mr. Arrowsmith, whence, after having robed, he pro- 
ceeded attended by his chaplains, &c-, to perform the solemn e^e» 
mony, at the conclusion ot which, prayers were read by the rev* 
Thomas Bbdon, vicar of Merrington, in whose parish the chapel is 
situated. The right rev. prelate then preached an excellent ser^ 
Hion from Matthew, chap. xiii. verses 16 and 17. After the cere- 
mony was over, the bishop proceeded to Mainsforth, the hospitable 
mansion of Robert Surtees, esq., where an elegant cM collatiiMi 
awaited his lordship's arrival. This chapel, which is a plain stroc- 
tursv was built by subscriptions from the bishop of Durham, the 
rev. the dean of Durham, the dean and chapter of Durham^ Lord 
Crewe's trustees, the district diocesan committee for building and 
enlarging churches and chapels, the incorporated society for the 
enlargement and building of churches ami chapels, Sir Robert 
Eden, and a few smaller subscriptions. There is no endowment 
nor emolument of any sort. The curate of Merrington does duty 
and preaches here every Sunday evening. The design of the 
chapel was by Bonomi. There was an ancient chapel at Ferryhill, 
before the dissolution, dedicated to St. Ebbe, and a cell of two or 
three monks from Durham. They had a swanneiy where the 
morass now is, betwixt Thrblington, Ferrywood, and Mains* 
forth. 

October 24.— The elegant new church at the Berras-bridge, 
Newcastle, having been brought to its height, the last comer stone 
was laid by John Clayton, esa., accompanied by Mr. John Dobson, 
the architect, and some friends, on which occasion the bells of St. 
Andrew's church, rang several merry peals. The foundation atone 
of this ch^l was laid on the 27th of May, 1828, without a puUic 
ceremony. For the consecration of this chapel. See Oci6b€r IBik, 
18S0. 

October 24 and 26. — The skeleton remains of two humaii bodies 
were found in a part of the premises in Low Friar-street, New* 
castle, occupied by Mr. Jonathan Priestman, tanner, by the work* 
men employed in forming recesses for some new pits in the beck 
part of his tan-yard. They were embedded in a stratum of day, 
which had the usual loamy covering, tbout 4^ feet from the sw^ 
&ce. When discovered all their parts were connected, but oe ex- 
eosure to the air a considerable portion crumbled and separated 
into atoms. Not a vestige of any thing like a coffin was feued. 
Vulgar opinion immediateljr declared them to be the bodieaof 
murdered persons, but this is extremely unlikely, ibr they botii lay 
east and west in the mamierof die present mode of intermeati and 
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in the Baine straight positioo. The contiguity of this place to the 
monastery of the B]ack«friar8» confirms the supposition that it had 
been a burial place in monastic times. 

1829 fOet27J. — The Stockton and Darlington railway company^ 
opened the new branch of the raihoad, from Darlington to CroA. 
A liberal invitation to the neighbouring genUemen having been 
given by the company, numerous coaches drawn by one horse each 
and crowded with thuty to fifly passengers on each coach, as well 
as carrying many appropriate banners had an imposing effect. 
These coaches were followed by a train of waggonsy laden with coals 
from every different mine, for the supply of the North Riding of 
Yorkshire. The procession was truly mteresting. 

November 4.-^A fire broke out at the Red-house farm, near 
Mookwearmouth, occupied by Mr. Rennison, which in a short time 
consumed the whole of the outbuildings, and a great quantity of 

November 9^«-*The new road formed by the marquis of London* 
deriT, from Seaham harbour, was opene<L It is nearly a mile and 
a half in length, and joins die Sunderland and Stockton turnpike 
road immediately opposite the Mill inn, near to Seaham«lodge. It 
affords an easy access to the new town and harbour. 

November 18. — Died, at North Shiedds, Mrs. Ann Drybourg, 
aged 100 years. 

November 19.^-A meeting of a number of the principal mer« 
diants, drc, of Newcastle, was held at the Turk's Head inn, Geo. 
Simdforth, esq., mayor, in the chair, to consider of the necessary 
preliminary arrangements best calculated to promote the formation 
of an East India Association in that town. The meeting was ad« 
dressed by Mr. Buckingham, at considerable length, who concluded 
by recommending that a requisition signed by the company pre« 
sent, should be presented to the mayor, requesting him to call a 
public meeting at his convenience, in order to consider the pro- 
priety of forming an association, which might report the sense of 
this part of the country on the important question of renewing the 
East India Company's charter, when it came to be agitated in the 
ensuing session of parliament. A requisition to that effect, on the 
motion of James Losh, esq., seconded by George Forster, esq., 
was then adopted and most res(»ectably signed. The mayor ap- 
pointed the meeting to be held in the Guildhall, on Tuesoay tne 
first of December. A meeting lock place accordingly, which was 
attended by a numerous body of the most respectable merchants 
of the town and neighbourhood, George Shadforth, esq., nmyor, in 
the chair. James Losh, esq., in a speech of great length and bril- 
liancT, pointed out the advantages that would accrue to this coun- 
try if a ^ee trade with India and China were permitted. lie de- 
precated the policy of the East India Company, who not only did 
not put a check upon the barbarous superstitions of the Hindoos, 
but actually made a profit of them, and fiu* firom labouring to en- 
lighten and educate die vast population under their controul, from 
a narraw«minded jealousy, conceived tl^lt their empire was only to 
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be perpetuated by keeping them in ignorance. Mr. Buckingham 
also addressed the meeting, as did also Mr. William Armstrong. 
The various resolutions were then proposed and seconded, and an 
associadon was formed under the title of " The Newcastle East In- 
dia Association.'^ The fifty-nine gentlemen who signed the requi- 
sition to the mayor for conyening the meeting, constituted the 
committee. 

1829 fNov. 21 J, — ^A meeting of the mhabitants of North and 
South Shields, was held at the George Tavern, North Shields, 
Robert Spence, esq., in the chair, when an association was formed 
to be called, << The Shields East India Association," for the purpose 
of opposing the renewal of the East India Company's charter. 

November 22. — Died, at his house on the New-road, Newcastle, 
Mr. Thomas Coulthard, brewer, aged 50 years. He was unques- 
tionably the heaviest man in the district, and his coffin was in bH 
probability the lareest ever seen in Newcastle. It was made in the 
workshop of Mr. Thomas Sopwith, and its stupendous dimensions 
excited great astonishment in the numerous persons who were at- 
tracted by curiosity to see it. It contained upwards of 100 square 
feet of oak, and in bulk amounted to about 40 cubic feet. The 
external dimensions were the more extraordinary, as not induding 
space for any inner shell or leaden coffin, but barely for the body, 
they were as follows : — Length 6 feet 71 inches, breadth at the 
head 2 feet 11 inches, ditto at the shoulders 3 feet 5 inches, ditto 
at the feet, 2 feet 8 inches, depth 2 feet 4^ inches. He was inter- 
red in the burial ground of St Ann's chi^l, on the 24th of Novem- 
ber ; an immense concourse of people assembled to witness the 
ceremony. 

November 26. — A large temporary building erected in the Nuns' 
field, Newcastle, was opened by Mr. Ducrow, as an amphitheatre, 
to which his most chaste and classical performances and the won- 
derful feats of his beautiful stud of horses, attracted great crowds 
every evening. 

Same day, a meeting of the principal gentry of Newcastle, 
and Northumberland, was held in the Assembly-rooms, Newcastle, 
when it was determined to establish a club on the plan of the dub 
houses in London, to be called " The Northern Counties Club." 

December 2.— A public meeting, to form an East India Associa- 
tion, was held in the Assembly-rooms, Sunderland, in pursuance 
of a requisition to the magistrates, signed by sixty-five ship-owners 
and merchants of Sunderland. Bernard Ogden, esq., was called to 
the chair, and several gentlemen having addressed the meeting, 
which was very numerously attended, an East India Associatioa 
was unanimously agreed to. A vote of thanks was carried by ac- 
clamation to Mr. Buckingham, and that gentleman returned thanks 
in a very animated speech, which was received with great applause. 

December 3. — A numerous and highly respectable meeting of 
the subscribers and friends to the <^ Westgatb Hill Csmbtert,** 
was held at the Crown and Thistle inn, Newcastle, James Losh, 
esq., in the chair. . A report of the proceedings of the building 
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committee was read by the lecretaiy, the Rev. R. PenKilly, bj 
which it appeared that tufficient progress bad been made in the 
work to enabie the trustees to open the ground as a place of ia- 
tennent. Mr. Bruce moved a reeolutioo approving of Uie conduct 
of the building committee, which being seconded by Mr. Beau* 
mont, was earned unanimausly. Mr. John Fenwick, in moving the 
appointment of an additional trustee, took occasion to congratulate 
the meeting on Newcastle now possessing a cemeteijt which was not 
only highly creditable to the town, but which would have a most 
humanizing effect on the population. He thought that the re- 
mainder of the purchase money of the ground should be imme- 
diately paid, that the place should be lighted with gas — it was 
adminibly capable of this sort of defence, which he considered aa 
being more secure and more to be relied on than the ample walla 
and formidable railing that already surrounded the ground, that 
the chapel and sexton s house should be erected, and ^at the land 
tax should be redeemed. He remarked that this was important, 
as many gentlemen had been induced to increase their shares with 
a view to their having the power to express an opinion of the fit- 
ness or unfitness of any candidate to represent the county of 
Northumberland in parliament, and it was desirable that the voters 
in right of this ground should have the stumbling block of the land 
lax schedule talten out of their way, whenever they should come 
to the poll. He thouEht that £1,000. more would fully accomplish 
all those purposes, and as many of the friends of the measure had 
objected to tne trustees borrowing money, if any gentlemen would 
increase the number of their shares the money might at once be 
raised without resorting to that expedient. He canduded by urg- 
ing on the gentlemen present to enlarge the number of the shares 
taken by them. £400. was subscribed in the room, to which a 
considerable sum was afterwards added. 

1829 (Dec, 3j.—An unfortunate accident happened at Willing- 
ton colliery, near Newcastle, by which four men lost their lives hy an 
explosion accompanied by a rush of water from some old worlungs. 
UB clock 6ux on the north ude of Su 

! Nicholas' church, facing the wheat mar- 
ket, in Newcastle, was at five o'clock in 
~n the evening of December 5th, first light- 
i ed with gas. It is a simple but ingeni- 
f ous piece of mechanism, by which a 
semi-transparent plate of glass, forming 
' the dial, is illuminatedatanygiven time. 

J The wheel used for this purpose runs in 
the hour wheel of the clock, but having 
^ twice the number of teeth that the latter 
has, it hy that means acquires the necessary revolution of once 
only in twenty-four hours; then, having as many pins attached to 
it (for their number is regulated at pleasure) as there are hours to 
el^ise between the times of putting out and relisting the dial, 
they bear up a leveri as they revolve from hour to hour, which 
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keeps die oock of the gas-pipe closed ; until all of them getting 
|MSty and the point of the lever having no more pins to strike apoD« 
It of course descends, turns the cock, and (a little gas being left 

Salted throughout the day, by means of a pin-hole bored through 
e stop cock for the purpose}, there immediately becomes a fiill 
flame at any period previously calculated on. Mr. Paine, of Lon- 
don, is the patentee of this useful and interesting contrivance. It 
was executed at the expense of the corporation of Newcastle, on 
the public spirited conduct of which body it reflects consid^aUe 
credit. It forms a very interesting object on a dark night. The 
dial, which is glass, is eight feet in diameter, being' about two feet 
larger than that on the south ; the numerals are fifteen inches in 
length, and may be distinctly seen at a great distance. When first 
lighted, an immense concourse of people assembled to witness it, 
and the bells of the church were rung on the occasion. The orna- 
mented initial is a view of the west door of this structure^ and part 
of the interior. 

1629 (Dee. 8^.^— During the night, as Ralph Haswell, engineman, 
was guarding the rope at Winter's-lane ensine, on the Hetton 
Company's railway, he by some means slipt Tils foot, and came in 
contact with the drum on which the rope is wound, when the first 
turn of the rope passed over his right arm, and the next turn over 
his right foot, in this awful situation he had to remain for a con- 
siderable time, till at length another workman came to his aasist- 
anoe and stopped the engme, but not before nearly 400 fathoms of 
rc^ were wound over his arms and legs I Fortunately the rope 
never passed over his head, or he must have been crushed to death. 
Upwards of an hour elapsed before he could be extricated, and 
what was astonishing he was not much hurt, excepting his right 
arm, which was a g^ deal crushed. 

DecenUfer 19, — About nine o'clock at night, a pitman named 
Joseph Gardner, was found in the centre of a large water wheel 
attached to the mustard manufactory, in Pandon-dean, New- 
castle, in a very perilous situation. Mrs. Hedley, who resided on 
the premises, thinking she heard a noise in the null» took a light 
and proceeded to the spot ; on asking if any one were there> a faint 
voice replied, *< Yes, I m in the wheel." Assistance was immedi- 
ately procured, and the poor fellow was dragged out with great 
difficulty, through the machinery, drip[Mng with wet, and leav- 
ing his hat and one of his shoes in the dam, which were got 
out the next morning. His situation was truly dangerous ; lor had 
the wheel once turned round, which the weight of his body on 
either side would have efiected, he must have fidlen into the dam 
beneath, containing five or «x feet depth of water, or had he re- 
mained much longer exposed to the wet and cold, it was likely he 
would have perished, as he was very much exhausted when found. 
He had been drinking at the Head of the Side, and went home to 
supper with a man and a woman ; they were in another house, but 
he could not tell where : he had had 13 or 14 shiUings, butonly two- 
pence when found. He could not tell how he got into the wheel. 
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1829 (Dee. mj Died, in the city of Durham, Elinbeth 

MaiighaD» i^ed 100 years* 

December 26^ — An excellently finished and beautiful vessel calle d 
the ** GeorgeGreen," was launched from the dock-yard of Me80r8.W« 
Smith and Co., of St. Peter's^ North-shore, near Newcastle, intend- 
ed for the East India trade, and principally for passengers, her in- 
terior being fitted up with unusual neatness and elegance. She 
was bnilt in the firigate style, and for the oonvenience of her pas- 
sengers, the ports, which were thirteen in number on each side* 
had each a patent light in the centre, which hauled up for the ad-* 
mission of air into the cabins and lower deck ; she was also fitted 
with a double tier of windows in the stem and quarter galleries. Her 
extreme kni^h was 135 feet, and admeasured 586 register tons. 
Some beautifully carved woricon the stem represented the armorial 
bearings of the gentleman whose name she bore ; her cutwater was 
abo surmounted by a bust of the same indiTidual. She was the 
finest merchantman ever constracted in that port, and was consi- 
dered by scientific men to equal any London*built vessel. The 
ceremony of namii^ having been performed by Frederick Green* 
esq., at ronr o'clock the vessel was launched in the most imposing 
style, uoidst the loud cheers of the assembled spectators, and a 
salute of cannon. Notwithstanding the inclement season, numbers 
went from a considerable distance to witness the laundi. This 
beautifol vessel was totally lost on the 30th of January, 1830, en 
Hasbro' sand, on her passage from the Tyne to London. JSee Feb* 
ruary 28C^ 1831. 

2le0«ii6sr.^— Eight new bells arrived at Sunderland, from London^ 
for Sunderland church, two of them were a present from the redor 
Dr. Wellesley. They were run^ for the first time on New Years' 
eve, by the (iatesheaid union society of change ringers. The bells 
were justiy admired for their beautifol tone. The tenor bell 
weighed 14 cwt. 

1830 (Jan. 15^...-A kn^^ party of the maj^istrates of the county 
of Northumberland, the high and under shenfi^, several gentleaMO 
of the bar, officers of the court, and other professional gentlemen, 
dined together at the Assembly Booms in Newcastle, for the pur- 
pose of presenting to Thomas ClenneS, esq., the late diairman of 
the county, a splendid and richly worlud and ornamented silver 
caaddabrum, on a tripod pedestal, supported on three highly om»* 
mented fieet of the Roman dnracter. On one side, was me fis^ 
lowing inscription : — ** To Thomas Clcmidl, of Horbottle castle^ 
esq.* from the Custos Rotulorum, and die Justices of the Peace* 
the Oflicers and Legid Practitioners of the Court of Quarter Sea* 
sions of the County of Northumberiand, m Memoriid of his long, 
yewhwif, and efficient Services as Cbabrman, 1829." Onanotfaor 
side was Mr. Cknndl's arms, and on die third side die arms of 
die county ef Norduimberland, with the motto, ** Ldiertas et 
Nactak Sotom." The pillar was hi^y enridied in the same sindo 
of cwTwneat as the pniestBl, termmatiag in six bradcet braacnes 
and a centre light. It was presented by Charles WlUam Bigger 
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esq*! who had been elected January 15th, 1829» to succeed Mr. 
Clennell as chairman of the county. The value of it was said to 
be 250 guineas. It was manufactured by Messrs. Rundell and 
Bridge, of London. 

' 18S0 (Jan. 28 J. — Between ten and eleven o'clock at night a most 
destructive fire broke out in the extensive coach-manufactory of 
Mr. J. L. Angas, in Angas' Court, Bigg Market, Newcastle, which 
entirely destroyed the same, with the greatest part of the contents 
even before the fire engines could arrive. The fire, which was 
first seen to issue from above Mr. Angas' counting-house, was not 
got under till near four o'clock on the following morning (Friday). 
The fire soon extended to the houses in the court on the side of 
St. John's Lane, and three of them to the bare walls were destroy- 
ed, and also several workshops in the Fighting Cocks' yard on the 
opposite side of the court. The immense floor-cloth manufactory 
of Mr. Hardcastle, which towered above the houses on the west 
side of St. John's Lane, also soon caught fire in the roof, but fortu- 
nately, by the exertions of the firemen and others, it was extin- 
guished without extending downwards, or the whole square of 
buildings from the Nunsgate to the Assembly Rooms must have 
shared its fate. The windows of the houses on the west side of 
St. John's Lane caught fire by the heat from the burning mass on 
the opposite side, but by drivmg out the frames, and the playing of 
the engines upon them, they were saved from total detruction. As 
most of the neighbours were in bed when tlie fire was discovered, 
much distress occurred in their escape ; several were in their night 
clothes only, though the frost was very severe. The whole of Mr. 
Angas' stock, with the exception of a few carriages, got out of the 
yard, was destroyed. His workmen lost tools to the value of 100 
guineas. William Jones and his son, John Harrison, and John Wil- 
kinson, were among the greatest sufierers. Mr. Samuel Stokoe, who 
had a wine and spirit cellar in St. John's Lane, received damage 
one way or other to the extent of neariy £300., but he was for- 
tunately insured in the Newcastle Fire dffice for £1,000. When 
Mr. Stokoe first arrived on the spot, he found a gang of fellows who 
had broken into his premises, dnnking out of tubs which were filled 
out of the rum vat, and bottles from which they had broken the nedcs. 
He was laughed at when he attempted to stop their proceedings, 
and assailed with the most abusive language. One reeling wretch 
actually swore that he was Mr. Stokoe, and another with equal 
audacity personated his man I At twelve o'clock the fire had reach- 
ed the wine cellar, but the Newcastle engine, and the engine from 
the barracks arrested the progress of the fire in Mr. Stokoe's cel- 
lar. A house at the back of the buildings on the east side of St. 
John's Lane, near the church, occupied by Ralph Tully, a labourer, 
who had a wife and six children, was almost wholly demolished, Tolly 
saving nothing but a few old chairs. Another house about the 
centre of the lane on the east side, which had portions of Mr. 
Angas' manu&ctory at either end, and at the back, suffered severely, 
and being a numerously-tenanted dwelling, the confusion and dismay 
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were proportionably great. Of these tenantSt George Sayers, a 
a baaket-maker, with a wife and four children (the wife about to 
lie in again), lost all he had ; John Dixon, baker, whose wife was in 
a similar condition, saved only a few trifling articles ; Robert Eastont 
tailor, and his sister^ a straw hat-maker, suffered to a great amount, 
in clothes, straw plait, and furniture ; Thomas Jenkins, dyer, lost 
all but a few clothes and part of a bed ; as likewise did Joseph 
Atkinson, a blacksmith, whose wife, with her two children in her 
arras, were in the streets above an hour almost in a state of nudity ; 
Andrew Blather, blacksmith, and Henir Wylie, smoke doctor^ lost 
nearly all they possessed. In Angas' Court, Mr. Boyd, a super- 
visor of the excise, lost part of his furniture, and had a great deal 
broken ; his son had two leaders of his foot cut across, and when 
returning from Mr. Moore's, surgeon, where he got his wound dress- 
ed, stopped a man making off with his boots and two or three pairs 
of his shoes ; Mr. Carter, tailor, lost a feather bed and various 
other articles, including cloth, clothes, &c* Mr. Roberts, come« 
dian, who lodged with Mr. Carter, had several theatrical manuscripts 
and books destroyed. Mr. Hogg, hatter, suffered damage to the 
amount of £10. in his warehouse in the Fighting Cocks' yard. Mr. 
Charles Wallace, joiner and cabinet-maker, whose workshop was in 
great danger in the same yard, had many tools, mahogany veneers, 
Spanish curls, &C., taken away or broken ; in all he lost not less 
than £S5, worth of stuff. Several other individuals suffered, though 
in an inferior degree. None of the above mentioned persons, ex- 
cepting Messrs. Angas and Stokoe were insured. It was owing to 
the intrepidity of Abraham Wilson, a paviour, that the pipe of one 
of the engines reached the roof of Mr. Hardcastle's floor-cloth ma- 
nu&ctory. Wilson broke through the roof of a dwelling-house on 
the west side of St. John's Lane, and succeeded in placing a fire- 
man upon it, so that the latter was enabled to play on the building ; 
but the preservation of that stupendous building was attributed tp 
the unwearied exertions of Thomas Falcus and William Mills, two 
of Mr. Hardcastle's workmen, who succeeded in reaching the roof 
from the interior of the manufactory, and, aided by a number of 
their friends, and a plentiful supply of water from a Large reservoir 
in the premises, they succeeded in checking and eventually ex- 
tinguishing the flames without any very serious injury having been 
sustained, except in the partial destruction of that part of the roof 
which was actually on fire. A conflagration so direful in its conse- 
quences, had, it was supposed, never before occurred in Newcastle. 
The lofly and beautiful steeple of St. Nicholas' church being il]umi-« 
nated by the flames, had a most enchanting appearance. There 
was a subscription for the poor sufferers by this fire. As there had 
been such dreadful plundering during this calamity, the houses of 
various suspicious characters were afterwards searched, and several 
of the purloined goods were found. At the Spring Assizes, in 
March, Elizabeth Smith, aged 29 years, Jane Craggs, and Richard 
Beecher, aged 21 years, were each sentenced to be transported 
for 14 years, for stealing bedding, clothes, &&, at this fire. 

▼OL. II. N n 
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18S0 (Fth^^^J.^Axi inquest was held before Edward Hemdej, 
esq., coroner for Newcastle, on the body of a female child about five 
months old, name unknown. It appeared that the child had been 
left about eight o'clock the preceding evening, on the oute^ step of 
a house in the Salt Entry, in the Close, near the Bridge«end, nilljr 
dressed, and having also on a lilac speckled cloak and brown beaver 
hat, nearly new, with a bundle containing an abundance of excel- 
lent child's cloUiing, worth not less than £4. on one side of it, and 
a basket containing food and a child's tin pot with the name Ann 
upon it on the other. There was also a letter found in the bundle, 
of which the following is a copjr, viz.: — << When you get this little 
girl its unfurtnate mother will be no more deserted by an it 
inhuame father I had nothing left to suport it with oh do not 
forsak it and may the blesing of the alimighv showr down 
his choicest bleasings upon you is the Preaer of its unfumtate 
Mother." It was a remarkably fine child, and when found, was 
suffering under violent convulsive fits, brought on by being exposed 
to the weather. Mr. Hosegood, surgeon, was called in, and gave 
it every assistance : it lingered until six o'clock the following morn- 
ing, and then died. The jury returned a verdict of ^ Naiurci DeaA 
under vioieni contmlsive fits,* The child's name was supposed to 
be Ann Wilkinson. 

March 8. — The opening out of an Eg3rpdan mummy took place 
at the lecture*room of the Literary and Philosophical Society of 
Newcastle. The mummy, a female, brought from Egypt by Baron 
Denon, was presented to the Society by John Bowes Wright, esq^ 
who purchased it at the Baron's sale in Paris. It was opened by 
Messrs. Greenhow, Baird, and Fife, surgeons. The quantity of 
Nankeen coloured cloth in which it was enveloped weighed no less 
than 501b. 6oz. It took two hours to denude the body, which, when 
exposed and dissected, was found in a remarkably perfect state ; 
the hair upon the head was long and perfect, of a reddish tinge» but 
become grey, the teeth were white and perfect, the breasts were 
large and pendulous, reaching almost down to the spurious ribs. 
The colour of the mummy was a sepia brown, it was contained in 
two cases, apparently of sycamore wood, above two inches thidr, 
divided into equal portions, and in a state of considerable pres^- 
vation. This mummy, in its denuded state, is in a glass case, and 
placed in the gallery of the Library-room of the Literary and Phi* 
losophical Society. 

March 9. — The Rev. R. Wasney, A. M., preached his last ser- 
mon at St. Thomas' chapel, north end of Tyne-bridge, Newcastle, 
previous to the removal of that ancient structure, to widen the en- 
trance to the town. The corporation of the Trinity-house ver^ 
handsomely offered to accommodate the congregation with tbexr 
clmpel, until the new church at the Barras-bridge could be got ready. 

march 15. — An alarming fire took place in a thatched two story 
dwelling-house, situated at the west end of Tweedmouth, which 
occasioned the loss of two lives. One of the sufferers was Ann 
Aitchinson, 93 years of age, a rag woman, and in whose house 



Ji D. 1830.] REMARKABLE EVENTS. 27^ 

the fire originated ; the other was Alexander Tindil, 80 years of 
age» who resided alone in a room above that of Aitchinson's ; h^ 
could not be roused, and was very soon enveloped in the flames. 
The other occupants, twelve in number, escaped with their lives, 
but lost every thing they possessed. A subscription was entered 
into for their relief, having been reduced to a most deplorable 
state of destitution. 

1830 (March 19 J — Died, at Chester-le-Street, Mrs. Ann Wat- 
ion, widow, aged 101 years. 

April 18. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth Pans, Francis Donkin, 
keelman, aged upwards of 104 years. 

April 20. — A new fish-market, at Alnwick, erected at the ex- 
pense of his grace the duke of Northumberland, was opened on the 
above day, it being the anniversary of his grace's birth. 

April 26. — The old chapel of St. Thomas k Becket, at the north 
end of Tyne-bridge, Newcastle, was commenced being pulled down, 
and on me 21st of June were commenced being erected on its site, 
a range of stone buildings, consisting of shops and apartments above 
them. These erections ought in justice to be called St. Thomas' 
Buildings which would perpetuate the site whereon stood the ancient 
chapel dedicated to that assassinated prelate. These buildings, 
which are placed 17^ feet back from the line of the front of the old 
chapel, have made a great improvement in the turn from the bridge 
to the Sandhill, which before was inconveniently narrow and ex- 
tremely dangerous to passengers. 

April 28. — A petition to the king from Mr. Thomas Drummond, 
pitman, of Painsher, claiming the titles and dignities of the earl of 
Perth, in Scotland, which were forfeited by the attainder of his 
grandfather, James Drummond, commonly called the " duke of 
Perth," for having joined in the rebellion in Scotland in the year 
1745, was by virtue of his majesty's order of reference, presented to 
the house of lords, and was referred by their lordships to a com- 
mittee of privileges. The circumstances attending the claim of 
this poor pitman were said to be of a nature more interesting than 
any hitherto brought before the public. See June 20M, 1831. 

May 1. — A large party of gentlemen, including a portion of 
the committee of management of the Stockton and Darlington 
railway company, a number of proprietors, the chief clerk, secretary, 
and other officers of the company, and several other individuals, set 
off from Darlington, in several railway coaches, carrying flags with 
appropriate mottoes and devices, to open the Haggar Leazes 
Branch, which diverges from the trunk of the railway at West 
Auckland, and extends westward to Cockfield Fell, and thence in 
the direction of Butterknowl colliery, in all a distance of five miles. 
The party were met at the foot of the inclined plane, near to West 
Auckland, a little before eleven o'clock, by Mr. Storey, the chief 
engineer of the company, and a considerable body of spectators, who 
had assembled to greet them on their arrival. Ihe West Auckland 
band of music, seated in waggons provided for their convenience, 
having joined them, and a procession having been formed, it moved 
finrward at a brisk pace. On entering upon the branch, the band 
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Struck up ** God save the Kinfff* and the populace, at that time still 
further augmented, gave three hearty cheers. Several ladies hav- 
ing, after a short delay, joined the procession, the word to advance 
was again given, and the whole body of carriages and people pro- 
ceeded up the railway to the point of destination. Tne weather 
being extremely favourable, the number of spectators continued 

fradually to increase until they amounted to between 2,000 and 
,000. This branch was finally completed and opened with great 
eeldt, October the Sd, 18S0. 

l8S0/May UJ, — The foundation stone of a diapel for the use 
of the Unitarian Christians, was laid in Bridge-street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, by the Rev. William Turner, of Hanover-square chapel, 
Newcastle. Mr. Turner delivered an address on the occasion to 
the persons assembled to witness the ceremony. 

Same day, died, in South-street, in the city of Durham, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hodgson, aeed 102 years. 

May 15. — At the distribution of prizes at the conclusion of the 
medical session of the university of London, which took place on 
the above day, in the lower south Theatre, Sir James Graham, 
bart, in the chair, silver medals were awarded to Mr. Thomas G. 
Wright, of Stockton, for his proficiency in the classes of physiology 
and midwifery, and a certificate of honour in surgery. This young 
man served his apprenticeship with Mr. M'Intyre, surgeon, in 
Newcastle. 

May 19 — This day (Wednesday), and the two following, there 
were horse races on the island called the King's Meadows, in the 
river Tyne, a little west of Newcastle. Tents were erected on the 
island, and various shows, &c. on the north shore opposite, which 
drew together a vast number of people. There was also a regatta 
upon the river. 

May 24. — The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid at Win* 
laton, in the county of Durham, by the Rev. J. Curtis, of the Metho* 
dist New Connexion, after which an appropriate discourse was 
delivered to a great number of persons assembled to witness the 
ceremony. 

June 28. — The melancholy intelligence of the death of his late 
majesty king George IV. was received in Newcastle on the mom* 
ing of the above day (Monday), and as early as six o'clock the bells 
of the several churches began to toll minute-time, and continued 
to do so alternate hours throughout the day. The flag on the 
castle was hoisted half stafP high, as were also the colours of the 
several vessels in the river ; most of the shops were closed or par- 
tially so, and the performances at the theatre were discontinued 
for that and the following evening. The flag on the castle retain- 
ed its mournful position until after the interment of his late majesty 
took place. 

Same day, as soon as the melancholy intelligence of his late 
majesty's demise was known at Sunderland, the flags were hoisted 
half staff high upon the steeples of the churches of Sunderland, 
Bishopwearmouth, and Monkwearmoutfa, and the bells were tolled 
without intermission until sunset The vessels in the harbour also 
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ditplayed their colours half mast high on this mournful occasion, 
and Uie theatre was closed. The ccnours continued in that state 
till the period of his late majesty's interment. At the various other 
towns in Northumberland and Durham, every mournful token of 
respect was shewn on this melancholy occasion 

Same day, died, in the Friars, Newcastle, Mrs. Sarah Clark, aged 
101 years. 

18S0 (June SO J, — Being the day appointed by George Shadforthy 
esq., mayor of Newcastle, for the proclamation of his majesty, William 
the Fourth, a troop of the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer 
cavalry, and a company of the dismounted yeomanry, proceeded to 
the Sandhill shortly after eleven o'clock, where they formed into 
two lines for the purpose of escorting the civil authorities in the 
procession. At twelve o'clock a royal salute was fired firom the 
castle, the bells of the different churches ringing merrily. A de- 
tachment of the artillery, and a troop of the Sd light dragoons, 
stationed at the barracks, then arrived, and formed in front of the 
local corps. At this period the scene was one of unusual animation, 
the day was uncommonly fine, and every window and house top 
which commanded a view of the spot were crowded to excess, and 
the Sandhill, outside the military lines, was one dense mass of 
spectators. The firing of the castle guns having ceased, the right 
worshipful the mayor, accompanied by the recorder, sheriff, under 
sheriff, several of the clergy, and a number of the gentlemen of the 
common council came down from the Guildhall to the Sandhill, 
preceded by the flaff, mace, and sword of the corporation. The 
trumpet having sounded, the proclamation was read by Mr. Thomas 
Forsyth, the town-marshal, at the conclusion of which the band 
played << God save the Kinfff' and the populace joined in three 
times three cheers. The procession then moved slowly up the 
Side in the following order :-— 

DngooDs in double files. 
Kojal Artillery. 
Dismounted Volunteers in double files. 
^ . Constables. 

S S Free Porters with halberts. 

j^'-B Music 

^.S Sergeants at' Mace, 

'8 e Corporation Flag. 

Two Trumpeters. 
Town-marshal with Proclamation. 

Begalia. 
iiOmcerl^ < Officer, 
m command. J *"*"/«*• | commanding. 
Aldermen. Recorder. 

Aldermen. Aldermen. 

Sfaerifik 
Under Sheriff. Town Clerk. 

Clergy, 

Common Councilmen, Ac. 

Dismounted Volunteers in double files. 

Volunteer Dragoons in double files. 

Op arriving in St. Nicholas' Square, the proclamation was repeated* 
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M it was afterwards at the White Cross. The retinue then re- 
turned to the Guildhall by Blackett-street, Pilgrim-street, &c^ and 
the civil authorities having withdrawn, the military returned to 
their stations. The bells continued to ring throughout the re- 
mainder of the day, and shortly after seven o'clock in the evenings 
another royal salute was fired from the castle. A royal salute was 
also fired from the ordnance stationed at the barracks. In the 
etrening the worthy chief magistrate gave a grand dinner at the 
mansion-house (it being common council day), to the members of 
the council, the members of the chamber of Commerce, the mili- 
tary officers who had taken part in the business of the morning, and 
several private friends. The whole number present was between 
seventy and eighty gentlemen, who all appeared in full mourning. 
After the removal of the cloth, the chairman (Mr. Mayor) rose, 
and requested the company to fill a bumper, adding with much 
emphasis of manner, ^* To the health of our Most Gracious Sove- 
reign, Kino William the Fourth — long life to him and pros- 
perity to his reig^ !** Tliis toast was drunk with great enthusiasm, 
followed by four times four cheers. Many other loyal and appro- 
priate toasts and speeches were given, and shortly after ten o'clock 
the company separated, highly gratified with the hospitality of the 
worthy chief magistrate. His present majesty is a free burgess of 
tliis town. See vol* t. page 355. A copious account of the death, 
&c., of his late majesty, die proclaiming of King William IV., and 
the proceedings in Newcastle on these occasions, with copies of all 
the bills, circulars, &c., may be had of John Sykes. 

1830 (June SOJ^ — His present majesty, king William IV. was 
proclaimed in the barrack-yard, at Sunderland, by the officers of 
the depdt of the 80th regiment, and ^feu de Joie was fired by the 
soldiery. 

July 3. — Ilis majesty was proclaimed at Sunderland on the above 
day (Saturd^), at noon by the magistrates. 

July 5. — The ceremony of proclaiming his majesty took place at 
Durham, under the centre of the Piazza in the market-place, at 
one o'clock, by T. Griffith, esq., the under sheriff, accompanied by 
the mayor and aldermen in their robes, with the different trades' 
banners, halberdiers, constables, sheriff^s officers, trumpeters, &c. ; 
there were also present the bishop of Bristol, Rev. W. S. Gilly, 
Rev. C. Thorp, prebendaries of Durham, and a great concourse of 
citizens and inhabitants. The proclamation was afterwards read at 
the high side of the market, the procession tlien moved to the front 
of the county courts, at the head of Old Elvet, where the procla- 
mation was repeated. Similar proceedings took place at all the 
other towns in Northumberland and Durham. 

July 6. — Between four and five o'clock on the morning, a fire 
broke out in the candle manufactory of Messrs. Green and Son, 
Gateshead. At first the progress of the flames was very alarming, 
but by speedy assistance they were fortunately subdued, after doing 
damage to the amount of between £200. and £300. The fire was 
sof^posed to have originated firom a beam in one of the gable ends, 
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which had a commuoication with the flue of a furnace. A large 
stock of empty boxes, &c^ laid up for winter use in lofts above the 
manufactory, was destroyed, and many candles and other things 
damaged. A quantity of spirits was in the adjoining premises, se- 
parated, however, from the fire, by a mass^y stone wall. Had the 
flames got an entrance there, the destruction must have been im- 
mense, and the danger of the houses in the neighbourhood propor- 
tionably increased. The property was fully insured. 

18S0 (July 15 J4 — The day appointed for the interment of his 
late majesty king George IV^ at Windsor, Newcastle presented an 
appearance of solemnity in strict accordance to the wishes of the 
chief magistrate. The magistracy went in solemn procession to 
St. Nicholas' church, preceded by the regalia covered with black 
crape. The free-masons and the orangemen went also in proces- 
sion to the same edifice, the former according to the order in their 
circular, << Costume — Black, with black gloves, and regulation 
aprons," and the latter with orange rosettes in their breasts. St. 
Nicholas' church, on this occasion, was crowded to excess, many 
persons having to retire for want of accommodation. The pulpit 
was covered with black cloth, as were also the pews occupied by 
the magistrates. A very elegant escutcheon of the royal arms, 
with emblems of mortality, was placed in front of the organ gallery, 
the whole having a solemn and imposing appearance. An excel- 
lent sermon, suited to the occasion, was preached by the Rev. John 
Dodd, xicar, from Psalm 97tli, verses 1st and 2d. The beautiful 
marble monument and inscription, to the memory of the late Rev* 
John Smith, vicar of Newcastle, which had recently been placed in 
this church, seemed to attract attention. See January 22df 1826. 
A procession of odd fellows went to St. John's church, where 
prayers were read. All business was suspended at the Custom- 
house, Literary and Philosophical Society, &c. Various muffled 
peals were rung during the day, the artillery stationed at the bar- 
racks fired minute guns during one hour in the evening, and minute 
guns were fired from the castle for one hour before sunset, when 
the solemnities of the day terminated. Mournful observances of 
this day took place in all the towns and many of the villages in 
Northumberland and Durham. 

Jufy 27. — A live cattle market was held for the first time, on 
a piece of ground on the west side of the Forth, Newcastle. There 
was a large and choice supply of cattle, and a considerable supply 
of sheep and lambs. The number of the former about 130, and of 
the latter 900. Nearly the whole were sold. This market, which 
is held on the Tuesday in every week, was established by the Cor- 
poration of that town, who very generously announced that no 
charges would be made for pens, &c. 

August S.-i-A dreadful explosion of hydrogen gas took place in 
Jarrow colliery, at about twenty minutes before six o'clock on the 
morning, when forty-two men and boys were deprived of life. 
Twenty-one of the men were marriedi leaving widows and six^- 
lix children* There were one hundred and twenty men in the 
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miney of whom seventy were in the Bensham seam where the blast 
took place. Ten more were much injured, and two horses were 
killed. It appeared on the inquest that the miners had broken into 
a crack or fissure in the coal, whence the inflammable gas suddenly 
issued, and was ignited by some negligence in the use of the Davy 
lamp, as the mine was well ventilated just before. 

1830 fAuff. nj. — Died, at Sunderland, in the Minories, Mrs. 
Ann Erskine, aged 104 years. 

Augtut 21* — The new market, at Sunderland, was opened diis 
day (Saturday) to the public, for the sale of butchers' meat, fish, 
poultry, vegetables, &c. &c. The commissioners under the paving 
and lighting act, walked in procession from the commission room 
to the market place, at six o clock on the morning, when Mr. Caleb 
Wilson briefly addressed the spectators, declaring the market open 
for the sale of the above articles. About forty gentlemen, com- 
missioners and others, dined together in celebration of the event, 
at the Golden Lion inn, on Tuesday the 24th, Sir Cuthbert Sharp 
in the chair. 

August 22^ — ^Thc new gallery and organ in the Catholic chapel, 
at North Shields, erected at the expense of the pastor, were 
opened, on which occasion several pieces of sacred musics by 
eminent composers, were performed on the organ. Sermons were 
also preached on the morning and in the evening, by the Rev. 
Thomas Gillow, in a very impressive manner. The chapel was 
crowded to excess. At the same time was uncovered, at the altar, 
a large picture of the crucifixitm, painted by Ramsay, a compoai- 
tion of several figures larger than life, painted with great truth and 
brilliancy of effect The cost of this picture was defrayed by vo* 
luntary subscriptions, in which Protestants as well as Catholics 
joined. 

AuguH 25. — This day (Wednesday) between twelve and one 
o'clock, arrived in Newcastle, the extraordinary stage performer. 
Miss D'Jeck, the Siamese elephant. Mr. Nicholson, the manager 
of the theatre royd in that town, having entered into engagements 
with Mr. Yates, for the performance of this animal upon the stage, 
it was intended to brins her from Edinburgh, where she had been 
performing, by the Ardincaple steam vessel sailing between Leith 
and Newcastle, but the high sea preventing the vessel from sailing 
in time, the elephant set out from Edinburgh in the evening of the 
21st on foot, and walked the whole of the way from that city to 
Newcastle, a distance of about 120 miles. An immense concourse 
of people had assembled at the Barras-bridge, &c., Newcastlie, to 
witness her entry. She had excited ^eat curiosity on the road. 
The animd, which was about ten feet m height, was escorted into 
the town by thousands of curious attendants, among whom she 
gravely kept her way, preceded by her keeper, without rope or 
chain, and wiUi perfect indifference. She proceeded by Pilgrim- 
street and Modey-street, to the theatre (the stage door of which 
had been increased for her ingress), and exhibited her wonderful 
performances the same evening, without shewing any signs of 
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latigue. The following was said to be her daily coDSumption, vh :— « 
761b8. of potatoes, 601bs. of hay, 601bs. of straw, 1 1 quartern 
loaves, a bushel of bran, and a bushel of oats, and water in propor- 
tion. The keeper would allow her to take as much wine and beer 
88 any one chose to give her, but spirits were forbidden. This 
noble animal was of a light colour and ver^ fat She had such an 
aversion to a carriage, that nothing could mduce her to enter one. 
Whilst the elephant was at Morpeth, on her road to Newcastle^ 
she killed one of her attendants, an Italian, named Baptiste Ber- 
nard. This man, in a state of intoxication, diree years before, had 
stabbed the trunk of this noble animal with a fork, and otherwise 
ill used her, in consequence of which, she ever after regarded him 
with cross looks, but had never a fair opportunity of takmg her re- 
venge until at Morpeth, when he happening to be alone with her, 
she grasped him round the waist with her trunk, broke his ribs, and 
crushed him so much, that he vomited blood and died two days 
afterwards. On the expiration of her engagement at Newcastle» 
she was shipped from tnence in the London steam-vessel, for the 
metropolis. 

1880 fSqU. 9;.— Died, at Clapham-rise, Surrey, William Bul- 
mer, esq., aged 73 years, a native of Newcastle. The name of 
Bulmer is at once associated with all that is correct and beautiful 
in tjrpography, and all that celebrity which for so many years has 
belonged to the Shakespeare press. In him it may be truljr saidy 
that the art of printing has been deprived of one of its brightest 
ornaments ; as a proofit is onl v necessary to enumerate the beau- 
tiful edition of Goldsmith and Pamell's poems, and Somervile's 
Chase, with wood cuts by Messrs. Thomas and John Bewick. 

SwUmber 9« — ^Died, at Greenfield, near Alnwick^ Mr. John 
Henderson, aged 101 years. 

September 10. — ^A very serious accident happened at Morpeth. 
There were some mountebanks who had been performing on the 
south side of the river on what is called the High-stanners, and 
after the performances were over, as the crowd was returning by 
the chain bridge at the foot of Aldgate, it came down with a tre- 
mendous crash, and from two hundred to three hundred persons 
upon it at the time, were precipitated into the river. The Scene 
of confusion that ensued baffled description. One boy had his leg 
brdcen, another boy his thigh, and several persons were seriously 
injured, but happily no lives were lost The accident was ocea^ 
stoned by some idle fellows jumping upon the bridge when much 
crowded. 

September 19.— The Catholic diapel, in Pilgrim-street, Newcas- 
tle, was re-opened for divine worship, after having undergone a 
thorougli pain tingK gilding, &C., and with the addition of side gal- 
leries. Two finely relieved representations of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, (executed by Mr. J. Ewbank,) were painted, one on each 
side of the altar ; they are imitations of statues standing in niches 
in the wall, and froni the judicious distribution of liffht and shade, 
have an imposing effect. Selections of vocal and instrumental 
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music were performed^ and collections made towards defirajing the 
expenses, amounting to nearly £50. 

18S0 (S^L 22^.^The new Catholic chapel at Hexham, was first 
opened for divine worship, when a Pontifical high mass was ede- 
brated by the right r^v. Dr. Penswick, of Liverpool, assisted bj 
several clergymen, and a sermon was preached by the rev. F. 
Trappes, of Lea-house, near Preston, when a collection was made 
in aid of the funds of the chapel, and for building a school. There 
was a very respectable and numerous attendance. The cfaoristersy 
vocal and instrumental, performed several fine pieces of musicy 
under the direction of Mr. Haupt, of Newcastle. The sum collect* 
ed amounted to upwards of £30. 

September. — Some workmen employed in levelling a part of the 
Newcastle road, about a mile and a half east of Hexham, found, 
a little beneath the surface of the ground, the skeleton of a mm, 
which had apparently lain there a long time, and had been depo- 
sited with much care, a grave having been formed of large stones set 
up in such a manner as to prevent the earth from coming in imme- 
diate contact with the body. 

September. — At this time Hexham church was undeigmng 
very important alterations in its interior, in being re-pewed and fit- 
ted up with stoves and flues for heating it. The workmen, in 
clearing a piece of ground lying between the south transept and 
the side entrance to the choir, where the boiler was to be placed, 
uncovered a number of ancient tombstones of a description exactly 
similar to that of John Malerbe, described and illustrated with an 
engraving in Wright's History of Hexham, They were very uni- 
form in size and figure, being coffin-shaped and presenting no in- 
scription but the name, which ran length-ways along the centre of 
the stone in old characters, but peifectlv legible. The masons 
used part of them in carrying on the repairs of the church. 

This month, in digging a grave near the north wall of Tyne- 
mouth abbey, a rude stone coffin was discovered, in which two 
human bodies had been deposited. One of the skeletons, on the 
air being admitted, immediately crumbled to dust, whilst the other 
who had been a person of superior magnitude, remained perfect a 
considerable time. 

October 6. — A bazaar for the benefit of the infant schools in 
Newcastle, was opened at the nev^ Music-hall, in Bhickett-streety 
built by Mr. Richard Grainger, who generously save the use of it 
for the occasion. This splended room was neatly decorated with 
festoons of evergreens and flowers. The stalls (twelve in number) 
were arranged up each side of the room and across the ends, on 
which were placed fancy articles of every description, many of them 
most tastefully and superbly got up, and furnished by the ladies 
and friends to the institution. The stalls were attended by ladies 
of the first distinction and respectability of the town and the neigh- 
bourhood ; amongst whom were lady Ravensworth, and the hon. 
Misses Liddell, Mrs. Richmond, Mrs. Bell, of Woolsington ; Misses 
Bell, of Benton ; Misses Bell,of Newbiggin ; Mrs. Allied, Mrs. R. 



A. D. 18S0.] REMARKABLE EVENTS. 283 

Hedley, Mrs. Cresswell Baker, Mrs. Dr. Headlam, Miss Lorainey 
Mrs. George Carr, and the Misses Carr, Mrs. Vivian, the Misses 
Brougham, Mrs. Anthony Clapham, Mrs. Bragg, Miss Surtees, 
Miss Forster, Mrs. Captain Dale, Misses Ormston, Miss Dodd, 
Ac &c. This being the first bazaar ever got up in that town, and 
for such a noble purpose, it excited very great interest, and Ions 
before the time of opening the room, the n'ont was crowded with 
beauty and fashion, anxious to gain admittance. During the whole 
of the time the bazaar was open, the room was crowded with visi- 
tors, and many could not get admission. The receipts the first 
day were j£^420., including jS85. 5s. for entrance ; on the second 
day, d225. including iCSl. 1#. for entrance, making the gross re- 
ceipt on the two days, j£645. Mrs. Wentworth Beaumont, sent a 
donation of £5, Mrs. and Miss Craster, Hady patronesses), £5, 
A friend to infant schools by Mrs. Heaalam, £5^ and a friend 
to early education, by Mrs. Burnett, £2. 2s. making the total of 
jf662. 2s. The ladies kindly condescended to give their attend- 
ance another day, to dispose of the articles unsold. The third 
day's receipt amounted to iC50. ISs. making the total sum received 
on the three days, £712. 15#. 

ISSO^Oct lij. — The lord bishop of Carlisle, consecrated « piece 
of ground which had been liberally given to the parish of Alnwick, 
by his grace the duke of Northumberland, for the enlargement of • 
the church yard, it being in an excessively crowded state. 

October 19. — The hon. and right rev. Dr. Percy, lord bishop of 
Carlisle, proceeded from the mansion-house, of Newcastle, to con- 
secrate the new chapel of the hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, at 
the Barras-bridge. His lordship was attended by the right wor« 
shipful the mayor (Archibald Reed, esq.), aldermen, town clerk,- 
and other civic office^ and by the rev. the vicar of Newcastle, and 
several clergymen, and gentlemen. The procession occupied five 
carriages, and was preceded by the sergeants at mace on foot. On 
tha entrance of the prelate and cortege to the chapel, the mem- 
bers of the Newcastle and Gateshead choral society sung the cho- 
rus ** Lift up your heads,'' accompanied by Mr. Ingham on the 
piano forte, and by a small band of music led by Mr. Bagnall. 
His lordship advanced to the communion table, on the north side 
of which he sat down, while the clergy and corporation officers oc» 
cupjed the seats nearest the east end of the building. After the 
petition from the master and brethren of St. Thomas' hospital pray- 
ing his lordship to consecrate the chapel, had been read, his lord- 
ship proceedea to the business of the consecration. The deed of 
consecration was afterwards read by the Rev. James Raine, of 
Durham, as the representative of the chancellor, and the bishop 
having signed it ordered it to be duly registered. The Rev. Mr. 
Wasney, then proceeded with the morning service, and the proper 

dms and lessons appointed for the consecration of churches, the 
lOp reading the communion service. The Rev. R. Clayton, 
master of the hospital, then preached a very af)propriate sermon,^ 
from Revelationsi chap* 21st. verse 3d. On its conclusion, the' 
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choral lociety sung the Hallelujah churns, and after the great body 
of the congregation had departed, the bishop administered the u- 
cranient to thuse who wished to be partakers of it. This clegaot 
chajKl called, St. Thomas's, was not quite finished, but the ca*t wia- 
dow of stained glass, manufactured by Mr John Gibson, oTNew- 
cantle, excited much admiration. The window is in three diritioBs, 
Bt'thc top of the centre one, are the arms of the corporation, whiitt 
the division on the north displays the arms of the preseat nuuter 
of the hospital, and the south those of George Anderson, eiq., a 
liberal benefactor to the building of the chapel. The chapel was 
first Opened for divine service on the 7th of November, ISSOi 



1830 f Oct. 25 J — The first horse and cattle fair was held at 
Morpeth. It was to be held half yearly ; the second fair, was held 
on the 21th of March. 1831. 

Mvembtr 11— Darlington was first lighted with gas. 

NovoAber 12 — Died, in the parish of Bywell, St. Peter, North- 
umberland, Mr. George Stobart, aged 101 years. 

November 28 — About six o'clock in the evening of this day 
(Sunday), some wicked incendiaries set fire to a barn, in the occu- 
ration of Mr. Hodgson, butcher, at Swalwelj, in the coun^ of 
Durham, by which it was entirely destroyed. As there was at tfiia 
time an incalculable destruction of farmers' and other property in the 
southern counties by diabolical incendiaries, the magistrates of the 
county of Durham came promptly forward and offered a reward of 
900 guineas for the Apprehension of the ofl^der or oAtiders. As 



Swing letters* ttod bumiogs are so lamentably prevalent at the 
present day, it may not be uninteresting to give a copy of a Swing 
letter of nearly a century ago. At the a^^es for Durham, in the 
year 1734, John Elcoate, of Carr-house, was tried for sending the 
Ibliowing threatening letter to Henry Vane, esq. : — *< Janawary 
8, 1734. Sir, These lines is to clere the innocent and not discry 
the gulty, know thou that we ware 4 that brunt Carrhouse out of 
spite of the Vanes and their 2 stewards because they had sebed 
on his com and what he had and for breaking all our leases by 
which we who ware worth 1500 pounds when our leases was 
broken is not bow worth 15 farthins. We did attempt three times 
before we got it done, the first time was put by Helcoate self and 
the next by a showre of rain. 3d time it took fire but the wind was 
to slowy but the 4th paide for all, but the wind was so great that 
the hay at the west end would not keap fire» or else the house had 
gone too, that wold done it» for we knew as he had marked all he 
was to make all good, but we do not feare but burn house and all 
before 12 months be at end and except you will do 2 things that 
is turn out Dixon and Tom Hutchinson from being stewards and 
use mercy to poor Helcoate or else by G-d we will not leive 
a bam between Pearse bridge and Langly dale. Be how it will by 
G-d if they keep their places they shall never dye with their 
shows oC Facewel ; fulfil our desires if thou wil save thy homes 
and Barnes from fire.** The result of this trial is not stated. 

1830 rJke. 27 J — The Stockton and Darlington railway suspen- 
sion briage, erected over the river Tees, near Stockton by Captaut 
Brown, K. N., was opened. The foundation stone was laid on the 
18th July, 1829. It is calculated that this bridge will sustain a 
weight of 150 tons. At the same time an immense entire coal* 
weighing upwards of two tons, was sent down by this railway, to 
Middieborough, from the Black Boy colliery, to be shipped for the 
London market ; and which, when broken, was calculated to. make 
two London chaldrons. 

1831 (Jan,SJ. — ^Died, at the High Fellmg, near Newcastle* 
Ruth, widow of Mr. Wm. Hays, of Uiat place, cooper, aged 108 
years. She retained her faculties until within two days of her death* 
and lived and died in the same house in which she was bom. 

Jiantiary 9^ — A serious calamity had nearly befallen the parish 
church at Waricworth, in Northumberland, by the destruction of 
that ancient edifice, which, however, was providentially prevented 
by the oorobined and prompt exertions of the inhabitants. The 
flues had been heated three days previously,, which rendered the 
wood near them exceedingly susceptible of ignition ; and about half* 
past five o'clock in the evening of the above day (Sunday), it was 
discovered that a pew under which one of the flues passed was im 
flames. The alarm was instantly given, and nearly the whole po- 
pulation> assembled, and in about an hour the fire was suppressed', 
with only the partial destmctton of the pew where it conunenced. 

The same month, a Gt^ was^ discoveved in the diurch^ at WaUs» 
end, in Northuraberiandy but by timely assistance it wasextmguished 

* So csUed on account of the signature '* Swing** being at theni* 
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afler one pew was burnt. This fire had also originated in the 
flue. 

18S1 (JanAO) The ri^hthon. Lord 08Sulston,attainedhi821st 

vear, on which occasion, instead of the usual general festivities, 
his lordship decided upon distributing charity to the necessitous 
poor, on the extensive estates of the earl of Tankerville, which was 
done munificently. Blankets, clotliing, coals, and a donation in 
money, were distributed to each necessitous family. Thus, at that 
inclement season of the year, the poor at Chillinghamy Wooler, and 
Doddington, in various ways received a kind and liberal bene&c- 
tion, as did also the poor of Embleton and Wark, in donations of 
money. His lordship's numerous labourers at Chillingham, were, 
upon the occasion, r^aled with beef and ale, for which purpose 
three of the wild cattle (a breed now peculiar to the park at Chil- 
lingham, this ancient breed of cattle having been every where else 
lost), were shot, a portion of which, as well as furnishing the 
labourers' dinner, was distributed to every poor family in the parish* 
After having been plentifully refreshed with beef and ale, and hav- 
ing drunk with enthusiasm the healths of the various members of the 
house of Tankerville, particularly that of << Long life and happiness 
to the noble heir of the house," the labourers invited their wives 
and sweathearts to a dance in which the domestics of the castle 
joined, and which was kept up with great mirth and eood humour 
to a late hour. There was also a dinner i^rovided for the domestics 
of Chillingham castle on the occasion, at which hilarity and satisfiic- 
tion prevailed. 

January 22.— A melancholy accident happened at Messrs. 
Stephenson and Co's. steam engine manufactory, in South-street, 
Newcastle. Some of the workmen had been employed in weighmg 
the materials of an engine about to be sent away, and on taking 
down the scales from a pair of sheer-legs, the latter fell over, and 
struck Mr. John Stephenson (brother to the celebrated engineer) 
with such force against a vice, that his head was fractured, and he 
died instantly. Verdict, accidental death. The deceased was 42 
years of age, and left a widow and four children. Nearly 200 of 
his friends and the workmen of the manufactory attended his funernJ. 

January 28. — A very intense frost set in at Newcastle and the 
neighbourhood, which continued until Tuesday, February the first, 
when a heavy snow storm set in, accompanied by a tremendous 
gale of wind from the S. £., which covered the country with snow 
to the mean depth of three feet. The mail coach from London to 
Edinburgh could set no furUier than Morpeth on the following 
mominff, the road north of that place being completely blocked 
up, and in many places from four to six yards deep, but the bags 
were forwardea on horseback. The coaches from Newcastle to 
Morpeth had great difficulty in reaching their destination on the 
Tuesday evening. The Alnwick coaches did not set off from 
Newcastle on the Wednesday, owing to the drifted state of the 
roads. The coaches from the south and the west, although consi- 
derably delayed, were able, with the aid of additional horses, to get 
through. Many of the carriers from the country could not reach 
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Newcastle. Early on the Wednesday morning, the Young Hus- 
band, London trader, of Newcastle, captain Walker,* was totally 
lost with all her crew, off Seaton rocks, about a mile north of Aln- 
mouth. A considerable quantity of goods and spirits were washed 
on shore. February the 4th, as Richard Watson and James Wal- 
ton, two miners, were returning from work on the Teesdale side 
of the mountains to Chapel, on reaching the first house Watson 
urged his companion to go no further, but the latter persisted in 
gomg forward to the next house at any rate, which was about a 
mile &rther. Before however they had got half that distance, 
Walton was quite exhausted, and Watson struggled with him^ 
carrying him at last on his back, until he came near the house, 
when fearing they would both be lost, he was under the necessity 
of leaving him in the snow whilst he endeavoured to reach the 
bouse. Having procured assistance, he returned to his comrade, 
who was still alive, but they had scarcely carried him into the 
house before he expired. The Union coach from Newcastle to Edin- 
bui^h, was unable to get farther than Haggerston, the hospitable man- 
sion of lady Haggerston, who most kindly sent to inform the passen- 
gers and guard, that her house and table were at their service till 
the storm abated, and they were able to proceed on their journey. 
The Wellington coach from Newcastle to Edinburgh was buried m 
a snow wreath for several days in the vicinity of Millfield, and the 
Chevy Chase post coach was detained for eight days near Jed- 
burgh. Thomas Simpson, game keeper to Sir Edward Blackett, 
bart., was lost in the storm on Tuesday, February the first He left 
Hexham in the afternoon for Matfen, and had eot near to Staff- 
shaw Bank, where his body was found on Wednesday the 9th. 
Adam Riddell, a shepherd of Elsdon, also lost his life during the 
storm. February the 4th, snow, sleet, and hail, fell with little 
intermission during the whole day, accompanied by a very high 
wind, and the frost continued with great intensity till Monday the 
7th, when a thaw succeeded. The sudden melting of the snow, 
aided by a strong south west wind, caused the Tyne and its 
tributary streams to rise to an unusual height On the 9th the 
whole of the low ground in the vicinity of Dunston was under 
water ; the houses of the poor inhabitants were completely inun- 
dated, many of them up to the roofs, and the loss sustained was 
very ereat Mr. Ramsay, of Derwent-hau^h, lost about 50 casks 
of saiamoniac, and a kiln of fire bricks, which was just fired, and 
other property to a considerable amount The whole of the houses 
on the fiats horn Newburn downwards, were under water, and 
much damage done ; large quantities of hay, household furniture, 
drc., were seen floating down the river. The Quay and many other 
of the lower parts of Newcastle, were overflowed, and almost all 
the cellars on the Quay and in the Close were filled with water* 

* Captain Walker'<s body, together with two of the crew, were cast on 
shore near to where the vessel was wrecked, and interred at Lesbury, attend- 
ed by his firiends. He was a native of Newcastle, in his 37Ui year, and very 
highly reelected. 



M8 MI8TORICAL RBQISTKB OV [A. D. 1831. 

Mr* Jabes Hood's celian were fiUed with water which reached 
withiD a few feet of the Close. At Messrs. Cookson's foundry in 
this street, the men were laid off work in consequence^ and the 
works of other manu&ctories were more or less impeded. Great 
destruction was done among the vessels at Shields, about 50 ves- 
sels were driven from their moorings, and a ballast keel, with an 
old man on board, was carried out to sea and was Alien in with on 
the following day, upwards of twenty miles from the land, by a 
vessel belonging to Sunderland, when the poor man was rescued 
from his perilous situation and brought into Sunderland. On the 9th, 
Mr. Thos. Thompson, of Newcastle, organist, had a very narrow 
escape from being drowned, as he was proceeding from the Sand- 
hill to the Quay in a Shields vehicle. The horse being blind, on 
getting amongst the water which extended across the Quay, took 
fright, and began to plunge, and the driver lost his command over 
him ; luckily a bolt gave way, and detached the carriage from the 
shafts, by which the lives of both were saved, as the horse ran for- 
ward, plunged into the river, and was immediately out of sight. 
During this snow storm, upwards of twenty ships were wrecked 
between Shields and Blyth, on the coast of Northumberland. 

1831 (Jan, 29 J. — The first number of a newspaper entitled the 
** Sunderland and Durham General Shipping Gazette and Mer- 
cantile Advertiser," was published at Sutherland by William 
Gracie. It was discontinued after a few months. 

The same day, the petitions agreed to at a public meeting of the 
inhabitants of South Shields, praying the legislature to include, in 
a measure of parliamentary reform, a grant to that town of the im- 
portant privilegpe of returning its own representatives, having re- 
ceived 2,300 signatures, a deputation waited on Sir M. W. Ridley, 
hart, and John Hodgson, esq., the members for Newcastle, on the 
above day, with the petition to the House of Commons, for presen- 
tation by them, agreeably to the resolutions of the meeting; the 
petition to the House of Lords was presented by the marquis of 
Cleveland. 

This month, the town of Hexham was first lighted and 
watched. 

FdjTuary \^4 — The cut which had been some time in pro- 
gress to improve the navigation of the river Tees was opened in doe 
form. About two o'clock a large party of the Tees Navigation 
Company, accompanied by a numerous body of friends, prooeeded 
down the river m a steam boat, when the brig Amo was towed 
through the cut, preceded by a number of steam boats* ^c, amidst 
loud rejoicings, and in the presence of a great concourse of specta- 
tators, who lined the banks of the river. On quitting the ves* 
ads, the company went in procession to the town-hall, preceded by 
a. band of music, and in the evening a party of upwards of 100 
gentlemen celebrated the event b^ a dinner at the Assembly- 
rooms. Leonard Raisbeck, esq. presided, supported on hi^ right by 
Lord Falkland, M. Fowler, esq.. Colonel Grey, Sir Cuthbert Sharp, 
and W. W. Jackson, esq., and on Jiis left by 'fhomas Meynell, esq^i 
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W. T. Salvin, esqt Rev. John Brewster, John Cartwright, esq^ 
the vicar of Norton, J. Favell, esa^ and William Skinner, jim.» 
esq., G. W. Todd, officiating as vice, chairman. This new cut 
formed a new channel for the river, commencing near Blue, House 
Point (about a mile from Stockton) on the west, and terminating 
near Newport on the east, being in length about three quarters of 
a mile, its depth sixteen feet, and its breadth 250 feet, and by it 
vessels are enabled to sail up to Stockton, which could not navi- 
gate the old channel. 

18S1 fl*'df* 22 J, — At a general meeting of the coal-owners, ship- 
owners, merchants, and other persons interested in the trade of the 
port of Newcastle, held in the Guildhall of that town on the above 
day, the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq^ in the chair, it 
was resolved to petition both houses of parliament for the abolition 
of the duty on coals exported coastways from the river Tyne, 
called the duke of Richmond's shilling. The following is a copy 
of the petition : — 

** The humble petition of the undersigned, coal-owners, ship- 
owners, merchants, and other persons interested in the trade of 
the port of Newcastle upon Tyne, sheweth^ — That on the 8th day 
of April, in the 42d year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the com- 
pany of Hoastmen of the town of Newcastle upon Tyne, who had 
received a charter of incorporation from Queen Elizabeth, and then 
exercised the exclusive privilege of vending all coals shipped on 
the river '^ne, granted to her majesty, her heirs, and successors, 
the sum of^ twelve pence for every chaldron of coals, Newcastle 
measure, which should be exported from the river Tyne, to be 
spent within tlie realm, and not transported beyond seas. 

^ That the dutj was received by the crown until the 29th year 
of the reign of Kmg Charles the Second, when his majesty by let- 
ters patent, granted the same to his majesty's natural son, Charles 
duke of Richmond, and his heirs, subject to a provision for his 
mother, Louise, duchess of Portsmouth. 

^ That the said duty continued in the family of the duke of 
Richmond until the year 1799, when it was purchased by govern- 
ment for about £400,000, since which period government has been 
in the receipt of the proceeds, and in consequence of the vast in* 
crease of the coal trade which has taken place since, and the cor- 
responding increase in the produce of this duty, the capital sum 
or purchase money and all interest thereon has not only been fully 
redeemed, but a surplus or profit of upwards lof half a million ster- 
ling has been actually realized by government. 

^ That the company of Hoastmen by whom this duty was origi- 
nally granted, and who were at liberty to tax themselves, but not 
the rest of his majesty's subjects, have long since lost by disuse, 
the exclusive privilege of vending coals on the river Tyne, and with 
that privilege this tax ought to luive faUen, as did a duty of three- 
pence a chaldron, sranted by that company to other parties; and 
9Q it would have ndlen, had not a clause been introduced into 
the act for vesting this duty in the crown, on the occasion of its 

VOL. II. F p 
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purchase of the duke of Richmond, in 1799, which operated as a 
parliamentary confirmation of a grant, which otherwise could not 
have been supported at law. 

<< That your petitioners humbly represent, that when this tax 
began to be paid, tlie coal trade of the Kmgdom was almost intirely 
confined to Newcastle, which port also enjoyed several special pri- 
vileges connected with the coal trade, which have been since 
abrog[ated, and at present not more than one half of the coals export- 
ed from the east coast of the island are sent from that port. 

^* This tax being paid only on coals shipped from the river Tvne, 
has now become a grievous burthen on the coal trade of that river, 
which in other respects maintains an unequal competition with the 
port of Sunderland, the coal of the river Wear bearing a higher 
price in the London market than that of the Tyne ; this partial im- 
post of one shilling a chaldron on the coal of the Tyne tends, 
therefore, still further to depress an already inferior article, and 
operates as a premium in favour of the trade of the great and power- 
ful coal-owners on the river Wear, at the expense of the trade of 
the river Tyne. 

<< Your petitioners feel this grievance the more painfully, as they 
have the highest legal authority, viz.: — the joint opinion of the 
present lord chancellor and Sir James Scarlett, obtained in the year 
1629, that they could have successfully resisted by law the pay- 
ment of this duty before the passing of the act of S9th of Geo. UL, 
for carrying into effect the purchase made by government of the 
duke of Richmond, into which act, by accident or design, a clause 
has been introduced confirmatory of the title of this impost. 

<< Your petitioners cannot allow themselves to believe, that 
whilst the general coast duties on coals, oppressive as they may 
be, but still equal in their pressure, are repealed, this partial and 
unjust tax will be permitted to continue to burthen his majesty's 
loyal subjects interested in the trade of the river Tyne. 

<< Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, that the same may 
be forthwith repealed, 

^< And your petitioners will ever pray, &c/' 

In consequence of^ the above petition, aided by the strenuous 
exertions of the local members of parliament, this odious and op- 
pressive tax was repealed. It has not been levied on any vessel 
from the river Tyne since March, 1831. See May 4M, 1831. 

1831 (Feb^ 26^. — As Mr. John Heweson and Mr. John Branford, 
two primitive Methodist preachers, accompanied by a female, were 
passing from Bishopwearmouth along the Hetton Coal Company's 
railway, near Warden Law, to escape the danger on the inclined 
plane, they unfortunately rushed in between the light and laden 
waggons in passing, when they were crushed between the waggons, 
by which Mr. Heweson was killed on the spot, and Mr. Branford 
survived a very short time. The young woman fortunately escap- 
ed imhurt. They were men of exemplary zeal and piety ; one left 
a widow with five children, the other a widow with si$ children. 
Their funeral, which took place at Sunderland, excitedgreat interest 
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and sjmpathy, Rnd their remains were followed to the grave bj 
some thousands of persons. 

1831 (Fth* 26^. — ^There was a meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and Wear, amounting to about 8,000 or 10,000 on the Black I^ell, 
near Chester-le-Streety when they entered into resolutions to de« 
mand higher wages. 

Ftbrwxry 28, — A venr handsome vessel of 600 tons burthen, 
called the ^ Duke of Northumberland," was launched from Mr. 
Smith's dock, at St Peters' near Newcastle. She was to supply 
the place of the << George Green," which had been built in the 
same yard in 1829, for the same company of London gentlemen, 
but which was lost on her passage from the Tyne to London. See 
J>ecember 26, 1829, page 27 L 

Fdpruaty 28. — On this day (Monday), Thomas Clarke, was 
•executed on the New Drop in front of the county courts at Dur- 
ham, for the murder of Mary Ann Westhorpe, his fellow servant, 
at Hallgarth water-mill, near Durham, on the afternoon of Sunday 
the 8th of August, 1830, while their master and mistress were from 
home. His trial commenced at the city of Durham before Mr. 
Justice Littledale on the 25th of February, and before eight o'clock 
on the morning, such was the extraordinary excitement of the in- 
habitants of that city and neighbourhood, that the court was im- 
mediately filled almost to suffocation. The examination of the 
witnesses did not conclude until nearly ten o'clock at night, when 
the judge observed, that at that late hour he should not sum up the 
evidence unless the jury particularly wished it They jury said they 
did not wish it. His lordship then intimated, that they must be 
all kept together till the next morning, and hold no conversation 
with any on the subject of this trial. The court was then adjourned 
till nine o'clock on the following morning. The jury were attended 
by the under sheriff and an officer to Mrs. Best s, the Half Moon 
inn, where they had a room set apart for themselves. A little 
afler nine o'clock the next morning, Mr. Justice Littledale entered 
the court, and almost immediately afterwards proceeded to sum up 
the evidence with great minuteness and impartiality. The jury 
retired at a quarter past twelve o'clock ; and after an absence of 
twenty-five minutes, returned with a verdict of Guilty. The 
judge then placed the black cap on his head, and on the prisoner 
being asked what he had to say, why sentence of death should not 
be passed upon him, he simply replied — " I am innocent of the 
crime." His lordship then addressed the prisoner, and afterwards 
passed sentence of death upon him in the usual terms, ordering 
him to be executed on the Monday, and his body to be afterwards 
given to the surgeons for dissection. On the Monday morning an 
immense concourse of people had assembled in front of the county 
courts to witness the execution of this unfortunate young man. 
The Rev. Mr. Wheeler attended him during the greatest part of 
the forenoon, and joined him in prayer. The prisoner, at intervals, 
was much agitated and wept bitterly, but made no confession of 
his guilt. At a quarter past twelve o'clock, the criminal was 
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brought out to the Bcaffbid, dressed in a black coat, light wabtooat 
and brown trowsers, and held a white handkerchief in his hand. He 
was supported by the Rev. Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. A. Hopton, and 
was attended by the under sheriff and some of his officers and the 
governor of the gaol. When he ascended the drop, he stood veiy 
firm and addressed the assembled multitude in the following 
words : — ^* Gentlemen^ I am innocent — I am going to n^hr for 
another man^s crime /" The cap was immediately afterwards drawn 
over his face — the drop fell --and this world closed upon htm for 
ever. After the body had been suspended for nearly an hour, it 
was taken down, and conveyed in a shell to the Durham Infinnaij 
for dissection. His age was stated in the calendar at 19 years. 
His victim about the same age. The trial and execution of 
Thomas Clarke, occasioned a bNallad on the subject with a wood 
cut view of the place, printed by Mr. Francis Humble, at the Dur^ 
ham Advertiser Office, upon a foolscap broadside, with a heavy 
black border ; the wood cut in the centre is also within a black 
border, whilst the title of the tragedy is printed in red ink, being 
very proper colours for this mournful and bloody deed. The Hall- 
garth Mill tragedy consists of thirty«four stanzas, ftfitn which the 
following verses are extracted : — 

^ Eighteen kundred three times ten, 
August the eighth that dav— 

Let not that Sunday and that year 
From memory pass away. 

At Hallgarth Mill near Plttingion, 

Was done a murder foul; 
The female weak — ^the murderer strong. 

No pity for her souL 

Her skull was broke, her throat was cut, 

Her struggle soon was o*er ; 
And down she fell, and •< fetch'd** a sigh. 

And welter'd in her gore. 

Her leUow servant, Thomas Clarke, 

To Sherbum shwhf sped 
And told a tale that strangers six. 

Had doae the dreadfiH deed. 

Now woe befall thee Thomas Clarke, 

For this thy coward lie ; 
A youth like thee, for girl like her, 

Would fight tiU he did die. 

'They've kill'd the lass/ it was his tale, 

' And neariy have kill*d me,* 
But when upon him folks did look, 

No bruises could thev see.*' 

Being upon thb subject, I cannot here resist giving an account 
of some other tragedies which have been printed in connexion with 
the county of Durham, viz:.^The Hartlepool, Barnardcastle, 
Staindrop, and Bedlington tragedies. The former arose out of the 
murder of Mary Farding, who was thrown over the cliff called the 
Maiden Bower at that place.* See vol. i, page 143. 

* A small rock detached'firom the moor, a few yards to the north of what is 
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Tbe Barnardcattle tragedy relates how one John AtkinMm, of 
Morton, near ApplebT» courted Betty Howson, of Bamardcastle 
Bridge-end, and aner having gained her affections, forsook her for 
another, whom he married, upon which she broke her heart and 
died. 

The Staindn^ tragedy relates to a murder committed by a man 
named Vert, (who was afterwards executed and hung in chains,^ 
upon a young woman 'who was pregnant by him, and that the 
body was discovered under some bushes by means of a dog. 

^e Bedlington tragedy was occasioned by a fair lady of thai 
place, with gj^eat store of wealth, having fallen in love with ** a fik 
mous youth, whose persmial worth was all his riches, and in coup 
quence of which, her parents sends her to an uncle at Stdcesley. 
A few days after her departure, this young man <' sickened sore, and 
heart*broke died.'* Aner his death, the parents make every |>re- 
paration to bring her home to a rich lover of their own choice» 
but the ghost of ''young James'* anticipates their intentions by 
taking the horse (which was saddled for the use of the father) 
from the stable and assuming his earthly appearance, arrives at the 
uncle's with an order to convey her home, who assists her to mount 
behind. Having «< travelled faster than the wind,*' in two hoinv 
** he sets her at her Other's door," then leaves her for the purpose 
of putting the horse into the stable, but is never more seen. On 
hearing of the death of her lover she sickens, takes to her bed and 
dies, and is buried in the same grave. Though there is some fiction 
interwoven in this story, nevertheless it may be founded upon facts. 
For the particulars of the Staindrop tragedy, I am indebted to my 
friend the Rev. Thomas Ebdon, Durham. Copies of the other 
tragedies are in my possession. 

1831 f March 12^. — An immense number of pitmen, belongti^ 
to the collieries on the Tyne and Wear, assembled together on the 
Black FeU, in the county of Durham, for tiie purpose of enterii^ 
into resolutions, and considering the means of obtaining from their 
emj^oyers an increase of wages. 

March 21. — The under-ground workmen of forty-seven col^ 
leries on the Tyne and Wear, held a meeting on the town-moor, 
Newcastle, to take measures for obtaining some improvement in 
their condition. During the forenoon, great numbers passed 

called the East Batteiy, cannot fiul, from its nngular situation, to attract the 
notice of the stranger. The jawning space wnich separates this rock Arom 
the BMun land, is known by the name of Maiden Bower, and many a tale of 
•« plighted faith and broken vows,'* is associated with it; lor, almost within 
the memory of man, Mary Fardinff is recorded to have been thrown over this 
precqiioe^ by a merchant of NorUialJerton. The name ** Maiden Bower," 
was not derived from this circumstance, as it occurs frequently in the Pariah 
Bedster, prerious to this period. The entiy with n^ard to this atrocious 
sna premeditated murder, relmtes that *' Mary Farding, a stranger, who by the 
coroners inquest was found to be murdered by William Stephenson, merchant 
in NorthaBerton, to whom she was pregnant, was buried June 7, 1727*** A 
chaxge still exists in the church^wardens* accounts, dated June 7, 1737» of 
U. lOd. «« for making Mary Farding*s mveJ^ Sir Cuihbert Sharp's Bittory i(f 
HarUtpooi, foge 157, SeevoLi.f<^ l&. 
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through the town in procession, apparently without excttmgtfae 
least uneasiness or alarm among the mhabitants ; and it was a^cw- 
lated that nearly 20,000 were assembled by one o'clock at the 
place of rendezvous. Seyeral persons addressed the meeting, and 
detailed in homely but energetic language, the grievances under 
which they considered themselves to labour. These did not sp- 
pear to be so much connected with the prices of work, as with 
some objectionable parts of the bond of service, thechief of which 
were the power of the owners to lay the men idle on the occur- 
rence of the most trifling accident to the pits, to the engines, or 
even to the waggon rail-roads, after which their wages are discon- 
tinued for three days ; their subjection to the caprice of tlie viewers 
and agents, not only for a continuance of work, but even for shel- 
ter for their wives and families, as they are liable to be turned out 
of their houses, either on the completion, or on the non-fulfihnent 
of the articles of the bond, arising from mutual disagreement ; the 
obligation they are under to remain idle at Christmas, without any 
compensation ; and the length of time boys are immured in the 
colleries, to the destruction of health, and of almost every chance 
of education or moral improvement. During the course of the 
proceedings, it was resolved to petition parliament, to subscribe 
sixpence each to send deputies to London with the petitions ; to 
continue to work, unbound, after their period of services has ex- 
pired, if the owners would allow them — otherwise to cease work- 
ing, and claim parish relief or magisterial interference, until their 
remonstrances were attended to, and the bond altered accordingly ; 
that the men of every colliery should meet twice a week ; that 
each pit should send a delegate to form a general committee for 
carrying the resolutions into effect ; that no man should in future, 
buy meat, drink, or candles, from any one connected with the col- 
leries ; and that the thanks of the meeting should be given to the 
right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, of Newcastle, (who 
appeared in the midst of the assembly for a few minutes, and ad- 
vised the leaders to inculcate order and peace as the surest means 
of obtaining justice), for the friendly advice he had given them, 
and for kindly offering to be the medium of communication between 
them and their employers, as far as he could conveniently. These 
resolutions were severally put and carried unanimously, by a show 
of hands, which, from the immense number held up, had a very 
great effect. The whole proceedings were conducted without the 
least disturbance, and the parties returned to their homes in the 
afternoon in good order. 

The annual period of servitude of the colliers of the Tyne and 
the Wear having expired on the 5th of April, most of them re- 
fused to enter into fresh engagements with their employers until the 
differences between them were adjusted. The latter ic was said, 
had agreed that the boys should in future work only twelve hours 
a day, and that the workmen should be paid their wages in money, 
and have power to buy goods where they pleased ; but the men 
continued to insist upon other conditions. On the following dMj 
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(Wednesday), great numbers of them met at the Black Fell, with 
a hope that some further arrangement would be proposed by the 
coal-owners ; but as none were forthcoming, they dispersed, with 
a resolution not to return to work on the former terms. In the 
meantime parties of military had been placed in readiness to assist 
the civil power in preserving the peace, and several Northumber- 
land magistrates, wholly unconnected with the collieries, offered 
themselves as mediators between the coal-owners and the pitmen. 
The magistrates announced that they would '< be ready to meet 
the parties at the Moot Hall, in Newcastle, on Monday, the 11th of 
April,*' which was accordingly done, but unfortunately failed in 
their well-intentioned efforts. 

1831 (March). — The foundation stone of a chapel belonging 
to the established church was laid at Seaton Carew, in the county 
of Durham. 

April b. — A very handsome silver cup was presented to Mr. 
Henry Ingledew, solicitor, by a portion of the parishioners of St. 
Nicholas, in Newcastle. On one side of the cup a beautiful represen- 
tation of the steeple of St. Nicholas' church is engraved, and on the 
other the following inscription^ viz.: — '< Presented to Henry Ingledew, 
esquire, scrivener and solicitor, one of the church-wardens of the 
parish of St. Nicholas, in the town and county of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, by a portion of the parishioners, in testimony of the sense 
entertained of his assiduous and indefatigable attention to, and 
faithful discharge of, the various duties of the office ; for the effi- 
cient and excellent manner in which he has mainly contributed to 
ascertain the privileges, and e8tablish,aon a firm basis, the rights 
and immunities of the church ; and for his uniform attention to all 
matters connected with its interests. Easter Tuesday, 5th April, 
1831." The cup was presented on behalf of the subscribers by Mr. 
John Rawling Wilson, who is the senior member of the *< Four and 
Twenty," of St. Nicholas' parish. 

Apnl 11. — A mendicity society for the suppression of va- 
grancy and mendicity, and the relief of deserving objects of charity, 
commenced its operations in Newcastle, by opening an establish- 
ment in Castle-street, immediately adjoining the Castle. Within 
six months from its first establishment, this society had relieved 
1,835 strangers :— viz., 779 English, 640 Irish, 401 Scotch, and 15 
Foreigners. 

April 12.— Being the day appointed for the opening of the sus- 
pension bridge over the river Tjrne, at Scotswood, about three 
miles west of Newcastle, the morning was ushered in by peals of bells 
from the churches of that town. At twelve o'clock Archibald 
Reed, esq., mayor, and John Hodgson, esq., M. P., for Newcastle, 
met the committee of management, the proprietors and various 
other friends of the undertaking at the Assembly-rooms, from 
whence, afler a short time, on a signal being given from the guns 
of the castle, the procession set forward in the following manner, 
viz. ^— full band of music ; banners ; banner of the bridge with the 
motto ^ Coelo pendit iter, ripas vinxere catenae ;" town marshal on 
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horseback; sword bearer* on horseback; the architect of the 
bridge, ^Mr. Green) on horseback ; the carriage and four of the 
mayor or Newcastle ; the carriage and four of the sheriff of North- 
umberland (George Silyertop, esq.) ; the carriage and four of John 
Hodgson, esq., M. P., the carriage of Mrs. Hodg^n ; four carriages 
and four, containing the committee of management, viz : — Humble 
Lamb, Matthew Wheatley, George Hepple Ramsay, Matthias W. 
Dunn, Matthew Wheatley, jun., John Mulcaster, George Thomas 
Dunn, Joseph C. Lamb, esquires, and Mr. Thomas Grieveson, the 
honorary secretary ; the carriage and four of Lord Decies ; the car- 
riage and four of Humble Lamb, esq. ; the royal mail-coach with a 
flag flying, the guard blowing his horn occasionally ; a long train of 
carriages followed (between 80 and 90), and the rear was closed 
by a great number of gentlemen on horseback. On the processioo 
entering on the bridge, by a precaution which was afterwards proved 
to have been unnecessary, the carriages passed over at a considerable 
distance asunder ; and when the carriage of the rector of liyton 
(the Rev. Charles Thorp), approached the centre, it was stopped, and 
the blessing of Heaven on that bold and important work of mao 
was most reverently and feelingly invoked by that reverend and 
respected individual* Previous to its entrance on the bridge, the 
procession was joined by Charles J. Clavering, esq., the high Aeni 
of the county of Durham, who escorted and accompanied it on 
horseback during its progress through his county. From the bridge 
the procession moved up the road to Blaydon, about a mile dis- 
tance, then returned by the old turnpike road to Swalwell, from 
whence it again returned t;^ the suspension bridge, which it again 
passed over in closer order than before. But the strength <^ the 
bridge was soon afler put to a much severer test, for as soon as the 
procession had passed over (no person being allowed to go on until 
the procession had returned) the gates bemg opened, the crowds 
of people who had been previously assembled at each end, rushed, 
with thoughtless impetuosity, on to the bridge, in the centre of 
which they were soon collected into so dense a mass as to be in« 
capable of moving, and putting the bridge to a severe trial. No 
fewer than 3,000 persons were collected between the points of sus- 
pension, making, with those on the ends, a crowd of between 5,000 
and 6,000 persons. After repassing the bridge, tlie procession re- 
turned in the same order to the Assembly-rooms, where it arrived 
about four o'clock, amidst the ringing of bells and other demonstra- 
tions of rejoicings. Soon after five o'clock, the committee, sub- 
scribers, and other friends of the undertaking sat down to an el^nt 
dinner, and spent the evening with the utmost conviviality. Many 
appropriate toasts were drimk. During the evening Mr. Hodgson, 
on behalf of the proprietors, presented the architect, Mr. Green, 
with an elegantly formed silver claret jug, on which was engraven 

* Mr. John Mowbray, merchant-adventurer, and boothman, had this ^ir, 

Srevious to the proceflsion, been elected sword-bearer of the corporation of 
Newcastle, in the room of Mr. John Bradahaw, who died very suddenly on 
the morning of the 4th of April, 1831. 
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a view of the tiridge, and an appropriate inscriptioo.^ The bridge 
is 630 feet in length, the distance between the two points of sus* 
pension being 370 feet, with two half arcs of 230 feet each ; the 
road-way rises in the centre about eight feet, causing the bridge 
to assume a curve line of a gleeful and pleasing effect ; the road- 
wav is above 20 feet, and the carriage-way seventeen and a-half feet. 
July 2l8t, 1829, the first fireight of stones for the masonry of this 
bridge was conveyed from Lawson-main quarry in a keel which 
was highly decorated with colours ; and immediately on being de- 
livered the first stone in the footings of the land abutments on 
the south side was placed on its bed, under the direction of the 
architect, and in the presence of Messrs. Grace and Ramsay, two 
of the committee ox the undertaking. Messrs. Welsh and Son 
were the contractors for the mason work. The coffer dam of the 
north pier was commenced in September the same year, and the 
foundation stone laid on the 9th of February, 1830. The first 
chain was suspended across the river on the 23d of February, 1831, 
and the last (the fourth), on the 5th of March. 

1831 (April IV.*— An elegant silver tripod candelabrum, value 
150 guineas, with branches for the lights, richly chased, waf pre- 
sented by the parishioners of Gateshead, to the Rev. John CoUinson, 
rector of that parish ; one of the sides of the base is embellished 
with a shield, bearing the arms of tlie parish in has relief, another 
of the sides has a shield, bearing the arms of Mr. CoUinson, impaled 
with those of King (the family name of his wife), also in Ins relief, 
and, on the other side, the following inscription is engraved :— 
<* Presented to the Rev. John Collinson, A. M., rector of the parish 
of Gateshead, in the county of Durham, by his parishioners, as a 
token of their sincere and affectionate regard, ana of their sense of 
his virtue and benevolence ; and also as a testimonial of his con- 
duct, by the zealous and assiduous discharge of his duties as their 
minister, for the period of 21 years.** On the day of the presentap 
tion Mr. Collinson had been 21 years rector of the parish of 
Gateshead. The presentation took place at a public dinner. 

April 15. — Died, at Killingworth, near Newcastle, in the 86th 
year of her age, Mrs. Eliza&th Gascoigne. Though the great 
North road is not three miles distant from Killingwoith, she never 
saw it in her life ; she was the youngest of a large family, and died 
in the same part of the house and in the same bed in which she 
was bom. She was the mother, grandmother, and great-grand- 
mother, to a numerous progeny. Upwards of one hundred years 
before, Mr. Nathaniel Punshon gave the cottage to her mother for 
her life. 

AprU la— A body of from 1,200 to 1,500 pitmen visited the 
collieries in the neighbourhood of Blyth and JBedlinffton, where 
they laid the pits off work, threatening to set fire to mem if their 

* *' Presented to John Green, architect, by the Sootswood Bridge Com- 
nuiy« in testimonj of their aenie of the talent and ddU displayed hj him in 
designing and executing the bridge over the Tyne, at Scotswood, April 12th,^ 

lasi.** 

VOL. II. Q q 
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orders were not complied with. At Bedlington Glebe pit they tore 
the corves to pieces, threw them into the shaft, and did consider- 
able damage to the machinery ; and at Netherton they were only 
prevented from committing similar acts of violence by being treated 
with a quantity of ale. They also emptied the larder and cellar of 
the manager of Cowpen colliery. On the following morning a 
large body of men went to Jesmond-dean colliery, near Newcastle, 
belonging to R. B. Sanderson, esq., where they did considerable 
inj mry to the machinery, throwing it down the pit, and endangering 
the lives of some workmen who were in the mine. On the Wear 
they had also been very violent, threatening to murder the horse- 
keepers if they went down the pit to attend the horses. A great 
number of special constables were sworn in to protect property, and 
the deputy-lieutenant issued an order for calling out the Northuna- 
berland and Newcastle Yeomanry. Part of the 82d regiment of 
foot, stationed at Sunderland barracks, marched from thence to the 
neighbourhood of Hetton, to remain there during the unsettled 
state of the workmen belonging to the collieries of that district. 
A detachment of eighty marines and three subalterns, under the 
command of Major Mitchell, sailed from Portsmouth for the Tyne, 
on account of the disturbances among the colliers. The vessel* 
towed by a steamer, sailed in less than an hour afler the orders 
were received. 

1831 (April 21. — A large meeting of the pitmen of the Tjme 
and Wear was held at Jarrow, which was attended by the men be- 
longing to forty-nine collieries, each bearing a banner inscribed with 
the name of the colliery, and various mottoes. The meeting con- 
tinued for a considerable time, and, afler addresses from several 
speakers, who exhorted them all to conduct themselves orderly 
and keep the peace, they resolved unanimously to adhere to their 
former resolutions. The meeting tlien broke up, and the parses 
returned peaceably to their homes. 

May 3. — Died, at Jarrow, Margaret Fenwick, in the 107th 
year of her age. She retained her faculties to the last. She was 
removed from Gateshead township to the Westgate, Newcastle, in 
the year 1774, and had received parish relief from that time to the 
period of her death (57 years), which amounted to no less a sum 
than £450. 

May 4. — The right worshipful Archibald Reed, es€|., major 
of Newcastle, gave an elegant entertainment at the mansion-house 
to Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart, and John Hodgson, esq., 
tile representatives of Newcastle, as a compliment to them, and 
commemorative of their successful efforts in obtaining the repeal of 
that very obnoxious tax on the coal of the river Tyne, known hy 
the name of '' The Richmond Shilling." Exclusively of the mem- 
bers of the common council, a large party of gentlemen were in- 
vited (between seventy and eighty were present) to celebrate the 
day ; amongst whom were, on the right and left of the chair re- 
spectively — Sir M. W. Ridley, hart., M. P., and John Hodgson, 
esq., M. P., Sir William Dickson, bart., the high sheriff for North- 



A. D. 18S0.J REMARKABLE EVENTS. ' 299 

umberland (George Silvertop, esq.), Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, 
esq^ Lteut.-Col. Bell, and ten officers of the Northumberland 
Yeomanry cavalry, Aldermen Cramlington, Forster, Sorsbie, Bell, 
and Wright, the sheriff of Newcastle, the Rev. Ralph Brandling, 
R. Burdon Sanderson, esq., Matthew White Ridley, esq., Christ. 
Cookson, esq. (recorder of Newcastle), John Clayton, esq. (town 
clerk of Newcastle), Captains Innes and Pitts, K. N., &c. The 
repast was altogether of the first order, and included a magnificent 
dessert, with the finest flavoured ices. West Indian conserves, wines, 
&c* &c. In the course of the evening several appropriate and 
interesting addresses were elicited by the toasts, particularly that 
which was made by Sir M. W. Ridley, in which the hon. baronet 
described the unwearied devotedness of his late colleague (Mr. 
Ellison) and himself to obtain from all former administrations, 
during the preceding twenty years, the repeal of that unjust add 
owressive tax the abolition of which they were that day met to 
celebrate, at a superb banquet. Nothing could exceed the hilarity 
and good humour which animated all parties ; and shortly after ten 
o'clock the company separated, highly gratified with the splendid 
hospitality of the worthy chief magistrate. — For an account rfih€ 
Richmond Shilling see FfJbrwiry 22, page 289. 

1831 (May 5. J — A very large meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and the wear, took place at the Black 1^11, near Chester-le-street, 
in the county of Durham, where they were met by the marquis of 
Londonderry, accompanied by a military escort. His lordship 
addressed the men at considerable length, requesting them to dis- 
perse, and he would meet their delegates at Newcastle, which they 
unmediately acceded to. A meeting in consequence took place at 
the Coal Trade office, Westgate-street, in Newcastle, but without 
the desired effect. Another meeting took place on the following 
day, but they still held out against the terms offered them by the 
owners, and the collieries (with the exception of two or three which 
had been partially at work for a few days under the protection of the 
military), were laid completely idle. From the long strike of the pit- 
men the want of coals at this time was very severely felt by the ma- 
nufacturers and inhabitants of the different towns. For some time 
detachments of regulars, horse and foot, assisted by parties of Col. 
Bell's cavalry and dismounted troop, were stationed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wallsend ; sentries constantly patrolled at certain 
places for the protection of the engines and premises, and the men 
who were at work ; during the night, squadrons of cavalry scoured 
the country in various directions, as the idle men were at this time 
showing a very turbulent disposition, and rather than accede to the 
terms offered, many of them with their wives and children were 
wandering about ^Northumberland and Durham begging. 

Majjf 12. — ^The annual customary perambulation ^ the river 
Tyne was performed by the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor of Newcastle, the river jury, and other members of the 
corporate body* The day was remarkably fine, and, on returning 
to the mansion-house from Shields, between one and two o'clock in 
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the afteroooD, the scene on the river was animated and enlivenioff ; 
every mark of respect being at all times paid to this kind and weu- 
intentioned magistrate. The Swan steam-boat, containing the 
stewards of the incorporated companies, was tastefully decorated, 
and had the following words painted on its paddle cases, viz. : — 
*< Archibald ReedEsqr's. Fifth Mayoralty.** It likewise 
bore the two flags which had been presented to the stewards by 
the representatives of the town, to be used oh this occasion. Afler 
the parties had partaken of some refreshment at the hospitable 
mansion of the chief magistrate, they set out for Hedwin Sb^eams 
and returned to Newcastle at nine o'clock in the evenii^, after 
spending the afternoon in festive commemoration of this anaent 
and favourite custom. Horse racing and other amusements took 
place on the island, called the Kmg's Meadows, on that and the 
preceding day. 

1831 (May 16^. — There was likely to be a serious riot at Soath 
Shields colliery, in consequence of an attempt to prevent the bound 
men from going to their work, which was only put down by the 
timely interference of Mr. Fairies, a magistrate of the pUce, and 
a party of marines. The next rooming, an unmense number of 
pitmen congregated at Hebbum colliery, and threw down the shaft 
all the corves, roUeys, and loose materials, to the great terr^K* of 
the men below, r urther damage was prevented by the iqypear- 
ance of the military. Four troops of Col. Bdl's cavalry were dis- 
missed, in consequence of the arrival at Newcastle of two troops of 
the Sd dragoons. About the middle of June, the pitmen generally 
resumed their labours. 

May 20. — As a coble containing six pilots was gmng out of Sun- 
derland harbour to a light vessel in the offing, it was struck by aheavy 
sea and upset, and five of the men, viz. :---James Jones, Abraham 
Jones, John Wardle, William Brown, and Robert Appleby, were 
drowned. The individual saved was washed near the north pier, 
from whence a line was thrown, and he was hauled imon the quay. 
Three of the bodies, with the &ther of James Jones widow, who 
died on the same day the accident happened, were interred on the 
Wednesday following. They were all carried in one funeral pro- 
cession, which deeply affected the vast concourse of spectators. 

May 27. — ^Was opened the large tomb in the Galilee of Dur- 
ham cathedral, in which such of the bones of the venerable fiede, 
as were m possession of the monks of Durham, were buried at the 
reformation. There were present, William Stephen Gilly, M. A^ 
sub-dean ; Thomas Gisbome, M. A., residentiary ; James Raine, 
M. A., librarian ; William Jopling, mason ; Francis Bulmer; Geo. 
Heron ; Ralph Stockley ; Robert Carr ; and Henry Carr. Two 
thin copper coins of the Hanseatic towns, (or, as they are gener- 
ally denominated, abbey pieces,) were found in the soil near the 
surface ; and below, at the depth of about three feet, disposed in 
a grave of nearly six feet in length, the following human bones, 
viz. ; — The palvarium, tolerably perfect, consisting of the os frcmtis 
and ossa parietalia ; the ossa temporalia and portions of the bones of 
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the basis of the skull ; the lower jaw bone, containiDg no teeth» 
theur sockets ossified, a&rding the idea of an aged person ; a por- 
tion of two malar bones ; the heads of both the humeri ; the ra- 
dius and ulna of one fore arm, the os humeri of the other ; eight 
bones of the tarsi of the feet ; a portion of the sternum ; the thigh 
bones. £ach of these bones was found exactly in the relative po- 
sition it would have occupied if the body had been entire. Some 
portions of decayed wood and moist sou dust appeared along the 
whole length of the grave, remains apparently of the coffin in which 
the bones had been placed, A large thumb ring of iron covered 
with a thick coating of gold was discovered in the place which the 
right hand would have occupied had it been there. It appeared, 
however, to ha?e been placed upon a bone, for which as it was too 
large, the intervenine space had been filled up with coarse woollen 
cloth, portions of whidi remained. The device is a cinque foil. 
The ring is deposited in the library, along with the relics of St. 
Cuthbert, which were discovered May 17th, 1827, vMeh see. 
After a cast had been made of the skull, which was of a very 
strange formation, the bones were carefully deposited in a strong 
box of oak covered with lead, together with a record upon parch- 
ment of the above particulars, and were carefully re-in^rred, and 
the massive superincumbent altar tomb of blue marble was replaced 
on the following day. A while afterwards was cut in bold letters 
on the summit of the tomb, the old monkish verse ;— 

^ HAG SVNT IN FOSSA BJRDX VXNSRABILIS OSSA." 

The cast of the skull is in the possession of the Rev. Mr. Raine, 
who has promised to give to the public a more detailed account of 
the discovery. For an account of the venerable Bede, see Map 
89£A, 7S5, wd. u, page 7. 

1831 f^Map 28^.— The first number of a newspaper, entitled the 
<< Sunderland Herald, Shields and Stockton Observer, and General 
Advertiser," was publidied at Sunderland, by Thomas Marwood and 
Co. It is at present published by Thomas Marwood. 

May — This month, some workmen employed in taking down 
the premises in the High-bridge, Newcastle, formerlv the poultry 
nuurket, but latterly occupied as a soup Idtchen, for the purpose of 
erecting a public house, m excavating the earth for the purpose of 
making a cellar, the remains of a GoUiic arch was discovered, and 
amongst the rubbish some verv large stones were found, and three 
fragments of dressed stone, which appeared to have formed part of 
a church or a chapel window. In corroboration of this, the work- 
men in the August following, whilst digging in order to form a 
conduit between the house and the common sewer, a part of a 
skull and several human bones were turned up, together with some 
pieces of wood, having the appearance of coffin-wood in decay. 

June 2. — The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid at 
Usworth, intended as a chapel of ease to the parish church of 
Washington, in ^e county or Durham. For this undertaking the 

Eiblic were indebted to the laudable exertions of the rector, the 
ev. H. PercivsJ, and a few of the principal proprietors of that 
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parish, and a piece of ground for the site of the church and church 
yard, was presented by Lord Ravensworth and partners. The 
style of architecture is that of the early pointed Gothic, mid is 
iroin a design of Mr. Green, architect, of Newcastle, who conduct- 
ed the work. 

1831 (June 13^^— The Rev. John Hodgson, vicar of Kirkwhelp- 
ington, and author of the History (^Northumberland^ S^c SfCn under 
the direction of the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, on this and 
the three following days, had a considerable nuniiber of workmen em- 
ployed in dis-interring the remains of several curious Roman 
buildings at the famous ancient Roman city of JBoreavieut or Hohm 
Sieads on the line of the Roman wall in Northumberland. George 
Gibson, of Redesmouth, esq., owner of the place ; the Rev. James 
Raine, of Durham ; the Rev. Anthony Hedley, of Whitfield ; Mr. 
Jefferson, of Hexham ; Mr. Thomas Hodgson (Newcastle), and 
Mr. R. W. Hodgson, were also present during part of the time the 
excavations were carrying on. These researches laid open the 
southern gate-way of the fortifications of the place ; two granaries 
and kilns contiguous to each of them for drying corn; and a very 
perfect Hypocaustum for heating the water of a tank, eitlier for 
the purpose of a Sudatory or a kitchen. 

June 14. — The foundation stone of an addition to the parish 
church of Hurworth upon Tees, was laid by James N. Collyer, 
esq., and also on the same day, the first stone was laid bv Mrs. 
Hartley, of a National school for 150 female children, whico cere- 
monies were accompanied by appropriate prayers by the Rev. John 
Greenside, curate of Hurworth, and a suitable and feeling address 
to the children of the place, by Mr. Collyer. 

June 20. — At the Canongate Court-room, Edinbui^h, Thomas 
Drummond, of Biddick, in the county of Durham, grandson and 
heir male of the body of James, sixth earl of Perth, commonly cal- 
led the << duke of Perth,'* was, by a respectable jury, unanimously 
served nearest and lawful heir male of his deceased great grand 
uncle, Lord Edward Drummond, who took upon him the title of 
earl of Perth, and who was the youngest and last surviving son, and 
last heir male of the body of James, the fourth earl of Perth. The 
circumstances connected with this claim were said to be of the 
most interesting nature, i^ee April 28M, 1830. 

June 22. — In the evening, the foundation stone of the new 
building of the Alnwick Scientific and Mechanical Institution was 
laid in the Green Bat, in that town, with great ceremony. Up- 
wards of sixty of the members and their firiends assembled at the 
Star inn, at six o'clock, and marched in procession through the 
principal streets to the site of the building. The procession was 
preceded by a band of music and the flags of the free shoemakers 
and butchers, and a tri-coloured union flag. Mr. George Tate, 
one of the members read a paper respecting the institution and its 
projected building, after which the paper, along with a few annual 
reports, and a catalogue of books then in the library, were deposit- 
ed in the foundation stone. John Lambert, esq., who presented 
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the society with the site for the building, laid the foundation stone ; 
after which Mr. Lambert addressed the assembly at considerable 
lenffth, pointing out the advantages to be derived by the members 
individually, and the moral and political good resultmg to the com- 
munity from such institutions* The procession headed by the music 
and the banners then returned to the Star inn. The same evening 
the event was fiirther celebrated by an economical public supper in 
the town-hall, John Carr, esq., of nondgate-hall, in the chair. Up* 
wards of ninety members and friends attended, when many loyal and 
appropriate healths were drunk. See November ISth 1824, po^e 180. 

I8S1 (June 23^. — Died, at Edinburgh, whither he had gone for 
the benefit of his health, aged 63 years, Mr. Edward Walker, printer 
and proprietor of the Newcastle Courant. Tlie following charac* 
ter of Mr. Walker is given in the above journal of July 2d, 1831 :— . 
<' As the conductor of a periodical journal, he was impartial and 
sincere. Founding his judgment upon facts alone, he carefully se- 
lected them from the mass of detail that weekly came before him, 
and left his readers to form their own conclusions. A spirit of 
theory, or of speculation, was alike foreign to his character. His 
mind was single, and his purpose plain, — the benefit of his fellow- 
townsmen, and of the real interests of his country, being the ruling 
objects of his editorial career. He conducted this paper through 
an eventful period of thirty-five years ; and even his political op- 
ponents will allow that he did so, steadily, perseveringly, and, to the 
best of his judgment, for the public good. In private life he was 
sincerely and deservedly respected ; and his good-feeling towards 
many of the benevolent institutions of the town, will be best ap- 
preciated by those who have been deprived of his assistance*** 
Mr. Charles Henry Cook, executor of the late Mr. Edward Walker, 
published his first paper, No. 8163; on the 9th of July, 1831, by 
whom it is continued. Mr. Walker, after having purchased the 
property of the Newcastle Courant office, published his first paper 
February the 20th, 1796. l^lib is the oldest established journal in 
the north. See August \$t^ 1711, vol. upage 132. 

June* — ^The foundation stone of the Royal Arcade, in Pilgrim 
street, Newcastle, was laid. This when finished will be a most 
extensive and magnificient building. It was projected and built by 
Mr. Richard Grainger, to whom Newcastle is much indebted for 
the various improvements already made by that interprising builder. 
The Leazes-terrace and the Leazes-crescent, Bkickett-street, El- 
don-square, &c. &c., owe their origin to Mr. Grainger. These are 
most healthy and pleasant situations. 

July 3^— The poor-house at Easington, in the county of Dur« 
ham, was set on fire by lishtning. A little girl was killed and two 
other children were struck by the electric fluid, but were not se- 
riously hurt. A man was so severely injured, that he was not 
expected to recover. The house received trifling damage, as the 
flames were speedily got under. 

Same day, the ^ City of Edinburgh,** steam-packet, then sailing 
between Newcastle and London, with goods and passengers, left 
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irork. In a few minutes after, the flamet burst out in every p«1 
of the building. In a short time the engines of the Newoistley 
Sun, and Nor£ British fire-offices, and the engines from the bar* 
racks arrived, and by the skill with which they were aj^lied under 
the direction of various individuals, the surrounding houses were 
preserved. The police officers and the miUtary rendered most inn 
portant assistance in extinguishing the fire, and in preserving the 
goods from plunder and devastation. The premises coQsumedf 
were, a bake-house, a barber's shop, the shop of Mr. Laing, hosier, 
the shop of Mr. Gisbume, stationer, Mr. Scott's fruit lofts, and 
Mr. Frost's office. The roof of Mr. Robert Oliver, the draper's 
house, part of his furniture and books, and the roof of MeNn» 
Mackey and Smith's, drapers house, were also burnt. The drapeiy 
goods of Messrs. Mackey and Smith were partly injured by the 
water ; and the hosiery of Mr. Laing, and the stationery of Mr. 
Gisbume also suffered in the removal. The public-house of Mr. 
Teasdale also suflFered by the fire. The property of Messrs. Oliver, 
Mackey and Smith, and Gisbume, were pertly insured. The 
premises were not insured. The rooming was fortunately cahn, or 
great havoc might have been made among the shipping. This 
conflagration laid bare a part of what had been originally the chapel 
of St. John of Jerusalem. See May 1829, page 252. 

1831 ("July 29^. — ^The foundation stone of a new church was laid 
at North Sunderland, by one of Lord Crewe's trustees. Owing to the 
increase of the population, the accommodation given to the fisheries 
off that coast, tne improvement of the harbour, and the quantily 
of lime and com sent from thence» North Sundarland has become 
of much consequence to the county. 

Jufy 31. — Died, in St. John's poor-houae, in Newcastle, aged 68 
years, William Scott, better known by the name of CuU JBUiy, one of 
the eccentric characters of that town, and though subject to genersi 
aberration of mind, yet he often astonished persoas by his shrewd 
answers to questions when put to him. When I first knew BiUy, 
he lived with his mother, a poor old woman, in the Pudding Chai^ 
Newcastle, who gained a livelihood by selling wooden and earthea 
ware. His mother, who was only four feet in height, was almost ss 
ffreat an object of pity as her son. Being the widow of ^ free 
burgess, she and her aaughter were admitted inmates of the hos- 
pital for tlie widows of decayed merchants, in the Manor Chsre^ 
where she died, and her daughter was afterwards found burnt to 
death in her apartment. BiSy during the early part of the war 
with France, when troops were constantly stationed in NewcaBtle> 
used to precede the drums as they paraded daily through lbs 
streets, taking his station in advance of the.dnim-miyorf with a 
besom shank for his staff. He used also at this time to preach in 
the streets to large audiences of boys, &c«, who generally repaid his 
good (id vice with showers of stones, mud, &c*, and aa aooo as be 
left his stand, the boys followed him around the streetSi beating 
and hooting him^ as they would have done a cat or a dog. Being pe^ 
feQily harmes^ (unless raised to madness by ill U8«ge), hiafsnoro 
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and pitiable ooDdition aroused on his behalf a very able defen- 
der, whoy under the signature of J. S., in the Newcastle Chronicle, 
of the 88th of August, 180!^ appealed to the public in the follow- 
ing pathetic strain ;-^ 

** Whence those erta my soul that harrow ? 

Whence those ydU that wound my ear ? 
*Tis the haplm child of sorrow ! 

*Tia poor Billjr's plaint I hear. 

Now in latter'dpR^ I see him. 

Teasing crowds around him press ; 
Ah ! will none from insult free him? 

None his ii\juries redress? 

FillM with many a fearful notion, 

Now he utters piercing cries ; 
Startinff now with sudden motion. 

Swiftly through the streets he hies. 

Poor, fbrlom and hapless creature, 

Victim of insanity ; 
Sure it speaks a ruthless nature. 

To oppress a wretch like thee. 

When by generous firiends protected, 

AH thy actions told thee mild. 
Tho* by reauM undirected. 

And the prey of fimdes wild. 

Of those friends did heaven deprive thee. 

None alas ! supply *d their place ! 
And to madness now to drive thee. 

Ceaseless strives a cruel race. 

Youth fbrlom ! tho* crowds deride thee. 

Gentle minds fbr thee must grieve ; 
Back to reatm wish to guide thee, 

And thy ^v^ry want relieve. 

O ihmi this sad state to snatch thee. 

Why delay the^ood and Mndf 
PHif calls on them to watch thee. 
And to tranquillize thy mind.** 

Soon after the publication of this appeal, the compassion of the 
overseers of St. John's parish (wherein Billy resided) was excited, 
and he was taken into the poor-house, where he was kept confined 
until the turbulence of his spirit was reduced, and here he remain- 
ed until his death. It is said that in his juvenile years every en- 
deavour had been made to give him a good education, but without 
the desired effect; however his shrewd preaching, repeating certain 
prayers, which he did in a clear and distinct manner, and his being 
able to write, shew that he had acquired some instruction. The 
following is a copy verbaHm of one of his promissory notes, in the 
possession of Mr. G. A. Brumell : — ^ I Promise to Pay Mr, George, 
Atley Brumell, or Bearer, Thee Sum, of one Pound, or you may, 
Pay it to me, William Scott, Saint Johns, Parish House 30 Daj 
September/' This was written in the year 1825. Having a par- 
ticular aversion to the title of poor-house, he always designated it 
the Parish House. The followmg copy of an advertisement, dated 
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June SSrdf 1770,- was from the father of this eccentric : — ** Wil- 
liam Scott, Joiner and Cabinet-maker, late at the Head of the 
Side, Newcastle, takes this method of acquainting his friends and 
the public, that he is removed to a new house, near Mr. Dagnia*a 
at the Forth, where he continues to carry on the House Carpenter 
and Joiner Business in all its branches, and likewise makes all sorts 
of Household Furniture of Mahogany, Walnut-tree, Wain8col» 
Beech, &c. He returns his sincere thanks to his friends for past 
favours, and promises to all who please to employ him, to do thdr 
business as weU and as reasonable as can be afforded. Orders will 
be punctually executed and gratefully acknowledged.** A portrait 
of Uiis eccentric may be had of John Sykes. 

1831 fAuff. I J* — A new colliery at Waldridge Fell, belonging to 
Messrs. Sowerby and Co., was opened for the vend of coals. A 
great number of the inhabitants of Chester-le-Street and the neigli- 
bourhood assembled on the occasion. Shortly after twelve o*clock» 
the first waggon load of coals was drawn off amid the loud cheers 
of the populace, accompanied by a full band of music. The extent 
of the railway from the coUiery to the river Tyne was nearly eleven 
miles. A party of gentlemen afterwards dined together at the 
Lambton Arms, in Chester-le-Street, in celebration of the event, 
and the workmen were also regaled with roast beef and plumb 
pudding, ale, &c. For a most daring outrage done to this colliery, 
see December 24M, 1831. 

August 4. — ^The first number of a weekly paper entitled << The 
Albion ; or Shields, Newcastle, Sunderland, and Durham Weekly 
Advertiser," was printed and published at South Shields, by B. G. 
Sharp and Co., and given gratis. It contained nothing but adver- 
tisements. This was the only number that appeared. 

August 1 3. — The colliers of the Tyne and the Wear, to the number 
of 10,000 or 12,000, met at Boldon Fell, in the county of Durham. 
During the forenoon the roads in the vicinity presented an unusual 
bustle, the men walking in procession from the different collieries, 
bearing flags and banners, and in two or three instances attended 
by bands of music. The banners were numerous and of the gayest 
description, nearly all being embellished with a painted design, or 
with a motto more or less connected witli the recent struggle of 
the pitmen and their employers. The object of the meeting was 
to get up an address to his majesty, thanking him for his t^nefi* 
cent attention to the wants of his people, for the reform bill, and 
for the support he had given to his ministers. About twelve 
o'clock, the speakers, who consisted of a few of the delegates frtnn 
each colliery, mounted a cart, and proceeded to the business of the 
day. Thomas Hepburn first presented himself, and recommended 
order, sobriety, and attention to their religious duties, as the best 
means they could adopt to preserve the advantages they had gained, 
and to keep up in the public mind that favourable feeling which 
had been so generally elicited towards them during the strike. 
He was followed in a similar strain by Robert Arkle, Charles Bai^ 
kinson, B. Pile, and R. Atkinson, the latter of whom recommended 
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that Hepburn ^one of the most active promoters and sustainers of the 
strike^ should oe appointed by die Union of the trade, and be main- 
tainea by the same body, to visit the different collieries, and enforce 
the rules of the union, the necessity of good conduct, and the dutjr 
of attention to the education of the younger branches of their fami- 
lies. The several addresses were patiently listened to, and loudly 
applauded ; they were delivered with peculiar fervour, and when 
touching on the results of the strike, and the steps necessary to be 
taken in consequence, thev exhibited considerable acuteness as to 
the course of conduct which could alone preserve to them the ad- 
vantages they had acquired, and render them deserving of them. 
The topic least commented on was that which they had met chiefly 
to discuss. They had no resolutions prepared respecting it*-no 
address to his majesty to lay before the meeting. It was at length 
resolved, however, that the delegates should meet that day week 
and prepare one ; and that, in the mean time, the signatures of 
the woricmen at each colliery should be procured for the pur- 
pose of affixing them to it. Ilianks having been voted to the pub- 
lic for their sympathy, and to the king and his excellent ministers, 
particularly to Lords Grey, Brougham, and Durham, the bands 
were ordered to strike up the national anthem, which they did 
very effectively, amidst tremendous cheering. The immense as- 
seinblage then dispersed in a similar order to that in which they 
arrived. 

I8S1 (Aug. 16^. — On this day (Tuesday), the first number of a 
newspaper entitled ^ The Northumberland Advertiser, and Agricul- 
tural, Shipping, and Commercial Journal," was printed and pub- 
lished at North Shields by William Fordyce. 

Augu9t 18. — Died, in Pnndon, Newcastle, aged 106 years, 
Hugh Smith, commonly known bv the appellation of Blue Breeks / 
he went about in his usual health till within a short time of his 
death. 

August 25.-— The address agreed to at the meeting ofpitmen on 
Boldon Fell, was dispatched on Uie evening of this day (lliursda^), 
to Lord Melbourne for presentation to his majesty, after having 
received 11,561 signatures from the workmen employed at 57 col- 
lieries on the rivers Tyne and Wear. 

August SO. — ^Died, at the house of her son-in-law, at Washing- 
ton Mill House, Durham, Mrs. Isabella Smith, in her 100th year. 

August*-^** The asylum for female Penitents, for Newcastle 
upon Tyne and its vicinity," was established. A house was taken 
and entered upon in Villa Place, capable of receiving eight or ten 
inmates, and within six months it was full, and several applicants 
had been refused admission, very reluctantly, for want of room ; 
this induced the committee to call (by circular, dated February, 
18S2,) upon the benevolent and humane public, to enable them to 
obtain a large house and an assistant matron. Mr. Brand, under 
the year 176S, says, <' July 9th, mention occurs of a design in agi- 
tation, to establish an hospital in Newcastle for the reception of 
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penitent proadtates."* The hte ddennan, Hugh Hornby, e«q^ 
in hii notes to Brand's History, says, ^ This was only a jest, ori* 
ginating at a tayem among some persons of a bacchanalian di»o- 
sition. 

1831 ^Smt'SJ^^-ln the erening a new Methodist chapd was 
opened m Pbrk-street, Darlin^on, by the Rev. Jabes Bunting, 
M. A., the chapel previously m use« though very commodioi», 
faaring prored too small for the great increase of the members of 
that soaety in Darlington and the neighbourhood. 

Septemier 5. — Whilst a man named Walker, banksman at Elvet 
eoUiery, near Durham, was laying hold of a corf of coab which 
bad been drawn to the mouth of the shaft, he was nearly precipi- 
tated to the bottom owing to the mismanagement of the individoai 
who attended, inasmuch as he lowered the corf instead of ndsing 
it, which caused Walker to fall with his head downwards, and 611- 
lag with his hands in the corf, whilst his feet were caught by some 
projection at the side of the shaft; he remamed in £is position 
until a person, not far from the spot, came and rescued him, by 
drawing him up by the feet. The poor fellow when placed safe, 
was so sensible of the dangerous situation he had been in, that he 
burst into tears. 

September 6« — ^Died, at his house in Anderson-place, New- 
castle, George Anderson, esq., F.S.A., fbrmerly major of the S4th 
regiment of foot, and a deputy-lieutenant and ma^strate of the 
coun^ of Northumberland, in the 71 st year of his age. Major 
Anderson was very liberal to various of the public institutions of 
Newcastle ; he presented a valuable painting to the perish of St. 
Andrew, which is placed over the altar table of that church (me 
pagt 24), he also contributed liberally towards the building of 
the new chapel of St. Thomas at the Barras-bridge (9U October 
I9tkf 1830), and by will left the following bequesU :-»to the church 
of St. Andrew £iOO to repair and ornament the tower, and a 
further bequest of £400 to erect a spire 100 feet high, if the tower 
shall be found capable of bearing it, his wish bemg that it may be 
▼isible from Durham, and be an ornament to the town. He also 
left to St. John's church £200, to laise a spire 50 feet high on the 
tower thereof, with his arms engraven thereon ; and £500 to St. 
Nicholas' church for the purpose of obtaining a large bell to strike 
the hours upon, all of whidi bequests to be null and void if not 
complied with in the course of thiee years from his death. He 
was interred in St. Nicholas' church ; his funeral was attended by 
a gteat number of gentry and a long train of carriages. A short 
account of Anderson-place may perhaps be interesting : — ^It was 
built in the year 1580 bv Robert Anderson, merchant, out of the 
offices and nearly upon the site of the Franciscan Friary. It was 
in this house dat King Charles I. was kept a prisoner whilst in 
Newcastle. See voL i. page 100. Snr Francis Anderson, knt^ in 

• Bnad*s History of Newcastle, vol. il« psge 640. 
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the year 1675 oonvejred it lo Sir William Blackelt, bart, irilio 
added tbe two wingt without preMrviog the style and unifonni^ 
of the origioal building. It afterwards came into the poasession of 
Sir Walter Slackett, bart^ M. P» for Newcastle, by hia manriagci 
with Sir William's grand-daughter. Sir Walter BIackett» who died 
in 17779 kept an almost princely establishment here. S€e Fthn^ 
aty U, 1777, i^ t. pa^e 309. After Sir Walter's death it was fin* 
offered to the eorporation of Newcastle* but refused I After this» 
sn the year IWH^ Sir Thomas Blackett, called upon Mr« George 
Anderson, an opulent builder»* who instantly closed the purchaM. 
His son, the late Major Anderson, styled it AndersoD-pkce» it 
having been, at two distant periods, in the possession of differeni 
{amili^ofthe same name. It at present forms three distinct houses. 
I p(9ssess a aoorce, laige* and curious bird's-eye view of this building, 
dnwn by Knyff, anjA eograved by Kyp, entitled ** The Seat of 
the lionble. S^ Wm. Qlsckett, Bartt, with pvt of the Town of 
Newcastle upon Tyne.*' The arms of Blad^ett, impaling Coayers.f 
What are now small dwelling-houses facing into Pilgrio^strect, 
appear to have been a& that time stabUi^ and out-houses; the 
range of which, from High Friar*lane to Richmond-court, contains 
three gates and a door. Near the centre gate or princ^tal entrance 
ia shewn what was called Blackett*s Pant The other principal 
ol^eejts. shewn in this pt int are Brigham*s Alma-houses, forming the 
ajv^ belweea Pilgrimrstreet and High Friar-street ftee tkit jrser 
l^SMb. 1^ i* pag» 72), Pilgrim*8treet gate and the town-wall, to 
und with Newgate^ St« Andrew's church, Sc Ji^'s church,, and 
8t, Nicholas' church,, and the whole of the giouod most beaiMifttlly 
Ifiid out in gardensi, &c., belonging to this princely manaioiv ihe 
ground of which is said to have been more extensive thsA asy 
Qther house in the kingdom within a. waUed town. 

\S31 (SqfL s;.-^Being the day set apart for the (»Iri>mlion of 
the coroaation of King William I v., and hia ittustrious consort^ at 
)^wcastle» Uie morning was ushered in with every maris af respect 
•od joy. At an early hour the guns fronn the cas^ feedaroyal 
ealute» and the heUs of the various churches lung mecri]^> and the 

* The following is extracted from the books of the brick^yers* compsny :-«- 
^ June 19, 1715.— George Andenon, son of Thomas Anderson, late of Beo- 
weQ, l^kir, qipvciitloe to^ Oeoiga Stoddart by bide. Dated lath May I7iak 

iEDwsti JoKiisos* £aq. MayoiL 
Bo«Ba Matvbk, £sq^ Sheafl^'' 
\ 9>X iraUam BJsckett* bart» of Newcastle, WaUinaton,. and Heidiani 
Pnorj, married Julia, only dau^ter of Sir Chiastopher Conyen^ otilordeny 
in th^ coanty of Durham. Hfi was mayor of Newcastle in the years 1083 
■ed- HW; goremop of ^ Hoastanen's Company ia the yean 1684,. 1091, 
a^MI8e$. M. F; ft>r Nawacadfe, ft»m the j«ar 1685 to his deatii, in the year 
JU0IK; «l«ated a baronet 28d Jaauaij,, 1084, higb sheriff of Northuraberlaad 
ia t|pe year 1689. He died in £A)ndon, andwas buried in St. Nicholas^ 
church, in Newcastle, pecember 29th, 1705. The expense cl his funeral 
was £68$, 14«„ one item of which sum was, '* 1,290 paite of colour*d double 
■ticfaed glovee at Sir. per paire^ or Ibr a» many as are used*^ He was the 
Mbef^of Sir WiUim iNM*4M» 1li«tt*. whpffanMdtf^anddMthisgiTea in 
voL i. page 141. 
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shops were very generally dosed^ all business being sospendedL 
On the momine the corporate body of the town went in procesdoo 
to St. Nicholas church, and attended divine service ; an excellent 
and appropriate sermon was preached bv the Rev. John Dodd, 
vicar» nrozn 1st Tim. chap. ii. verses 1 and 2. Dinners in honour 
of the coronation were held at various places in that town. His 
worship, Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, gave a grand dinner at the 
mansion-house ; the stewards of the incorporated companies dined 
at Mr. Taylor's, the Georse inn, in Pilgrim-street, which displayed 
a number of loyal flags during the day. The mayor and copora- 
tion, and the brethren of the Trinity^ouse, jrave £20^ to be con- 
tested for by six-oared boats on the river Tyne ; the contest to 
commence from the high end of Sandgate, and the boats were to 
proceed up the river, round the island called the King's Meadows^ 
and back to the bridge. After a welKcontested struggle, the race 
was won by the William Clayton, 1st., receiving £10., Uie Flying 
Fish, 2d., receiving £6.; and the Robert Bell, 3d., receiving £4. 
Three other boats started, which came in as follows :— John Bow- 
man 4th, the T3me 5th, and the Calypso 6th. According to previous 
announcement, Mr. Green, the aeronaut, ascended in his magnifi- 
cent balloon from the Spital Field, amidst a great concourse of 
spectators. He was accompanied by Major Calender, and it was 
his 96tli ascent.* The day was not the most fisivourable, being 
very heavy and inclined to wet. The balloon, however, rose flnom 
the earth in grand style, taking a direction nearly west, with an 
almost imperceptible motion. After remaining a considerable time 
in view, the balloon sunk behind a cloud, but it appeared again just 
like a speck, then disappeared, and was not again visible. Alter 
remainmg about half an hour in the air, it descended upon the fine 
lawn in front of Close House, about eight miles from Newcastle, 
the seat of Mrs. Bewicke, to whose kind hospitality the eronauts 
were much indebted for her liberal supply of every sort of refresh- 
ment. It is worthy of remark, as a singular coincidence that this 
lady was returning home, after an absence of four months at her 
seat in the county of Durham, whilst the balloon was sailing over her 
head in the same direction, and just as her carriage drove up to her 
door the aerial travellers alightea upon the lawn in front of it. The 
Wloon was packed up upon the spot and carried upon a gate by a 
party of men to the village of Heddon on the Wall, from whence 
It was conveyed in a cart back to Newcastle ; Mr. Green and Migor 
Callender accompanied it on foot, and having, on their arrival, re- 
paired by invitation to the mansion-house, they met with a very 
hearty and enthusiastic reception from the mayor and the very large 
party who were assembled to celebrate their majesties' coronation. 
The excellent arrangements of Mr. Green gave very g^iend satis- 
faction. Mr. Green ascended again from Newcastle on the 12th and 
the 19th of September, which see. The dinner at the mansion-house 
was of the most splendid description ; at seven o'clock, about 200 

* Messrs. Green had, in 1825, ascended four tones frqm Newoaatki Ar 
pagt 184. ^ 
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gentlemen (invited by card) sat down, in two apartments, the right 
worshipful the mayor, and alderman Cramlington, presiding in one 
room, supported by William Smith, esq., sheriff, and John Adamson, 
esa., under sheriff, as vice-presidents ; and aldermen Forster and 
Bell presiding in the other room. On the removal of the cloth, 
the diairman called for a bumper, and said, he would trouble the 
meeting with only a few observations, but it was a pleasing reflec- 
tion to consider how many of his majesty's subjects were at that 
moment celebrating his most gracious majesty's coronation. To 
his majesty he most devoutly wished prosperity and happiness ; 
and trusted he would long rei^n over a free, happy, and united 
people ; this toast was drunk with four times four cheers and very 
ffreat applause ; and was immediately followed hy the band strik- 
ug up the national anthem of ^ God save the Mng,*' and a royal 
salute fired from the castle. Many excellent and appropriate toasts 
were given and drunk with enthusiasm. The ball at the Assembly 
Rooms, in the evening, was most brilliantly attended ; nearly 160 
of t^e ladies and gentlemen in the neighbourhood being present, 
and the dancing was kept up with great spirit until a late hour. 
In the forenoon, the soldiers m the barracks, were reviewed by the 
commanding officer of the district, and fired Sifeu de joie. The in* 
mates of the Freemen's hospitals were presented with 2«. and 6<^ 
each, and the poor in the different parish workhouses were regaled 
with roast beef, plum pudding, and ale. 

The Northern Political Union being determined on a public 
meeting this day, in order to move an address of thanks to his 
majesty for the reform bill, and also to adopt a petition to be pre- 
sented to the House of Lords, began to assemble about ten o'clock, 
and proceeded in a body to the town-moor, whither hustings, 
erected on waggons, were drawn for the accomodation of we 
speakers. The procession was headed by a band of music, and 
various emblematical flags, (amongst which was a large tri-coloured 
one,) gave a novel character to the scene. The weather was rather 
inauspicious, and immediately before the commencement of the 
business, the assemblage, between 2,000 and S,000, was visited by 
a heavy shower of rain. The preliminaries having been gone 
through, Mr John Fife (surgeon^ moved that the chair be taken 
by Charles Attwood, esq. Tne motion was followed by loud 
cheers. Mr. Attwood said, it gave him great pleasure to preside 
at a meeting like the present. They met not now as reformers 
were wont to meet, amid peril, and obloquy and injustice, surround- 
ed by danger, and even, at times, exposed to slaughter (hear and 
cheers). They could now congratulate each other on tne attain- 
ment of an object which would secure their liberties, and establish 
the well being of the community. They were met to congratulate 
their king, to whom they owed the tnumph of meeting in peace 
and joy, in hope and in safety, to press forward a cause, which, ere 
long must be successful (cheers). There was no danger now in 
granting reform, for the aing and the people were in unison ; the 
only danger now to be apprehended was mm refusing it. To his 

VOL. II. s s 
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majesty they were indebted for this happy posture of afl^irs, and 
he (the chairman) could not but view the accession of that mo- 
narch, at this juncture, as a providential interference, and a token 
that the spirit and necessity of reform was no longer to be resisted 
or contended with. If they were, let their opponents beware of 
the volcanic elements by which they were surrounded, the mingling 
storm, and lightning, and earthquake, which would only termi- 
nate 

" In fiery conflagration strong. 

And manj a sanguine stream !** (Loud cheeiB.) 

Having called their attention to one part of the business of the 
day — the congratulation of his majesty on the thrice-happy occa- 
sion of his royal coronation, there was another part to which he 
roust direct them, less grateful, perhaps, to their feelings, but cer- 
tainly not less necessary to their interests, and that was to present 
a petition to the House of Lords, imploring them to promote the 
views of the king, the people, and the House of Commons, by pass- 
ing the reform bill. After some further remarks, Mr. Attwood 
proceeded to observe, that the petition which would be submitted 
to their adoption had been taken great pains with, in its preparatioi], 
so as to make it worthy of a people who had a high interest in the 
boon they required, and at the same time to prove it in language 
befitting the station and privileges of a body to whom it was to be 
presented ; he requested the meeting to hear all the speakers with 
the same attention they had so honourably accorded to him, to give 
every one a fair hearing, to decide fairly, and concluded by hoping 
that the event might be fortunate (cheers). The meeting waa 
afterwards severally addressed by Mr. John Fife, Mr. A. L. Potter, 
Mr. T. H. Bell, of Alnwick, Mr. Joseph Watson, Mr. Charles Lar- 
kin, Mr. Eneas Mackenzie, senior,* Mr. Weatherston, Mr. Wilson, 
of Hexham, &c., after which an address to his majesty and the pe- 
tition to the House of Lords were read and adopted.f The mem- 
bers of the Union and the friends of Reform then left the ground and 
proceeded to the dinner, provision for which had been previously 
made at one shilling and sixpence each, in a field behmd Forth- 
street (formerly called Blackett's-field) and the town's wall, be* 
longing to Mr. Featherston, and shortly afler one o'clock, between 
1,500 and 1,600 sat down. The arrangements were very complete ; 
four large tents were erected, each containing two rows of tables, 
well stored with roast and boiled beef, ham, and bread. A separate 
table was set apart for the chairman and the counsel of the onion. 
On each side of the square, tents were placed for the purpose of sup- 
plying the company with ale or spirits at their own cost. Mr. Att> 
wood again took the chair, and after dinner, proposed *< the heaiA 

* Mr. Eneas Mackenzie died after a few houm* illness on the 21st Fe- 
bruary, 1832, xthich «er. 

f The petition to the House of Lords was despatched to lK>ndon on the 
20th of September, 1831, with 30,734 signatures appended. It measured in 
length 167 yards. 



A. D. 1831.] RRMARKABLK fiV£NTS. 315 

{^his majtify^ In terms of warmth and affection which caUed forth 
repeated bursts of applause. After the toast was drunk, the cheer- 
ing was tremendous ; a salute was fired from some cannon in the 
neighbourhood, and the cheering was renewed for some time. The 
next toast was the ^ Queen and the rcMt of the royal family i^ in 
giving which, the chairman paid a high compliment to the exalted 
virtues of her majesty. This toast was drunk with great applause. 
The chairman, liter a neat preface, next gave ^^ The people^ the 
onfy legitifnate source of power^ drunk with immense cheering. 
Various other toasts were drunk, introduced by appropriate and 
effective remarks. During the dinner the balloon made its appear- 
ance as before stated, and had a grand effect, the place of ascension 
being only separated from this field by the town-wall. This im- 
mense number dined without the least disorder or inconvenience. 

This being the fiftieth year since R. Raikes, esq., devised the 
plan of Sunday-school instruction, the committee of the Newcastle 
Sunday-school Union determined to hold a jubilee on the day of 
the coronation, in celebration of the event. On the morning at 
six o'clock, the teachers of the various schools met in Brunswick- 
place chapel, to crave the divine blessing upon themselves and their 
children. At ten o'clock the children and their teachers met in 
the same chapel where they were addressed by their ministers. In 
the afternoon nearly 2,000 children, and. 300 teachers took tea 
together in their respective school-rooms, when most of them were 
presented with a beautiful jubilee card, containing a portrait of Mr. 
Raikes, and the jubilee hymn, " Blow ye the trumpet, blow," &c. 
(engraved by Mr. Collard, and supposea to be the first portrait on 
steel done in Newcastle). In the evening a special general meet- 
ing of the Union was held in St. James chapel, Blackett-street, 
which was most numerously attended. The meeting was address- 
ed by the chairman, John renwick, esq., Messrs. D. H. Wilson, J. 
Heaton, W. Cruik^anks, of the Temperance Society, T. Brunt- 
tng, G. Sample, A. Reed, and J. F. Grant The collection amount- 
ing to £7. 5«. 8<f. 

In Gateshead, the children and teachers assembled in the Wes- 
leyan-chapel when addresses were given by Messrs. Sumner, 
Mortimer, and Cruikshanks ; and in the afternoon the children par- 
took of refreshments with their teachers. A numerous party of 
the most respectable inhabitants of Gateshead celebrated the coro- 
nation by a dinner at Mr. Kenmir's, the William the Fourth inn, at 
that place ; George Hawks, esq., in the chair ; Mr. J. Fairbairn, 
vice-president. After the cloth was removed, the chairman, in a 
neat and appropriate address, congratulated the companv on the 
joyous cause of their assembling, after which he proposed, '* The 
King, and may he long reign over a free, loyal, and united people," 
which was drunk with cheers and acclamations. A gentleman of 
the company then sung <' God save the King," in the chorus t6 
which he was enthusiastically joined by the company. This toast 
was followed by '« The Queen," «« The Princess Victoria" and the 
rest of the royal family. Many other loyal and local toasts were 
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drunk, and the company separated at a late hour. Another puUic 
dinner took place in Gateshead at Mrs. Calvert's, the Half Moon 
inn, by about twenty gentlemen, principally officers of Excise of 
Gateshead and its vicinity, Robert Coulson» esq., in the chair; 
Mr. James Thompson vice-president. A number of lojal and 
other appropriate toasts were drunk, and the evening was vpeat 
with great cneerfulness. 

Tlie coronation day having been appointed for layii^ the foun- 
dation stone of a new Episcopal chapel, at Hetton, in the county 
of Durham, the ceremony took place at twelve o'clock on that day. 
The stone marked << Will. IV. Sep. 8, 1831," being lowered down, 
it was arranged and adjusted according to masonic rule, by G. T. 
Fox, esq., of Durham, in the presence of several of die subscribers and 
inhabitants of Hetton ; after which an appropriate address was de- 
livered by the Rev. E. S. Thurlow, rector of Hou^ton-le-Spring, 
in which parish the chapel is situated. It is likely to be of great 
service in so populous a neighbourhood as Hetton, where there are 
not less than 5,000 to 6,000 mostly arisen from the establishment of 
the great collieries near it. The building funds arise from sub- 
scriptions of the late and present bishops of Durham, the dean and 
chaptert and Lord Crewe s trustees, and of sundry individuab in- 
terested in the success of the coal-mines, with grants in aid by 
the parliamentary commissions, and the church building society of 
London. 

The coronation of their majesties was observed at Stockton, 
by the bells being rung merrily, and a display of flags from 
the Custom-house, Town-house, and numerous shipping in the 
harbour, the shops were closed, and the day was obsreved as a 
holiday. At seven o'clock on the morning, the bellman summoned 
the poor in the town to attend at the shambles, where Robert 
Lamb, esq., mayor, with his accustomed liberality and kind atten- 
tion to the wants of his fellow-creatures, at his own expense, caused 
about 160 stones of beef to be distributed, and which was done to 
between 400 and 500 families. At four o'clock, the mayor, with 
a larse party of gentlemen, dined at the Town-house ; the dinner 
consisted of every delicacy the season could afford ; several loyal 
and appropriate toasts were drunk, and Uie evening was spent with 
great conviviality. 

The coronation of their majesties was observed with great re- 
spect at Darlington. The shops were all closed, the bdls were 
rung durine the whole of the day, a band of music paraded the 
streets, and three public dinners most respectably attended, were 
held, there being present the leading gentlemen and tradesmen of 
the town. The dinners reflected great credit on Mr.Losh, of the 
Kang's-head ; Mr. Hird, of tlie Fleece ; and Mr. Benson, of the 
Sun inn. Guns were fired in abundance, and a bonfire made st 
night ; and the gas monument (which had recently been erected 
in the Market-place,) was lighted for the first time. The dsv 
passed over without any accident, and the town was partly iUmni- 
hated at night. 
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A grand dinner party was held at the Londonderry-armsy Sea- 
ham harbour, to celebrate thetM>ronation of their majesties* 

A very magnificent display of Chinese fire-works took place at 
Barnardcastle» in honour of the coronation of their majesties* The 
display continued from eight o'clock till half-past eleven o'clock in 
the evening* and reflected great credit upon the ingenuity of Mr* 
T. Bell, the contriver and conductor of the exhibition. 

At Sunderland, the 82d regiment, stationed at the barracks, 
fired 9ife^ dt joie in honour of the day, flags were displayed in 
various parts of the town, all business was suspended, cannons 
were fijred and bells were rung* A large party of gentlemen dined 
at Kay's, the Golden Lion inn. Sir Cuthbert Sharp in the chair, 
and the poor in Sunderland workliouse were plenteously regaled 
with roast beef and plum pudding, with a sufficiency of ale* lu the 
evening, the town was partly illuminated* 

At South Shields, the festivities of the day were observed by 
the ringing of bells, firing of guns, &c* At eight o'clodc on the 
the morning, 500 poor families were supplied with 41bs. of beef, 
and a loaf of bread each* A fat sheep was also distributed to the 
poor by Mr* John Oyston* At half-past ten o'clock, a grand con- 
cert was given in St. Hilda's chapel by the choral society, and a 
band, Mr* Ingham performing on the organ* ^t one o'clock, a 
general meeting of the inhabitants was held in the market-^place, 
pursuant to public notice, when a loyal address to their majesties 
was read and agreed to amid great cheering* Nicholas Fairies, 
esq*, was chairman, and Robert Ingham, esq*, moved the address* 
At the conclusion of the address, the band commenced playing 
" God save the King," when the choral society and the assembled 
multitude joined in singing it* Flags were di^layed from the 
ships in the harbour, as well as firom many houses in the town ; 
parties dined at the principal inns, the poor were also regaled with 
a dinner and ale at the workhouse, the sailors had a procession, 
and there was a display of fire works in the evening* 

At North Shields, the coronation was celebrated with every de- 
monstration of joy* The bells rung many merry peals, suns were 
fired from Clifford's-fort, and the ships in the harbour displayed a 
gay appearance, being all decorated with flags* To make the poor 
comfortable on this memorable occasion, a liberal subscription was 
entered into by the inhabitants, from the proceeds of which each 
poor familv was supplied with bread, beef, and ale* £50. were 
given by the managers of the seamen's relief fund to be distributed 
to the scullermen in beef and bread. A large and respectable 
party dined at the George Tavern, when many loyal and patriotic 
toasts were drunk. The fish-women had also a dinner in their 
market on the New Quay, and got so merry, that they footed it 
'< on the light fimtastic toe" before parting 

At Uowdon-dock, near North Shields, there was a distribution 
of five fat sheep, one hundred loaves, and a barrel of ale, among the 
poor inhabitants of tliat villageu 

The Harmonic society of Morpeth, held a concert of sacred 
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music, in the church of that town (gratis), to celebrate the coro- 
nation of their majesties (S. Fenwick, esq., presided at the organ )» 
which was attended by a most numerous ana respectable audience. 
The selection was principally from the works of Handel, Mason, 
Stc* The coronation anthem was unanimously encored, and the 
performance was executed with great taste ana precision, and re> 
fleeted much credit on the society. 

At Chester-le-street, the bells were rung merrily, and Mr. Joho 
Jackson, of South Shields, gave to twenty poor persons of the 
former place, one ounce of tea, one pound of sugar, and a cake 
each, to regale themselves on the occasion of the coronation. 

On this auspicious day, great rejoicings took place at all the 
towns and most of the villages in Northumberland and Durham, 
Indeed, one universal feeling, seemed to pervade the whole king* 
dom. 

1S31 (Sept \\)m — Being Sunday, the coronation of the kins was 
celebrated with great solemnity at the Catholic chapel, in New- 
castle. The Rev. Mr. Worswick, preached an eloquent and inw 
pressive sermon on the duty and obligation of loving one's countrj, 
after which he invoked the blessings of heaven on this beloved 
country, and its patriotic and reforming sovereign, and the coro- 
nation anthem vpas sung. The solemnities of the day concluded 
with the ceremony of benediction, and the performance of a grand 
Te Deum composed by Graun. Mr. Charles Miller presided at 
the organ, and several gentlemen of the choral society lent their 
assistance. 

September 12. — Mr. Green and Major Callender ascended in 
the magnificent balloon of the former, a few minutes after three 
o'clock, from the yard of the gas company, in the Manors, New- 
castle. The ascent was considered private, although thousands of 
people were assembled to witness it, and every place commanding 
a view of the yard was crowded. The balloon when disengaffed» 
rose rapidly but steadily in a course towards the west ; but when 
it gained a certain elevation, it seemed to remain motionless for a 
few minutes over the town, and then took a north-easterly direc- 
tion. When at a considerable height, the aeronauts threw out a 
pigeon, which fell almost perpendicidarly, until it reached a por- 
tion of the atmosphere sufficiently dense ror buoyancy and the ex- 
ercise of its wings, llie balloon, after being about an hour in the 
air, descended at Low Gosforth, nearly three miles from Newcastle. 
The day was tolerably favourable ; the clouds, diough numerous 
flying at a great height ; and the grandeur of the spectacle was 
heightened at intervals by the sun breaking out from behind the 
clouds. 

September 19. — Mr. Green made another ascent from the cor- 
poration yard, near the gas works, in the Manors, Newcastle. On 
this occasion, he was accompanied by Miss Oyston, dauahter of 
Mr. Ambrose Oyston, brick manufacturer, of ^uth Shields. An 
immense concourse of spectators were assembled to witness the 
ascent, both in the yard which was fitted up for the reception ot 
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company, and on every house top and eminence which could com-^ 
mand a sight of the balloon. The day was clear, but somewhat 
windy, which occasioned a little delay in the aeronauts commenc- 
ing their journey, but the interval was agreeably filled up by let* 
ting off several pilot balloons. As this was the first time that a 
feinBle had ascended from Newcastle, the following account from 
Mr. Green may be interesting : — ** Between the hours of two and 
three in the afternoon of Monday last, was the time announced fior 
my ascent, at which period a sufficiency of gas was procured for 
that purpose ; but from the force of the wind then prevailing, com- 
binea with a desire to fulfil my engagement to the letter of my 
announcement, I requested permission from the ladies and gentle- 
men who had done me the honour of witnessing the preparations, 
to wait some time afler that set forth in my advertisements, at the 
same time informing them, that I had no doubt that in the course 
of a few minutes, there would be a sufficient lull of the wind to 
enable me to add to the sublimity of the ascent, which, in fact, 
was the case. I also informed them, that if it was in accordance 
with their wishes, I would immediately make the ascent, but from 
the cause named, decline being accompanied by a lady; on men- 
tioning which, the company expressed themselves perfectly satis- 
fied, and remained until twenty-five minutes past four, when my 
companion (Miss Oyston, of South Shields^, took her seat in the 
car, and I released the balloon firom the only remaining tie which 
confined it to the earth. On first rising, the balloon took north- 
west, a direction in which it continued about twelve minutes, when 
it encountered a slight current from the south-south-east ; but, on 
allowing a small portion of gas to escape, which I was compelled 
to do from the sudden expansion thereof, it again met with the 
original current, and after gaining an altitude of nearly a mile and 
a half, and floating thirt^-^ve mtntUes^ I effected a landing with little 
or no inconvenience. It was my intention to have prolonged the 
excursion as far as Morpeth, but from the favourable state of the 
country over which we were hoverlne, I judged it imprudent so to 
do, more especially as the wind was wen blowing strongly from the 
south-east, and the country we were approaching being thickly 
studded with trees, which would have rendered the descent much 
more inconvenient, and to a certain extent dangerous. My com- 
panion was much delighted with the novelty of her situation, and 
the beauty of the scenery presented to her, and continually ex- 
pressed her astonishment at the comparative littleness of every 
object that met her eye. A few minutes after leaving the earth, 
I direw some pieces of paper from the car ; and crossing a field of 
sheep, my companion durected m^ attention to the pieces of paper, 
which she stated she could distinctly see on the ground, out it 
ultimately proved to be the sheep alluded to. The descent took 
place in a pasture field called Saltwick Hawes, in the parish of 
Stannington. On descending, we were kindly invited to Startup 
Housei in Ogle Barony, where we partook of the hospitality of its 
worthy host, and awaited the arrival of a chaise from Morpeth, in 
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'^^j^^vejraace we arrived at Newcaitle about balf^ian twelte 

18S1 (Sq)L SO^—About ame o'clock on tbe moniing, b drcad- 
flil eiplosioij took place in the WilUngton High Kt, the virmau 
Of Mesgrs. Bell and Co, by whkdi three men and eight honlnl^ren 
Wled, and fourteen men severely bnrnt The whole complement 
M men were in the colliery at tbe time of (he accident, and muv 
^re live» must have been lost, but from another outlet to the pit, 
^ which the men were drawn up. The names of the ni&ren wen 
M«*ael Martin, Thoma. Nicholls, aod Jow^ Arautnx^. 



Octohir 10. — The common council of Newcaitle, eatabliihed ■ 
new corporate company entitled " The Company of Grocera and 
Spicers of Newcastle upon Tyne," of which Taylor Gibson, Henry 
Jefferson, John Di^iah, Thomas Atkinson, Robert Usher, William 
Alexander Bowes, Thomas Dobion, William Pearson, William How- 
bray Potts, John Mowbray, Septimus Mowbray, William Wailet, 
Richard Pringle Watson, the Younger, and Dawson Stephen Hmn- 
ble, free burgesses of the said town, and carrying on the trades or 
cr^s of a grocer and apicer, or the one of them, in the said town, 
were declared members, and they were consequently enabled to 
bestow the freedom of the town upon their apprentices. Tlie above 
wood-cut shews the arms of this new corporate company, ibr tbe 
use of which I am indebted to Mr. Henry logledew. 

October 17. — This'being the day appomted for the public meet- 
ing of the friends and associates of the Northern Political Union, 
to take into consideration the measures necessary to be adopt- 
ed in consequence of the House of Lords having rejected w 
reform bill, large parties of reformers arrived frxim the neighbour- 
hood of NewcasUe, during the forenoon, and proceeded to the 
places appointed for them, previous to walking in nrocenion to tbe 
town-moor, where the meeting was held. Nearly ail the ibcf* 
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were closed before the hour of meeting, and several flags were dis- 
played in different parts of the town ; but one that was hung out 
of the window of a dwelling-house in the Side, was considered of 
so improper a character, and attracted such crowds to witness it, 
that it was cut down by order of the mayor. It is necessary here to 
add, that this banner excited general disgust, and gave the only 
reason for the interferencie of the civil aumorities during the day. 
A little before twelve o'clock, the procession started from West- 
gate-street, preceded by the hustings, on which a board was placed 
with the words '< The King, Grey, and Liberty,** painted on it. 
The reformers followed walkine four a-breast, with complete regu- 
larity and order, forming a hne of such immense extent as to 
occupy nearly fifly minutes in passing any particular spot. About 
a dozen bancfs and upwards of thirty flags, variously inscribed and 
ornamented, were dispersed over the whole, and contributed much 
to enliven the scene. In the centre of the procession was the car- 
riage of Charles Attwood, esq., of Whickham, from whence he had 
been drawn that morning by a party of his friends, who continued 
to pursue this method of evincing their respect towards him. Tlie 
hustings were placed on the cow-hill, and were immediately filled 
and surroundea by people who continued to increase in number 
until afler one o'clock, when the number present were computed 
at about 50,000 persons. At one o'clock Mr. Attwood was called 
to the chair, and that gentleman immediately addressed the meet- 
ing at considerable length. The other principal speakers on the 
cause of reform, were, Mr. John Fife, surgeon, Mr. Eneas Mac- 
kenzie, Mr. Joseph Watson, Mr. R. W. Swan, Mr. W. A. Mitchell, 
Mr. T. Hepburn, Mr. W. H, Brockett, Mr Larkin, and Mr. Thomas 
Doubleday. The last named gentleman having moved the thariks 
of the meeting to the chairman, for his able conduct in the chair, 
it was carried by acclamation. The chairman begged to assure 
them, that he would at any future time be glad to render them 
any service in his power in the advancement of the great cause for 
which they were assembled. Before they parted, he begged they 
would give three cheers for their gracious sovereign King William 
the Fourth, and three cheers for Earl Grey. The multitude then 
gave three tiroes three tremendous cheers each for the King and 
Earl Grey, and left the town-moor in the most perfect order. An 
address to his majesty and a memorial to Earl Grey were unani- 
mously agreed to at this meeting. 

1831 ( Oct 22 J* — A fire broke out at Presson-farm, near Wark, 
belonging to Mr. Taylor. The wind blew very high, and in a few 
minutes the flames increased to a frightful height, and consumed 
two large stacks of hay, five large stacks of straw, a stable, two 
sheds, two byers, and a hen house. With great exertions the fitt 
cattle and horses were got safely out, and the fire prevented spread « 
ing to other parts of the building. Its origin could not be account- 
ed for. 

October 25. — A public meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, 
was held in the Guildhall of that town, to consider of and adopt 

TOL. II. T t 
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the best means of supporting the patriotic exertions of his majesty's 
ministers, for still carrying the reform measure into effect. On the 
motion of James Losh, esq., the right worshipful the mayor of 
Newcastle, Archibald Reed, esq., was called to the chair ; and the 
requisition having been read, he said he hoped every gentleman 
would obtain a fair and impartial hearing. James Losh, esq^ then 
rose, and in a speech of considerable length stated in a most lumi- 
nous manner the object of the meeting ; the other speakers were 
Antliony Easterby, esq., Mr. Alderman Wright, Mr. John Bowes 
Wright, Mr. William Irving Wilkinson, Mr. William Armstrong, 
M. W. Ridley, esq.. Dr. Headlam, Mr. Armorer Donkin, and 
John Hodgson, esq., M. P. The latter gentleman observed that 
he had witnessed with much satisfaction the unanimity that had 
prevailed at the meeting. He cordially agreed in the resolu- 
tions, but declined troubling the assembly at any length, as he 
had merely risen as a matter of form, to propose the thanks of the 
meeting to the chairman, whose ability and impartial conduct had 
never been more conspicuous than on that occasion. He concluded 
by moving that the resolutions and the two addresses should be 
signed by the chairman on behalf of the meeting, and that the latter 
should be transmitted for presentation to his majesty and Earl 
Grey. He likewise moved that the thanks of the meeting be gtyen 
to Mr. Reed. Mr. Charnley seconded the first proposition, and 
Mr. Losh the latter, when the mayor briefly returned thanks, and 
said it would give him the highest degree of pleasure to sign the 
resolutions and addresses. The meeting, which was numerously 
and respectably attended, then broke up. 

1831 fOcL 26 J. — A disease, termed Cholera Morbus^ made its 
first appearance at Sunderland, in the county of Durham, and so 
fatal were its effects, that between the above day and April the 
3d, 1832, there were 538 persons attacked, of whom 205 died«* 
On its first appearance much alarm was excited in consequence of 
some mediou practitioners having declared that it was contagiowty 
whilst others contended for its non'Coniagum ; in the mean time 
government having been apprised of the mortality existing at Sun- 
derland, sent Doctors iDaun and Barry (the former intimately ac- 
quainted with cholera from his long residence in Lidia, and the 
latter had been to Russia to witness the progress of cholera there), 
to examine and report, and they, in opposition to the resident ra- 
culty, declared it to be the Asiatic cholera of a highly malignant 
and contagious nature, and in consequence the ships from that 
port were put under a quarantine of fifteen days, causing great 
stagnation of business, which added much to the distress amongst 
the lower orders. Boards of health were established at that and 
the neighbouring towns. The large school-house, built by Mr. 
White, at Coxon*s Green, near Sunderland, was fitted up as an 
hospital for the reception of patients afflicted with cholera. The 
barrack gates were closed to prevent the garrison having any 

* Communicated by my friend, William Beid Clanny, esq., M. D., Sun* 
derland. 
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communication with the town, the magistrates caused the streets 
and lanes to be cleansed by the fire engines, and a committee of 
gentlemen was formed, who divided the town into districts, and 
▼tsited each daily, in order that all persons afflicted with cholera 
miffht have medical aid. Many meetmgs of the faculty and others 
took place for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of the dreadful 
malady, and also to devise the best means of relieving the distress- 
ed inhabitants. The nobility and gentry of the county of Durham 
subscribed liberally towards the relief of the poor during this awful 
visitation. On its first appearance it was supposed to have been 
imported from abroad by the shipping, this was satisfactorily ascer- 
tained not to have been the case, but that it was the English cho- 
lera of a highly malignant nature. It raged principally amongst 
the lower orders whose dissolute habits and poverty rendered them 
speedy victims to its direful attacks, most of them only surviving 
a few hours. In the year 1665, during the plague of London, that 
dreadful disease was imported into Sunderland by shipping, as ap- 
pears from the following entry taken from the register-book of the 
parish of Bishopwearmouth : — ** Jeremy Read, Billingham in Kent, 
bringer of the plague, of which died about thirty persons out of 
Sunderland in three months. Sepult. July 5th 1665." 

Not wishing the cholera to spread^ I shall here deviate a little 
from the chronological order of the work. 

1831 (Dee* 7^«— -The cholera morbus commenced it ravages in 
Newcastle, from which time to March the 12th, 1832, the number 
of persons attacked was 971, of which 306 died. From the con- 
stant intercourse between Newcastle and Sunderland, this visita- 
tion had been apprehended for some time, therefore every means 
had been adoptea by the local authorities to avert as much as pos- 
sible the impending danger. Various meetings of the faculty, &c.. 
took place, at one of which doctors Daun and Barry were present, 
lieut-col. Creagh had formed a board of health by order of govern- 
mentt and Arctiibald Reed, esq., mayor, having received orders to 
send to government daily reports of the state of health in Sunder- 
land, South Shields, North Shields, and Newcastle, obtained every 
information in his power for that purpose. Letters were sent to 
the owners of property in Sandgate, Pftndon, the Close, Castle- 
garth, Queen-street, Bailiff-gate, Back-row, and other ill-ventilated 
and dirty places in the town, calculated to spread the infbction, 
earnestly recommending them to have the interior of their houses 
washed with hot lime, either at their own expense or that of their 
tenants. The magistrates, who were unceasing in their exertions 
to mitigate the evil, ordered the lanes in Sandgate to be washed 
with hot lime and thoroughly cleansed. Hospitals, to which pa- 
tients might be removed on their first attack, from populous neigh* 
bourhoods, and where they could be more efficientlv attended to, 
were fitted up with the requisite conveniences. The Castle was 
appropriated to the parish of St. Nicholas; for the parish of 
All Saints, a large house on the North Shore behind Sandgate, 
was converted into an hospital ; the paupers were removed from 
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Su John's poor-house, in the Bath-lane, without the Westgate, to 
other premises, and that building was fitted up for the recepUoo 
of cholera patients in the parishes of St. John and St. Andrew. 
The mayor issued an order in pursuance of the powers delegated 
to him by the privy council, that the bodies of all persons who died 
of cholera, should be interred within twelve hours from the time of 
their decease, and an inspector was appointed to see that this order 
was complied with. Every precaution was taken with the dead ; 
they were buried in a part of the church-yards set aside for the 

{>urpose, their graves were not less than six feet deep, and quick 
ime was thrown in upon the coffins, the corpses were not allowed 
to enter the churches, but were taken forward to the graves, and 
the service read over tliem there. In St. Nicholas' church-yard 
they were buried east of the north transept. The number of re- 
cently dug graves, all so near together, had a very mournful effect, 
and in consequence lime was spread over them, then earth added, 
and the hillocks levelled, which rendered the sight not so appal- 
ling to the passenger. The corporation caused a carriage to be 
constructed to convey with more ease and less danger, patients 
to the various hospitals, and the same body were at the ex- 
pense of building a hearse to convey the corpses to the grave. 
The barracks by way of precaution were closed, and the soldiers 
stationed there were not allowed to come into the town* In con- 
sequence of this visitation, the theatre in that town was not opened 
as usual for the Winter season, a quarantine was placed upon all 
ships from that port, by which business was most grievously stag^ 
nated, and the annual Christmas ball and supper given at the man- 
sion-house were postponed until the 22d of March, 18S2, which jee. 
It was most distressing to hear during the greatest fatality of this 
disorder, the constant tolling of the bells of the various churches 
from mom to night, and every heart seemed to mourn, on observ- 
ing, in rapid succession, such a number of corpses being conveyed 
through the streets, many of them without a smgle attendant, but 
the person who was appomted to lead the horse, which was attach- 
to the hearse, and he holding the bridle at its utmost stretch, but 
let me forego these appalling recollections, and state what was done 
by the voluntary and liberal contributions of the nobility, gentiy, 
and the inhabitants in general towards relieving those who were m 
misery and want. A great number of keels of coals were given to 
the poor by the coal-owners, but the following copy of a hand-bill 
delivered at the time will best explain the munificence of the pub- 
lic during this distressing period : — 

« THE COMMITTEE 

Ap?oiktzd by the Public Meeting held on the 80th November, to relieve 
the Wtaxta and add to the Comfbrta of the Poor InhabitanU of Newcastle, 
having, in consequence of the pressing Demands made upon them by the 
different Parochial Boards, and from their anxious desire promptly and 
efficiently to remove the extreme Privation and Distress found to exist, con- 
siderably exceeded in their Expenditure the Amount of the Subscriptions 
they have received, respectfully submit a Statement of the Relief they have 
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afibrded, while they uive the neoearit^ of ftirther Contributions. On Appli- 
catioB Chey hare supplied to the Parishes the fbllowing : — 



St. Nicholas',... 

All SainU'. 

St. John's, 

St. Andrew's,... 

Weetgate, 

Bjker, 



127 
664 
261 
228 
10 
60 

1330 



fi9 



85 
398 
199 
144 

4 
36 



866 




18 
183 

64 
114 

4 
10 



383 



7 
20 

3 
16 

1 





46 



II 



6 
81 

4 
8 





48 



I 



24 

167 

24 

24 

6 





234 



!l 



i 



120 
618 
216 
262 
12 
120 



1338 



132 
416 
216 
120 

120 



1003 



ll 



3 

7 
3 
2 



16 



And in addition to this they hare sent to All Saints*, 84 Jacketa and 12 
Bedigowns, to St. Andrew's, 24 Boys' Caps and 12 paurs Women's Shoes. 

£. s, d. 

For these articles they have already paid 1221 8 

And for Keel dues and hibour for Coals, &c. 61 18 6 



er £1278 6 6 

In Addition to this they have nearly £130 yet to pay. The Amfmnt of 
Subscriptions received is £1,106. 6«. 6d., so that, in the Expenditure and the 
Obligations they have incurred, they have exceeded their K^ceipts by about 
THREE HU^IDREU POUNDS. 

The Committee are rejoiced to think that by the timely Aid they have 
been enabled to afford, more especially in Situations where the Chdera was 
most prevalent, the p rogre ss of the Malady has been materially checked. 
They appeal with Confidence, therefore, to the Benevolence of the Public to 
empower them, by renewed Subscriptions, to discharge their Obligations, 
ana to extend still further Assistance where it is much wanted. 

It is particularly requested that Gentlemen who have not yet paid their 
Subscriptions will have the Goodness to forward them without delay to Sir 
M. W. Ridley and Ca, the Treasurers, or to any of the Banks in Newcastle. 

MerchanTs Court, NeweuUe, December ZU 1831." 

The overseers, &&, of the different parishes in their search of the 
necessitous inhabitants, were frequently shocked at the scenes of 
wretchedness which presented themselves. 

The following table is taken correctly from the official daily 
reports of 

CHOLERA AT NEWCASTLE. 

The first Report of Cholera was issued on the 9th Dec. 1831.~The fol- 
lowing is a copy >— 

« Ncmcatik, 9th Dec. 1831, 10 c^ekek. 
** Fust Report of Cholera. 

** Cases in the last two days, 6 
•'Dead, 2_^ 

** Remaining, 3 

The three remaining cases are mild. 

*« By order of the Board of Health, 

•* Jouir BaowH, Secretary.** 



\ 
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1831. (Fint Report), 
Dec 10, Saturdajr, 

11, Sunday, 

12, Monday, 

13, Tuesday, 

14, Wednesday,... 

15, Thursday, 

16, Friday, 

17t Saturday, 

18, Sunday, 

1% Monday, 

8U, Tuesday, 

SI, Wednesday, ... 

22, Thursday, 

23, Friday, 

24, Saturday, 

26, Sunday, 

26, Monday 

27, Tuesday, 

28, Wednesday, ... 

29, Thursday, 

30, Friday 

31, Saturday, 

1832. 

Jan. 1, Sunday, 

2, Monday, 

3, Tuesday, 

4, Wednoday, .... 

6, Thursday, 

6, Friday, 

7t Saturday, 

8, Sunday, 

9, Monday, 

10, Tuesday 

11, Wednesday, ... 

12, Thursday, 

13, Friday, 

14, Saturday, ....... 

16, Sunday, 

16, Monday, ........ 

17, Tuesday, 

18, Wednesday, ... 

19, Thursday, 

20, Friday,'. 

21, Saturday 

22, Sunday, 

23, Monday, 

24, Tuesday, 

26, Wednesday, .... 

26, Thursday, 

27, Friday 

28, Saturday, 



Remaining 
Report. 




3 
3 

4 
8 
20 
31 
.34 
39 

47 
68 
36 
SO 
44 
42 
39 
34 
40 
42 
43 

67 
66 
64 

76 

108 

108 

116 

120 

120 

111 

103 

09 

98 

90 

87 
79 
74 
82 
76 
63 
65 

67 
60 

67 
62 
62 
63 
72 
54 
60 
48 



ifew 
Ctuet. 



TWOIL 



6 

2 

2 

7 

16 

14 

16 

13 

20 

11 

7 
11 
80 
11 
13 
12 
21 
16 
20 
39 
22 
33 
23 

67 
18 
46 
29 
10 

47 
19 
29 
10 
13 
20 
14 

7 
20 
16 
21 
16 
20 

8 

7 
13 

1 
22 
14 

9 

9 
10 
11 



876 



6 
6 
6 
11 
24 
34 
46 

47 

69 
68 
60 
47 
60 
65 
66 
61 
66 
66 
62 
82 
89 
98 
87 

133 
126 
163 
145 
130 

167 
ISO 
132 
109 
Hi 

no 

101 



94 
98 
96 
78 
85 
76 
67 
70 
63 

74 

77 

81 
63 
60 
59 



Reco^erei, 







1 
1 


2 
2 

7 
3 

19 
9 

12 

7 

14 

10 

6 

8 

9 

9 

16 

23 

7 

14 
12 
26 
19 

6 
45 
19 
24 

9 
15 
16 
16 
11 
II 
18 
21 

9 
12 

8 

7 

2 

11 

8 

3 

20 

10 

8 

8 
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DMl 



2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
3 
10 
6 
6 
2 
6 
8 
4 
6 
2 

7 
9 
6 

10 
6 
8 

U 
4 

11 
6 

11 
6 
6 

11 
8 
9 
2 
6 

7 
6 
1 
1 
6 
12 
4 
6 

7 
3 
6 

3 
2 

7 
3 

4 
6 
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otiMiB 



3 
3 
4 
8 



31 
84 
39 

47 
53 



30 



42 
39 
34 
40 
42 
43 

«7 



64 
76 

108 

108 

116 

120 

120 

111 

103 

99 

98 

90 

87 

79 

74 

62 

76 

63 

66 

67 
60 

67 
62 
62 
63 
72 
64 
60 
48 
46 



Carried forward. 
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Brought forwardy 
1832. 

29, Sunday, 

30, Monday, 

91, Tuesday, .. ..,.. 

Feb. 1, Wednesday, .... 

2, Thunday, ...••• 

3, Friday 

4, Saturday, 

6, Sunday 

6, Monday,. 

7, Tuesday, 

8, Wednesday, .... 

9, Thursday, 

10, Friday, 

11, Saturday, ....... 

18, Sunday, 

13, Monday, 

14, Tuesday, ........ 

16, Wednesday, .... 

16, Thursday 

17, Friday, 

18, Saturday, 

19, Sunday, 

20, Monday, 

21, Tuesday 

22, Wedn^day, .... 

23, Thursday, 

24, Friday, 

25, Saturday, 

26, Sunday, 

27, Monday, 

28, Tuesday, 

29, Wednesday, ... 
Mar. 1, Thursday, 

2, Friday 

3, Saturday, 

4, Sunday, .,.. 

6, Monday, 

6, Tuesday, 

7t Wednesday...... 

8, Thursday 

9, Friday, 

10, Saturday, 

11, Sunday 

12, Monday, 

* 13, Tuesday, 

ToUl fiom 7th Dea 1831. 
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46 
44 

36 

38 
26 

17 

14 

18 

16 

13 

13 

11 

12 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

7 
6 

6 
6 

7 
6 

4 

3 

1 
2 

3 
6 
4 

4 
3 
2 
3 
3 
4 
1 

1 
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876 

7 
6 
8 
6 
1 

7 
6 
4 

2 
2 
6 

4 

1 
1 
2 
1 
6 
2 
1 
2 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 


1 



1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 





1 



1 





I 







971 



Total, 



63 
49 
43 
44 

27 
24 
19 
28 
18 
16 
18 
15 
12 

7 
6 

7 

7 

11 

8 

7 
7 

9 
9 

7 
8 
8 

7 
6 
4 
4 
2 
3 
6 
6 
6 
4 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
1 
1 
1 




atcoftereA, 
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8 
10 

4 
14 
10 
10 



6 

6 

2 

6 

2 

6 

2 

1 

I 

1 

6 

1 

2 

8 



8 

1 



1 

8 

2 

1 

2 







2 

I 

1 

I 







1 
1 
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1 

4 
1 
4 


1 
1 


2 
1 





1 



1 



2 
1 

2 




1 






1 






2 



1 





666 



306 



44 

36 



26 

17 

14 

18 

16 

13 

13 

11 

18 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

7 
6 
6 
6 

7 
6 

4 
3 
1 
2 
3 
6 
4 
4 
3 
2 
3 
3 
4 
1 

1 





The Reporta were all signed, 

'* JOHK BrOWK, 

** Secretary to the Board of Health.*' 

The above does not include the cases in Newcastle and Gates* 
heady which were attended by Mr. George Timiy sorgeooy of 

* To thit<Uj*i rapofft wai added,— •« Thlt UtholMt npoit to be iMutd.** 
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Newcastle) whose kind communication I here acknowledge* and of 
which the following is a copy : — 

** Dear Sir,— It is with great pleasure that I communicate to ^ou the 
number of caies I attended of the diaeaae which was lately efudemic here, 
and which was generally, but* in my opinion, erroneously believed to be 
cholenu Caaea, 168; deaths, 16; recoyered, 162. It may also be proper to 
state, that six of those who died, had been preWoudy attended by other medi* 
cal practitioners. They had also taken mustard or other stimulants* and 
three of them had also been bled. 

" I am, sir, 
** your obedient servant, 

<• G£OBO£ TINN. 
« NeweatUe, AprU 18, ISSS.** 

There were interred at Su Nicholas church, from December the 
ISth, 1831* to January 29th, 1832* thirty-one persons who had 
died of this disease ; and at All Saints church* from December the 
9th* 1831* to February 21st* 1832* eighty-seven persons who had 
fallen victims to the same disorder. The other churches also re- 
ceived a portion* but the generally crowded state of all the church- 
yards in Newcastle, precluded them admitting any more ; the bodies 
were* therefore* after this* interred at the Ballast-hills* St. Ann's 
chapel, and the Westgate«hill General Cemetery. In answer to a 
request which I made to John Fenwick, esq.* that gentlemen with 
the greatest urbanity* sent me a letter of which the following is a 
copy :— 

•' Newcastle upon Tyne, 14th April, 1838. 

*' Dear Sir, — On the breaking out of the Cholera in this town, the com- 
mittee of the Westsate Hill General Cemetery, appropriated the south-west 
comer of the ground for the interment of such persons as might die of that 
disease. They ordered that no dead body should be brought into the chapeU 
but be carried at once to the grave, which by the regulations of the trust* 
could not be less in depth than six feet from the surface^ and that the sexton 
should always throw a quantity of quick lime on the coffin before he began to 
throw in the earth. I am not informed of the precise number of persons who 
had died of this disease who were buried in tbis^ground, as the committee had 
no power to make any reflations respecting interments in vaults or in graves^ 
the private property of mdividuals ; but a considerable number must have 
been interred. After the disease became very &ta], theoffioers of the various 
parishes* sent the bodies of all persons who bad to be buried at the public 
expense to the New Cemetery, as the church-yards were so crowded that it 
was not deemed prudent to inter persons dying of this disease in them. 

** I am* dear sir, 

** your*s rincerely, 

" JOHN FENWICK." 

As aproof of the sanatory condition of Newcastle, previoudy to 
its being visited by the cholera* it may be stated from a careful es* 
amination of the several registers of burial* that the deaths for the 
months of September, October, and November* 1830* were 538* 
and that for tne corresponding months in 1831* the deaths were 
432, being less by 106* than &e former period. The above mor- 
tality dreadful as it may be considered* is nothing compared with 
the destruction of human life in the year 1636* when the plague 
visited Newcastle and Gateshead. In the former place there were 
5037 deaths* and in the latter 515 deaths* out of what must have 
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been a very limited population compared with the present A state- 
ment of weekly progress of the plague in Newcastle and Gateshead 
at that time may be considered interesting :— 

IN NEWCASTLE, 

1636, From May 7tb to the 14th, 59 

May 14th to the 2l8t, 55 

May 2l8t to the 28th, ^ ^ 99 

— May 28th to June 4tli, 122 

June 4th to the 11th, 99 

June nth to the 18th, 162 

June 18th to the 25th, 183 

— June 25th to July 2nd, 172 

July 2nd to the 9th 184 

July 9th to the 16th, 212 

July 16th to the 2abrd, 270 

July 23Ttl to the 30th, 366 ' 

July 30th to August 7th, 337 

August 7th to the 14th, 422 

August 14th to the 2l8t 346 

Au^ist 21st to the 28th ^ 246 

August 28th to September 4th,~ 520 

Septembex 4th to the 11th, 325 

September 11th to December 31st,) g^^ 

when the plague ceased. { 

Total of deaths in Newcastle, 5037 

IN GATESHEAD, 

1636, From May 30th to June 6th, 10 

June 6th to 13th, 24 

June 13th to 20th, 19 

June 20th to 27th, ^ 34 

June 27th to July 4th 40 

July 4th to nth 75 

July nth to 18th, 66 

July 18th to 25th, 60 

— > July 25th, to August 1st, 60 

— ^ August 1st to 8th, 29 

August 8th to 15th 17 

August 15th to 22d, 18 

August 22nd to 29th, 13 

August 29th to September 5th, 14 

September 5th to 12th, 11 

September IStli to 19th, 7 

September 19th to S6th, 4 

September 26th to October 3rd, 6 

October 3rd to 10th, 2 

October 10th to 17th, 2 

October I7th, 4 

Total inGateshead, 515 

It will be seen by the above tables that the greatest sweep of 
human life in one week in Newcastle, was 520 1 This dreadful vi- 
Bttation, would in all probability have been accompanied with a 
great famine (the usual concomitant of a pestilence), had not the 
magistrates of the town exerted their utmost endeavours to 

vot. II. u u 
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preTenI it FumigatioiiB of pitdi» rosioy and frankincensei VP^'^ ^ 
have been used as antidotes on this melancholy occasion^ and lo 
cleanse the apartments of those who had died of it, to prevent the 
spreading of the infection. See voL L page 89. 

A ktUr redd im guUd from the maifor atid aldermem qf Nemcttik t^m 7yMl9<&r 

tnajfor and aldermen ofthU Brongh, 
** Bight Wobthie Gemt. 

** Wee haue reoeaved fipom jo^ bj a servant of Sir John Qaver-, 
ing the some of 40 marks a verie ample exprearion of jrour pittie to us in this 
our great calamitie by reaaon of the sorepestilence ao long contjnueing in this 
place, your charitie with the helpe of God shall be by us continually had in 
remembrance, and as occasion shall require shall be requited with thankfiill. 
ness according to our powers. God in his^ercye for Christ Jesus his sake 
cease the sickness and preserve yuw and all wiers from the same. The 
nomber of the dead is not so manye this last weeke as formerly being but one 
hundred twentie two. The great death of people that hath beene wbich doth 
amount to verie nere 0000 persons since the beginning wee &are is thecmse 
that there dye fewer now ; there being not aoe many people left in the towns 
as there was. Thus with all due resp^rts of thankfUuness wee rest, 

" Your truly loving friends 

« P£TE RIDDELL, maior. 
«• WM. WAKMOUTH, ROB. ANDERSON. 
Octob 1636 <• RAPHE COLE. LEONARD CARR, yk." 

A copy of the ahove letter extracted from the Guild-book, Ber- 
wick, 1636, fol. 159, was presented by the Rev. James Raine, of 
Durham, to the Antiquanan Society of Newcastle, from whose 
Transactions I have copied it verbatim. 

Newcastle has freauently been visited by most dreadful plagues. 
It is stated in << The Life of Ambrose Barnes» sometime afderman 
of Newcastle,'* that he was ^< bound apprentice to the calling and 
profession of a merchant, the year after the town had been surren- 
dered to the Scots," (1645), and that during his servitude, <<that 
desolating judgment, the pestilence, had made for some months, 
an horrible devastation in r^ewcastle, heaps of dead bodies, were 
every night carried in carts, to be buried without the walls,* and 
the town was very much become a solitude. One of the maid ser- 
vants in the family where Mr. Barnes liv'd was lying below stairs, 
sick in bed, the other was to appearance in health, waitins at table 
upon her master. Mr. Barnes informed him of some £mgerous 
symptoms which the maid who was sick began to have npon her 
body. The roaster perceiving the contagion had reacht his house, 
arose immediately from dinner, leaving the shop, counting-house, 
< scritoire, debt-books, keyes, and all his effects,' to the care of Mr. 
Barnes, and the same day took ship at Shields, for Hambuigh. 
That night dy*d the maid, who at dinner time, was waiting at table 
in perfect health, the next day dy'd the other maid, who had fell 
sick before. Mr. Barnes was quickly after infected, and shut up 
in an empty large house near the Exchange, without any living 

* At that time there would be lew or no buildings without the walls, ex- 
cept on the east. During the excavationa for the numeroua buildii^ wfaidi 
have since been erected without the walla, these bones have not yet bees 
turned up. Time may expose them to public view. 
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creature besides himselfy but they rapt at his door, when they 
brought him meat, and he himself came and took it in. In this 
hideous lonely manner he spent several dayes and nights. A huge 
great tumour rose upon his neck behind, the suppuration whereof, 
pbysitions were of opinion, saved his life." 

18S1 (Dee. 10^. — The cholera made its first appearance at North 
Shields, from whidi day to March the 17th, 1832, the number 
of individuals attacked in North Shields, Tynemouth, and Chirton, 
was 258, of whom died 91 persons. 

Deeemh9t 25..—The Cholera made its appearance at Gateshead, 
and on the following day (Monday), forty cases had occurred. The 
number of persons attacked between this day and the 6th of March, 
1832, was 402, of which 144 died. On the Tuesday, the number 
of new cases was by far the largest that had occurred in the dis- 
trict in any one day,* which excited considerable alarm. <^ On the 
25th, about one o'clock,*' sa^s Mr. Brady, <<we were assailed by a 
third and fourth example or the disease, and before the next morn- 
ing^ at ten o'clock, a very considerable number had fallen sacrifices 
to its pestilential ravages. Within a space of twelve hours it spread 
itself over a diameter of two miles» and i^eared to pay but very 
little distinction to altitude of situation, for the higher parts of the 
town were laid under its stroke in an equal degree, or nearly so, 
with the lower. Pipewellgate, HiQgate, the banks above PipewelU 

C, Oakwellgate, and the lanes leading from it, Jackson's Chare, 
i's-]ane» Wreckenton, Gateshead Low-fell, Low-team, situations 
as different in their external characters as can well be conceived, 
were all indlBcriminately exposed to its fury, imd I do not think 
the cases were one whit milder in the more elevated, than in the 
lower parts of the town. That it is virulently epidemic a glaringproof 
haa DOW been afforded to my mind by the way m which we have been 
here visited by the disorder-^no principles of contagion could ac- 
count for such a sudden spread of the disease«"f "Die above in a 
great measure refutes die argument fbr contagion, and Mr. Green - 
how, among other arguments on the non-communicability of cho- 
lera, gives Uie following : — << That, in the hospitals at Newcastle and 
Gateshead, where, were there such an agent as contagion, it must 
haive been present in its most concentrated fonni no case has oc- 
curred of illness arising from attendance on the aick, either in the 
persons of the nurses, Uie resident apothecaries, or the attending, 
or numerous succession of visiting members of the medical profes- 
sion." And again, ^< That the notion of persons being infected by 
the dead bodies of cholera patients appear equally unfounded, some 
such su^cted cases are referable to other causes; and those most 
exposed to contact with the dead, as medical men, in pursuing post 
mortem examinations, have not, in any instance sufiered*" The 
following table is taken correctly from the official daily reports of 

* A joiner in Gateshead, it is stated, made %^j coffins in one week, and from 
December 26th to January the 13th, had made 102 coffins for persons having 
died of this malady. 

f See Mr. Greenhow*8 work on Cholera, 1832. 
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mtlast 
Report. 



1881. 

Dec 20, Mondajt 

87, Tuesday 

28, Wednesday, ... 

29, Thursday, 

80, Friday 

31» Saturday, 

1832. 
Jan. I, Sunday 

2, Monday, 

3, Tuesday, 

4, Wednesday, .... 

8, Thursday, 

6, Friday, 

7f Saturday 

8; Sunday, 

9. Mondav, « 

10, Tuesday, 

11, Wednesday, .... 

12, Thursday, 

13, Friday 

14, Saturday, 

16, Sunday 

16, Monday, 

!?• Tuesday, 

18, Wednesday, .... 

19, Thursday 

20» Friday 

21, Saturday, 

22, Sunday, 

23, Monday, 

84, Tuesday, 

26, Wednesdays •••• 

26, Thursday, 

27, Friday, '. 

28, Saturday, 

29, Sunday, 

30, Monday, 

31, Tuesday, 

Mar. 1, Wednesday,.... 

2, Thursday, 

8, Friday, 

4, Saturday, 

6, Sunday, 

6, Monday, 

Total since Dec. 26, 1831, 




30 
49 
68 
74 
94 

84 
94 
89 
89 
98 
86 
64 
36 

37 

40 

36 

28 

26 

16 

16 

16 

10 

8 

3 

4 

4 

4 

6 

6 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

8 

2 

9 

8 

6 

4 

2 



New 



40 
69 
44 
29 
39 
20 

20 
18 
16 
26 
16 
8 
6 

7 
11 

9 
1 
2 


6 
2 
2 


2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 



1 




TotaL 



402 



40 



93 

97 
113 

114 

104 

113 

106 

114 

113 

93 

70 

42 

48 

49 

37 
30 
26 

21 

17 
18 
10 
8 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
3 
8 
2 
2 
2 
9 
10 
9 
6 
6 
8 



Died. 





8 

12 

16 

16 



9 
16 
11 
11 
19 



29 
3 
3 

18 
8 
8 
8 
6 

8 
1 
3 


1 

1 

1 
3 






1 
3 
8 
8 
8 



268 



10 

38 

IS 

8 

3 

8 

1 
8 
5 
6 
9 

7 
6 

8 

6 

1 

1 

8 

8 

1 

1 



1 

8 

1 

1 



1 



8 

1 



1 



1 







1 

1 



1 





»»< 



144 



49 



74 
94 
84 

94 
89 



98 
86 

64 
36 

37 
46 
36 
28 



16 
16 
16 
10 

6 
3 
4 
4 
4 
6 
6 
4 
4 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
9 
8 
6 
4 
2 




All the Reports signed, 



«« JOHN DOBSON, 

" Secretary to the Board of Health. 
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Sunderland, Newcastle, North Shields, and Gateshead, appear to 
have been the towns in Durham and Northumberland, most devoted 
to the ravages of this pestilence, but a great number of colliery and 
other villages suffered in no ordmary degree. On the 3d of Jan, 
1832, at the village of Newbum, situated on the river Tyne, 
about five miles west of Newcastle, the cholera broke out and made 
dreadful devastation — out of a population of 550, occupying 131 
houses, there were 424 persons attacked, of whom 57 died. Among 
the victims was the Rev. James Edmonson, the vicar of that place. 
After the death of Mr. Edmonson, no funeral rites were performed 
over those who died of the cholera, until the appomtment of the 
Rev. Mr. Reed, to the vicarage, when that divme performed the 
service at the grave of his predecessor, and the others, who had not 
had that service at the time of interment. See March 4/A, 1832. 

1831 (O^ 27^.*.There was a great public meeting at Sunder- 
land, to determine on presenting an aadress to the king on the 
subject of the rejection, bv the House of Lords, of the bill for a 
reform in the Commons' House of Parliament. During the early 
part of the day, the Sunderland band of music paraded Uie streets, 
and about 12 o'clock, Sir H. Williamson, bart., M. P., entered the 
town in his gig, which was decorated with a Ifljge blue and yellow 
flag. Most of Uie shops were closed, and flags were exhibited from 
several of the windows. The meeting was convened to take place 
in the Assembly Room at twelve o'clock, but owing to the great 
crowd that attended, it was adjourned to the large open area in 
front of the building. After the arrangements had been completed, 
Bernard Ogden, esq., was called to the chair, and H. Lambton, 
esq.. Sir H. Williamson, bart., M. P., R. Brown, esq., J. W. Wright, 

esq., Pemberton, esq^ R* Spoor, esa., of Whitburn, &c. &c., 

moved the resolutions, &c., in animated addresses, which were re- 
ceived with loud cheers, by the assembled thousands, and the 
meeting broke up. The whole was conducted in the most peace- 
ful nuumer. • 

October 31 — The freeholders and other inhabitants of the county 
of Durham, met in the spacious area in front of the court-house 
at the city of Durham, to deliberate on the rejection of the reform 
bill, and to address his majesty and his ministers. The number 
present was between 8,000 and 10,000, sevejal parties having 
arrived from Gateshead and other parts of the countv during the 
forenoon. On the ground a variety of banners and placards were 
displayed, inscribed with mottoes generally indicative of esteem for 
the king and his ministers, and detestation of boroughmougery and 
boroughmongers. The scene, before the commencement of the 
meeting, was further enlivened by the presence of three or four 
bands of music which played at intervals. Hustings were erected 
in the centre of the area, which were nearly filled long before the 
hour of meeting. Soon after one o'clock the high sheriff, C. J. 
Clavering, esq., of Axwell Park, took the chair and opened the 
proceedings, after which, the requisition (to the sheriff), nume- 
rously and respectably signed was then read. The principal 
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speakers were, G. H. Wilkinson, W. C. Harland, Cuthbert Rippon, 
R. D. Shaftoe, Hedworth Lambton, T. C. Graneer, W. Russell, 
M. P^ Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart^ M. P^ W. R. C. Chajtor, 
M. P.. Geoi^e Baker, G. T. Fox, George SiWertop, and Charles 
Attwood, esqrs. After several cheers had been given for the king 
Mr. Wilkinson moved the thanks of the meeting to the high shen^ 
for his impartial conduct in the chair ; and also that he shocdd sign 
the addresses on behalf of the meeting. The sheriff said that be 
would do 60 with great pleasure, and Uien dissolved the meeting. 

1831 (Non. 9 J. — The sacrament of confirmation was adminis- 
tered by the Right Rev. Dr. Penswick, bishop of Europwm^ and 
vicar apostolic of the northern district, in the Catholic chapel in 
Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, to between 400 and 500 children. Hie 
ceremony was exceedingly impressive, and was preceded by an 
appropriate sermon, preached by the bishop in his pontifical robes. 
One of Mozart's masses was sung with great efiect by the chom 
Mr. Charles Miller presided. 

November 10. — An address firom the inhabitants of Sunderland 
to his majes^, on parliamentary reform which had been voted 
at a public meeting held there, was forwarded for presentation, 
having 10,077 signatures attached to it. 

November 17. — As George Lowerson, a boy about fyat years of 
age, was playing about his father's door at the Felling, near New- 
castle, the covering of an old pit unknown to any persOD, sunk in with 
him, and he was drowned in the water at the bottom. His body 
was not found until the 2l8t., and on the following day an inquest 
was held on the body, who brought in a verdict of ^ accidental 
death." 

November 25.-*-The mayor of Berwick, John Langhom, esq., 
with the magistrates and oUier officers, a depntatton i^pointed by 
the corporation, waited on Lord Edward Fitzclarence, at Etal 
House, in Northumberland, to present his lordship with the free- 
dom of the borouffh.* After an appropriate address by the mayor, 
and a condescending reply by the noble lord, the deputation were 
hospitably entertained with an elegant defuni d la fnmAeUe^ and 
returned highly gratified by the pditeness and cordiality of their 
reception. Lord Edwwrd Rtzclarence is a son of the present 
popular monarch of these realms, King William the Fourth. 

Same day, died, at Colliery Row, near Houghton-le*Spring, Mn. 
Elisabeth Kobson, aged 100 years. 

December 21. — The friends and admirers of the Rev. William 
Turner, of the Unitarian cliapel, Hanover Square, Newcastle, gave 
him a very splendid entertainment at the Assembly Rooms in ac- 
knowledgment of his mat public usefulness, and on the occasion 
of his entrance into the fiftieth year of his residence in that town. 
Upwards of one hundred gentlemen sat down to dinner, among 
whom were, James Losh, esq., chairman ; Dr. Headlam and Wil- 
liam Boyd, esq., vice-presidents ; the Right Worshipiiil Archibald 
Reed, esq., mayor, of Newcastle ; Alderman Shadfortb, Sir Robert 
Shafto Hawks; Colonel Campbell, and Charles William Bigge, 
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John Buddle» John Adanoisoiiy John Claytony Samuel Walker Pto- 
ker, Anihony Easterby, Armorer l)onkiD» Rosael Bladcbirdf Alfred 
Hallt John Lambton Loraine, Robert Ingham, and John Bowes 
Wright, esqn., &c. &c This venerable gentleman, then seventy 
years of age, was highly complimented in the various excellent 
speeches that were made on this occasion. His philanthropy and 
unceasing endeavours to do all the good which lay witbm his 
power, particularly in the formation of Sunday schools, literary so- 
cieties, &c«9 without regard to sect or party, had endeared bun to 
every one* After the evening had been spent in the most gratify- 
ing manner^ Mr. Turner proposed that they should amdude by 
drinkii^ a favourite toast of a highly valued friend of his, long since 
dead, Mr. Thomas Simpson, of the blue manufactory, who was ex- 
tremely hospitable, but alwavs within the bounds of moderation. 
He hoped tbey would join bun in giving— <* Decent Convivtality." 
Mr. Losh observed, that it was his duty, as chairman, to keep them 
as kMig together as he could ; but after the kind exhortation of their 
venerable friend, be fblt it to be no less a duty to comply with his 
request, and wish them all good night. The company then sepa- 
rated, highly gratified at the spirit of cheerfulness and decorum 
which had prevailed during the evening. 

A few days afler, this reverend genUeman had another proof of 
attachment shewn to him. On Monday the 9th of January, 1832, 
the Unitarian congregation assembling in Hanover Square chapel« 
Newcastle, presented their pastor with an elegant silver saJver, 
suitably inscribed, to mark their sense of his efficient services as a 
preacher of the gospel, and in commem<wation of his entering upon 
the fiftieth year of his ministry. It was presented by James Losh, 
esqn who addressed Mr. Turner and the company assembled, at 
the close of which Mr. Losh said, '^ I shall add no more, but re- 
quest the secretary to read the inscription on the plate, and again 
beg the reverena gentleman's acceptance of this token of our 
esteem." Mr. R. W. Swan then read the inscription, which was 
as follows : — ^ This salver was presented to the Rev. William Tur- 
ner, by the Unitarian congregation of Hanover Square chapel, 
Newcastle upon T^e, on the occasion of his entering into the 
50th year of his ministry, as a testimonial of their unqualified ap- 
probation 1^ his services during that period, of their sincere respect 
and affisction for him as a friend, and of their unfeigned admiration 
of bim as a man and a christian. The subscription on this occasion, 
confined to members of the chapel, having accumulated to the 
amount of three hundred and twenty pounds, it was resolved to in- 
vest three hundred pounds of this sum in securities for Mr. Tur- 
ner's benefit. That their faithful shepherd may long live to enjoy 
this tribute of their affection and esteem, is the earnest praj^r of 
his christian flock. Presented on the ix. day of Jan. mocccxxxii.** 
Mr. Turner then returned thanks in a very feeling reply, in certain 
parts of which he seemed much affected. Mr. Swan, as secretary to 
the committee for conducting the subscription, then presented to 
Mr. Turner a list of the names and individual subscriptions, which 



336 HISTORICAL REGISTER OF [a. D. 1831. 

was done in a very appropriate address. The congregation then 
separated. An excellent likeness of Mr. Turner was engrayed by 
the late Mr. Ranson from a painting by Nicholson. Mr. Cbamfey 
has also published a very good portrait of this popular divine, and 
the late Mr. Bewick cut in wood a very striking black profile in 
miniature. 

1831 (Dee, 23^. — Early on the morning, the stables of Jacob 
Maude, esq., of Selaby-hall, near Staindrop, in the coun^ of Dur- 
ham, were set on fire, and four fine horses, two of them hunters, and 
two coach horses, worth from £400. to £500. were entirely destroy- 
ed. No doubt was entertained that this was the work of incendia- 
ries, as this was a seond attack, the stables having been partly set 
on fire the Sunday previous, December the 18th, but it nad been 
got under. For the apprehension of the incendiaries, his miyesty's 
government ofiered £200., Mr. Maude £100., and Uie marquis of 
Cleveland £100. 

December 24. — Upwards of 1,000 pitmen riotously assembled 
together at Waldridge colliery, near Chester-le-street, in the county 
of Durham, and while from twenty to thir^ men were at work in 
the mine, stopped the engine, necessarily kept going in order to 
pump out the water, and then threw large iron tubs, wooden niB' 
terns, corves, and other articles down the shaft, by which stoppage 
of the engine, throwing down of tubs, &c, the workmen were placed 
in the utmost danger. For apprehending and bringing to justice 
the persons concerned in these outrages, his majesty's government 
offered a reward of 250 guineas, and a fi*ee pardfon to accomplices, 
and the owners of Waldridge colliery also offered a reward of 250 
guineas to any one but the real actors in the outrage. At the Dur- 
ham Spring Assizes, March the 2d, 1832, six men named James 
Becketts, CuthbertTumbuU, JohnMiddleton, John Rippon, Samuel 
Brown, David Kelly, and Thomas Moore, were put upon their trial 
for the above outrages, and after a patient investigation, the jury 
retired for about ten minutes, and returned with a verdict findinc 
Brown, Rippon, Moore, Middleton, Kelly, and Becketts, guilty, and 
TurnbuU, not guilty ; the first three were then sentenced to 15 
months' imprisonment, Middleton and Kelly to 12 months, and 
Becketts to 6 months' imprisonment. It appeared upon the trial, 
that the pitmen employed at this colliery had refused to work, and 
in consequence the owners had employed some lead miners, who 
were down the pjl^^at the time of die outrage. The pitmen's at^ 
tempt at domination is here too apparent, seeing that they will 
neither work thepselves jpor let others work ; this is intolerable. 
The laws will protect tj*^ men that are willing to work. Mr. Jus- 
tice Alderson, in pafj^ing sentence, observed '< that they had been 
convicted by a jury of * .eve qgi^tTy of a very serious offence, of a 
brutal and unmanlyif sfampt yi. the lives of men who had done 
them no wrong, but y^ no not geing able by their honest labour to 
obtain a sufficient support, had engaged to take their places when 
they thought fit to discharge themselves. It happened fortunately 
for them, fortunately for the poor lead-miners, fortunately for the 
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county of Durham, that the military arrived in time to prevent the 
completion of their purpose. They were bold enougn vrhen the 
men they sought to crush were underground, but no sooner was a 
legitimate force opposed to them than they ran away like cowards, 
as they always were who felt a consciousness of guilt. He wished 
he could see before him the leader of their band, and that he were 
made to suffer the punishment he so well merited," Sec* &c* 

1^1 fDee. SO y«— Died, at Framlbgton, in Northumberland, 
Elisabeth Headley, a^ed 107 jeats. 

DeoutAer* — Died, m St. Giles' workhouse, London, Mr. John 
Mttford. He was bom at Mitford-castle, in Northumberland, had 
served as a sub-officer in the fleets under Hood and Nelson, and 
was related to the noble family of Bedesdale, but whose depraved 
and vicious habits had long rendered him an alien to his kmdred, 
and an outcast of socie^. His name will be long remembered in 
connezion with Lady Percival, in the Black-heath affiur, for his 
share in which, he was tried but acquitted. For many years Mit- 
ferd had lived by chance, and slept three nights out of the week 
in the open air, when his finances did not admit of his paying three- 
pence for a den in St. Giles.' Though formerly a nautical fop, for 
fourteen years before his death, he was ragged and loathsome ; he 
never thought but for the necessities of me moment, and having 
had once given to him an elegant pair of Wellington boots, sdd 
thesA for a shilling ; the fellow who bought them put them in pawn 
lor fifteen shillings, and came back in triumph with the money. 
** Ah" said Jack, " but he went out in the cold air for it." He was 
the author of **Jokm9^ Newoame in the Navy." The publisher 
gave him a shilling a day till he finished it. Incredible as it may 
appear, he lived the,whole of the time in Bayswater-fields, making 
a bed at flight of grass and nettles. Two-penny worth of bread 
and cheese and an onion, was his daily food, the remainder of the 
shilling he expended in ffin. He thus passed forty-three days, 
wairiiing bis shirt and stockmgs himself in a pond when he required 
clean linen. He was employed in the latter part of his life by pub« 
lishers of a humble class, and of a eeriain description. Efforts had 
at various times been made to reclaim him, but without effect. A 
Mr. E . ■■ , a printer and publisher, having an eye to business, 
took htm into .the house, and endeavoured to render him ** decent ;" 
for a few days he was sober, and Lord RedesdalC) (through Uie in- 
strumentality of Mr. James Green, of Wills' Coffee-house, Portu- 
gal-street, who had been a brother officer of Mitfjrd's, and fought 
with him at the battle of the Nile), enabled him to make a respect- 
aUe appearance ; indeed his lordship had lfuml^rl^':s times evinced 
a disposition to support Mitford in respecta :^ity,but the wretched 
nmn was too deeply plunged in vice^and low :*abits to be reclaim- 
ed. Whilst editing a catchpenny pu Aicaf^ \ Mr. E , was 
obliged to keep him in a place, half khxsherf 'tU half cellar, where, 
with a loose grate tolerably filled, a Ciodle, and a bottle of gin, he 
passed his days ; and, with the covering of an old carpet,' hu nights ; 
oerer issuing from his lair but when the bottle was empty. Some- 
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times he got furious with drink, and his shoes have been taken 
from him to prevent his emigrating ; he would then run out without 
them, and has taken off his coat in winter and sold it for half a 
pint of gin. A short time before his death, be wrote a song *^ The 
King is a true British Sailor" and sold it to seven different pub* 
lishers. This miserable man was buried by his friend ; he left a 
wife and family, who had always been, and after Mitford's death,, 
were provided for by Lord Redesdale* His remains were deposited 
in St. Giles's church-yard on the 30th of December. The funeral was 
of a most respectable description, and a considerable sum of money 
was given by the noble lord, to the paupers of St. Giles' puish. 
The following is a copy of the last letter he ever wrote ; it shews 
that he ended his days in comparative comfort. The letter is ad* 
dressed to one who had some hand in getting him into the work- 
house :«-'' Sir, — I have been so changeable in my state, that some- 
times I have not strength to hold a pen to thank you for the very 
great kindness I have experienced at your hands. The doctor ia 
very humane and attentive, for I cannot forget what a wretched 
beggar I was for any of you to notice. My breath will never re- 
cover, and 1 firmlv believe my lungs are decaying ^t ; but I hope 
to get round, and yet live a few years on Lord Kedesdaie's muni- 
ficence, and my earthly saviour Mr. Green's care. He said he 
would leave another sovereign, but 1 have no extnavagances to gra- 
tify — ^fruits and other light things are all that I require — paper, 
pens, &c. 1 wish to go as near the mark as possiblcy as I place no 
faith in any future hopes. The nurse is truly honest, and accounts 
to me for every penny. Mr. Green, perhaps, mentioned to yon 
about some clothes for me to sit up in, which I am sure would 
hasten my recovery — he thought he had an old dressing gown. If 
you. Sir, can favour me with your assistance on this great point, it 
will be an additional obligation conferred on an impraviiktU poor 
wretch^ who had no hope of twenty-four hours' life, when you re* 
ceived him into this benevolent asylum. I am. Sir, Your truly 
obliged and obedient humble servant, John Mitford." 

183 1« — This year, St. John's church, in Newcastle, underwent a 
complete repair by the exterior of the tower beinff pointed with ce- 
ment, and nearly the whole of the crocke tted pinnacfes upon the tower 
and the body of the church being in a very bad state, yr^ro replaced 
with new mason work, but preserving the original form. 

1832 (Jan. II J ^ — ^Divine service was performed in the churches 
and various dissenting chapels in South Shields, prayers were o^ 
fered up to God that die fearful disease then prevailing in the 
neiffhbourhood might \M stayed. The day was strictly kept as a 
hohday, all business being suspended, and ail the shops dosed. 

January 25. — This day, the Burns Club, of Newcastle, met to 
celebrate the anniversary of the birth of the immortal baid by their 
accustomed annual dinner, at the house of Mrs. Richardson, the 
sign of the Three Indian Kings inn, on the Quay. The chair 
was taken by Mr. Thomas Small, who dischaiged the duties of 
president with that peculiar suavity of manner and exuberance of 
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humour for which he is distinguished. He was ably sustained by 
Mr. £dward Train, as vice-president. On the removal of the 
cloth, after the usual loyal toasts, the chairman rose, and in very 
felicitous terms, excused himself for not entering fully into the 
poetical character of the great national bard, the anniversary of 
whose, birth they were met to celebrate ; he felt the task to be 
perfectly unnecessary in a company who had shown themselves so 
feelingly alive to the merits of one whose exquisite strains had* 
called forth unmingled admiration, not only in the land which gave 
him birth, but in every country where their beauties had been made 
known. In conclusion, Mr. S. begged to propose ** The immortal 
memory of Robert Bums ;" which was drunk standing, followed by 
three times three enthusiatic cheers. After this toast, the secre- 
tary of the club, Mr. W. G. Thompson, delivered a poetical address, 
(forming the eighth which he had prepared, in succession, for these 
interesting commemorations of poetical genius,) which contained 
some allusions both to the serious and the humourous efforts of 
Bums, and was loudly applauded. In the course of the evening se- 
veral of the poet's best pieces were sung and recited ; in particular, the 
** Address to the Deil," by Mr. G. Burdis was much applauded, and 
the excjuisite song of <* Highland Mary," was sung by the presi- 
dent with a touching pathos and sweetness which will not readily 
be forgotten by those who had the pleasure of hearing it. The 
toasts, which were chiefly from the works of Bums, were nume- 
rous, but not, however, to the exclusion of local genius ; a brief 
but forcible tribute was paid to the memory of Mr. Thomas 
Thompson, the autlior of << Canny Newcastle," &c. and his song of 
** Weel may the Keel row," was finely sung by one of the mem- 
bers, assisted by four others in the chorus. On this occasion, the 
space behind the president was fitted up with several busts arranged 
in the fbDowing order : in the centre a bust of Burns, prepared ex- 
pressly for the occasion by Mr. Dunbar, the sculptor, a member of 
the club ; on the right of which stood busts of Byron and Milton, 
on the left those of Scott and Shakspeare, and in a niche on the 
left of the chair was placed a fine bust, by Mr. Dunbar, of Captain 
James Glencaira Bums, modelled whilst that gentleman was pass- 
ing through Newcastle on his way to visit his venerable parent. 
The arrangement did Mr. Dunbar great credit, and imparted a 
splendid and imposing appearance to the apartment. A beautiful 
pen-and-ink drawmg of Bums, by Mr. Tram, vice-president, was 
also in the room, (a present fit)m that gentleman to the club) and 
was much admired. The dinner and wines were exceUent, and the 
harmony of the evening was maintained till a late hour under the 
unwearied auspices of the excellent chairman. This society, which 
is strictly private, was founded in the year 1820, previous to which 
time a public society, under the title of the ^< mwcastle Bums 
Club," held anniversary celebrations, which were announced by 
advertisement. 

1832 (Jan. 25^.— The rope house of Mr. Cameron, of Bishop- 
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weamiouthi was burnt down. The workmen had left tome hours 
before the discovery of the fire, and such was the violence of the 
flames, aided by the combustible materials of the place, that the 
whole was consumed in a short time. 

18S2 (Jan. 2SJ, — The Newcastle Courant newspaper of this day 
was increased by the addition of uiother column (makiog seven), to 
each page. In the address to readers, it is stated, that for years the 
average number sold was '* upwards of 3,200 weekly." Admitting 
this to be the case, it may verv properly retain the motto *' hic 
ST UBiQUB.*' February the 11th, a new and enlarged wood cut 
by Mr. R. £. Bewick, for the head of this Journal was first used. 

Jcawary 30.^— The right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, had a select party to dinner at the mansion-house, to 
meet the foUowing scientinc and distinguished foreigners, viz.:— 
The Viscount DesfoumeauX| from Paris; Professor and Doctor 
Delpaches, from Montpelier ; Doctor Lewenhagen, from Moscow ; 
and M. M. Laurisson, and Da Costa, from Switzerland. These 
gentlemen had visited Newcastle in order to make themselves ac- 
quainted with the phoenomena which characterized the spasmodic 
cholera in Englana. Men who come from the most distant parts 
of Europe to gather knowledge, to enable them to augment the 
sum of numan happiness, are justly entitled to tlie highest respect 
of socie^, and in this instance the liberality of this worthy cmief 
masnstrate was highly conspicuous. 

January, — This month, a female penitentiary was established 
at Sunderland, and two individuals had taken shelter under its 
roof, and several more applications had been made. 

February 3. — About twenty gentlemen partook of an excel* 
lent supper at Mr. Robert Pace's, sign of the White Swan, Cloth 
Market, Newcastle, on the occasion of presenting a bust and a 
handsome silver snuff*box, to Mr. William Gill Thompson, printer, 
the author of many ingenious poems and tales* The bust, which had 
been previously exhibited in the Northern Academy of Arts, was 
the first effort of Mr. R. S. Scott, and is an excellent likeness. Mr. 
D. Hobkirk presided, and the vice chair was filled bv Mr. W* 
Oliver, who gratified the company with a comic song, fufi of point 
and humour, written by him for the occasion. Amongst the com- 
pany were Messrs. Small, Dunbar, Train, Carmichael, Balmer, 
Anmer, Dodds, and other mutual friends of the parties, who spent 
the evening with the utmost zest and good feeling. 

February S. — A fire broke out in the paint manufactory of 
Messrs. Gibson and Todd, South Shields, which, in an hour and a 
half, intirely destroyed the valuable stock and premises. As there 
was a large quantity of oil, turpentine, rosin, and other inflamma- 
bles on the premises, great apprehension was entertained that it 
would spread to the property adjoining, but through the prompt 
exertions made to extinguish the fire, and the speedy arrival and 
efficient operation of tlie engine from North Shields, this was 
happily prevented. The fire was occasioned by the boiling over 
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of a copper of oil. Great praise was due to Mr. Fairies to w^ose 
able ancf well directed efforts, the preservation of the steam flour- 
mill, and other property adjoining, was mainly to be attributed. 

1832 (Feb. 6^.— -The old Roman Catholic chapel, Cockshaw, 
Hexham, (a new one having been built), was opened as a place of 
worship, in connexion with the United Secession Church of Scot- 
land, by the Rev. D. C. Browning, of Newcastle, who preached 
three times to crowded audiences ; after each service, liberal col- 
lections were made in aid of the funds. 

February 13« — At twelve o'clock at noon on thb day ^Monday\ 
the old bridge at Morpeth was closed up and rendered mipassable 
for all but foot-passengers, at the same time the new bridge was 
opened out for the use of the public on payment of toll. The old 
bridge, from its construction and decayed state having become in- 
convenient and dangerous, and many accidents having happened 
thereon, an act of parliament was obtained for the erection of a new 
bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the town of Morpeth. This 
act received the royal assent, June 1st, 1829. 

February 18. — About one o'clock in the afternoon of this day 
(Saturday), the boiler of the steam engine attached to Messrs. 
Wheatlev and Co's. forge, at the foot of the Swirle, in Sandgate, 
Newcastle, burst with tremendous violence. Such was the force 
of the explosion, that masses of brick, stone, wood, in fiict, almost 
all the interior of the building was scattered in every direction. 
The top and sides of the boiler being torn from the bottom, were 
carried through the roof of the forge, and, after ascendine to a 
great height m the air, came down on Messrs. Ansas and Co's. 
bonding warehouse, which was three stories high, and situated on 
the opposite side of the street, breaking throuffh the roof, and 
lodging on the second floor of the building, breuung some of the 
strong beams of that floor. The explosion was attended with a 
lamentable loss of life. Mary Temple, aged 11 years, who was 
near the spot at the moment of the accident, was wounded 
by the fallmg of the walls, and severely scalded, and died on 
the Monday mllowing. William M'Nare, the forgeman, employ- 
ed at the works, aged 51 years, Matthew Seymour M<Nare, his 
son, aged 10 years, who Imppened to be on the premises, were 
so severely scalded, that they survived but a short time. George 
Charlton, aged 32 years, and a female, named Susan Handley, aged 
10 years, afterwaras died in consequence. Robert Stewart, John 
Lowrey, and John Dawson, were also severely injured. Part of the 
sufferers were removed to the infirmary, where every attention was 
paid to them. Three or four others were scalded but not seriously. 
On the Monday an inquest was held on the five bodies, when the 
jury returned a verdict of acmdental death $ but desired it to be 
stated, that the man entrusted with the care of the engine was not 
equal to the duties of his situation. It was generally reported that 
he had had the valve of the boiler tied down with a rope, for the 
purpose of having a good start on the forgeman recommencing 
worlc after dinner, and thus allowing the steam to attain an 
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improper power. It was somewhat singular, that the engineman 
sitting with his daughter dose to the boiler when it blew up, and 
both escaped unhurt. 

18S2 (FA. 21;^— Died, at his house, in Eldon Place, Newcastle, 
after a few hours' OIness, Mr. Eneas Mackenzie, printer and pub- 
lisher, aged 54 years. Mr. Mackenzie was known to the public 
as the author of a History o^ Northumberland, a History of New* 
castle, and of several other works, and at the time of his death he 
was engaged in compiling a history of Durham, about one-half 
of which was published at the time of his demise. He was the 
proposer and active promoter of the Mechanics* Institution, in New* 
castle. He was bom in Aberdeenshire, from whence his parents 
removed to Newcastle, when he was only three years old. When 
a young man he worked with his father as a shoemaker, and after- 
wards became a minister of the Baptist persuasion. He next com- 
menced business as a broker in Sunderland, but this not answering 
his expectations, he returned to Newcastle and (^ned a school, 
which he abandoned for his final occupation, that of a printer and 
publisher in the number and periodical way. As a public man he 
was conspicuous, being the chairman of uie memorable political 
meeting held on the town-moor of Newcastle, on October the 11th, 
1819, on the transactions at Manchester; and more recently as 
one of the secretaries of the Northern Political Union. There is 
an engraved portrait of Mr. Mackenzie, and a bust of him is about 
to be placed in the Mechanics' Institution by a subscription of the 
members. Mr. M. fell a victim to the cholera, then ragmg in New- 
castle and its vicinity. 

Fdnwxry 24. — ^Died, at Berwick, Mr. James Lee, aged 100 
years, during a great part of which he had lived in the service of 
the late Sir Camaby Haggerston, bart, and his father, Sir Thomas 
Hagfferston. 

Pebruanf 25.— This day (Saturday), the hon. Sir Edward Hall 
Alderson, knt., and the hon. Sir John Patteson, knt., judges of 
assize, arrived at Newcastle, from Carlisle. Ther were met about 
^ye o'clock in Uie evening by Uie high sheriff or Northumberland 
(Oeo^;e Silvertop, esq.), near the top of the bank leading to Den- 
ton-bum, on the CflO'lisie road, about Uiree miles from Newcastle. 
The prevalence of cholera morbus in the northern district, it was 
said had caused this alteration, as the judges of assize had not 
arrived at Newcastle from Uie west from time immemorial. Sm 
tke ymr 1278, «o/. i. poffe 29. 

TinB month, the complete enclosure of St. Nicholas' church in 
Newcastle, by iron railing, was perfected ; the old wooden palmg, 
upon a bride parapet wall, which nad encircled the cemetery, having, 
from length of time, failed in different parts, was replaced with a 
stone parapet wall and lofty iron rails, which terminated on the 
east side of the south door way, as shewn in the annexed cut. 
This recess becoming a perfect nuisance, it was determined that 
the wall and railing should be brought round the west side of the 
door, thus encircling the cemetery and the whole body of the 



A. D. 1832.] RBUABKABLK EVENTS. S43 

church. The cemetery only, was firat encircled jd May, 1761. 
See vol. t. page 234. A great portion of the old wooden paling 
on the Muth aide, 0[qKwite to the vestry, wu thrown down by the 
preaeure of the crowd at the interment of the late Rev. John 
Smith, vicar. SeeJm. 22d,page 193. 



1832 C March 3). — The bonds of the pitmen of the rivers Tyae 
and Wear being near a close, they had a general meetiiu^ oa the 
above day, at Boldon Fell, in the coun^ of Durham. The men 
b^an to airive from their respective collieries shortly after nine 
o'dock, and, by eleven o'clock, it was supposed that there were 
between 7,000 and 8,000 on the ground. There were about fif^ 
banners, with various mottoes and devices ; one of them was sur- 
rounded with a deep bnxler of crape, but was so with referoice 
only to the death of a person at the colliery to which it belonged. 
Tbis meeting was fiw the purpose of not agreeing with the coal- 
owners for t^ next twelve months, unless they would bind the men 
bdonging to the Union, and divorce the 2d and 7th articles from the 
bond, &c Mr. t. He^nm (dtairmtm) enforced the necessity of 
all tfaeir future proceeoings being legal, and regretted the acta of 
•ev«al of thepitmeiii some of whom were then being punished ac- 
cordingly. The other speakers were Waddle, Parkinson, Arkle, 
and Atkinson, who all urged the necessity of supporting the 
Union for the maintenance of each other, as no leas than 10,00011 
bad been paid in the last twelve months from its funds. They also 
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deprecated, in strong terms, the outrages which had been com- 
mitted at Kenton, Widdridge, &c. At thb meeting an advance of 
wages was not alluded to. After a few peraonaUties had been 
vented against certain individualsy and the thai^ of the meedng 
given to various others, the meeting quietly dispersed. 

1832 /March 4iJ, — ^The Rev. J. Keed was presented to the vicar- 
age of Newbum, near Newcastle, vacant by the d^th of the Rev. 
Jas. Edmondson, who fell a victim to the cholera morbus, whilst that 
disease was raging in that villaee. No divine service having been 
performed there for some time, m consequence of Mr. Edmondson'a 
death, on the above dsiy (Sunday), the churdi was crowded to 
excess, and Mr. Reed, idter concluding a very impressive sermon, 
gave notice that he was then going to read the funeral service over 
their late vicar, and, immediately proceeding to the church-yard, 
was followed by about six hundred people, first to the grave A the 
vicar, and then to that of those who had been buried under similar 
circumstances, without the rites of the church having been perform- 
ed over them. This was a solemn and affecting scene to the in- 
habitants of Newburn, where the effects of the cholera had been so 
awful. 

March 7. — A melancholy occurrence took place in Beamish 
colliery, in the county of Durham. In consequence of an unex- 
pected rush of water, William Millar, the viewer, and Robert 
Moody were drowned; a third man escaped with difficulty. 
March 23, after the water had been considerably drawn off, the 
bodies were found in a most shocking condition. On taking the 
shoes from Moody, his feet separated with them. He left a widow 
far advanced in pregpancy, and fbur children. The bodies were 
interred at Tanfield, on the following day. 

March 7. — ^In the evening, a young man, named George Hen- 
derson, a cabinet maker, in the Dog Sank, Newcastle, who, along 
with others, was in the habit of going to St* Nicholas' belftey to 
practice the hand bells, in consequence of the hatchway of the first 
floor of the tower having that afternoon been left open^ unfortu- 
nately fell a height of upwards of 70 feet, on to the flagged floor 
of the church, and was almost instantly killed. The following 
evening an inquest was held before Richard Hill Gee, esq*, one ^ 
the coroners for Newcastle, on Uie body, when a verdict of ** Ac^ 
ddenUU DtaJtk^ was returned, and the jury unanimously passed a 
vote of censure for the gross negligenoe of tlie parties who had left 
the said hatchway open, without having given due notice thereof. 
In consequence of this steeple having aurmingly shrunk it had 
been plumbed, and the pluo[ib4tne left hanging down the hatchway. 
For a view of the under part of this hatcfawav» «« 9oL >. pa^ 6S. 

March 8.--*Died9 at Ahimouth, Mr. John Adams, aged 94 
years. He was a man of peculiar habits, and entertained atheistic 
cal principles, of which he did not hesitate the avowal. He had 
been origmally intended, and was educated, for the profession of 
the law ; but reverses had changed his course, and he became de- 
voted to philosophical speculations. Mr. Adams at one time taught 
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• icboot in Longfaougbton, but, growing appartntl^ more cynical . 
with agei be finally withdrew from socie^, becoming in s manner 
B reduM, with no compwiiMi but his d<^. "The door of his man* 
■ion, in the village of Ahiniouth, wu careftilly locked both on his 
exit and his eotrasce, and he was often the object of unprovoked 
insult from juvenile wantoaneaa and unenlj^tened manhood. He 
was a man of an acute intellect ; his conversationi on general sub- 
jects, was en^agiDf and instructive, and his remarks on every thing 
connected with his peculiar opinions, were pcuntedly keen and sa- 
tirical. His fisatures were good, his aspect serene and contempla- 
live. He always disdained to accept of perish allowance, and his 
diet must have been the most glaring imaginable. He was never 
married, and, nctwithstanding bu cvnical habits, possessed natunllj 
great benevolence. His body was interred in B^ord church-yara, 
on the ISth. 

1838 (Manh B^— The repmt of 
Mr. John Dobson, architect, on the 
state of St. Nicholas' church steeple 
in Newcastle, was submitted to a 
meeting of a committee of the com- 
mon coimcil, at which the church- 
wardens attended. It attributed 
the shrinking, which had excited so 
much alarm, to the injury which 
had been done (o the foundations 
by intemients in the inside of the 
church, and by a common sewer on 
the west side of it having been made 
too de^ and too near Uie building. 

[The expense of ^ciently securing 
the pillars of the steeple, by mason- 
nr and iron bars, was estimated at 
^ £I,iiOa, to be defrayed ^tly by 

1 necessaiT for the . ^ 

having anin been felt for (he safety of this beautiful steeple, the 



t £l,ijO(k, to be defrayed partly by 

[ the corpontion, and partly by the 

parish, if the parishioners should 



parish, if the parishioners 

imwove of the measures whii 

r for the safe^ of the building. Some 



imwove of the measures which were 
safe^of 
; safety a 
vicar "of 'Newcastle applied to the architects, Messrs. Dobson and 
Green, who were engaged in superintending the repain, to know 
whether it was well or ill fbundea. These gentlemen gave the fol- 
lowing answers; — " New Bridge-street, 21st April, 18S2. Reve- 
reod Sir, — As it appears tliat the congregation of SL NichoUs' are 
in some degree alarmed at the state of the tower, I beg to say in 
answer to your request, that I have no apfuvbenuon of any sudden 
fiulure of the building, so as to endanger the lives of the parish- 
iooers, although it he desirable, in order to avtnd interruption, that 
the week da^s SNvice sltoiild be discontinued for the present I 
remam. Reverend Sir, your obedient servant, Johh Dobsoh." 

" To the Reverend the vicar of Newcastle— Reverend Sir — In 

VOL. II. y y 
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answer to your enquiries respecting the safety of St. Nidioias* 
church steeple, the foundation of which is now being laid open Ibr 
my inspection. I beg to state that I do not think the structme in 
danger of falling at the present I am. Reverend Sir, your obe> 
dient servant, John Greek. Northumberland Pkice, Newcas^ 
Monday Morning, 23d April, 1832.*' The ibundationa of the pil- 
lars of the tower were laid open in the interior of the church, ex« 
posing many coffins, vaults, &c., which were removed to other ports 
of the church, and several courses of very large stones were bud 
from pillar to pillar, the foundations of which were found to be 
in a very bad state. I have been informed by a builder, who for 
many years had paid particular attention to the shrinking of this 
tower, that always afler these cracks had been filled up they soon 
opened again. These rents have become alarming lately, probably 
accelerated by the great weight of iron, stone, and lead which had 
a few years before been added to the top. Immense bars of iron 
have been put through the tower, as binders, and screw-bolted on 
the outsides, and every means adopted to secure the structure 
from falling. — For an account of this steeple, see vol. u page 50. 

1832 (March 10^. — Between 8 and 9 o'clock at night a fire was 
discovered in the manufactory of Messrs. R. and W. Hawthorn, en« 
gineers, &c., at the foot of the Forth Banks, Newcastle, which 
speedily assumed a very alarming appearance. The engines were 
immediately sent for, and, in the mean time, a number of persons 
endeavoured to arrest the progress of the fire, by throwing buckets 
of water upon it. After the arrival of the engines, some time 
elapsed before they could be got into efficient operation, owing to 
a bad supply of water, and they were a considerable time in full 
play before any visible effect was produced. About half-past nine 
o'clock, the roof fell in with a heavy crash, and the flames, which 
had before been partially confined, rose in a broad mass into the 
air. At this time the utmost fears were entertained for the con« 
tiguous range of tenemented houses, situated on the lower side of 
the manufactory, and leading to the Close, but, by the well-directed 
efforts of the engine, from the banks above, and the continued 
operation of those below, the danger was happily averted. About 
one o'clock on the morning, the fire was in a great measure subdued, 
and before four o'clock was quite extinguished, not, however, untii 
the whole of the manufactory, with the exception of the offices, was 
reduced to a mftss of ruins. The engines present were, one from the 
foundry of Messrs. Cookson and Co., in the Close, one from Mesan. 
Walker's, Parker's, and Co.'s lead works, and one each firom the 
Newcastle, the Sun, and the North British fire offices. A detach- 
ment of infantry, and the dragoons from the barracks, were aooB 
on the spot, and a party of the Northumberland and Newcastle 
Volunteer Cavalry were also early in attendance. How the five 
originated could not be ascertained ; it broke out in a room imme- 
diately above the engine, and it was conjectured to have be^i 

* Mr. T. M. Kichardson, artist, of Newcastle, is about to jniblirii an in- 
terior and exterior view of this structure, during these operations. 
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occasioned by the heat The damage was estimated at nearly £5,000., 
of this the loss in patterns was about £2,000., the remainder arose 
from the destruction of the building, the machinery in use, and 
the articles in the progress of manufacture^ The stock and pre- 
mises were insured for about £2,000. A loss, which operated 
▼ery severely, was that of the tools of the workmen, chie% mill- 
wr^htSi which were consumed. A man of the name of Thomas 
Thirlaway, in the employ of Messrs. Cookson, unfortunately got 
his leg broken whilst assisting to get out Messrs. Cookson's engine. 

ISS2 ^ March 21 J, — Being tlie day (Wednesday) appointed for 
a general fasting and humiliation, on account of the grievous plague 
wherewith it had pleased divine Providence to afflict this country, 
was observed in Newcastle with all the solemnity befitting the oc- 
casion. All the shops in the town and neighbourhood, with few 
exceptions, were closed, the manu&ctories were off work, and the 
day seemed to be generally considered as a Sabbath day. Suitable 
sermons were delivered at all the churches and chapels, which were 
miusually well attended. The day was most religiously observed 
at Durham, Sunderland, South Shields and North Shields, Alnwick, i 

and all the neighbouring towns. 

March 22^ — Mrs. Mayoress gave a grand ball and supper at 
the Mansion*house in Newcastle. From a laudable desire to serve 
the tradesmen who had all suffered in some degree from the pre- 
vious visitation (cholera), it was resolved that this should be a fan - 
cy, as well as a dress ball. The gaiety and splendour in which 
many of the guests appeared, shewed their readiness to meet the 
wish of the hostess ; while the number of the gentry, not only of 
the town, hot of the adjoining counties of Northumberland and 
Durham, afforded a flattering testimony of the estimation in which 
the chief magistrate and his lady were held. The exterior of the 
Mansion-house was decorated with variegated lamps, and the inte- 
rior was tastefully adorned with flowers and evergreens. The 
company (who had been invited by card) began to arrive at 9 
o'dockf and continued to arrive, with little intermission, till after 
11. Notwithstanding the number of carriages, from the arrange- 
ments which were imule as to their arrival and departure, all con- 
fusion was avoided. The ball was led off at 10 o'clock bv the 
sheriff of Newcastle (W. A. Surtees, esq.) and Miss Reed. 
Dancing continued in the Oak Room, where a band under the 
direction of Mr. Basnall attended, and the Hall, where the band of 
die Newcastle and Northumberland Volunteer Cavalry played, till 
18 o'clock, when supper was announced. The viands were such as 
became the hospitality of the Mansion-house of Newcastle. After 
supper, dancing was resumed, and continued till nearly 6 o'clock 
on the morning. The attention and urbanitv of the host and hostess 
were unremittmg, and greatlv enhanced tne pleasure of the ball. 
Amonff the fancy dresses, those which attracted most attention 
were the personmcations of Napoleon Buonaparte, Duroc, Charles 
the Second, Rochester, an Indian bridegroom, the Due de Yen • 
dorae, a courtier of George the First's reign, a Persian Prince, a 
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Turkiih chief, Billy Lack-a-da j, Doctor PaDgloM, &c. Ac Several 
of the ladies were in superb dresses, and some of them added to 
their charms by assumine the costumes of Swiss and French pea* 
sants, Poles, &€• They had one fauk only : they were too magni- 
ficent for the persons they represented. The whole assembly 
presented an exhilarating spectacle, where beauty and splendour 
appeared to rival each oUier. There were between 500 and 600 
persons present. Mr. Mayor (Archibald Reed, es^.^ in full dress, 
with ornaments of office; Mrs. Mayoress, solendia fancy dress; 
Mr. Arthur Reed, an Esquimaux ; Miss Reea, fiuu^ drc»s ; Miss 
M. A. Reed, a French peasant ; Miss Helen Reed, Highland girl; 
Mr. J. Reed, full dress ; Mr. A. Reed, jun., an Oriental dress (worn 
by Tbpoo Saib) ; Miss Abbs, a peasant of the IVrenees ; Mr. Adam- 
son, King Henry VUI ; Miss Adamson and Miss Fife, ladies <^ his 
court; Mr. Matt. Anderson, plain dress; Mr. Anderson, fimcy 
dress; Mr. J. Anderson, Russian; Mrs. A. fancy dress; Mr.D. 
Akenhead, full dress; Dr. Alexander, a Genoese ; Mrs. A., fimcy 
dress ; Mr. and Mrs. Allhusen, court dresses ; Mr. W. A., full dress ; 
Mr. C. A., German student; Mr. Archbold, full dress; Mr. W. 
Armstrong, plain dress ; Mr. Askew, plain dress ; Mrs. Atkinson, 
fancy dress ; two Misses Baker, Neapolitan and Turkish costumes; 
Captain Battersby, Napoleon Bom^Nurte, (an excellent personifica- 
tion^, accompanied by Duroc, Lieutenant Houblon, afterwards Cas- 
par m Der Frieschutz ; Mrs. Bates, Milboume-hall, full dress; Mr. 
B. court dress ; Miss B., Rosine in Les Deux Families ; Miss S. B., 
flower girl; Mr. Bates, court dress; Mrs. Bell, full dress; Mrs. 
Bell, court dress ; Mr. Bell, yeomanry uniform ; Miss B. Neapolitan 
costume ; Mr. Henry Bell, court dress ; Mrs. B., fiuicy dress ; two 
Misses B., Tyroliennes ; Miss Bellairs, fancy dress ; Mr. Bellany, 

flain ; Captain Benson, a Mahomedan chief; Mr. Charles Bigge, 
3th Light Draffoons ; Mr. H. Bolckow, full dress ; Mrs. S. Boyd, 
Swiss peasant ; Mr. Robert Boyd and Miss B. fancy dresses ; Mrs. 
Wm. Brandling, full dress ; two Misses Brandlins, court dresses ; 
Mr. Ralph Brandling, Spanish troubadour ; Mr. Brandling, York- 
shire hussars; Mr. Brummell, uniform; Miss B., fimcy dress; 
Misses Brummell, full dress; Dr. Bidman, court dress; Mr. 
Campbell, jun., Greek chief, Colocotroni; Miss C, Neapolitan 
costume ; Miss Henrietta C, French costume ; Colonel Campbell, 
Newcastle Hussars ; Mrs. C, a fbncy dress ; Mr. Georee Carr, and the 
two Misses Carr, Russian costume ; Mr. H. Carr, Hamlet ; Mr. J. 
M. Chapman, uniform of the Newcastle and Northumberland Vo- 
lunteer Cavalry; Mr. Forster Charlton, uniform Northumberland 
Militia ; Mrs. C, full dress ; Mr. and Mr. W. Clark, full dress ; 
Miss Elizabeth Clerk, Sranish ; Miss Jane C, Bernese ; Mr. C W. 
Collingwood, Sir Peter Teazle, very well dressed and simported ; 
Mr. Collingwood, court dress ; H. J. W. Collingwood (High Sher- 
iff of Northumberland), uniform; Mrs. C, fancy dress; Mis. Col- 
linson, full dress; Miss Eleanor C, a Heidelberg peasant; Mr. R. C, 
as Michael Scott, the Wizard ; the Misses C, Ualahrianpeasants; 
Miss C, an Utopian princess : the Rev. Mr. and Miss Cook| full, 
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diets ; Mrs. Tbomaa CcxikBony and two Misses Cookson» mouniing 
dresses; Mr. J.C^ jim^ uniform; Mr.C.Cy unifonn of the Tenth 
Hussars; Mr. John and the Misses Cookson, Gateshead Park, 
mourning dresses; Misses Coulson, fancy dresses; Mr. G. W. 
Cram, Persian; MissCram, Spanish lady ; Alderman Cramlington, 
and Miss Cramlington, foil dress ; Mr. Thomas Crawhall, unifonn ; 
Mr. Joseph Cy full dress; Mr. W. Crighton, full dress ; Captain Dale, 
uniform ; Mrs. D.» full dress ; Miss Dale» (Dockwray Square), fan- 
cy dress ; Mrs. Depledge, foil dress ; Mr. and Mrs. Dixon Dixon, 
full dress ; Miss Dobson, a lady of the 16th century ; Miss Donkin, 
fani^ dress; Mr. Downing, court dress of George IL, very good; 
Mr. £• D., a sailor, excellently dressed and supported ; Mr. R. D., 
and Miss D., ftncy dresses; Mr. Dunbar, plain dress; Mrs. and 
Miss Dutton, fancy dresses ; Mr. D., jun., uniform Tyne Hussars ; 
Mr. Edgcome, plam dress ; Captain EUis, fancy dress; Miss £., 
Amy Robaart; Miss Ellison, French costume ; Miss Marjearet El- 
lison, lUyrian ; Mr. P. G. Ellison, royal archer; Mr. Ettrioc, Turk- 
idi costume ; Mr. Errington, High Warden, Albanian soldier ; Miss 
E., a Tuscan peasant; Messrs. G.and F. Ewart, court dresses; Afr. 
and Mrs. Fairies, and two Misses F., full diesses ; Mr. T. Fen- 
wick, Turk; Mrs. F., full dress'; two Misses F., Swiss «rls : Mrs. 
C. Fenwick} full dress; Miss F., Rosina; and Miss S. F., a young 
lady of Queen Anne's reign ; Mr. T. W. Fenwick^ brigand chief; 
Mr. George Fenwick, court of Greorge III ; Mr. T. Fenwick, plain 
dress ; Alderman Forster, plain dress ; Mr. Forster, Northumber- 
land-street, Turkish costume; Miss Fothergill, plain dress; Mr. 
Charles Fox, Swiss dress; Miss Fox, full &esB Mr. Fryer, plain 
dress ; Miss Gothard, full dress ; Mr. George Gouthwaite, Charles 
IL, excellent costume ; Miss Graham, Anne Page ; Mr. Greenhow, 
court dress ; Mr. W. Greenwell, plain dress ; Mr. Charles Griffith, 
foil dress ; Mr. Gully, brigand chief; Mr. Harbottle, court dress ; 
Mr. Jos. and Mrs. Hawks, full dresses ; Mr. George Hawks, adju- 
tant to Lord Durham, commander of the Templars ; Miss Head* 
lam, fancy dress ; Dr. Mrs. and Miss.Headlam, fuU dresses ; Mrs. 
Headlam, full dress ; Mr. and Miss Heath, Greeks ; Mr. T. and 
two Misses Hedley, plain dressesH Mr. Hewitson, old cdurt dress ; 
Miss Hickson, (Ripon), Milanese peasant girl, in holiday sarb ; 
Mr. G. W. Hodge, sailor ; Mrs. H. full dress ; and three Misses 
H., fancy dresses ; Mr. and Mrs. George Hodgson, full dress ; Mr. 
Thomas Hodgson, plain dr^ss ; Mr. James Hodgson, plain dress; Dr. 
Home, Highhnd chief; Mr. Hood, Due de Vendome ; Mrs. H., 
Frances de Lorrain, Duchess de Vendome ; Miss H., peasant of 
Murda, Spmn; Captain Hope, Yorkshire Hussars;^ Mr. Hoyle, 
foil dress ; Mr. Rich. H., Spanish costume ; Mr. J. T. Hoyle, Ro- 
dolph, in Der Frieschutz; Mr. F. Humble, plain dress; Lieut. Huoy, 
uniform ; Mrs. H., fancy dress ; Mr. W. Hustler, the Young Preten- 
der, and afterwanls Dr. P&ngloss ; Miss Collinson Hutchinscm, arch- 
eress, gold and green ; Mr. J. H., William, in Black-eyed Susan, after- 
wards as a broom girl, and BiUy Lack-a-Day, (very good) ; Mrs. H.,^ 
fimcy dress; Dr.andMrs. Hutchinson, fancy dress ; Mr.Iiderton, full 
court dress; Mrs. L, full dress ; Miss I., splendid dress ; MissH.I^ 
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Swifs peasant girl ; Mr. C. I., a sailor ; Captain ioDes, R. N., fiill 
dress; Miss, and Miss Harriet L, ]dain dresses ; Mr. and Mrs. Jack- 
soui foil dress Mr. C. F. Jadoon, Black Brunswick Hussar ; Mr, 
E. J. Jackson, Tyne Hussars ; Miss Jamieson, full dress ; Mr. C 
Jaqnes, Yorkshire Hussars ; Miss JaqueSy Neapolitan ; Mr., Mrs., 
and Miss Jobling, Newton-hall, full dresses ; Mr. J. Jobling, Walls- 
end hunt dress ; Miss M. and Miss I. Jobling, Spanish costume, 
Srovmce of Murcia; Mr. M. L. Jobling, a Saracen; Miss D. 
obling, Tuikish fancy dress; Mr. T. W. Jobling, Circassian; 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, full dress ; Mr. Johnson, ftifi dress ; Mrs. 
Keenlyside, Swiss ; Mrs. Kell, fancy dress ; the Rev. Mr. Kempson, 

Slain dress ; Mr. G. A. Lambert, Mrs. and Miss L., plain dn^ses; 
f r. G. Lambert, Wallsend hunt dress ; Mr. R., fbll dress ; Mr« 
N. G., a Spanish Don ; Miss Lambert, Alnwick, a lady of the 15th 
century ; Mr. J. Leadbitter, court dress ; Mrs. asd Miss Liddell, 
(Shieldfield), plain ; Mr. G. Liddell, (Shieldfield\ court dress of 
Ueorge I. ; Mlas Linskill, Catalonian costume ; Mr. f. Loggan, plain 
dress ; Misses Loraine, fancy dresses ; Miss Loraine, fancy dress ; 
Misses Losh, Swiss peasants ; Mr. R. W. L., a German nom the 
Hartz mountains ; Mrs. L., full dress ; Mr. Mackreth, court dress ; 
Mr. Maddntosh, full dress ; Mr. James Mc Intyre, unilbrm of the 
Northumberland Yeomanry Cayaliy ; Dr. Mc Whirter, plain dress ; 
Mr. Mellar, full dress ; Miss M., Spanish lady, full dress; Miss I. 
H. M., Neapolitan, full dress ; Mr. Henr^ A. Mitchell, phiin dress ; 
Dr. and Mrs. Morson, full dresses ; Miss Morton, a lady of the 
last century (admirably dressed and supported) ; Mr. and Mrs. A. 
NichoU, fiiU dress; Miss Norman, P^renese dress; OiBcers of the 
15th Foot, in full dress uniforms ; Mr. Ord, as fellow commoner of 
Oxford; Miss Otter, full dress; Mr. Ormsby, court dress; Mr. 
Paget, court dress ; Mrs. P., a Swiss lady ; Mr. 8. Parker, jun., uni- 
form of the Newcastle and Northumberland Volunteer Cayalry ; Mr. 
Charles P., ditto ; Mr. H. P. Pnrker, a Brigand ;• Mr. R. S. Pember- 
ton, fimcy dress ; Mrs. T. Pemberton, a 'I^Irkish lady ; Mr. T. Pem- 
berton, fancy dress; Mr. Pitts, plain dress; Captain Pitts, R. N., 
wearing Uie order of the Tower and Sword ; Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Plummer, full dress ; Mr. Jos. Pollard, jun., plain ; Mr. Thos. and 
Miss P., Swiss; Mr. A. G. Potter, in uniform; Captain Potts, 
uniform of the Northumberland Militia ; Mrs. P., fUl dress ; Mr. 
Price, full dress ; Miss PUrris, fancy dress ; the Officers of the 
Queen's Bays, in uniform ; Mrs. and the Miss Reeds (Durham), 
fancy dresses; Mr. G. T. Railston, as a Black Brunswick Hos^ 
sar; Mr. C^les Raine, Greek costume; Mr. Rankin, Roman 
consul ; Miss R., fancy chess ; Mr. and Mrs. Redhead, fiill dress ; 
Miss Redhead, Polish costume ; Miss Hannah Redhead, Austrian 
costume ; Mr. Henry Redhead, fancy dress ; Lady and two Misses 
itidley, AiU dress of mourning; Captain R., uniform of the North- 
umberland Cavalry; Mr. Rippon, Tyne Hussars; Mr. G. Selby, 
ftdl dress ; Mr. AJiderman Shadforth, plain dress ; Mrs. S., Unej 

* Mr. Henry Perlee Parker, artist, of Newcastle, is at present engafled in 
painting a picture of this grand fimcy dress ball llie grouping is excellent, 
and the prmciple efaaracters appear to be yery aUy represented. 
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dress ; Miss F. S^ boll dress of a French Pyrenese ; Mr. Henrv 
Shield, as Rochester; the Rev. Mr. Shute» plain dress; Miss F. 
SL, flower girl : Mr* Smelly uniform of the Tyne Hussars; Mr. W. 
and Mrs. Smith, Turkish costume ; Mr. Thomas Smith, jun., fuU 
dress of the Northumberland Hunt; Miss Smith, fiuicy dress t; 
Mr* Smith, Togatone^ plain dress ; two Misses Sorsbioi fiul dress; 
Mr. S., jun,, Polish costume ; Miss Spence, full dress ; Mr. Stan* 
ley, Alhtfinian soldier, (well supported) ; Mr. D. E. and Mrs. Ste* 
pbens, North ShieUs^ Spanish dresses ; Mrs. Alderman Surtees^ 
and two Misses S», mourning dresses; Mr. S^ Sheriff of New- 
castle^ a Spanish grandee; Mr. Fitaroy Surtees, Young Ncnrval; 
Mr. Spedding, an Lidian bridegroom; Miss Taylor, ImII dress;. 
Mr. ThompsoDy Swiss; Mr. W. 'Dkompson) sailor ; Mr. Tbompsony 
uniform ; Mr. Tinley, plain dress ; Mr. Tinley, jun.» a sailed; Mr. 
Nicholas Walton, court dress; Mr. Watson, unifonn of the Percj 
Tenantry ; Mr. Watson, uniform of the Newcastle and Northum* 
bedand Volunteer Cavalry; Miss Wawn, full dress ; Miss Werae, 
French peasant ; Captain West, R. N., full uniform ; and tmm 
West, mcj dress ; Captain Weston, Mussulman ; Miss White, a 
Grecian prmcess ; Dr. White, court dress ; Mr. John Williamson, 
Dorhami Penian dress, actually made in Persia, richly ornamented 
with jewels of great value ; Mr. Wilson, plain dress ; Mr. Win- 
Stanley, a Swiss counsellor of the 14th century ; Captain Wood% 
uniform of the Northumberland and Newcastle Volunteer Cavalry ; 
the two Misses Wright, Swiss; Dr. White, plain dress. 

1838 (Marti 26^.— A &ncy dress ball took pkce at the AssemUy'- 
rooms, m Newcastle. It commenced in the large room, and was 
attended by upwards of 200 ladies and gentlemen. At a quarter 
past ten o'clock the baU was led off by the sheriff of Newcastle 
( W. A* Surtees, escL,) and the lady of H. J. W. Collingwood, esq., 
high sheriff of Northumberland, and was kept up with great spirit 
until after three o'clock on the morning. The company had a 
most splendid appearance in the room, many of the characters 
being well supported ; but as most of them had appeared in the 
same costume a few nights previous, to enumerate them a second 
time would be quite uninteresting. 

This month, died, the celebrated race horse XYZ, the winner of 
many ^Id cups, and the property of R. Riddell, esq., of FeUoai 
Park, m Northumberland. 

J^pril 6^— The first stone of a new chapel of ease was laid aft 
Duddo, in the parish of Norham, by the Rev. William Stephen 
GiUv, vicar, in the presence of a great number of the inhahitanta. 

Jpnl^4 — ^A grand fimcy dress ball given by the gentlemen 
of Duiham and its neighbourhood, took place at the Assembly- 
rooms there ; and it may be truly said that a more splendid display 
was never witnessed within the walls of that ancient city on any 
previous occasion. The rooms were tastefully decorated with 
faaaners and with a profusion of evergreens and flowers, under the 
direction of Messrs. Clark and Robson. Shortly before 10 o'clock, 
the whole of the company, comprising the eUU of the county, had 
arrived, when the eaup atBtl was picturesque and brilliant in the 
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extreme* the rooms, in fiM^t, presenting one blaie of beaaty, graoey 
and loveliness. Nor was the dazzling splendour of the seene b 
little enhanced by the rich and el^ant dresses of the ladies, n^idi 
every where shone conspicuous. It would be a difficult tsak a^ 
quately to describe the various costumes or the diffisrent charac- 
ters. Suffice it then to say, that die former comprised those of 
almost every nation, whilst the latter were sustained with infinite 
spirit, tact, and humour. The full band was ably led by Wetherell« 
and executed durine the evening many delightfiil performances. At 
ten o'clock the votaries of Terpsichore began to ** trip it on the light 
fimtastic toe," and the ball opened with a livelr country dance, led 
off by Colonel Cookson. of Witton Hall, and Miss Chaytor, whicfa 
was followed by quadrilles, gallopades, and waltzes. Suraer waa 
announced at half-past twelve, when upwards of 230 sat down to 
the costly banquet. The wines, including champagne, buignndy, 
daret, hock, bucellas, barsac ,&c., were of die choicest and richest 
quality, and were supplied in the greatest possiUe |irofosioii. 
George Hutton Wilkinson, esq., of H«perley nrk, presided, and 
discharged the dudes of the chair in a very felicitous and efficient 
manner. Robert Henry Allan, esq., of Durham, officiated as 
Vice-president, and Captain Cumby, R. N., C. B., presided in the 
second room. Dancing was resumed at half-pest two o'clock, and 
was kept up with unabated spirit until a late hour on the moniing. 
The subjoined is a list of the donors of this splendid entertain- 
ment, those marked thus* being the committee of management. 
— ^W. C. Harland, esq., Sutton Hall ; J. Fawoett, esq^ Duiham ; 
* Anthony Wilkinson, esq., Coxhoe Hall; Thomas Maude, eaa., 
Selaby; J. Stapylton, esq^ Norton; John Allan, esq., Black- 
weU ; William Allan, esq., Blackwell Grrange ; * Robert Henry 
Allan, esq., Durham ; ** John Gregson, iun., escu, Durham ; 
Georse Omsby, esq., Durham; T. Griffith, esq., Durham; H. 
J. Euis, esq., Findon House; W. Harland, esq., Durham; R. 
D. Shi^o, esq., Whitworth Feurk; T. Pemberton, esq., Barnes; 
John Trotter, esq., M.D., Durham ; * Henry Stapylton^ esq^ Dur- 
ham ; G. Wilkinson, esq., Durham ; W. C. Chaytor, esq., Durham ; 
Edward Shlpperdson, esq., Durham; J. W. Williamson, esqu, 
Whickham; T. Greenwell, esq., Durham; George Hutton Wu* 
Idnson, esq., Harperley Park ; Rowland Burden, jun., esq^ Casde 
Eden; Walter Slcruton, esq., Durham; *J. W. Hays, esq., Dur- 
ham ; *Rev. T. R. Shipperdsoo, Durham ; George Townsend Fox, 
esq., Durham; Cuthbert Rippon, esq.. Stanhope Castle; Captain 
Cumby, R.Nn C.B., Heighiiu^n; W. T. Salvm, esq., Croxdale; 
Colonel Shadforth, Durham ; J. D. Lambton, esq., Durham ; *Wil- 
Ham Mills, esq., Newton Hall; Thomas Cookson, esq.. Hermitage ; 
John Dunn, esq., Durham; Henry Donkin, esq., Duriiam; Sir 
William Chaytor, hart, Witton Casde; Edward Johnson, esq., 
Chester Deanery ; Thomas Wade, jun., esq., Silksworth ; Edwanl 
Clavering, jun., esq., Durham ; R. A. Atkinson, esq., Plawsworth 
Cottage ; Colonel Cookson, Witton Hall ; Robert Surtees, esq., 
Redworth House ; John Bowes, esq., Streadam castle. 

1832 fApnlH J. ^The pitmen of the rivers Tyneand Wear bddft 
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general meeting of tlieir body at tiie Black Pell» near Wreckenton» 
in the county of Darhaniy to the number of about 9,000. The 
greater pert of them walked in procesaion^ carrying bannera, Stc* 
About efoTen o'clock Mr. T. Hgpburn, as usualy was called to the 
dbair, Afler the chairman had opened the proceedings, several 
other speakers in succession addressed the pitmen, vl\ ofwhom en* 
forced the necessity of supporting the union, which they said would 
eyentuaUy baffle the machinations of their employers. Before 
closing the meeting, the chairman addressed the people in a very 
encouraging strain— let them (he said) make a few sacrifioesy 
twelve months would teach them a vast of experience; things 
would come round in such a way that there would be need of more 
pitmen than were ever employed in England before, as pits were 
then being sunk to the north and south of them, and in Lincoln- 
shire, all of which would want men. It had been said that they 
ought to get knowledge ; he would teach them how to do that- 
let itinerating libraries be established among all the collieries, that 
m%fat be done for about a shilling a num in the year, and that, he 
thought, was obtaining knowledge at a cheep rate. In conclusion, 
he urged them to part quietly, and let the world see their determina- 
tion to support good order. The meeting then broke up, the men 
formed under their respective banners, and left the place of meet- 
ing in the most peaceable manner. 

I6S2 ^4prt7 19^.— The sale of some detached portions of the 
Greenwich Hospital estates in Cumberland and Northumberland 
which had been long previoudv advertised, took place in the great 
room of the auction mart, London, Mr. George Robins, auctioneer. 
Cumberland being out of my dUtricty I shall only state that the 
enchanting Keswick estate in that county, contatnmg 2,376 acres, 
was sold to Mr. Marshall, M. P., the nrat and only bidder, for 
90,000 guineas. In Northumberland, the manor of Meldon, in- 
cluding Meldon F^k estate and forms, ^e miles from Morpeth, with 
Meldon Park Comer inn and premises ; also the North and South 
Needless Hall farms, consisting of 2,070 acres, including 171 acres 
of plantation and woods, water corn-mill, and fishing in the riveri 
form houses, buildings, gardens, &c., rental at the time of the sale 
£2,119 per annum, free from tithe. This, the most valuable lot of 
the s^e, excited a most spirited competition. Mr. Robins said the 
commissioners of the hoq>ital had expended £7,000 a few yeare be* 
fore in improving the propety, and the rental anterior was £2,114 
a year. The first bidding was 40,000 guineas, and it was event* 
uaHy sold for 56,900 guineas, to Isaac Cookson, esq., alderman of 
Newcastle. The other lots were of minor import, and were not sold. 

April 21. — ^The works of those collieries where the men had 
made a wHeky being at a stand, the owners had in many instances 
^Bgs^ged other hands, and their late servants illegally retaining 
possession of their dwellings, there remained but one o(f two alter- 
natives — either to submit to their late servants, or to put the new- 
ly engaffed men into possession of the houses, ftc, which are kept 
expTMuy for the occupancy of their workmen. On the above day 

vol.. II. z s 
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(Saturday )» the work of legal, but forcible ejection first commenoed 
at Hetton colliery, in the county of Durham. Proper steps had 
been taken to prevent as much as possible any disturbance ; special 
constables were appointed, a strong force of London police was ia 
readiness, assisted by a detachment of the Queen*s Bays, and those 
who refused to join the combined workmen were furnished with 
arms for their protection. >Miile families and furniture were 
handed to the door, in the presence of the authorities, no resist- 
ance was offered, but the evening gave ^' dreadful note of prepara- 
tion." Many of the union men assembled in a group; several 
were armed, occasional shots were fired, and, as if to mtimidate 
the new hands, to prevent others from being induced to join, and 
overawe the masters, a terrible vengeance was taken upon one of 
the bound men named John Errington, who was found the next 
morning, barbarously murdered. On the Monday morning the 
coroner, T. C. Maynard, esq., arrived, and a jury having been sum- 
moned, immediately proceeded with the inquest, when, after a long 
and tedious investigation, which lasted about ten days, the jury 
returned a verdict of ** wiyul murder** against George Strong and 
John TumbuU, as principals, and against John Moore, and Luke 
Hutton, as accessaries before the fact. These persons were com- 
mitted under an escort of cavalry (it being apprehended that a 
rescue would be attempted by their comrades, by whom they were 
loudly cheered), to Durham gaol to take their trials at the ensuing 
assizes. Errington was one of the few pitmen at Hetton colliery 
who had consented to be rebound, and had in consequence become 
obnoxious to the union men, of which body he had been a strenu- 
ous advocate, but had seceded from their councils. This sangui- 
nary deed had been perpetrated by firing two marbles into his body^ 
and such was the savage joy of these demoniacs, that when the 
funeral of the murdered man was passing the doors of the pitmen, 
it was barbarously assailed with terrible yells and execrations. 

1832 {May l/— In consequence of the pitmen not agreeing with 
the coal-owners, and at the same time persisting to occupy the 
houses belonging to the latter, the work of ejection was still 
proceeding at several of the collieries. On the above day (Tues- 
day), a sanguinary attack was made upon the advanced party of 
fort^-five lead mbers (whom the owners had engaged), while on 
their wav to Tyne Main and Friars' Goose collieries, situated on 
the south side of the river Tyne, about two miles east of New- 
castle So violent was the assault, and so deadly the means re- 
sorted to, that two of the poor fellows were nearly killed, and the 
remainder were pelted with stones, and otherwise maltreated while 
at Gateshead. Measures were then taken to preserve the peace ; 
special constables were sworn in on the Wednesday, and on the 
day following, the work of ejection was commenced at Friars* 
Goose, the pitmen having kept possession of their houses a fort- 
night longer than the stipulated time. Scarcelv, however, had the 
proceedings begun, when several hundreds oi pitmen, &c., com- 
menced a furious assault with stones and other missiles, and the 
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ejecting party were obliged to seek safety in flight. In the aAer- 
Doon, on the information of the outrage reaching Archibald Reed, 
esq., mayor of Newcastle, an additional number of constables were 
sworn, whO) at eight o'clock on Friday morning, provided with fire- 
arms and cutlasses, proceeded under the direction of Mr. Thomas 
Forsyth, the town-marshal, but without the aid of the military, to 
finish the work of ejection. On reachihg Friars' Goose, a great 
number of pitmen were assembled, in whose presence, Mr. Forsyth 
delivered to his men two rounds of cartridge, containing swan shot, 
with strict orders not to fire till commanded. He then advanced, 
and the pitmen gave three cheers in defiance. Mr. Forsyth ex- 
horted the pitmen to commit no breach of the peace, but they lent 
a deaf ear to his advice, and were reinforced every moment with 
fresh arrivals. The police in the mean time proceeded in the exe- 
cution of their duty, and having entered tne house of a pitman 
named Thomas Carr, his wife obstinately refused to go out, and 
was carried to the door by two men on a chair. She seized the 
hat of a policeman, flourished it over her head, and cheered on 
the mob ; Carr then came forward, and begged that his furniture 
miffht be carted away to Gateshead. This request was complied 
widi, and Mr. John Lough, sergeant at mace, with a small party 
of assistants, were deputed to guard the two carts* They were 
speedily met by upwards of 100 pitmen from the Felling, who at- 
tacked the guard, and wounded three of the men. ^oon after, 
another body of the people attacked the premises appointed^as a 
guard-house, overpowered the sentry, and carried off the guns. 
The noise and shouting brought Mr. rorsyth to the spot ; he drew 
his cutlass and endeavoured to make his way through the immense 
masses of men that interposed between himself and the police. 
He was twice knocked down, and at length with great difficulty 
reached his companions, who were most unhappily stationed in a 
narrow lane, which was overiooked by a htU on each side, on which 
the pitmen stood, and threw brick bats, stones, &c., at them. The 
constables thus pressed, and considering theiic lives in danger, fired 
amongst the crowd, then making a rush, got out of their unfortunate 
position, and gained a rising ground to the east, near to Mr. Easton 
the viewer's house. Some of the pitmen fired at them as they re- 
treated. Five or six of the pitmen were wounded, one of them 
severely. Mr. Forsyth was wounded in the head and leg rather 
severely with stones ; one of the special constables was also severely 
cut about the head. The police, from the place of their retreat, 
sent off two men express to Newcastle, for the military, the pit< 
men suspecting their object, obstructed their passage as much as 
possible. About twelve o'clock, one of these messengers galloped 
through Newcastle, on his way to the barracks without a hat, and 
exhibiting a cut in his fisu^, and had one of his ribs broken from 
the injuries he had received. Hie soldiers proceeded without delay 
to Friars' Goose, attended by the mayor of Newcasde, and the Rev. 
Mr. Collinson, rector of Gateshead. No further disturbances had 
taken piace, and by the time of their arrival, the men had in a 
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pest nieaMire dimned. The police proceeded to seerdi eD ^ 
Eouiea in the iiei(pbourbood» and apprehended upwards of Ibrtf 
persona on a cha^ of being concerned in these ootragea* Theie^ 
with othersi who were apprehended on the Satnrdaj, were kwlged 
In the gaol of Newcastle^ and on the Mondaj» upwards of twentf, 
indudinp three women» were committed for trial at the next Diir- 
ham assizes, and were sent off to the coun^ gaol onder an escort 
of cavalry. The remainder were either bound over to keep the 
peace* or discharged. 

1BS2 (May 10;_Died, at his house in Nortfaomberkuid-streel, 
Newcastle, deeply r^retted, Christopher Coduon, esq^ in the 52nd 
year of his age, barnstor at law, recorder of Newcastle upon Tyne» 
and of Berwick upon Tweed. S» Sqfimber 29rt, 1829, Me 
262. Mr.Cookson was succeeded in the recordership of Berwidc, by 
Robert Ingham, esq. of Westoe, near South Shields, barrister at law. 
on the 21st of May ; and at a meeting of the Common Council of 
Newcastle, on the 23d of the same month, James Losh, esq., of 
Jesmond, near Newcastle, barrister at law, was elected recorder of 
that town. 

Afoy IL — As soon as the resignation of Earl Grey became 
known in Newcastle, on this day (Friday), a requisitum to the 
mayor was signed by upwards i» 200 indiyiduals in a few houn, 
requesting him to cali a public meeting of the inhabitants of the 
town and neighbourhood, *' to take into consideration and ftd«it 
•udi measures as may be deemed expedient in the present eyentnil 
state of public aflSurs." The requisition was presented to the nmjat 
the same day, and his worship was pleased to afmoint the meeting 
to be held in the Spltal on Tuesday (May 15th), at one o'clock. 
Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the weOher, numerous 
bodies of persons began to arrive at an early hour from the country, 
and from some of the neighbouring collieries, many of them acooob* 
panied by bends of music, banners, Ac, and utkot parading Uiroo^ 
some oftbe principal streets, repaired to the place of meetiaff. Atone 
o'clock the requisitionists proceeded in a body from the Tun's Head 
inn, and those who had been selected to conduct the business of the 
meetiogt took their station on the hustings, which had been erected 
on the raised walk on the south side of the Spital-field. Afber thecoma 
pany had arrived, the number of banners displayed gave the scene 
a very animated appearance, and the mottoes of tome of them called 
forth the cheers cMf the meeting as they came up to the hustings 
Amongst others were <' The BiU or no Supplies. ^ No Welli^ 
ton." ** Scot and Lot" «" Peace and Unity.'^ «' Live, and let Live.^ 
<< No Tory Minister, Grey, Brougham, and the Bill, Bussdl, Al*- 
thorp, and No Mistake." '' God save the King'^-^^-the word King 
erased. ^ Invincible in Union." ^ Civil and ReUgious Lttierihr. 
«< All Men have equal Ri^ts." << Persevere and be free," &c The 
asietnblage of pmons on the ground was variously stated, but 
iO,U00 was supposed to be about the numberw Mr. Mayor not 
being jnresent to take the chair, Mr* John Fife stepped forward 
and laid, *^ Friends and ftllow countrymen, this is not a meeting ef 
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the Political Union exduslTd^y but of orery denonbinfttion of 
fonnersy who» regardless of minor differenceSf have united for one 
GOOMDon object. I beg to propose that Dr. Headlam do take the 
chftir." Th& was secoikled b;jr Mr. Thomas DouUeday, and carried 
by acclamation. The meeting was addressed in iimiinous and 
energetic speeches by the chairman, James Lo6h» Thomas Double- 
day, J« B. Wright, and John Fife escjrs., and by Messrs. Larkin, 
Donkio, Ac- ftc The chairman havm^ read and put the resoli»- 
tions to the meeting, they were earned by acclamation. Mr. 
Chandey having reed the address to the king, and the petition to 
the House of Commons, they were carried unanimously. That 
gentleman then proposed the thanks of the meeting to Sir M« W. 
Ridley, hart, and Jonn Hodgson, esq., the members for Newcastle ; 
to T. W. Beaumont, esq., and Viscount Howick, the members for 
Northumberland; and to William Ruasell, esq., and Sir Hedwortfa 
Williamson, burt., the members for the county of Durham, for their 
support of the reform bill in parliament (c|ieers) ; also die warmest 
thanks of the meeting to Lord Ebrington, and the two hundred 
and eighth-right, who voted for the constitudonal resolution which 
they carried to the throne. This motion was carried amid much 
cheering. Mr* Losh said he had another motion to propose. It was 
not written upon paper, but it was more indelible, for it was written 
upon their hearts — ^it was the cordial thanks of the meeting to Bail 
Grey ; Mr. Chamley seconded the motion, and it was cimried en- 
thusiastically. Mr. Losh then moved the thanks of the meetins 
to the chairman, which was seconded by Mr. Fenwick, and carried 
amid loud acclamations. The chairman having tanked the meet- 
ing most sincerely, he concluded by ui^ng the meeting to sign the 
petition, &c^ before they left the gnmn^ and retired amidst the 
cheers of the assembly. Numerous calls were then naade for Mr. 
Attwood, who was observed upon the hustings ; after some hesita- 
tion, that gentleman came forward and stat^, dnt the reason of 
his not having taken any part in the previous proOeediqgs of the 
day, was his absence when the requisition to Uie mayor was signed, 
ana consequently, no part having been assigned to htm in the 
arrangements made at the preliminary meeting. On private m^ 
counts he did not regret this, for he had been hbouring waAtt in- 
disposition, which peculiarly unfitted him for addressing so largs 
an assembly as that which be beheld before him. In obedience, 
however, to the call with which they had honoured him, he would 
endeavour to say a few words on Uie subject on which they had 
been called together. He then addressed the meedng at some 
length, wherein he stated his regret for the &te of the reform bill, 
and the uniRNtunate position of tiie public cause* After urging the 
necessity of a dose political union amongst themselves, and keep- 
ing their eyes steadily on the law and the constitution, whereby they 
would set sU ^e machinations of their enemies at defiance, Mr. 
Attwood adverted to some expressions which had fallen from Mr. 
Laikio as cafeulated to do, at least, as much harm as good to the 
cause. He then concluded by tbmking the meeting for their 
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attentioDy and advised them to go quietly to their homesy and affwd 
no cause of complaint from their enemies. 

18S8 (Ma^ 12^.— The first number of anewsp^r entitled '<The 
Newcastle Journal," was printed and publbhea in Newcastle, ^ by 
Hemaman and Perring, the proprietorsy at No. 69, Pilgrim-street. 
This paper is dated on the Saturday, and is not published until 
that day. There was a newspaper under the same title published 
in Newcastle nearly a century ago. iSse Afril 7rt, 17S9, tw^ i 
fogt 156. 

May 16— In pursuance of a very numerous and respect- 
able requisition to Thomas Bowes, esq., the bailiff of Ihurlington, an 
unusuaUy large meeting of the inhabitants of that town was held, to 
take into consideration the proper measures to be adopted by the 
people, when a petition to the House of Commons, praying them 
to address the king to recall £arl Grey to the nation, and also to 
withhold all supplies to government of the public money, unUl such 
a reform as would satisfy the country be granted, was unanimously 
agreed to. A variety of resolutions were passed. The speakers 
were Thomas Bowes, esq., Warren Maude, esq., Messrs. Sherwood, 
Mewbum, John Pease, Joseph Pease, sen., Nesham, Robinson, 
Coates, Hogarth, Miller, LJghtfoot, Hartley, &c The assemblage 
of people was so large that it was necessary to hold the meeting tn 
the open air in front of the town-haU. 

jSame day, about eleven o'clock at night, an alarmmg fire broke 
out in the premises occupied by Mr. George Heslop, currier, Mill- 
atreet, Sunderland. By the prompt assistance of tne engines, the 
flames were got under in about three hours, after having destroyed 
the first and second floors, and the principal part of the roof. 

The early part of this month, the skeleton of a female, without 
a head, was discovered by a mason digging a well in Moor-gate- 
street, Sunderland. 

May 17« — A meetins of the friends of reform in Durham and the 
neighbourhood, was held at Hiwaites' Lonff^room, which was veiy 
numerously as well as respectably attendee^ most of the gentleinen 
of consideration in the county being present. Amongst others 
were observed, Sur William Chaytor, of Witton Castle, bart., Mr. 
Baker, of Elemore, Mr. Rippon, of Stanhope Castle, Mr. R. J. 
Lambton, of Murton House, Mr. Shaflo, of Whitworth, Mr. Mey- 
nell, of Yarro, Mr. Mason, of Chilton, Mr. Mills, of Newton Hal], 
Mr. W. WiUiamson, of Whitburn, Colonel Mills, of WilUngton, 
Mr. Wright, of Sands, Mr. Salvin, of Croxdale, Dr. Fenwick, Mr. 
Harland, sen., Mr. Harland, jun., Mr. Fawcett, Mr. Hopper, 
Colonel Austin, Mr. R. H. Allan, Rev. T. R. Sfai[^>erd8on, of j3iir- 
ham, &C. &C. ; and apologies were made for the absence of Mr. 
Williamson, the chairman of the county, Mr. Shipperdson, Sir R. J. 
Eden, bart., Mr. Wilkinson of Harperley Paric, and Mr. Allan, of 
Blackwell. The meeting was called, when it seemed undoubted 
that the duke of Wellington would assume the reins of power ; and 
its object was to take the necessary steps for oiganiaung the countyi 
preparatory to the expected dissolution of parliament Dr. Fenwick 
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was TOted to the chair, and opened the busmess of the day in 
an eloquent speech. He was followed by Mr. Hariand, sen., who* 
in an energetic address proposed the resolutions. He said that the 
power which was behina the throne must be extinguished by the 
people, and that if things had gone <m in the manner that appeared 
likely a few days ago, ne woidd have proposed the withholding of 
the supplies and the appointment of parliamentary commissioners 
for the right application of the public money. These dedarations 
were much cheered ; and the resolutions were carried by acclama* 
lion. Sir William Chaytor, of Witton Castle, bart, Cuthbert Rip- 
pon of Stanhope Castle, esq.,William Thomas Salvin, of Croxdale, 
esq., and Robert Henry Allan, of Durham, esq., being appointed a 
committee to carry the objects of the meeting into effect. After 
thanks had been voted to the chairman, and three hearty cheers given 
for Earl Grey, <* that good great man," the assemblage brolce up. 

1832 (May 17^.— A public meeting of the inhabitants of the 
parish of Gateshead was held, ^* to take into consideration the pre* 
sent state of the question of reform, and the measures to be adopt- 
ed in consequence of the resignation of his majesty's ministers." 
The requisition was signed by ninety-six of the pnncipal inhabi- 
tants, and the meeting was appointed by the Rev. John Collinson, 
the rector. Commodious hustings were erected at the upper end of 
Oakwellgate-street, for the accommodation of the speakers and their 
friends, and by one o'clock, the hour of meeting, an immense concourse 
of people had assembled. Joseph Willis, esq., was called to the 
chair, and opened the business of the meeting, which was address- 
ed by Mr. J. B. Johnson, Mr. W. H. Brockett, Mr. Joseph Watson, 
and others, after which a number of resolutions were proposed and 
passed, and the petition and address were read and adopted unani- 
mously, after thanks had been voted to Earl Grey and his colleagues, 
to Lord Ebrington and the members who voted with him in the 
House of Commons, and particularly to Sir Hedworth Williamson, 
bart., and Mr. Russell, the members for the county of Durham, to 
the rector for his readiness in convening the meeting, and to the 
chairman, the meeting broke up. 

Similar meetings took place at Alnwick, at North Shields, and 
at various other places in Northumberland and Durham. 

Maif 23. — A singular anonymous letter of this date was re- 
ceived by the Tyne Iron Company. The following is a copy :— 
<< Fourteen years ago, I was a workman in your Lemington works, 
and was in tibe habit of pilfering little trifling things, only a 
pennyworth at a time. I have got converted to God, through 
the Weslevan ministry, and they teach that restitution is neces- 
sary to salvation. God has pardoned me, and I hope you will 
do the same. My conscience tells me I must have taxen at diSe* 
rent times to the amount of 4fO«.; and, I am told, money at 
interest doubles itself in fourteen years, I enclose you £5, himing 
that you will never oppose the VE^esleyan Methodists. Ma^ x3d, 
1832. The company presented the £5. to the Gateshead Enspen- 
sary. For a similar letter, see addenda^ August 9, 1828. 
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1838 (Mo!^ 2&), — ^The fiaundation itone of a new church at 
Slaley, in Northomberland, was laid by the Rev. Christopher Bird» 
vicar of ChoUerton, in the presence of the clergy of the neighboiun* 
hood» the principd inhabitants, and a large concourse of pei^pie. 
The old church had become little better thsn a mass of ruins, and 
totally unfit for the celebration of divine service. By the perse- 
vering exertions of the Rev. Henry Armstrong, the curate, and 
other members of a committee sdected for that purpose, suffide&t 
funds were raised to rebuild and enlarge the structure, withoat 
having recourse to a parish rate. Previous to the interesting cere- 
mony, the Rev. C. Bird delivered an appropriate address; die 
stone was then laid with the usual ceremonies, and three heartj 
cheers were given by the persons assembled. The contracton 
and labourers were refreshed at the expense of the mantfera. 
The clerg3rmen and committee partook of the hospitality of the 
Rev. H. Armstrong. The proceedings of the day excited the 
strongest interest. 

Maif 26. — A general meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne and 
Wear, was held on Boldon Fell. The meeting was addressed by 
Mr. T. Hepburn and several others, who moved and seconded a 
series of resolutions, but their observations contained nothing that 
betokened a speedy arrangement of the differences with the corf- 
owners. 

Same day, Messrs. W. Bewick and D. Dunbar's exhibition of 
paintinffs and sculpture by British and Foreign artists, was first 
opened at the east end of the Royal Arcade, in Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle. The exliibition to continue open two months, from 
nine o'clock on the morning till dusk in the evening of eacli day, 
Sundays excepted. Admission one shilling — season tickets, three 
shillings. Quarto catalogues, with a large wood cut of the princi- 
pal picture, drawn and engraved by Mr. William Harvey, a native 
of Newcastle, were charged one shilling each. See Jufy 27rt, 18S1, 
poffe 305. 

Mb^ 28.— a man oi colour, named Edwards, performed a some- 
what novel and arduous feat on the north turnpike, near Newcastle* 
Holding the nath of a carriage wheel in bis left hand, he rolled it 
along me turnpike with the utmost ease, and in this manner though 
the ground was very slippery, ran sixteen miles in two hours. A 
great number of people collected to witness the performance. 

ilfc^SO.— A man named Robson, a workman at Heaten lime 
kiln, near Newcastle, incautiously ventured on the top of the kflO) 
which gave way, and he sunk down into the homing lime. Seve- 
ral men immediately proceeded to the spot, and lost no time in 
rendering every assistance, but the unfortunate man was dead be- 
fore they oofdd get him out He bad been married only three days. 

The same day a pit which had been sunk at Wooler^ in Norm- 
umherland, in the purpose of obtaining water, fell in whilst Mr. 
S. Morton was employed in making some alterations at die bottom 
of it. The pit was about thirty-six fiset deepi and was built round 
entirely with brides without lime. Ail the bricke^ to within five or 
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«x feet of the bottom^ ffave way, and a great quantity of earth 
havinff fallen in alons wi£ them, the pit was in an instant filled up 
to wiuin five or six feet of the surface. As soon as the alarm was 
given, a number of people immediately crowded to the spot, but on 
seeing the pit so completely choked up, every person despaired of 
rendering the unfortunate man any assistance. A number of men, 
however, commenced to clear out the pit ; and in order to accom- 
plish the work as expeditiously as possible, an express was sent to 
l)oddington colliery to procure the assistance of some pitmen, they 
being well acauainted with work of that description. The men in 
a very short time arrived, and used their utmost exertions in get- 
ting the earth and bricks taken out of the pit. When they had pro- 
ceeded about fifteen feet below the surface, th^ were astonished 
on hearing Morton calling from the bottom. They of course re- 
plied to him, and thus stimulated, they continued, with increased 
exertions, till they at length got him safely drawn to the top. Mr. 
Morton was so situated all the while at tne bottom, that he could 
neither move leg nor arm, he was so firmly enclosed with earth and 
bricks, that, afler the workmen had got his head and arms cleared, 
it required a considerable time longer to disengage the rest of his 
body. As there were upwards of thirty cart-loads of bricks, besides a 
peat quantity of earth taken out of the pit, the miserable condition 
m which he was placed beneath the ground for the space of nine 
or ten hours, may easily be conceived. 

1832 (Map 30^.— llie Durham church estate bill, ** fi>r sepa- 
rating the Rectory of Easington, in the county of Durham, from 
the Archdeaconry of Durham, and annexing in lieu thereof, a pre- 
bend or canonry m the cathedral church of Durham," was read 
a third time in the House of Lords and passed. 

Map 31. — The Right Worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, accompanied by the river jury, and a party of genUe- 
men, proceeded, according to annual custom, to survey the boun- 
daries of the river Tyne, under the jurisdiction of that corporation. 
About half-past seven o'clock on the morning, the party left Uie 
mansion-house for Shields, from whence they returned about half- 
past two o'clock in the afternoon, amid the firing of cannon and the 
ringing of bells, &c. At that time the sight was very pleasing from 
the number of light and elegantly punted boats, with suitable flags, 
which preceded the barges to the mansion-house. The stewards 
of the mcorporated companies, in compliment to the chief magis- 
trate, had the Swan steam-boat tastefully decorated for the occa- 
sion. On the paddle cases were painted, the words ** A. Reed, 
Esqr's., Sixth Matoraltt.** After partaking of refreshments at 
the mansion-house, the company departed for Hedwin Streams, 
whither the fineness of the day attracted a numerous company to 
enjoy the sports of the afternoon. There were races on the King's 
Meadows, m one of which a horse named Peacock missed his step 
and fell down, and, a mare named Lady Mary, which was following 
dose, fell over him, and broke one of her lep. 

jMby— There was at this time living at ^rryhill, in the coun^ 

vol.. II. 8 A 
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of Durham, a woman named Catherine Moralee, of the astonishiDg 
age of 1 124 years. She was born at Leybum, in Yorkshire, on 
the 22d of I^ovember, 1719. After her marriage, she resided se- 
veral years in Newcastle, and was the mother of ten children, all 
of whom are dead ; they afterwards removed to the village of Mid- 
dleston, near Merrington, in the county of Durham, and after- 
wards about thirty years ago, (being then a widow), she removed 
to FerryhlU. A gentleman who saw her at this time, obtained 
from herself the above particulars. Her sight and hearing were a 
little impaired, but her memory was remarkably retentive. See 
Auffusty 1827, page 209. 

1832 (June 1 ). — The royal assent was given by commission to the 
Hartlepool docks and railway bill, and the Hartlepool pier bill. 
This place is of great antiquity. See voU t. pp. 20, 22, and 62. 

Same day, in the House of Commons, the Newcastle and Car* 
lisle railway bill, was read a third time and passed ; and the Dur- 
ham church estate bill was read a second time and committed. 

June 2. — The first market for swine (which before had been 
held in the High-bridge, Newcastle^ was held in and upon a piece 
of ground belonging to the corporation of that town, westward ci 
the Forth, and adjoining the live cattle market, on the above day 
(Saturday), and to be continued on that day in every week. 

June 5. — The foundation stone was laid of a new stone bridge 
to be erected over the river Tees, at Bfackwell-ford, near Darling- 
ton, for a new line of road to be made from the latter place to 
Barton-lane-end, to commence with the road to Richmond. The 
bridge was from the design of Mr. Green, architect, of Newcastle, 
under whose direction the works were conducted. It will con- 
sist of three elliptical arches ; the centre one to be 78 feet span, 
and the side ones 68 feet each. 

June 7. — The reform bill received the royal assent Notices of 
the rejoicings which took place in the district in consequence of 
the event, will be found under their respective dates. 

June 9. — In the evening a meeting was held in the Town-ball 
of Darlington, Thomas Bowes, esq., oailiff of Darlington, in the 
chair, when it was unanimously resolved, by the persons present, 
to express their satisfaction on the occasion of the passing of the 
reform bill, by giving a public dinner to the operatives of tne town. 
For carrying this purpose into effect, a committee was nominated, 
to whom the necessary arrangements were entrusted. The follow- 
ing Tuesday being a holiday, was fixed upon as a suitable day, the 
committee thinking it better not to take the people from their 
work. The members of the committee, and other gentlemen, as 
well as several ladies, purchased tickets for the dinner, which they 
distributed gratis. Three large oxen were bought, with a suitable 
proportion of bread, ale, and vegetables, besides a large supply of 
plum-pudding, which was furnished by the liberality of private in- 
dividuals and of the principal inn-keepers, the latter of whom un- 
dertook to cook the provisions. In order to ensure regularity in 
the proceedings, every department was allotted to committees of 
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three or four geDtlemen, the benefit of which was evident, from 
the admirable arrangements that were made. On Monday even- 
ing, deputies from all the trades in the town met the committee at 
the Town-hall} and received from them general directions* the 
execution of which was committed to Mr. George Elwin, by whose 
very spirited and skilful exertions all the trades were marshalled 
under their respective banners. The order in which they were to 
march was fixed by ballot, and the numbers were ascertained that 
would join the procession on Tuesday morning. The Darlington 
and West Auckland bands volunteered their services, and were 
provided with tickets for the dinner. In the mean time, the gentle- 
men who had been appointed to prepare tables, obtained from the 
timber-merchants a large quantity of deals, which were formed into 
tableS} firom 20 to 50 yards in length, in the market-place, and 
these were covered with cloth, furnished by the drapers. The 
tables were so arranged, that the elegant gas column in the square 
formed the centre, the intervening spaces being wide enough to 
admit of the necessary attendants mely passing each other. The 
ale was placed in the shambles, under the charge of three gentle- 
men who were to distribute it to the tables according to the num- 
ber of persons at each. All the preliminaries having been arranged, 
at 12 o'clock precisely the procession commenced moving in the fol- 
lowing order, from the Town-hall, amidst the deafening thunders 
of thousands of voices : — The National Flag, one hundred gentle- 
men 4 abreast ; Earl Grey's Arms ; Lord Brougham's Arms ; the 
Dariington band ; an Emblematic Flag; the Lodge of Odd Fellows, 
in full dress; a banner; the Woolcombers, with a sliver of blue 
and white wool across their breasts ; a banner ; the Coach-makers ; 
a banner ; the Coopers ; a banner ; the Worsted-weavers ; a ban- 
ner; the Linen-weavers; a banner; the Bricklayers; a banner; 
the Flax-dressers ; a banner ; the Shoemakers ; a banner ; the Car- 
penters; a banner; the Tanners, Curriers, Skinners, and FinisherSi 
in their respective dressess and banners ; a banner ; the Bleachers ; 
a banner ; the Carpet-weavers, with a skein of blue, red, and white 
worsted yarn across their shoulders; a banner; the Sawyers; a 
banners ; the Tailors ; a banner ; the Smiths ; a banner ; the Gar- 
deners, with a triumphal arch and crown of evei^eens ; a banner ; 
the Painters; a banner; the Plumbers; a banner; the Shopmen; 
a banner ; the Railway men. Each company was attended by two 
of the committee to preserve order, and to carve at dinner. The 
proces^n marched round the town-boundaries and through the 
principal streets, Uie bands playing, bells ringing, guns firing in all 
directions, and colours waving firom the windows, roofs, and chim- 
neys in the whole town. Not only town's people were assembled, but 
multitudes from the neighbourhood, taking advantage of the beau- 
tiful state of the weather, flocked in to witness the magnificent 
spectacle. Upwards of 3000 men walked in the ranks, and so far 
as could be calculated, above 12,000 people were congregated on 
the occasion, peace and good order were effectually maintained, 
not more by the judicious arrangements of the committee than by 
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the good sense of the men themselves. The men of one tan-yaid 
had previously agreed to fine anv one of themselves S^. who smrald 
be In a state of intoxication on that day. After perambulatiDg the 
town, which occupied nearly two hours, the whole body was drawn 
up round the marKet-placet The bands which had continiied ^j- 
ing incessantly during the march, then ceased, and, with the musiG^ 
terminated the acclamations of the people; for a minute there was 
a dead pause, all heads were uncovered, and at a given sicnal, three 
simultaneous cheers, uttered from thousands m Britiui bosoms, 
rose in awful grandeur to the skies. The various companies, under 
their respective banners and leaders, then filed off in double columns 
to the tables that had been appointed for them, till all were sta- 
tioned. This was done before dinner time, that evenr man might 
know his own place, without the confusion of seeking m a vacancy. 
The people were then dismissed for an hour to rest themselves, 
and to allow all the dinner orders to be forwarded. At three 
o'clock Uie trades arrived and took their assigned places at die 
tables, on which the attendants expeditiously placed the smoking 
viands, and the long disused custom was again revived for a while, 
of servant and master exchanging duties with each other, the lat- 
ter kindly and attentively seeking to promote the comforts of the 
former. During dinner, the delegates and gentlemen of the com- 
mittee were engaffed either in carvins for, or waiting on, the 
people ; and at 4 o clock they assembled at the Work-house, in a 
spacious room fitted up for the occasion, and dined together, thus 
concluding, in festive Imrmony, a day of rejoicing such as was never 
before witnessed in Uie North of England. The workmen of Messrs. 
Parker, of Haughton-le-Skeme, marched to Darlington and joined 
in the procession, carryinff along with them their banners. They 
afterwards returned to mughton, where thev were sumptuously 
regfied with plum-pudding and roast beef. It would be mjustioe 
to omit notidng, that the wives, sisters, and daughters of those who 
had dined in public, were regaled with tea and cakes in the open 
air, in various parts of the town, by the kind contributions of the 
ladies of Darlington, whose enthusiasm on this national occasion 
proved them to be thorough reformers. The following are selected 
nom hundreds of mottoes that were emblazoned on the floating 
draperies of the trades' banners and other private flags :— The do- 
rious triumph of 1832 — M^ the Sun always shine on real Reror- 
mers. Earl Urey for ever — ^The Voice of the Pcodle is the Voice of 
God — ^Loi^ live Earl Grey and all Reformers — ^The Day is ours— 
May the lx»ns of St. Crispin ever flourish with Reform — ^Let us 
rejoice. Reform is accomplished— The King, the People, and Re- 
form—Reform is won, victorv is ours— Let the merry bells ring, 
Grey, Brougham, and the Bill — By Perseverance we have con- 
quered — Truth and Justice have decided our Cause — Cleveland 
we adore — ^Durham we delight in — ^Long live Gr^, Brougham, 
and their Colleagues, the Champions of Reform— A Day of Liber^ 
is worth an Eternity of Bondage — Success to the Town and Trade 
of Darlington — No Com Laws — ^No Tithes— The righteous Man 
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fidleth seven times and riseth again — Let the King put away the 
wicked from before him and his Throne sliall be established in 
Righteousness — ^En^land must be free as the Thoughts of Man — 
United we stand, divided we ftll — Grey and Brougham — ^Victory 
follows the Brave — ^The glorious Triumph of Grey and Brougham 
—England expects every Man to do his Duty. The whole passed 
over with the greatest order. 

1838 (JuM W). — About 6 o'clock in the afternoon, as Nicholas 
Fairies, esq^ of South Shields, a ma^ btrate for the county of Dur< 
ham, was nding to Jarrow colliery, he was accosted by two pitmen, 
under the pretence of asking charity, when one of them took bold 
of his hand, and the other seized him and dragged him from his 
horse ; one of the men then gave him a violent blow on the head 
with a brick, when they fell upon him, and after kicking and beat- 
ing him most unmercifully, left him on the road in an almost life- 
less state. The transaction having been observed from a house at 
a short distance, assistance was immediately sent to him. From 
the dreadful nature of the wounds which Mr. Fairies received on 
his skull, he lingered until June the 21st, when he expired. One 
of the villains was apprehended, but the other escaped. His ma- 
jesty's government offered a reward of lliree hundred pounds, and 
the vestry of St. Hilda, one hundred pounds, for the better appre- 
hending and brinsing to justice the persons concerned in this 
diaboliad transaction. A coroner's inquest was held on the body, 
at Mr. Oyston's inn. South Shields, and after a patient examination 
of Dr. Winterbottom, Mr. W. K. Eddowes, and Mr. James £d- 
dowes, surgeons, and Dr. Brown, of Sunderland, and of several per- 
sons, some of whom witnessed the furious and diabolical assault, and 
who detailed the appalling circumstances with mat minuteness, the 
jury returned a verdict of wilfiil murder agamst William Jobline 
and Ralph Armstrong, ^the former of whom was in custody) 
It having been announcea by a mourning placard that the f\meral 
of the deceased would take place on Wednesday the 27th, several 
gentiemen, holding hieh official situations in the town and neigh- 
bourhood, expressed uieir wirii to take a part in the procession. 
Oh the mommg, the flag on the church steeple, and those of the 
several ships in the harbour, were hoisted half-staff hieh, and most 
of die shops in the town were dosed. At ten o'clock, the mayor 
of Newcastle (Archibald Reed, esq.), accompanied by Mr. Surtees, 
the sheriff, and Mr. Alderman Sorsbie, amved at the town-hall, 
and soon after, the chairman of the quarter sessions, for Durham ; 
the rev. Mr. Baker, rector of Whitburn ; the rev. Mr. CoUinson, 
rector of Gateshead ; and the rev. Mr. Hollingsworth, rector of 
Boldon ; Bryan Abbs, and William Loraine, esqrs., magistrates ; 
James Edgcome, esq., collector of the customs at Newcastle, and 
several other gentlemen of the neighbourhood, together with the 
' churchwardens, vestrymen, and respectable householders, joined the 
family of the deceased in following his remains to the grave* The 
pall was borne by the rev. Robt. Green, of Newcastle, lieut col. Cras- 
ter, Cuthbert x oung, Jeremiah Archer, Christopher Bainbridge, 
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John Straker, Henry Major, and John Hedley, esqn. The fiineral 
aemce was performed in a verr impressive manner by the rev. John 
Carr, and several members of Uie cnoral society assisted. The col^ 
fin was made out of a tree cut down for the purpose, which had 
been planted when Mr. Fairies came of age. It bore the follow-- 
log unostentatious inscription^ *< Nicholas Fairies, died 21 June, 
1832, aged 71 years.** 

1832 (June 15^.»-Between six and seven o'clock on the momin^^ 
an awful calamity occurred at Philadelphia, Newbottle colliery, bjr 
the explosion of a steam engine boiler on Lord Durham's rail-road, 
whereby five individuals were killed and thirteen dreadfully bruised, 
three of whom have since died, the others remain in a very pre- 
carious state. — The workmen were in the act of repairing tbe 
boiler at the time of the explosion, which, together with J^r^e 
pieces of metal pipes, &c., were thrown to a great distance. Tlie 
machine house was blown down and rent to the foundation, and 
stones, bricks, &c., scattered in all directions ; the dwelling house 
adjoining the machine was also blown down upon the family of 
Robert Sheldon, when four of them, three of his children, and his 
father, Joseph Sheldon, again 87 years, were killed ; his wife had 
her arm broke while endeavouring to rescue her infant, and a little 
^1 who is much bruised. A litSe boy and his grandmother were 
m the house, but esci^ied unhurt. 

•/tme I64 — Another meeting of the pitmen of the Tvne and 
Wear, took place on Boldon Fell. There was a falling off in nnm*. 
ber, but various flags and banners were displayed. At eleven 
d*clod[, the delegates who intended to address the meeting, assem- 
bled in a cart round which the multitude gathered. At this meet- 
ing it was determined that the men unemployed should remain so 
for ten weeks, and then if no agreement could be come to, a gene- 
ral strike woidd be a matter for their consideration. 

JwM 19.— The foundation stone of a new Independent Chapel 
was laid in Dundas^street, Monkwearmouth. 

•/tffie 20. — A meeting of the friends of reform was held at Dur- 
ham, when a series of resolutions were moved by William Harland, 
esq., and seconded by John Fawoett, esq., to support Sir Hedworth 
Williamson, hart., and Hedworth Lambton, esq., for the northern 
division of the county of Durham, which were unanimously adopt- 
ed. Robert Henry Allan, esq., moved a resolution of thanks to 
Mr. Russell, for his sacrifices in fiivour of reform, which was car- 
ried amidst great applause, and the thanks of the meeting having 
also been voted to uie chairman (Dr. Fenwick), it was dissolved. 

J^ 2. — In the evening, the opening of the new building of the 
Alnwick Scientific and Mechaniod Institution, was celebrated by 
apublic supper in the Town-hall, John -Lambert, esq., in the chair. 
The members walked in procession from the Star Inn» preceded by 
the Northumberland band of music and several flags* Mr. Lam- 
bert delivered an introductory address on the advantage of science, 
to the members and other auditOTS, in the lecture room belonging 
to the institution. The thanks of the meeting were voted to Mr. 
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M. Smith, seconded by Thomas Doddi, esq., afWr which they 
walked in procesiion to supper, when between seventy and eighty 
of the memben and their mends sat down. Mr. Lambert had pre- 
sented to the institution the site for the Iwilding. Stepp. 180 
and 302. 

1832 fjaly 4iJ There was a public dinner at Sedgefield, in the 

county of Durham, in celebration of the jiassing of the reform bill, 
when nearly 100 persons partook of roast beet and plum-pudding. 
Bands of music paraded the town with banners, and the greatest 
order prevailed. Fire works were played off in the evening. 

Jnly 4. — The royal assent was given by commission to the Dur- 
liam University bill. 

Jujy 7. — The Newcastle Courant newspaper having been sold by 
Mr. Charles Henry Cook, to " John Blackwell aud Co." their first 
paper "No 8215," was dated as above. This ionmal has been pub- 
lished one hundred and twenty-one years, and has onlv had during 
that time the following proprietors, viz>— Mr. John White, after- 
wards joined in partnership by Mr. Thomas Saint, who on Air. 
White's death in 1769, became sole proprietor. After tlie death ot 
Mr. Saint in 1788, it passed to Messrs. Hall and Elliott, and by the 
executors of Mr. Hall, was in the year 1796, sold to Mr. Edward 
Walker, by whose death in 1831, it became the property of Mr, 
Cook. Two of the above (Mr. White and Mr. Walker), had the 
proprietorship for a period of ninety-three years. Besidet being 
(he first newspaper published north <k the IVent, it baa another pe- 
culiar feature, being the firat paper in the kingdom which was 
printed on a Stanhope press, and that press on improved prindplesi 
was made in Newcastle. It was afterwards printed with a machine. 
See voL i.pp. 132, 267 ; wA. n.pp. SOS, SW. 



Tliis cut shews a portion of the walls of Hartlepool. 
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ADDENDA, 

Containing many curious articles which I obtained too late for 
insertion in the chronological order of the work, together with ad- 
ditions to) and corrections of, para^phs previously printed. Those 
within commasy and havine the initials L C, at the end^ are copied 
from the MS^ notes of the late Isaac Cookson, esa^ (who died 
on the ISth of Decemberi 1831, in his 87th year), prefixed to 
that gentleman's copy of the first edition of the Local Records, 
in one volume, published in 1824, and which was kindly handed to 
me by his son, the late Christopher Cookson, esq. 



1298 (Dee^ 12^^^Edward King of England, then at Durham, 
forgave to the Prior and Convent of Durmun, the sum of £1,012. 
9#. 11^ their arrears of subsidies. 

1846. — ^There is a letter in the British Museum (Faustina A. 6. 
47.) firom the Prior of Durham to the Bishop, (then absents giving 
an account of the battle of Neville's Cross. The battle began at 
three o' clock p. ic. ,See vol i^pogs 45. 

1463 (Ja$^ 24^.— The prior of Durham, granted his Lacence to 
John Etrick, and Thomas Jonson, of Gretham, to go to the Hdy 
Land upon a pilgrimage asainst the Turks, having previously b^ 
fore the shrme of St. Cuthbart, branded them upon the right side 
of dieir naked breasts with a hot iron shaped like a cross. 

In the same year, a similar licence was granted to Thomas Mao, 
of Bishop Auckland. 

1474 (Jmfy 11^.— -John Raynoldson, of Cocken, and John Fety, 
of the same place did penance in Durham Cathedral, for violating 
the Liberties of St. Cuthbert. Each walked bare headed covered 
with a linen sheet, and cany ing in his hand a lighted candle of the 
weight of half a pound. John Robvnson, of the same place, per- 
formed a similar penance in Finchale Abbey. In the same year 
Lionel Clazton, gentleman, did penance in the chapel of BearpariE, 
for a like reason. 

149S«— -The prior of Durham, granted his licence to John Man, 
a Yorkshireman, to lead the life of a Hermit 

1499 (AprU 14^^— A similar licence to John Ellys, of the 
parish of Branoepath, John Blenkinsop, parish of Chester^le-Street, 
and Wm. Brown, parish of Morpeth. 

1606 (Mareh 6).^The Prior of Durham, gave lottos testimonial 
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to Robert Lomle^, a hermit, and Cathbert Billlnghami gent., when 
setting out to visit the Holy Land. 

1597 rSqfi. 12J John Bedforth, pettvcanon of Durliam 

Cathedral, made his will, and the day after added to it the follow- 
ing nuncupative codicil when walking in one of the streets. <' He 
willed and bequeathed to the parish Church of St. Mary, in the 
South Baily, his best surplice, naving sleeves, and being worth as 
he said 20^., before Robert Thompson, and Mr. Cuthbert Nidioll, 
and divers others. Mrs. Prentesse, Bartie Young, aHas Drunken 
Bartie, and others heard when he thus spoke and wiUed." 

1631 (August J* — Two men named John Walker and Mark Sharp» 
were tned at Durham assizes before judge Davenport, for the 
murder of Anne Walker, convicted, and afterwards executed. This 
Walker was a yeoman of good estate, and a widower, who lived at 
Lumley, near unto Chester-le-Street, and the deceased was a young 
woman who was his kinswoman, and kept his house, she was sup- 
posed to be with child, but would not disclose by whom. She was 
removed to her aunts in the same town, called Dame Cairo, and 
after she had been there some time. Sharp, a collier from Lanca- 
shire, being a sworn brother of the said Walker's, came to Lumley 
one night, and they two that night called her forth from her aunt's 
house and she was not heard of after for some time. Now comes 
the marvellous part of the stoir. About fourteen days after the 
murder, there appeared to one Uraham or Graime, a fuller, at his 
mill, six miles from Lumley, the likeness of a woman with five 
wounds in her head, who declared herself to be the spirit of Anne 
Walker, and mentioned, that Walker and Sharp had murdered her 
in a place which she named. In consequence of the repeated 
visits, injunctions, and threats of this apparition, Graime related 
the whole matter to a justice of the peace, search was made, and 
the body found in a coal pit with five wounds in the head, together 
with a pick and bloody uioes and stockings belonging to Sharp. 
The prisoners were apprehended, but found bail to appear at the 
next assizes ; they then came to their trial and were both found 
guilty and executed as above stated. 

1637 CAug. 29^.— At 5 o'clock in the afternoon the Tower of 
the Church of St. Mary-le*Bow in Durham, beneath the arch or 
bow of which the public way passed, and f^'om which circumstance 
it took its name, fell to the ground. The Church was not repaired 
till long after the Restoration. See voL upage 69. 

1644 (Jan. SJ. — Francis Walker, of Bamardcastle, gent, was 
tried at the sessions at Durham, for saying << the parliament are 
rogues, rebells and traitors-i^God confound them and the devil 
confound them ; and he wished the parliament house were blown 
upp with gunpowder as it should have been once, and he hoped to 
see them all hanged one against another within a short time — that 
the parliament sought to be kings themselves, and that they would 
have him (the king) to be worse than either you or I, and that hfi 
(the king) could not say the horse he rode on was his own," 

1668 CJuiyJ.^At the assises at Durham, Alice Armstrong, 
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wife of Christopher Annstrongy of Shotton, labourer, was tried for 
bewitching to death an oxe belonging to Barbara Thompson* Seor 
tence not recorded. 

1669. — << It was tried again and with the same verdict — and a 
third time, the jury from Buckinghamshire, verdict the same and 
a perpetual injunction granted/* I. C. See voL iyPog^ 1 ^^ 

1673 ( Oct \), — John Harrison, a cripple, killed Thomas Smailes, 
a glazier, with his crutch at Seatpn Carew. He was hanged at 
.Durham the assizes following. See voL upage 115. 

1685. — A man named John Ornsby stood an hour in the pillory 
at Durham for perjury. 

1693 (Aug, 10^. — Uilbert Spearman, of Durham, gent, was tried 
at the assizes there, for drinking the following toast ; — *^ Here is 
King James his prosperitie ; here is the confusion of King William.** 

1693 (Aug* 10^. — William Davison, of Fenwick, in North Dur- 
ham, was tried at the Durham assizes, for saying that <^ the com- 
missioners (appointed by act of parliament for the aid of £1,651,702 
18^., for the war against France), for this county, were tdl cheats 
and he would prove it — ^for they had cheated both the king and 
tlie county — he did not care a f—- 1 for all the commissioners. 

1695. — A subscription to repair the parsonage House of St. 
Mary's in the South Bailey set on foot by Henry Smith, rector. 

1695 (Jan. UJ — Durham Sessions Order. <* It is thought fit and 
so resolved by the Justices in open Court that from henceforth 
their wages goe and be employed for and towards the procuring a 
plate or plates to be run for on Durham Moor. And that it be 
recommended to Mr. Mayor of Durham, Chairman at this Sessions, 
to communicate the same to the Bishop of Durham. And that the 
same continue until further resolution of the Majority of Justices 
of Peace of this County. Signed Geo. Morland, Mayor, Rob. 
Eden, Will. Bowes, L^. Vane, Hen. Liddell, Will. Lambton,* Ja. 
Clavering, Jo. Sidgewick, Rob. Ellison, Rob. Jennison.'* The pro- 
curing of a plate or plates has been for some considerable time dis- 
continued, and instead thereof the Bishop of Durham, allows Ten 
pounds at every Sessions, to procure the Justices a Dinner, unless 
he be in the County, and then he entertains the Justices at the 
Castle (1762.) 

* William Lambton, of LAtnbton, esq., was returned M. P. for the countjr 
of Durham, in the years 1685, 1G88, 1688-0, 1680-00, 1606, 1700-1, 1701 
and 1710, and was one of the most independent members of the House of 
Commons. He was designated under the poijular title of «< Old True Sbte^* 
and the following anecdote in illustration of his rusty independence must not 
be omitted : — Once on the meeting of a new parUament, the door-keeper 
seeing him dressed in a plain grey home spun coat, made of the wool of his own 
sheep, and thick shoes, would not admit nim fiirther than the lobby, where he 
sat quietly enough until a friend in a finer coat came up, who reroonstimted 
with the door-keeper on his shutting out one of the most honouxmble and 
respectable members of the House of Commons. The door-keeper changed 
his tone, and hoped his honour would give him something as a remembrance. 
Uj) started Will, more vexed at the fellow's servility than at his former 
rudeness, and gave him a hearty box on the ear, saying, " there's a God*s. 
penny for thee ; I think thouUt ken auld Will Lambton again.* * 
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1709 (Aug. 2). — Richard Simpson of Barnardcastle, currier, 
was tried at the Durham assizes for breaking into the dwelling- 
house of Michael Pudsey, merchant there, and stealing a silver 
tankard, two pair of silver cock spurs, a silver chain, two silver 
seals, 19 yards of silver lace, &c. &c. Pleaded his clergy and 
burnt in the hand. 

1710. — About this year Bensham colliery exploded, by which 
lamentable catastrophe, between 70 and 80 human beings lost their 
lives. At this colliery the first attempt was made to work the low 
main seam of coal in the neighbourhood of Newcastle. 

1711 (Aug. 13 A— Thomas Wilson, John Brady, Andrew Miller, 
Andrew Langland, and Robert Evans, were tried at the Durham 
assizes, for having, in the night of the 19th of the preceding De- 
cember, broken into the house of William Storey, a miller at 
Hedley, and stolen therefrom ten guineas in gold, £59. 5«. in money, 
&c. They were found guilty and executed. 

1715 (Aug. nj. — Henry James, of Ingleton, yeoman, was tried 
at the Durham assizes, for having, at Ingleton, on the first of Au- 

fust, said : — ** The king is neither protestant nor churchman, and 
will prove it, and he never did good since he came into England, 
and I hope in a short time to be quit of him.'* He was found 

guilty ana sentenced to stand in the pillory at Wolsingham for one 
our in open ^market ; to be imprisoned for one year, and to be 
fined 100 marks. 

1726 (Aug. SJ. — Stephen Browne, Arthur Hewetsou, David 
Steel, Ann Bone, and Jane Browne, were tried at the Durham 
assizes, for having, on the 13th of June preceding, robbed John 
Marshall of 32 gumeas, on the king's highway in the parish of Jar- 
row. They were foimd guilty and executed. 

1789 (HecenUferJ. — From the middle of this month to May the 
11th, 1740, there was no rain at Newcastle, not more than some 
small showers, about two or three hours togetlier. On the latter 
day it began to rain about eight o'clock at night, and continued till 
the 12th at the same hour at night. 

1741. — About this year the first chain bridge, constructed in 
this country, is believed to have been that over the river Tees, 
called Winch bridge, forming a communication between the coun- 
ties of Durham and Yorkshire. Tliis bridge is suspended on iron 
chains stretched from rock to rock, over a chasm nearly sixty feet 
deep, for the passage of travellers ; it is seventy feet in length, and 
little more than two feet broad, with a hand-rail on one side, and 
planked in such a manner, that the traveller experiences all the 
tremulous motion of the chain, and sees himself suspended over a 
roaring gulph on an agitated and restless gangway, to which tew 
strangers dare trust themselves. About three miles from this 
bridge is the sublime cataract, called the High Force, which, dart- 
ing its waters over a huge rock of black marble, upwards of 80 
feet in height, precipitates itselfinto several caverns excavated in the 
solid rock by the force and boiling of the waters at the bottom of the 
fall. The clouds of spray arising from the descending waters, 
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assume when enlivened by the beams of the sun^ all the vari^ated 
colours of the rainbow, and the noise of the fall may be heaid 
many miles round the country. The Cauldron Snout, another ca- 
taract, about four miles above the last mentioned fidl, is also weSL 
worth visiting. 

1742 fjan. 28^.— << This happened at night, the fire from South 
Shields and higher up the river, wore so mudi the qipearance of 
the rising sun, that it took its name from that. The roof of Cook* 
son's plate glass (house) at South Shields, was set fire to the same 
moment." I. C. See voL t. page 166. 

1743 (SepiemberJ.'^Thete was at this time in Newcastle one of 
the largest men that had ever been seen in England* He was 
eight feet two inches in height and weighed 85 stones. He waa 
shewn to gentlemen at one shilling each, to other persons at six- 
pence each. 

1744 (F^ 24^.— A proclamation to put the laws in execution 
against papists and non-jurors was given out at St. James's, Londwi, 
which proclamation was put into execution at Newcastle, at the 
request of the mayor, recorder, &c. '* I was desired," says Mr. 
Benjamin Bradley, farrier, &c., of Newcastle, in his memorandum 
book, '' to valde the non-jurors and papists horses, for both the 
town people and a part of the country, which were brought into 
the Moothall in the Castlegarth." << N B. — ^I condemned none.'* 

1744 (July 21), — The keelmen of the river Tyne, refused to 
work, and would let no keel pass down the river in consequence of 
the fitters loading the keels with ten chaldrons of coals, instead of 
eight, which was the statute measure. They were in such a state 
of insubordination, that the riot act was read by order of Ralph 
Sowerby, esq., mayor, of Newcastle, and four companies of soldiers 
were sent to Sand^ate, to keep the peace. During this affiray, 
Walter Blackett, esq., M. P., and alderman of Newcastle, (after- 
wards Sir Walter Blackett, iNurt.), received a cut on the heaa by a 
keelman. Matters in dispute were at length adjusted, and the 
keelmen resumed their labours. 

1745 (S^pL 16^.«-A list of the catholics and nonjurors, in Pil- 

Sim-street ward, Newcastle: — John Wilthew, caUiolic; Neell 
ixon, disaffected ; Peter Brayson, a stranger ; Georse Hare, ca- 
tholic : Mr. Jackson, not own his religion; E^wick Hall, catholic; 
Matt Smith, catholic ; Jacob Johnson, nonjuror ; Jon. Lyle, catho- 
lic; Donkin Stewart, nonjuror; Jon. Bailiff, nonjuror. 

1746. — Joseph Swallow, of Durham, Jeweller, was tried at the 
assizes there, for drinking King James's health. 

1748 (Fib. 6^^— Peace with Spain was proclaimed at Newcastle 
with the usual formalities. 

1748 or 9« — ^Dr. Cowper, Dean of Durham, pulled down an old 
part of the Deanery at Durham, next the garden fiftcing the south, 
and rebuilt the same in a handsome manner. He also altered and 
improved some of the apartments behind the great room. In the 
beginning of the year 1752, he put two handsome ^othic windows 
into the old octangular kitchen on the south side facmg the college. 



i%DDSMDA.J REMARKABLS £V£MTS. 373 

1760 (SepU 2)4 — A new organ was opened in St John's church 
in Newcastle* and a charity sermon was preached by Dn Thomas 
Sharp, archdeacon of Nortbiifiaberland. 

November 5. The organ of 8l Nicholas* church, in Newcastle, 
after having had a swell and other additions, was opened* See 1676, 
voLi^page 116. 

1752. — At the latter end of tliis year, Bishop Butler, began to 
make great alterations in and about the castle at Durham* He 
pulled down the old tapestry hangings in the dining room behind 
the gallery, and stuccoed the walls with ornaments below the cor* 
nice, and added some large foliages on the joining of the compart- 
ments of the roof. He enlarged and made new the windows look- 
ing northwards on to the grass walk out of that dining room, in the 
Gothic tastei and made a handsome Gothic chimney-piece of stone. 
He took down a considerable part of the outside wall of the castle 
facing the north, which overhung the {>erpendicular line several 
inches, and in the place of the wall so thinned, he built it up with 
square stones well crampt with iron. This was on the right hand 
going out of the castle at the north door. He also new floored the 
great west dining room above stairs, and new stuccoed the senior 
judges' apartments, and also new floored the junior judges' apart- 
ments, and made new fire places in them. He also pulled down 
the eastern wall of the bowling green at Auckland, and made a 
new wall at a less expense than it cost to pull the old one down, 
which was very hard and thick. He made gpreat improvements in 
Auckland park by levelling and planting, and destroying all the 
rabbits in it, and had designed to add &ovX ISO acres of land as 
an addition to that park, and had actually begun to pale a part of 
the new inclosure* These improvements were carried on by his 
successor Dn Rich. Trevor, who pulled down the south wall in the 
garden at Auckland, in 1754, ana ^nished the outside wall of the 
castle at Durham on the left hand goins out of the castle on to the 
terrace walk ; and in 1756, to the right hand of the north door 
placed in the wall the coat of arms of the bishoprick, impaled with 
those of Butler, three cups upon a bend cotized. He expended in 
about the space of four years at Auckland, in and about the cas- 
tle there and park, £8,000., including the purchase of a house on 
the south side of the street (now the gate way), near the entrance 
to the castle* 

1752. — In the mayoralty of Mr* Joseph Gray, watdimaker, the 
roof of the council chamber of the toll booth, in Durham, was raised 
nearly three feet, and ornamented in stucco, the wainscot painted 
and a new sashed window put in, with a new fire place ; and the 
pictures of King William the third and Bishop Crewe, were 
cleaned, all at the cost of George Bowes, esq., of Gibside, M* P.» 
for the coun^, and alderman* Sum expended £72. 9«. 

175S (June 25 J. — <' As an inducement to srant him the fireedom 
of the town of which he was most anxious, he had bound himself 

ito serve for his freedom), to a blacksmith, which was too much of a 
arce to be allowed." I. C* See voi. upage 206. 
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1768 (Jyfy Z\) —Died, at his seat at Blackwell-Grange, near 
DarlingtODy Geoi^ Allan, esq., a gentleman universally respected. 
On the 5th of August following, his remains were deposited in 
the fimiily vault in Darlington church ; the pall being supported 
by the duke of Cleveland, Lord Darlington, the hon. Thomas 
Vane, Capt. Milbanke, Mr. Carr, Mr. Bendlowes, Mr. Bland, and 
Mr. Whitley. 

1754 (SepL 25J ^The great bell of St, NichoUis' church, in 

NewcasUe, was sent to London, to be recast. The old bell was 
taken in exchanffe at lOd, per pound, which amounted to £153. 
The new bell of 36 cwt. was charged It. Id, per pound, amount- 
ing to £218. 8«. making the difference in exchange £65. Ss, The 
new bell was rung for Uie first time on the Ist of January, 1755. 
SeeApHlllth, 1754^ and April the lOiA, 1755, vol L pp. 208 and 
210. 

1756 (Jan. 30^. — A labouring man in ditching and scouring a 
hedge belonging to Mr. George Smith, of Bumhall, found upon 
Elvet moor, 170 pieces of silver coin included in a pot or small um, 
of Edward 111. of Eneland, and Robert 11. and David, kings 
of Scotland. He carried them to a silversmith in Durham, where 
they were claimed and had by the dean and chapter as treasure 
trove, found within their manor of Elvet. Updn a division of this 
money, the dean had ten pieces allotted to him, and each of the 
prebendaries five, and others of the pieces were deposited in the 
library, and such of them whose inscriptions and figures were ef- 
fiu:ed, were sold. The value of the whole was between four and 
five pounds. It is very probable that this money had been depo- 
sitea in this place at or about the time of the battle of Neville's 
cross, which was fought not far from it in 1346. The um and a 
few of the coins are still preserved in the library. Ste voL up. 213. 

1761. — Peter Patterson, it appears, was not a Hexham rioter. 
He was a tenant in Oe\e barony, and was compelled by the 
rioters to join them as Uiey were on their road from Hexham to 
Morpeth. He was unwillingly pressed into the service. At his 
execution the rope broke, and he exclaimed more than once ^ In- 
noeem blood u hard to sptUJ* See vol. u page 234. 

1762. — Since printing the paragraph at the end of this year, (see 
voL t., page 239y, respecting Rowland Wetherald, a volume has fal- 
len into my hands, entitled '< The Perpetual CalcuUxtoTy or Times 
Universal Standard^ ^^c, by R. Wetherald, Philomath, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, Printed by I. Thompson and Company, 1760," wherein 
is the following <' Advertisement. Arithmetic vulgar and deci- 
mal, logrithmetical, and algebraical ; also merchants' accounts, ac- 
cording to the true Italian method ; mensuration of superficies and 
solids; gauging; geometry; trigonometry; plain and spherical 
dialling ; land surveying ; geography ; navigation ; astronomy ; co- 
nic sections ; the doctrine of fluxions ; lirchitecture ; fortification ; 
gunnery ; optics and perspectives, in all their part^ according to 
the latest improvements, are carefully taught by the author, at his 
house in Great Salkcld, near Penrith, Cumberland ; Where board- 
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ing may be had on easy terms." This is evidently the gentleman, 
who a year or two after the publication of the above very curious 
work, settled at Sunderland, and was the first who carried on the 
printing business there. 

1763. — Margaret Middleton, alias Coulson, was executed at Dur- 
ham. She had been employed by a township in Durham, to take 
a pauper child, called Lucy Elliott alias Curry, to Northallerton, 
its place of settlement. She received the wages of her journey 
beforehand, and carried the child only as far as the river Browney« 
not two miles from Durham, where she drowned it on the 24th June. 
She was hanged on Monday the 1st of August, and dissected by 
Mr. Richard Hopper, sureeon. The inquest on the body of the 
child was held at Farewell-hall, on Uie day of the murder, before 
Mr. John Robson, coroner. See voL u page 242. 

1764. — At the assizes at Durham, James Oliphant, ofGatesheadi 
apothecary, Mary Oliphant his wife, and Mary Shittleton, their 
servant, were tried for the wilful murder of Dinah Armstrong, by 
strangling her in their cellar with a rope, and throwing her out of 
the cellar window into the river Tvne. Not guilty. The '< Case 
of Mr. James Oliphant, surgeon, or Gateshead, respecting a prose- 
cution which he, his wife, and servant, underwent in 1764, for the 
supposed murder of their maid servant,'* was published in Newcastle 
in the year 1768. 

1766 (Aug.2). — " Jean Grey had been detected uttering a for- 
ged Newcastle bank note, value five pounds. Upon her examina- 
tion she accused one Jameson, an engraver, with whom she 
cohabited, as the person she got it firom, and that she had seen 
him engrave and nil up notes, of which she made oath of the 
truth, and signed her examination before a magistrate. Jameson 
escaped, but was taken at Glasgow, and tried Uie ensuing assize. 
Grey could not think of hangmg her lover. Well knowing the 
punishments that awaited her, she boldly denied what she had 
made oath of, upon which the judge ordered an indictment to be 
drawn for perjury, with intent to take away the life of a man who 
had been tried and found innocent. She was tried in an hour, 
found guilty, sentenced to be pilloried and transported seven 
years. She lived in the High-bndge, and was famous for making 
excellent mutton pies, to which place she returned at the expira- 
tion of her time, resumed her pie making, for which she had a 
greater demand than before." I. C. See tw. t., pp. 255 and 258. 

1767 C August J 4 — James Rippon and John Rippon, of Wolveston, 
shoemakers, were tried at the assizes at Durham, for the murder 
of George Hull. They were found guilty, and burnt in the hand 

August. Ann Wilson, of Harraton, waf tried at the assizes at 
Durham, for knocking out her husband Thomas W^ilson's brains, 
with an axe. Found guilty, but insane. 

1768 (May). — " The sailors did much mischief at Sunderland, 
and at North and South Shields.** 1. C. See vol. upage 265. 

1770 (Aug, 6 J. — There was no order in Hazlitt*s sentence that 
.he should be hung in chains. See voL t. page 274. 
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1774 (May 16;^— << The duke of Nmtbumberhuid and aunOj, 
subflcribed mogt liberally to the buildioffy about £1,200. Otfaen 
of the nobility in the coantj, and eenUemen, Tory handsomelr* 
The duke of nichmondy who received £16,000 per annum on ooab, 
when applied to, gave for answer, < he never came to Newcas- 
tle.'" LC. See voi. i. poffe 299. 

1775 (March I4ij* — As a farmer at Morton-benks, near Bmglej. 
was making a drain, he found a copper chest 20 inches below the 
aurfiu^e of the ground, containing near 100 weight of Roman sflver 
coins, coined at fifteen different periods from the time of Julius 
CsBsar downwards. There was also in the chest a silver image 
about six inches long. 

1776 (Jufy 5)4 — '< The (looking) ^lass was shivered into pieces 
of the size of No. 3 shot, rents were m the front of the house two 
inches wide." I. C. See voL t. page 305. 

Jufy* Mr. Knipe preached on Holy Island, from Bzod. iiL 5, 
** Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thoo 
Btandest is holy ground," 

1779 (SipL 23^^ — Pbul Jones appeared on the coast of North- 
umberland, after having made a regular progress round Scotland. 
He had become so notorious, that his appearance on this coast, 
where he lingered a whole day and capturea a sloop, caused a great 
consternation. It happened a fe^r days before, that the duke of 
Northumberland's audit had been held at the castle, and the whole 
of the rents, mostly paid in gold, were deposited there, these would 
have afforded a grand prize for the pirate, had he been aware of the 
circumstance. The bailiff at the castle was roost firmly persuaded 
that Pbul knew of the audit, and had d>me expressly for the pur- 
pose of carrjdng off the cash, as he had done at Lord Selkirk s in 
Scotland, a short time before. Under this impression, he prevailed 
on the commander of the Huntingdonshire militia to garrison the 
castle, and prepare some of the cannon for its defence during the 
tkif^U Accordingly the gates were barricadoed and every prepa- 
ration made for repelling an assault, but, however, the castle was 
left unmolested, as Pbul had proceeded on his voyage, and on the 
above day, meeting with the Baltic fleet near Flamborough head, 
on the coast of Yorkshire, convoyed by the Serapis frigate of 44 
guns, commanded by Captam Pearson, and the Countess of Scarbo- 
rough, armed ship of 20 guns, commanded by Captain Thomas 
Pierc v, a very severe action took place, in which Jones was victorious, 
and the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough were taken, but the 
convoy escaped. The result was one of the most memorable naval 
actions upon record in the annals of the navy, both sides shewii^ 
the most resolute and desperate courage, until the English, over- 
powered by niunbers, were obliged to surrender. Jones command- 
ed an American ship of war called the Bon Homme Richard, of 
40 guns, and 375 men ; a frigate called the Alliance, of 40 guns, and 
300 men ; the Pdlas, another frigate, (French) of 30 guns, and 275 
men ; and the Vengeance, an armed brie of 12 guns, and 70 men. 
Mr. Parker, of Newcastle, has pamted and lithographed a portrait of 
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old Taylor, of CullerooatB» who lost his arm and an eye in the en- 
gagement with P&ul Jones. 

1779 (Nov. 15^.— << He had an enormous appetite, eat all 
kinds of garbage, he could put up even with the most incredibly 
disgusting articles." I. C. See vol. upage 317. 

1781 (Mmf \). << Proprietor Dr. Hall; Mr. Gibson and Mr. 
Abbs, surgeons ; — s Craneson, a performer at the theatre, archi«- 
tect." I. C. See voL t. page 320. An original view of the baths 
engraved by Mr. Beilby, from a drawmg by Craneson, may be had 
of Jdin Sykes. 

1786 f&pL 19^^— << He was eating nuts, conseouently required 
the use of both huids. The border on which he felt had been lately 
digged, into which he sunk above his knees, from which shock his 
bowels were totally displaced." 1. C. See voL upage 34^. 

1789 (Nov. 16y^— '* The pews, &c. &c^ of mahogany, were ori- 
ginally intended to have been wainscot Mrs. Baker, and her sis- 
ter, Mrs. Atlee, who were then living in the parish, made up the 
difference of the cost.'* I. C. See voL u page 353. 

1791 (Aug. IS J, — « Believed from too large a quantity of lamp 
black in an upper loft, which heated and ignit^." I. C. See voL t. 
page 358. 

1791 (September J. — " A furnace for the purpose of making shot 
red hot to fire at an enemy's ship." L C. See vol, i. page S59. 

1795^ — ^Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Thomas Squire, an eccen- 
tric character. He was a native of Aberdeen, and was apprenticed 
to a stocking weaver, during which period of his life he was dis- 
tinguished for piety, sobriety, and industry. When a journeyman, 
he married ** a bonny lassie," whom he doted upon, but she turn- 
ing a disgusting drunkard, he wandered the remainder of his days 
like a wretched outcast from society — suspecting all men and hatins 
all women. Afler travelling through various parts of Scotland and 
England, he came to Newcastle, for which place he retained a 
strong partiality. He subsisted by making spits, toasting-forks, 
Ac, which he sometimes sold wholesale to the hawkers of pettjr 
wares, and which he sometimes retailed himself in the neighbouring 
villages. While in Ayrshire, several circumstances had combined to 
renew his youthful predilection for reading and abstruse inquiries. 
Thomas Squire, who was self taught, possessed considerable know- 
ledge of the classics, and understood the mathematics well, but his 
attention was mostly directed to subjects of metaphysics and of po- 
litical economy. He was of very retired habits, and lived in a gar- 
ret room at the foot of a lane nearly opposite to the sign of Jacob's 
Well, in Sandgate. His furniture consisted of a very large oaken 
chest, which contained his books, a stool, a few porringers, an iron 
pot ; and a sack full of straw with a blanket, formed his bed. The 
walls were covered with mathematical figures, which, with a few 
optical glasses, constituted the embellishments of his apartment. 
No woman was ever permitted to enter his door. Here would this 
solitary being sit for weeks together, studying some favourite au- 
thor, indulging reveries, and projecting schemes for bettering the 
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political condition of man. He had formed an Utopian rqwblic 
with which he was highly pleased. Necessity compelled Squir^ 
one day to yisit Newburn, with his wares, where, on entering a 
public house, a party of drunken keelmen threw him against the 
fire, because he refused to drink, << damnation to Ae FrmM* Tkm 
exertions of the landlady saved him from receiving much hanii« 
but this circumstance produced a powerful effect upon his mmd. 
After this, he seldom went abroad, except to purdiase provisionfl^ 
and materials for his work. The outcry at that time (1794) raised 
against democrats, and the suspension of the habeas eorpm, in* 
creased his alarms, and he persuaded himself that he had become 
an object of suspicion to the police ; under this impression he sent 
for a friend, and communicated in confidence that he had removed 
a brick from the chimney and made a snug place for concealing hia 
MSS., which he was sure would escape the search of the pDlice 
should they visit him. This friend having occasion to leave x^ew* 
castle, learnt on his return two years after Squire's death, that hia 
books had been sold to pay his landlord and the funeral expenaea. 
This singular man, who at his death was about 50 years of age, was 
under the middle nze, with a strongly marked Scottish physiogno- 
my ; his hair was red and tied in a queue, and he halted in his gaut. 
He afforded a striking instance of how little is required to sustain 
life. His food was simple, and according to his own account taken 
in extremely small quantities at regular intervals. He entertained 
a high opinion of the nutritious qualities of turnips, and believed 
they would prove as wholesome and fattening to man as to animalsj 
if regularly eaten. On the visit of a friend, he pronounced a warm 
panegyric on the excellent adaptation of this root for human food» 
and affirmed that for three months he had eaten nothing elae ; a 
bunch of turnips lay on the floor, and he pointed out the various 
and simple modes he had adopted for cookine them; he bad 
also extracted a kind of spirit firom turnips which was bottled 
up. At this time he looked very pale, thin, and weakly, and bis 
death was attributed to these dangerous experiments. His apart^ 
ment, it is thought, is not now known, or the very curious MSS. 
which he concealed in the chimney mifht perhaps be recovered* 

1796 fJuly 27 J, — A grand musical festival, under the patronafg^ 
of Prince William of Glouceiriter, commenced at Newcastle, and 
was continued during the three following days. The oratorios 
were performed in St. Nicholas' church on the mornings, and the 
concerts in the Assembly-rooms each evening. The elder Cramer 
was leader of the band; the tickets were £1. 11#. fid each, but 
the conductors of this undertaking, it is said, lost 120 guineas, 
besides all their trouble and fatigue. 

1800 (June l^J. — A man named Wilkinson, a mariner of Lynn, 
had recourse to begging in Newcastle, and amongst other houses 
came to that of one Mofiatt, a person who took care of horses in 
Pil^im-street, Newcastle, where the usual application was made ; 
the husband was not at home^ but Mrs. Moffatt gave him some 
bread and cheese and small beer ; she then presented him with a 
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hatchety telling him that she in turn had one request to make* 
which was, that having been long plagued with her fingers, he 
would be 80 kind as to cut diem off wiUi that hatchet, laying both 
hands at the same time upon the table for the purpose. The asto- 
nished mendicant drew back and knew not what to do. She how« 
ever persisted in her demand, he at length was monster enough to 
strike a blow at her hands with the hatchet, by which three fingers 
of one hand and two of the other were cut off, and another much 
injured. The woman was sent to the Infirmary, and the man to 
the house of correction. She was occasionally subject to fits of 
insanity. 

1805 (Sipt^, 15^..— This day (Sunday), at noon, William Cuzen, 
a fnrivate*in the royal artillery, aged about 28 years, blew out bis 
brains with a horse pistol, near the village of Westoe, South Shields. 
A short time before, he called at a public house in Westoe, and wrote 
a letter, of which the following is a copy : — 

** Mr. Edwabd Chadwick, } Buigh Hall, 
•* Mr. Thomas Chadwick, ) liancashire.** 
** Ab hoc memento pencit etemitas !'* 
•« Dreadful attempt! 
** Jurt redoing firom self-^lauffhter, in a rage, 
** To rush into the presence (n our judge; 
•• Aflif we 

'* matter*d not his wrath ! Unheard-of tortures 
'* Must be reservM for such : these herd together, 
** llie common damn*d shun their society, 
*' And look upon themselves as fiends less fouL** 

«• Wm. Cuzek." 
** I once had thousands^ and was once philosopher enough to brare mis- 
** fintunes, but I have been neglected, therefore have I £>ne this. I am 
** gone a long journey, but {f fotHUe, will return to torment ingratitude. I 
** was ever grateftiL The world has lost an ornament, a diamond in the 
•• nwgfa." 

The coroner's inquest returned a verdict of limacy. Part of the letter is a 
quotation flmn BUnr's Poem of " The Qrave.** 

1807 fjume 21^. — A remarkablv laree eel, measuring S5 inches 
in lengto, 7^ inches girth over the shoulder, and weighing four 
poundc^ was taken out of a small well in the village of Morrick, in 
Northumberland. The well did not exceed six feet in depth, and 
acarcely measured three feet in diameter, and had no visible com- 
munication with any river or pond. When first discovered, it was 
sporting on the surmce of the water. 

1808 (AprU 19;.— The people at the Forth, Newcastle, were 
disturbed in the enjoyment of tneir annual amusements by 2ifraefL8 
of rather a serious nature, between some boys and a party of the 
recruits of the Wiltshire militia. The boys, according to their an- 
nual custom, were amusing themselves with a game at football in 
the interior of the Forth, when the soldiers, no doubt for the sake 
ofjimj interrupted them in their diversion, by running after them 
and tripping up their heels. The boys being reinforced by their 
friends, and encouraged by another party of military, set manfully 
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upon their opponents, and with stones, brick bats, and other mi , 

kept up sucn a determined discharge, that they compelled their an* 
tagonists, though superior in numbers, to seek their safety in a 
precipitate retreat. Luckily the scene of action being near the 
InfiUnary, the wounded were conveyed thither. Two men receiv- 
ed severe wounds on the head, and many were sli^tly hurt. 

1810 (April 15^.— <« Geor^ Ai^sta, the 5th earl of Scar- 
borough was the person to reheve Sir Thomas, by calling a meet- 
ing of the baronets in London, to take his case into consideration." 
I. C. See voL iu page 55. 

181S (Nov, II J* — About three o'clock on the morning, afire 
broke out in a wooden tenement, in a garden, in Pandon Dean, 
near Vine-lane, Newcastle, occupied by a person named Brown, 
a house carpenter, as a workshop and dwelling-room. All the 
clothes, tools, furniture, and stock in trade of the sufferer were 
consumed. 

1815 (Nov. 22^.— -Died, in the High-bridge, Newcastle, Mr. 
James Sands, aged 40 years. He had been confined to his room 
above SO years, in consequence of a paralytic affection. Through 
the strength of his genius, he surmounted every difBculty his pecu- 
liar situation opposed to the acquisition of knowledge, having, 
without instruction, made an extraordinary proficiency in the 
ancient and modem languages, and acquired considerame skill in 
various branches of the sciences. He was the author of the fol- 
lowing novels, which were very fiivourably received by the puUic» 
viz : << Monekioih or tke Faie ef Eleanor" S vols.; << Omni de 
Novini, or the Omftderate CarAusians" 8 vols. ; << T%e Even^ 
Marriage^*' 4 vols. ; and ** Dangerous Secrets^' 2 vols. He was 
also the author of << Tke Oaik^** a play, which was performed in 
the Newcastle theatre. He likewise contributed a ^eat number 
of ingenious poetical pieces, essays, letters, &c^ to different perio- 
died publications. 

1817 /Jan. 4^. Died, in Newcastle, Mr. Ralph BeOby, a na- 
tive of Durham, in the 74th year of his age. He was the son of 
Mr. William Beilby, a respectable jeweller and goldsmith in Dur- 
ham, but being unsuccessful in business, he removed to Newcastle. 
Ralph having learnt to be a silversmith, jeweller, and seal engra- 
ver under his fiEither, he became the common resource in several 
useful arts and accomplishments. To the engraving of arms and 
letters on seals and silver plate, he added engraving on copper, as 
there were at that time no engravers in the north of England. 
See the gear 1740, vol. t. page 165. Mr Beilby executed heraldic 
ei^ravings with extraordinary facility, and his plate of ,*< ThonUon^s 
3lonumentf** in Brand's History of Newcastle, shows that he also 
possessed considerable skill in his engravms upon copper. But he 
was most distinguished for his literary and scientific pursuits ; he 
also understood the science of music well, and in his youth played 
double bass at the Rev. Dr. Brown's private concerts. He was one 
of the first and warmest promoters of the Literary and Philosophical 
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Society of Newcastle, and was highly esteemed. For a memoir 
of Mr. Thomas Bewick, his ^yprentice, and afterwards his partner, 
906 page 227. 

1822 (Fib, 28^. — About twelve o'clock at n^t, while two men 
and two boys were ascending the engine pit at fiurradon colliery, 
and had got a little way from the bottom, melancholy to relate, hj 
some acadent, the rope gave way, which falling upon them, killed 
them all. It appeared in evidence on the coroner'^ inquest, that 
the rope was quite a good one, and such as would have worked six 
months, and that the part which broke had only been subject to wear 
about a month, from which it was inferred, that it must have met 
with some accident which had nearly separated it, and had conse- 
quently given way when the individuals got upon it. Verdict, oc- 
eidental death* 

1822 (Dec. 19 J David George Clayter, a private m the 3d 

regiment of Dragoon Guards, was found dead in a field at Sandhoe, 
near Hexham, having shot himself through the body with a horse 
pistol which was lying near him. The cause and circumstances of 
this shocking act, as developed before the coroner and a respect- 
able juiy, were most heart rending, it being clear that the unmrtu- 
nate young man ^who had been six years in the reffiment» and 
was hiffhl^ and deservedly respected by his officers ana comrades) 
fell a victim to his ardent attachment to his wife ! About a month 
before, he had been married at Ghretna Green, to a youn^ woman named 
Jane Stokoe, servant in a respectable fiunUy in Carlisle, (where he 
was quartered), and a daughter of Mr. Kalph Stokoe, smith and 
publican, at Sandhoe. This match havii^ displeased Uie parents, 
the mother went to Carlisle, and persuaded the daughter to return 
home with her, under the pretext of pacing a visit to her fiunily, 
but in reality under the idea that a mamage at Ghretna Green was 
not binding, and that the connexion might be dissolved if the 
parties were once separated. Afler the departure of his wife and 
ner mother, the unfortunate husband finding that they had taken 
away every article of his wife's clothing from their lodgings, and 
comparing this circumstance with the previous conversation of the 
mother, the dreadful truth flashed upon his mind, and, in a state 
of distraction he wrote a most affecting letter to his wife, which 
did not reach her hand, as she had previously been sent away to a 
relation's at Sunderland-bridge, in the county of Durham; but it 
was opened by her fiunily at &mdhoe. Not receiving an KUswer, 
he obtained a furlough up to the 18th of December, and set out 
on Sunday the 15Ui for Sandhoe, where he arrived early on the 
following morning. Here, of course, he could not find the object 
of his search, nor obtain iVom her parents any account whither ^e 
had gone, which they studiously kept from him. This raised his 
mind to a state bordering on phrenzy, and he wandered between 
Sandhoe and Hexham, until the 19Ui, when he terminated hts 
existence as above stated. Tied round his arm were found a letter 
to his mother-in-law, dated the 18th, upbraiding her as the cruel 
cause of the act he was about to commit, and two letters dated the 
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17th and 18th, to hif wife, incoherently written, but breathing the 
most ardent affection for her, and inclosing in one of them a cheque 
upon the Neath Bank in Glamorganshire, for three hundred pounds, 
with six years' interest, which he bequeathed to her, homng that 
she would never want. These two letters were indosed m a note 
to his wife's brother in Hexham, desiring him to forward them to 
her, as he could rely on no one else to do it, and mentioning^ 
that one of them contained £44K). These letters were severally 
read at the coroner's inquest, and their perusal excited a deep sym* 
pathy in the coroner and jury. Verdict, /tmacy. 

1623 fSqA, MJ. — An elegant silver cup was given to Mr. 
Thomas Forsyth, sergeant at mace, by several of Uie drapers in 
Newcastle, for his exertions as a poh'ce officer in that town. The 
cup bore an ^propriate inscription, and was presented by Mr. 
Robert Oliver, on behalf of the subscribers, in a neat speech, which 
Mr. Forsyth acknowledged in return. The party partook of a 
supper at the house of Mr. Teasdale, sign of the Dun Cow, Quay* 
side, and spent the evening with the greatest conviviality. 

1824 (Feb, J. — Died, at Low Gonorth, near Newcastle, Mary 
Dees, aged upwards of 100 years. A pwtrait of this centenarian 
was sketched and also etched by Mr. F^ker. 

August Sl^-^The lord bishop o£ Oxford consecrated a new 
chapel of ease which had been erected at Hall Yards, near Mickley, 
in the parish of Ovingham, Northumberland, at the sole expense 
of J. B. Wrightson, esq. More than one half of the congregation 
assembled to witness the solemn ceremony were unable to gain 
admission into the interior of the chapel, which was crowded to 
excess. A most impressive sermon was preached by the Rev. 
James Birkett, jun., A.M., domestic chaplain to the right hoo. 
Lord Arden, from 2d Chron. chap. vL verses 40 and 41. 

Ncvember 5i^— Nearly fifty vessels were wrecked on the danger- 
ous rocks near Hawthorn Dene, in the county of Durham, to- 
gether with all their crews, excepting that belonging to the ship 
bido, which was wrecked betwixt two rocks, about thirty vards 
from the shore, where Uie late Major George Anderson, of New- 
castle, who witnessed the distressmg scene, had coUected all hb 
servants in order to render every possible assistance to the unfor- 
tunate mariners, who, having lost their mainmast, foremast, and 
rudder, collected themselves upon the bowsprit, and made several 
fruitless attempts to threw a rope to the shore ; fbrtunately, how- 
ever, the Major had an excellent Newfoundland dog, which by 
encouragement, after several dangerous attempts, succeeded in 
catching hold of the r(^, and brought it through the raging surges 
to the Major and his servants, who held it till all the crew (four- 
teen in number) had escaped from the foaming gulph, which threats 
ened them wim destruction. The crew luiving been refreshed 
with every necessary comfort at the Major's house, departed after 
gratefully thanking their preservers; and so affected were the 
reelings of the captain's wife, that on the following day she visited 
Hawthorn Hive Cottage, the Major's residence, where she, with 
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Streaming eyes^ expressed her gratitude, and falling upon her 
knees» kissed the dog which had been so essentially instrumental 
in saying her husband and the crew. 

1825 (Jufy)^ — About three o'clock on the morning a fire broke 
out in the Cumberland, a trader between Newcastle and London, 
which was then lying in the river Tyne, off South Shields, with a 
valuable cargo of goods for the latter port There was about 
£2000 worth of whdebone belonging to one gentleman on board, 
besides lead and other goods. The origin of the fire was unknown, 
but it was comectured that a quantity of charcoal in the hold 
had ignited. By great exertions the vessel was got over the river 
to the Dortwich sand, on the north side, but all attempts to ex- 
tineuish the flames were unavailing till she was reduced to a shell, 
and the greater part of the goods was destroyed. 

Sq^Umber 16. — About half-past ten o'clock at night, a person 
having the appearance of a porter, brought a travelling trunk to 
the Turf Hotel coach-office, in Collingwood-street, Newcastle, 
where it was left for the purpose of being forwarded the following 
morning to Edinburgh. The address it bore was <' James Sjrme, 
esq., 6, Forth-street, Edinburgh," but in consequence of its hav- 
ing been deposited in that part of the office where packages were 
placed for tne south coach, and no coaches going north on Sunday, 
It was detained till the Monday, when a most nauseous smell was 
felt from a liquid oozing therefrom. When the trunk was opened 
by order of the magistrates, it was found to contain the body of a 
young woman supposed to be about 19 years of age, of fair com- 
plexion, light eyes, and yellow hair, and without any marks of 
violence. The Dody, after a coroner's inquest, was interred. 

1826 (j€in, 15»J — The dead body of a man was discovered in a 
common deal box brought from beyond York, to the Turf Hotel 
coach-office, in Collingwood-street, Newcastle, for Eldinburgh. It 
was interred at the Ballast-hills. 

January 26. — Another box from the south was opened at the 
Turf Hotel, coach-office, and the body of a little old woman found 
therein, which also was interred at the Ballast-hills. An extensive 
traffic in dead bodies appeared to be carrying on at this time by the 
resurrectionists in the south and the Edinburgh lecturers on 
anatomy. 

February 2I«— The death of Mr. Brandling having occasioned 
a vacancy in the representation of Northumberland, the hon. H. 
T. liddell, of Eslington, and Matthew Bell, esq., of Woolsington, 
began a very spirited canvas. The polling which commenced at 
Alnwick on the above day, was earned on with great determina- 
tion, until the 7th of March, when Mr. Liddell declined any fur- 
ther contest, and Mr. Bell was chaired. At the close of the poll the 
numbers for each candidate were: — Mr. Bell 1,186, Mr. Liddell 
1,150. Mr. Liddell made his entry into Newcastle on the 8th of 
March, Mr. Bell the day following. The crowds which assembled 
on both occasions were so awfully dense, that many were nearly 
suffocated. One young woman had her thigh bone broken, another 
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discovered that the effigy near the north door, taid to represent a 
man who leapt from one of the towers for a purse of gold» and was 
killed by the fall, was in reality the eBgj of a Lady Lumley wtio 
had been buried below. Bishop Mataews' license (see voL i. 
p. SLJ authorises John Lord Lumley to remove the bones of his 
male ancestors only, and it proves their place of sepulture to have 
been near the north door of the church, the very place in ques- 
tion. 

1830 fNav. S), — Several curious stones rudely carved, and ap- 
parently having formed part of a Roman arch and pillar, were dug 
out of the summit of the lofly mound oi earth called the " Ha* 
Hill,'' near the new gaol at Morpeth. 

183i.-^This year, the ruins of Benwell-hall, near Newcastle, 
were entirely removed, and a new stone building in a castella- 
ted form, erected upon the old foundation. It is the property of 
Thomas Crawhall, esq. See October I2tk, 1811, paffe 63. 

Tuesday, died near Ovingham, Mrs. Elizabeth Coulson, ^ed 
103 years. Copied from a frxigmeni ^a local newepaptr wUHoui 



77fe foUowing occurrences having taken place during the printing 
of the addenda, they may be considered as following page 367, 

1832 (July 1) Died, of apoplexy, at Pendennis Casde, of 

which he was lieutenant governor, Lieutenant Colonel William Fen- 
wick, C. B. and K. T. S. He was the youngest son of the late 
Thomas Fenwick, of Earsdon, in Northumberland, esq«, at which 
place he was bom in the year 1777. In 1792 he joined the 34th 
regiment of foot at Limerick. This regiment was shortly afterwards 
removed to Dublin, and in 1794 embarked for England, from thence 
to the Island of Walcheren, and, after remaining a short time there, 
embarked for the West Indies, where it arrived early in 1795. 
Lieut. Col. Fenwick was present at the reduction of St. Vincents, 
and in several engagements with tlie enemy during that period. 
He arrived in En^and the latter end of the year 1796, where the 
regiment was stationed until the latter end of 1799, when it was 
embarked for the Cape of Good Hope, where it remamed until the 
peace in 1802 ; it then proceeded to the East Indies, and remained 
tliere until the latter end of the year 1807. Early the following 
year Lieut. Col. Fenwick was ordered to Jersey with the 2d battalion 
of his regiment, and proceeded from thence to Lisbon, where it 
landed on the 3d of July, 1809. He commanded that battalion at 
the battle of Busaco, in the lines near Lisbon, at Albuera, Arroyo 
de Moulines, Vittoria, and various others in different parts of Por- 
tugal and Spain, particularly in the vale of Bustan, and was always 
effective with his corps, until severely wounded in the knee at the 
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Maya Pass in the Pyrenees on the 25th of July, 1813^ in conse- 
quence of which he suffered amputation very high up the right 
Uiigh, and on his arrival in England, was appointed lieutenant go- 
vernor of Pendennis Castle, and soon after made a Companion 
of the Bath. The gazette of April the 9th, 1816, contained 
the Prince Regent's (afterwards George IV.) permission to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fenwick, to accept the Portuguese order of the 
Tower and Sword, conferred upon him by the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, for his distinguished courage m the Peninsula. He 
had also the honour of wearing a medal for the battle of Albuera, 
and a clasp for that of Vittoria. The following is copied from ** The 
Falmouth Packet and Cornish Herald" of the 14th of July, 1832, 
where Lieut. Col. Fenwick was well known and respected. After 
giving an outline of his military career, it states, ** as an officer he 
was respected and beloved by all ranks, and in private life, he shone 
conspicuously in the discharge of his relative and social duties. His 
dianty was as extensive as it was unostentatious ; his humility, his 
integrity, and his undeviating rectitude, endeared him to a sorrow- 
ing circle of friends, in whose joys and sorrows he ever largely 
participated, and who, while they deeply mourn the awful event, 
rejoice in the consoling belief, that their loss, is his unspeakable 
gain," 

1832 fJttfy SJ4 — ^In the evening of this day (Sunday), Cuthbert 
Skipsey, a pitman belonginff to Percy Main colliery, was unfortunate- 
ly snot at Chirton, near mrth Shields, in an amray between some 
pitmen and special constables, the latter of whom were appointed to 
protect such of the workmen as were unconnected witii the strike 
among the colliers. At the inquest, which was held on the Tues- 
day at the Rose inn, Willington, before Stephen Reed, esq., 
coroner, much contradictoiy evidence was given — the police party 
stating that there was a eeneral rawy and that Skipsey struggled 
with a policeman named George Weddell, to get possession of his 
pistol, whilst the witnesses on the other side stated that the de- 
ceased went up to Weddell to endeavour to make peace, and that 
Weddell immediately pushed him back and shot him. The jury, 
after about an hour's consultation, returned a verdict of nMrn- 
slaughter against Weddell, who was admitted to bail to appear at 
the assizes. August 3d, after a trial which continued about twelve 
hours, Weddell was found guilty of manslaughter, and sentenced 
to six months' imprisonment and hard labour. 

J^y 20. — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, in Newcastle, Wil- 
liam Purvis, better kno^n as Blind Willie, For accounts of 
this eccentric, see February the 7th, 1819, p. 118; May the 14th, 
1828, p. 218, and July 27th, 1831, p. 305. As promised at page 
118, Mn Robert Gilchrist, the local poet, has, as his last lo^ 
effusion, written an epitaph on Utii^ famed musician. 

August l-^An inquisition, founded on a commission of escheat, 
issued under the great seal, was taken at the Queen's Head 
inn, Newcastle, before WiUiam Wightman and James Losh, esqrs., 
barristers at law, and George Maule, esq., solicitor to the treasury. 
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and a respectable jury, when it was found that William Moul* 
ton, formerly of the Castle Garth in that town, skinner and 
glover, deceased, was at the time of his death seised of certain 
property, called the Ship Entry, in the Old Flesh Market in that 
town; that he made a will devising the property for a chari- 
table purpose, but which by the statute of mortmain was void, and 
that he died in December, 1772, without an heir, that the property 
became vested in the crown, as an escheat, but it was understood 
that it was probable his majesty would be graciously pleased to 
direct that it should be applied according to William Moulton's 
intentions, as expressed in the will, lliis point was gained on a 
petition of the parish officers of St Nicholas, by whose exertions 
and attention, the parish was likely to derive a considerable benefit, 
after a lapse of nearly sixty years. 

1832 (Avg. I J. — William Jobling was tried at the assizes at Dur- 
ham, and found guilty of the murder of Nicholas Fairies, esq., as sta- 
ted at page 365. He was sentenced to be hanged on Friday, August 
the 3d, and his body to be afterwards hung in chains near the 
scene of the murder. Soon afler twelve o'clock Jobling suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law, on the drop erected in front of the 
county courts at Durham. Afler his condemnation, he was very 
attentive to his religious duties, and he exhibited on his way to 
and upon the scaffold, the utmost resignation and fortitude. He 
acknowledged, while in prison, the justice of his sentence, though 
he denied having been the principal in the fatal transaction which 
led to his ignominious death ; he earnestly entreated a reverend 
gentleman, who attended him, to express to Mrs. Fairies and her 
iamily, his sorrow for what had taken place, and to assure her and 
them, that when he met Mr. Fairies, which was accidental, he had 
no intention to harm him. He hoped they would forgive him, as 
he sincerely forgave all mankind who had at any time done him 
any injury. His step was firm as he entered upon the scaffold, 
but the power of articulation failed him, and he was in consequence 
unable to address the spectators, as he had stated it to be his 
intention to do. He could neither read nor write, but had pro- 
cured a friend to transcribe some scraps from books which bad been 
read to him in the gaol, which he wished to scatter among the 
crowd. He was dissuaded from doing this, and he gave them to 
the governor of the prison to deliver to a person whom he named. 
Just as the fatal bolt was about to be withdrawn, a person near the 
scaffold cried out *< Farewell Jobling," and he instantly turned his 
head in the durection whence the voice proceeded, which displaced 
the cord, and consequently protracted his sufferings, which con- 
tinued for some minutes. Afler hanging an hour, the body was 
cut down and conveyed into the gaol, where it remained until the 
gibbet was ready. It was a very wet day, consequendy the crowd 
was not so numerous as was anticipated. Fitly of the 8th hus- 
sars mounted, and fifly of the 15th regiment of foot, were drawn 
up in front of the drop, where tlicy remained until the body was 
cut down. A portion of these regiments had marched from 
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Newcastle to Durham for the purpose, and alw) to escort the body 
to Jarrow Slake. After the body was conveyed into the gaol, the 
clothes were taken off but no incision made, it was then covered 
over with pitch, and the clothes in which he was hanged were re- 
placed. 

This wood cut portrait of Jobling is from a sketch by Mr. 
Bouelt artist, of Durham, taken whilst upon his trial. 



On monday morning, August the 6tb, at seven o'clock, the 
body waa taken in a small ^ur wheeled waggon, drawn bv two 
horses, from Durham, escorted by a troop of hussara, and two 
companies of infantry, T. Griffith, esq., the under sheriff, Mr. Frush- 
ard, the gaoler, officers of the gaol, bailifis, &c. &c. They proceed- 
ed by way of Chester-le- Street, Picktree, Sludge-row, Porto Bello, 
over the Black Fell, to White Mare Pool, and thence by the South 
Shields turnpike-road, to Jarrow Slake, where they arrived at half- 
past one o'clock. "The spectators were not numerous, perhaps 
about 1,000, and not many pitmen amongst them, on account it 
was supposed, of a meeting being held by tbem that day on 
Boldon Fell. On the arrival of the cavalcade at Jarrow Slake, it 
was joined by Bryan Abbs and William Loraine, e'sqrs.. magistrates 
of the county ; the military were then drawn up, and formed two 
sides of a square, the cavalry on the right, and the infantry on the 
left. The body was then lifted from the waggon. It was cased in 
flat bars of iron of 34 inches in breadth, the feet were placed in 
Stirrups, from which a bar of iron went up each side of the head, and 
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ended in a ring by which he was suspended ; a bar from the collar 
went down the breast, and another down the hatk ; there were ako 
bars in the inside of the legs which communicated with the above; 
and cross bars at the ankles, the knees, the th^g^ the bowels, the 
breast and shoulders; the hands were hung by the sides, and 
covered with pitch ; the face was pitched and covered with a piece 
of white dotn. Being laid on a hand barrow, the body was con- 
veyed to the gibbet, which was fixed nearly opposite the Boot 
where the murder was committed, and about 100 yards wimin 
the Slake from high water mark. The gibbet, which was fixed in 
a stone 1^ ton weight sunk in the Slake, was formed of a square 
piece of timber (fir) twenty-one feet long, and a top projecting about 
three feet, with strong bars of iron up ^ich side to prevent its being 
sawn down. At high water the tide covered the gibbet about four or 
five feet, leaving sixteen or seventeen feet visible. The body being 
hoisted up and secured, a police guard was placed near the spot, and 
remained there for some time. Jobling was the first person gib- 
beted under the new act of parliament, ordering the bodies of mur- 
derers to be hung in chains. The body, when gibbeted, had on the 
clothes in which the criminal appeared upon hw trial:— blue jacket 
and trowsers, the heel-quarters of his shoes were down, and tfirougfa 
a large hole in one of nis stockings, the naked heel was visible ; 
his head was thrown quite back, so that his fece appeared as if look- 
ing upwards. During the very dark n^ht between the Slst of 
August and the 1st of, September, JoUing's body was stolen from 
the gibbet and secretlv disposed of by some persons unknown. 

1^2 CAttg. SJ^ — The passing of the reform bills was celebra- 
ted at Berwick, including Tweedmouth and Spital, which form 
but one united and reformed borough, the procession, dinners, Ac, 
went off with great ecbii. The iUumination in the evening was 
beautiful and general, every house and hovel presenting a blase of 
light The mrwick Advertiser in describing the festivity, states, 
^ Berwick has no day recorded in its annals that may for a moment 
be termed its equal ; and a thousand years may come and pass, 
and still none like unto it be found." 

1832 /Ayg. II J. — A most dreadful murder was committed at 
Homdiff upon the river Tweed, near Berwidc. Two young men 
of the names of Paxton and Percy, had a dispute about a game 
cock, which led to firequent quarrels between them, and, on die day 
above-mentioned, they again came to high words, and eventually 
blows. While this was goin^ on, Percy's fiither, an old man, pro- 
cured a large knife, and deliberately attacking his son's opponent, 
stabbed him in die belly, cutting him across, so that his boweb, as he 
fell, protruded on the ground. Not content with this savage deed, 
he turned upon Pkxton^s brother, and stabbed him in several places. 
The first victim lingered till the following morning (Sunday), in 
great agony, when death relieved him from his sufermgs, the other 
young man was in a hopeless state. Old Percy retired to a com 
field and cut his own throat, but not effectually, as he was found 
bleeding shortly af^er, and the wound having been attended tO| he 
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WBB in a few dajs removed to Durham gaol, there to await his trial 
for these horrid crimes. 

1832 (Aug. U^^^The members of the Northern Political Union 
celebrated the piassing of the reform billsi by a public dinner in 
the Spital-field, in Newcastle, the ose of which had been readily 
granted by Archibald Reed, esq., mayor. A laige canvas covering 
was erected, under which the tabl^ calculate to accommodate 
1,000 persons, were fixed, but not one-half of that number was 
present At two o*dock the council of the Union arrived on the 

EDund, attended by a band of music and several banners, after 
ving paraded some of the streets of the town. Charles Attwood, 
esq., of Whickham, took the chair, and was supported on his right 
bv Mr. Owen, of the National Political Union* Messrs. Thomas 
Doubleday and Charles Larkin officiated as vice-chairmen. The 
dinner consisted of roast and boiled beef, together with plum-pud- 
dings and ale. The dinner, speeches, and toasts occupied the 
meeting until seven o'clock in the eveninff, The first toast was 
<' The King," and the next '' The People,^' after which followed 
*< Earl Grey and the Ministry, for their introduction and support 
of the reform bill," which was drunk with ereat applause. The 
chairman addressed the meeting at consideraUe length, after which 
the meeting was addressed by Mr. Owen, Mr. Doubleday, Mr, 
Laricm, and the Rev. Mr. Wrisht irom Sunderland. It was re- 
commended by a placard that the shops should be closed, but this 
was onl^ attended to in one or two mstances. An illumination 
was whispered, but the sood sense of the inhabitants frustrated 
this attempt dso; a hand bill issued by the mayor on the prece- 
ding day, havinff strongly recommended the inhabitants not to light 
up, as the choifera then raged so heavily in the town. The meat 
which remained after this dinner, was on the following day distri- 
buted among upwards of 800 persons, and soup and rolls of bread 
to upwards of 400 persons. 

August 24.-.The right honourable Earl Grejr, K. G^ and 
first lord of the treasury, having left London for his seat, Howick 
Hall, in Northumberland, was enthusiastically greeted at almost 
every town through which his lordship passed. On the above 
day his lordship alighted at the King's Head, in Darlingtoq, and 
walked in front of the inn during the time of changing horses, and 
was most heartiiy cheered on his departure* His lorddiip proceed- 
ed to Lambton Castle, the seat of JLord Durham, where he slept 
that night, and on the following day (Saturday), soon after eleven 
o'clock, hjs brdship^ accompamed by Countess Grey, the honour- 
able Colonel Grey, and other members of the fiunily arrived at the 
Turk's Head inn, in the Bigg^marli^t, Newcastle, where a number 
of gentlemen had assembled to salute his Imrdsfaip; he was abo 
greeted with three times three heartj cheers, firom an immense 
crowd which had collected. His lordship did not alight, but acknow- 
ledged the compliment by bowing from the carriage, and the cheers 
were repeated when he drove off. The bells m the churches of 
Gateshead and Newcastle were rung on the occasion. As soon as 
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it was known that the earl would pass through Morpeth, an address 
was drawn up and very generally signed by the inhabitants. His 
lordship was received at the Queen's Head inn with the most 
enthusiastic applause, and Mr. Woodman, in an appropriate speech^ 
presented the address, to which his lordship made an animated and 
suitable reply. At Alnwick, an address was voted to be presented 
to his lordship, for which purpose a procession went out as far as 
the toll bar, but, owine to some misinformation, his lordship had 
passed through some time before. John Carr, esq., of Bondgate 
Hall, transmitted the address on the following day, to which his 
lordship returned a most gracious answer. The address was signed 
by 847 persons. This is perhaps the first time that a prime minister 
passed through Newcastle, and that person a native of Northumber* 
land. 

18S2 fAuff 25^.— -BamardcasUe and its neighbourhood were visit- 
ed by a dreadfld thunder-storm, accompanied by a whirlwind, 
which completely unroofed a thatched house, and laid the inmates 
senseless on the floor, but without further injuring them ; a large 
stack of hay was thrown down, and a person, named Armstrong, who 
was breaking stones on the road, was lifted ofiP his feet, and mrown 
to the ground without being much hurt. The whirlwind crossed 
the river Tees, tore up some laige trees near Lartington Hall, and 
killed a calf in a field belonging to Mr. George Dixon, of Cother- 
stone. The Tees rose to a great height, and the road between 
Bamardcastle and Bowes, was rendered almost impassable. 

Augtut 86« — About four o'clock on the morning, one of the most 
dreadful showers of hail ever experienced, took place at Stockton. 
The demolition of glass alone amounted to upwards of £200. Crrest 
damage was also sustained by the gardens and orchards in the im* 
mediate vicinity of that town. 

Auffusi 27. — The members of the Sunderland Political Union, 
and other friends of reform, celebrated the passing of the reform 
bills by a public dinner in a large field near Waterloo-place. The 
Cables were arranged under a spacious canvas covering, and were 
well supplied with beef, ham, plum-puddings, &c. Ine price of 
the ticket was fixed at 2$^ but in order that the poorer classes 
might be enabled to join in the celebration, a subscription was 
entered into by some gentlemen, which allowed a number of the 
tickets to be disposed of at one shilling each. There were two 
bands of music in attendance, for whose accommodation elevated 
platforms were erected at each end of the covering ; a platform was 
also erected for the accommodation of the ladies, a number of whom 
appeared to view the proceedings with much satisfaction. At two 
odock the chairman of the Sunderland Political Union, the Rev. 
John Wright, Unitarian minister, accompanied bv Charles Attwood, 
esq., of Whickham, and a large body of the Union, entered the 
green, and took their places at the taibles, amid repeated cheering 
and a discharge of small cannon ; the Rev. chairman having said 
grace, Uie business of the dinner was proceeded with, after which 
uie toasts and the speeches occupied the meeting until about seven 
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o'clock* The prewure and uproarious conduct of a crowd which 
had carried all before it, and broke in upon the meeting, beggared 
all description, and rendered the scene truly ludicrous. As scarcely 
a word could now be heard from the speakers, the chairman, accom- 
panied by Mr. Attwood, and the members of the council, adjourned 
to Miss Jowsey's, the Bridge inn, from the windows of which, the 
diatrman and Mr. Attwood again addressed a great concourse of 
people. About 670 persons sat down to dinner. 

1832 (Aug% 27^«-^A fire broke out about nine o'clock at night, 
in the workshop of Mr. Thomas Scott, cart-wright, Orchard-street, 
Newcastle, which ra^d with great fury, and threatened the des- 
truction of the adjoinmg buildings. The engines were speedily on 
the spot, but could not prevent the loss of tibe whole of the build- 
ing. Mr. Scott's loss was estimated at £450 ; his stock of timber 
nd tools being entirely destroyed. No part of it was insured. 

\9ISl^fAugu9i7%)^'t\!ke new chapel for divine worship in commu- 
nion wito the established church, at Duddo, in the parish of Norham, 
was opened, the pious undertaking of the excellent and zealous 
vicar, the Rev. William Stephen Gilly. {SeeAprU6th, lBS2,page 
S51.^ It is a neat specimen of Saxon architecture, from a desi^ 
by Mr. Bonomi, of Durham, and it affords accommodation (the sit- 
tmgs being all free) for about 250 persons. The Rev. Chas. Thorp, 
svchdeacon of Durham, and official of the dean and chapter, read 
the bishop's license and the appointed preliminary address, after 
which the morning service was read (with appropriate lessons and 
psalms selected for the occasion), and an eloquent and impressive 
aermon was preached by Mr. Gilly. All the clergy in the neigh- 
bourhood in their eowns, and nearly all the gentry in the vicimty 
(including the earl of Home) were present on the occasion, in 
ccHnpliment to the worthy vicar. 

Angusi.'^At this time the cholera morbus again raged in New- 
castle and various other towns of Northumberland and Durham, 
some of which had not been visited by the disease in the winter of 
this year. See October 26M, 18S1, page 322. 

Siqpiember S.— The '< Northern Academy of Arts" in Rlackett- 
atreet, Newcastle, having been disposed of in shares of twen^-five 
pounds each, and its title chamnsd, the foUowing notice of its opening 
was given to the public : — " The Newcastle upon Tyne Institution 
for the General Iromotion of the Fine Arts." << The shareholders 
and the public in general are respectfully informed, that the above 
institution for the exhibition of pictures and sculpture, ftc, will 
open for the first season, on Monday the Sd day of September. 
By order of the committee of management. Keenlyside and 
Walton, secretaries. Admittance l#j season tickets, os; Cata« 
k^es, 1#. each. Open firom 10 in the mominff untU dusk. 
Tickets to be had of tne Secretaries, at their office, 16, Westgate- 
street, and of the principal booksellers in Newcastle." There were 
some excellent pictures in this exhibition, 

Sqfiember 5. — Died, at his house at the Leazes Terraoe, New- 
castle, Thomas Trotter, esq^ M. D. He was a native of Roxburgh- 
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shire, and received hb classical and medical education at the 
college of Edinburgh. In the year 1782, when very young, be 
was appointed surgeon in the royal navy, and having been a voyage 
in the African slave trade, he was called before a conunittee of the 
House of Commons, to give evidence against that horrid traffic in 
human flesh. In 1785, he settled at Wooler, in Northumberland* 
and having passed through the different examinations at the college 
of Edinburgh, he obtained the degree of M. D. in 1788 ; the fol* 
lowing year he was appointed to the flag ship of his friend and neigii- 
hour Admiral Roddam. In December 1793 he was appointed physi- 
cian to the royal hospital at Portsmouth, and in the following April 
was nominated ph vsician to the channel fleet, by Earl Howe, without 
any previous application, but merely in compliment to his profes* 
sional studies devoted to the health of seamen. The medical duty 
o£ the fleet was an incessant and laborious task for nearly nine 
years. In June 1795, after the battle off Groa, the doctor received 
a severe personal injury in ascending a ship's side, during a tre- 
mendous swell of the sea, to visit a wounded officer (Captain 
Grindall, of the Irresistible of 74 guns), which incqiecitated him 
for all active duty in boats, and from that period he was under the 
necessity of confining himself for some hours of every dav, to a 
horizontal posture to relieve the painful effects of that misrortune, 
which daily increased. Afler his quitting the navy in 1802, he 
settled in Newcastle until the year 1827, when he retired to Rox- 
burghshire, but had returned to Newcastle only a few months be* 
fore his death. Doctor Trotter was the author of the following 
works, viz. : — ^' MedicifM NatUicOf** 3 vols, ; " ObservoHoHM on 
Scurvy i* ^^ Medical and Chemical Es9ays ;" ** Stt^nria Oeeam, 
a Monody on the death of Earl Howe;^ " An Essay on Drunken^ 
ness;" " A viefo of the Nervous Temperament;** << 2%e Nohle 
Foundling^ or^ the Hermit of the Tweed;* A PtacHcable Plan /or 
manning the Royal Navy ;* &c. Various of his poetic pieces ap« 
peared in the journals of the day. In 1829 he published a volume 
ofpoems entitled <' Sea Weeds^ ' with a portrait prefixed << an. jbt. 
37." A portrait of the doctor was given in the European Maga- 
zine for May 1796. There is a beautiful epitaph on a stone in St. 
Andrew's church yard, Newcastle, to the memory of his first wife» 
written by the doctor. 

1832 (Sept. 6 J. — The passing of the Reform Bills was commemo- 
rated at Hexham, by a public procession and dinners at the reqieo- 
tive club-houses of each trade. 

September 10. — The passing of the Reform Bills was celebrated 
at Gateshead, by a pubhc dinner at the house of Mr. Bell, sign of 
the Grey Horse. At five o'clock in the evening, nearly one nun- 
dred gentlemen sat down. The chair was taken by Cuwbert Rq>- 
pon, esq., of Stanhope Castle ; and Mr. James Pollock, Mr. James 
Charlton, and Mr. J. B. Johnson, officiated as vice-presidents. On 
the rieht of the chairman were seated Sir Hedworth Williamson, 
bart., M.P., W. H. Ord, esq.. Captain Dinsdale, and T. E. Head- 
lam, esq, M.D.; on the left, Hedworth Lambton, esq., John 
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Bowes, esq., of Streatlam Castle, William Loraine, esq., &c. At 
the upper end of the room were displayed two handsome banners, 
one bearing the arms of the borough of Gateshead : the other, the 
arms of mr. Rippon, the candidate for the borough ; and in the 
centre, between the two banners, was placed a bust of the lord 
chancellor. At the lower end were displaved two handsome ban- 
ners, provided by Mr. Abraham Dawson, displaying the colours of 
the members for the county who supported the reform measure, 
and those who were expected to support liberal principles in the 
eVent of their being returned at the next election. The toasts and 
speeches occupied the meeting until a late hour, when the com- 
pany broke up. 

1832 (Sept 11^. — A public meeting was held in the Guildhall 
of Newcastle, to consider of the propriety of congratulating Earl 
Grey on his return to his native county, and expressive of grati- 
tude for his originating and conducting to a successful termination 
the important measure of parliamentary feform. Sir M . W. Rid- 
ley, bart., M. P., in a neat speech moved, and afterwards read the 
address, which was seconded by James Losh, esq., in a speech of 
considerable' length. The address was then adopted unanimously, 
after which three times three cheers were given for Earl Grey and 
the cabinet. 

About five o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, nearly two 
hundred gentlemen sat down to a public dinner at IVir. Fletcher's, 
the Turk's Head inn, Newcastle, to celebrate the passing of the 
Reform Bills. The chair was taken by George Baker, esq., of Ele- 
more, the father of reform in this district. The chairman was 
supported on his right by Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., M. P., William 
Ord, esq., M. P., Ralph Carr, esq., Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart., 
M. P., Uuthbert Rippon, esq., and Alderman Wright ; and on his 
left by T. W. Beaumont, esq., M. P., John Hodgson, esq , M. P., 
John Bowes, esq., the hon. Captain Howard, the rev. John Saville 
Ogle, and C. W. Bigge, esq. Colonel Tower, Dr. Headlam, and 
J» C« Jobling, esq., officiated as vice-presidents. Among the gen- 
tlemen present were. Colonel Bell, George Silvertop, esq.. Colonel 
Silvertop, H. Witham, esq., John Cookson, esq., Thomas Fenwick, 
esq., George Salvin, esq., J. Salvin. esq., C Blackett, esq., F. Er- 
rington, esq., W. H. Ord, esq., CapL Dinsdale, T. C. Granger, esq., 
W. Loraine, esq., Edward Loraine, esq., James Losh, jun., esq^ £. . 
J. Clavering, esq., Cuthbert Dunn, esq., W. Fife, esq., Robert Orm- 
ston, jun., esq., U. Boyd, esq., Colonel Campbell, Rev. Archdeacon 
Scott, Rev. Anthony Hedley, Rev. W. Mark, Rev. James Wors- 
wick. Rev. William Turner, &C.&C. Various loyal and constitutional 
toasts were given, and most excellent speeches were delivered by 
Mr. Bigge, Mr. Silvertop, Mr. Beaumont, Sir M. W. Ridley, Mr. 
Hodgson, Captain Blackett, Mr. Ord, Rev. Mr. Ogle, Mr. Bowes, 
Captain Howard, Sir H. Williamson, Mr. W. H. Ord, Mr. Rippon, 
Mr. Losh, &c. &c. 

Stpiember 20.-* At a general meeting of the shareholders of the 
^ Northern Joint Stock Bank," then about to be established in 
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Newcastle, the following gentlemen were chosen directors: — 
Thomas Reed Batson, Natlmniel Grace, Thomas Brown, James 
Lowndes, Anthony Clapham, James Canr, Charles Attwood, Geoige 
Burdis, John Scott, William Maude, esquires, and Lieateoant- 
General Austin. It was also determined, that Thomas Reed 
Batson, and Nathaniel Grace, esquires, should be managing direc- 
tors. The business of the Bank, it was expected, would conunence 
in a few weeks after, in apartments then being fitted up at the 
west end of the Royal Arcule. in Pilgrim Street. 

Sq^iember 21. — Died, in the 62nd year of his age, at his seat, 
Abbotsford, Roxburghshire, Sir Walter Scott, bart. He was bom 
on the 15th of August, 1771, was educated at the High School, 
Edinburgh, and afterwards devoted his time to the profession of the 
law. Altiiough the lamented death of this illustrious man did not 
occur within my limits, yet I am m gratitude bound (not only be-* 
cause I consider him, in reference to his writings, as beloDging to 
eyery place and every country, but also for his prompt replies to my 
letters, and his wish to be a subscriber to this work) to notice him 
here, and though dead, his name shall remain in the list of my pat- 
rons. Sir Walter Scott's death has bereaved the world of one i^its 
brightest sons of genius. His first literary productions were two bal" 
lads fVom the German, « The Chase," and '< William and Jfoiy," 
published anonymously. << Goetz rf Berchmlingenf'* a tragedy, also 
from the German, appeared in 1799; and, about the same time, he 
contributed two ballads, '< The Eve of iiL John,*" md " Gletifimku,'* 
to Lewis's " Tales of Wonder." His next work was ^ The Mineirdag 
^Ae Scottish Border,** in 1802, which first established his poetic 
&me. ** Sir Tristram,** was published in 1804, this was followed the 
next year by ^ 7%« Lay cfihe last Minsird^* aflerwards succeeded 
by '* Marmum,** in 1808; *^ The Lady of the lake,** in 1810, the 
most popular of his poetic productions ; << The Vision of Don Bioder* 
ic^" in 1811; ^^BMbyr in 1812; ''The Lord if the JOes,** in 
1814 ; and '* Waterloo,*' soon afler. These were his principal poetic 
works. Sir Walter published << The Border Antiquities <f Eng^ 
land and Scotland,** and also edited the works of Dryden, Somen' 
Tracts, Sadler's State Papers, Miss Seward's works, and Ihoie of 
Swift; he besides conducted Ihe Edinburgh Annual Roister. It 
is only necessary to allude in this brief ouUine to the << Waverley" 
series of novels, so named from the title of that first published. 
From tliese having originally appeared without the author's name, 
he was called " thb great unknown." It is admitted that no 
contemporary author has written so much, and few so well, as bis 
works have been translated into all the languages of Europe. Sep- 
tember 26, his honoured remains were consigned to the toraby 
amid the unfeigned regret of thousands. About two o'clock, p. u^ 
the long funeral procession began to move from Abbotsford to Dry* 
bur^b Abbey, where the remains of Sir Walter Scott were laid 
beside the body of Lady Scott, and also that of his imde.^ 
The Glai«ow Courier, after giving a long account of Sir Walter 
Scott, and comparing him with tte celebrated Goethe, a Gennaa 
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autbor, and who was hit contemponuy, uidulge$ in Ibe ibUowbg 
•train ; *' It u an instance of those dispensations of nature^ wbicb 
are intended to awaken the attention of mankind) that these two 
edebvated men died in the same year. Will not this double afflic* 
tion stand out as one of the most melaneholy events of these dark 
times ? And will not the future historian record it as a sign of 
the season of distress which has visited the iiunily of man ? 
The year 18S2 will be remembered for the multitude of 
changes which it has scattered over the &ce of Europe. It will 
be remembered as the year which witnessed the straggles of 
Poland against the tyranny of Russia* and which saw the high* 
souled children of tlmt ancient country condemned to wear the gal- 
ling bonds of servitude. It will be remembered as the year which 
tortured Portugal with the struggles of a disputed succession, and 
filled her rich vales with the horrors of a civil war* It wUl be re-> 
membered as the year which abolished the institutions of FraneOt 
and gave a new constitution to Britain. It will be remembered as 
a year of pestilence, of meieantile distress, and of (nditical 8gita< 
tion->-as a year of insecurity and panic-»of suffering and anxie* 
ty ; bat, amyve all, it will be remembered as the year whidi d^ 
prived Europe of Goethe, and the world of Sir Wfdter Scott*** As 
every sentence from the pen of this great author, must now be 
invaluable, I hope the reader will not consider the following copy 
of a letter as an obtrusion :«— 

«« Sir,'— I am fiivoared with jour letter aooompsayhig Unpubliihed Re- 
•* mains of Mr. Pi<^eriiig, flir which accept my heat thanka. I will with 
•* pleasure aubacribe to your pn^oaed new edition of your Historical lUgia* 
•< ter, of Memorable Eveots m the Counties of Durliam and Northumber* 
« land. I bad the pkaaure of receiying in aa&ty your Tinmouth Bathers 
•* and the other articles of curiosity. With which tou have obliged me, and 
M remain, •« Tour most cnedient Serrant, 

•• WALTE& SCOTT. 

*• £dtDbuf]rii« 6, Shandwiek Place, 
•* 16 November, 18S& 

•• Mr. John Sykes, Bookseller, Neweastk." 

18S2 (SqfL 25 J. A whale was cast on shore at Coauet Island, 
on the coast of Northumberland, m a sickly state, ana on being 
discoveved by the keeper of the island, it being ebb tide, and the 
monster findmg the water leaving him, made a desperate struggle 
to escape. The inhabitant of the island, not being usually honour- 
ed with a visit from the ** king of the sea," immediately hoisted his 
flag for assistance from the land, whidi was promptly attended to 
by the Hauxley fishermen, who arrived in time to assist the sea« 
man, and tbev succeeded in capturing the whale, efter firing seve* 
ral shots, ana piercing it with a spear* It measured fifty feet 
1838 (SepL 27).^AboQt seven o'clock on the moming, aduel took 
plaee in Offerton I^ane, near Herrington, Ourham, between Mr* 
ttusseU Bowlby, a candidate for South Shields, end Mr. BraddyO, n 
candidate for the Northern Division 9i the ooun^ of Durham, in 
c o na e yien o e of expressions used by the former in aspeei^atSontb 
Shields, and which had been commented on by Mr. Br^ddyU in n 
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«>eech at the same place. Mr. Braddyll was attended by G. P. 
Irvine, Esq., and his antagonist by Cantab Bowlby. Mr. BraddyU, 
after receiving Mr. Bowlby's fire, discnarged his pistol in the air« 
Mr. Bowlby wen stepped forward and declared his regret that iie 
should have uttered expressions painful to the feeUngs of Mr. 
Braddyll, and the latter gentleman, in consequence of this acknow- 
ledgement, declared his sorrow at having commented in the tone 
he did, on those offensive expressions. The parties then led the 
ground. 

The same day, soon after twelve o'clock, another hostile meetings 
took place, at the siffn of the Hare and Hounds, on the Sedgefield- 
road, between Sir Hedworth Williamson, hart, and Mr. Braddyll, 
rival candidates for Uie Northern Division of the county of Dur- 
ham. This duel arose out of expressions purporting to have been 
used in the speeches of the parties agamst each other. Sir Hed- 
wordi Williamson was attended by John Fawoett, esq., and Mr. 
Braddyll by William John Bankes, esq., M. P. The parties each 
fired twice, when Sir Hedworth, sanctioned by his second, agreed 
to the following : — " I am sorry to have used a term which has 
been offensive to Mr. Braddyll's feelings, and which has been receiv- 
ed in a sense in which I never intended it." The parties then 
shook hands, and left the field. 

18S2 f6^>^— This month, part of the dcn-gy of Northumberland 
and diocese of Durham, memorialized the Right Rev. William Van 
Mildert, lord bishop of Durham, and also his most gracious majesty 
King William IV., on a Reform of the Church. Ine memorial to 
their diocesan was signed by thirty-seven clergymen of the county 
of Northumberland, and that to his majesty was signed by forty* 
three dereymen of the same county. This is worthy of record, as 
it was understood to be the first attempt of the established clergy 
o reform their own church. 

October 2. — Being Michaelmas Monday, the day for the 
dection of the mayor and other ofiicers of the corporation of New- 
castle, the burgesses met at the Guildhall for the purpose of audit- 
ing the accounts, &c., of the preceding year, when much angry 
feding and determination to opposition were displayed ; so much 
so, that they formed two parties in proceeding to the Spital school, 
the place of election — the one headed by Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor, the other by alderman Wright As much previous exdte- 
ment by placards had been made, an unusually large body of the 
burgesses and other inhabitants attended the processions. On ar- 
riving at the place of election, some of the new electors, on thdr 
attempts to enter, having been opposed by the police, they with- 
drew and would not return, whidi occasioned a scene of violence 
and uproar, until about six o'clock, when the meeting was ad- 
jommed to nine o'clock, when they aeain met, and the same con- 
cision took place, and continued until near twelve o'dock, when the 
meeting was again adjourned to ten o'dock ^e next morning, 
without proceeding one step in the election. Summonses were 
issued to the electors of the preceding year to attend at the 
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iq»pointed tiiDe» and a sufficient number of tbem having been pro* 
cured, die business was quicUy gone throuffh, by el^tin^ John 
Brandling esq^ ma^or, Henry Befl, esq.> of mwbin;en, sheriff, and 
the subordinate omcerSi which, it appears, was none with closed 
doors. The burgessesi who wished to bring in alderman Wright 
as chief magistrate, now finding their intentions frustrated, adjourn- 
ed to the Spital-field, and having passed several resolutions, and 
votes c£ thanks to those individuals who had been most active in 
the cause of Mr. Wright, they determined to apply to his majesty, 
the house of lords, and the house of commons, for a revision of the 
charter. After the election of Mr. Brandling and the other officers, 
they proceeded to the mayor's chamber, in the Guildhall, where 
the common council of the preceding vear were re-elected. Per- 
haps there never were before so much violence and delay in the 
election of the officers of Newcastle. It is on record, that upon a 
similar occasion, and on the same day of the montli, violence had 
been used ; and on another occasion, that the parties sat up all 
night. See vol. up. 102 and 112. 

1832 f Oct. 3^.— The passing of the Reform Bills was cele- 
brated at Alnwidc by a public dinner in the town-hall ; upon which 
occasion, the chair was taken by Sir Francis Blake, hart., supported 
on his right by Lord Howick (who had received an mvitation from 
the committee to attend), and on the left by Colonel Orej ; John 
Carr, esq., of Bondgate Hall,^and Henry Hewitson, esq., or Hedge- 
ley, ably officiated as vice-presidents. Amount the company pre- 
sent (between 60 and 70), were the followmg gentlemen : — R. 
Carr, esq., Dr. Wilson, Rev. Dr. Herdman, Rev. D. Baterson, J. 
Lambert, Esq., Captains Macleod and Gourlay, J. C. Tarleton, 
esq., J. Thirlwell, esq., H. Taylor, of Christon Bank, esq., &C., &c 
There were some excellent speeches made by the chairman. Lord 
Howick, and several of the gentlemen present. Sir F. Blake» 
accompanied by Lord Howick, Colonel Grey, &c., having left 
the room, John Carr, esq., was called to the chair, and after 
some appropriate sentiments, the meeting broke up, highly grati- 
fied with the entertainment. 

OcL 8. — The chapel of ease for the parish of St. John, 
Newcastle, at Ben well High Cross, was consecrated by the lord 
bishop of Bristol, officiating at the particular request of the bishop 
of. Durham, who was prevented from being present by serious 
indisposition. The ground for this chapel and cemetery was given 
by John Buddie, esq., and the stone by John Hodgson, esq. 
M. P. for Newcastle. See Jufy 4, p. 304. 

October 9. — ^In consequence of the inclined and dangerous 
state of the beautiful steeple of St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle 
/MP page 345^, it was found nece8sar3r to prop it with immense 
beams of timber, for the purpose of tanng out the old foundation 
(which on examination was alarmingly bad), and putting in a new 
one of massive stone work, with strong abutments. On the above 
day, the workmen, whilst digging near the foundation of the tower, 
discovered two stone coffins, each about seven feet long, with a 
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carity iaf the heacL They were found a little nordi of the west 
trance^ on the oatside of die buildingy and at a yery trifling depth 
below the pavement. When the stone coTers were remored, the 
coffins were found to contain some human bones, and a laige por- 
tion of earth* It was evident from the large quantity of human 
booes dug up, that this must have been a part of the ancient ceme- 
tery subsequently added to the street^^-jSas pa^e 61. Whilst exca- 
vatinff dunng this repair, several ancient relics of mortality were 
ibmuL The very old entrance under the tower, called the South 
Porch, was at this time taken down. For correct views of this 
porch, its door-way, and sun-dial, see voL upage 396, and vol n. 
pageSiB. 



The reform bill passed on the 7th of June, 1832, (m^pagt 362 J 
enacts, that, the counties of Durham, and Northumberland shall be 
divided into north and south, and each division to return two meoa- 
hers. It is also enacted, that, Sunderland return two members, and 
that Gateshead, South Shields, and Tynemouth, return each one 
member, and, that Morpeth, which had hitherto returned two 
bers, shall, in future return only one member to parliament. 



K0t9 SMTOtigkitfoith ikeir Boumdmriet, Pre$0mi nn, 

SuNDESLAKD.— Parish of Sunderland,'} Captain Barringtoo, AldennaB 
Townships of Bishopweannouthy f Thompson, of London^ Sir, W. 
filshopweermouth Pans, Monk wear- T Gha;jrtor, bart, WUUm Ouiks 
mouth Shore, and Southwick. 3 Dsvid Barclay, eaq^ of iMdbn. 

Gatmhead— Parish of GateAoMl }^^ ^K^' ~*- **'^*»« 

1 Bobert Inffham, esq., of WeMmi 

Sbudd.aiHlWe.rtoe. f sUeU,,- WmikGS,^tmi„<£ 

M^mdofK 



Ttitsxooth.— Townships of Tyne»i Sanderson Ildcrton,en.f. 
mouth. North Shields, Chirton, Pres- V ton HaUg Geo. F. Touof^ e^^ 
ton, and Cullercoats. j o£ London, 

Ftate$ Pi EUeUmfur DMthnt 4f tkt ComnUet. Present CandMmfet. 

!John Bowes, esq., StreaUtm Cittileg 
worth Park. 
^ Sir Hedworth WiUiamsoo, bait., 

Du«UMC.xT.^F<H- Durham N.D. I CK^f^L^*^^, 

) £. R. G. BraddyU, mq. 
) T. W. Beaumont, esq., of BgmeU 

HEXHAii.«-For Korthumberhuid S. D. [ HaU: Wm.Ord,esq., of IFM^feUl 

) Matt Bdl, M of IToobkfgton, 

}y iscount Lord Howick, of Hovie* f 
Lord Ossulston, of CkUHi^knm 
CatUt. 
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The Work was finished at the preceding page, tiut as the Elec- 
tions have taken place during the printing of the Indexes, I have 
added a few pages to enable me to give the members first returned 
to parliament mider the Reform Act ; also the 9trihe of the colliers, 
in 1810, which had been inadvertently omitted in its proper place. 



NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM ELECTIONS. 

Hie writs of Election were received by the sheriflEs on Wednesday 
the dth of December, 1832, and the days for the nomination of the 
candidates for the counties and the boroughs were appointed as 
follows : — 

Northumberland, Northern Division, Saturday, 15th December. 

Northumberland, Southern Division, Monday, 17th December. 

Durham, Northern Division, Saturday, 15th December. 

Durham, Southern Division, Tuesday, IBth December. 

NewcaslJe upon Tyne, Tuesday, 11th December. 

Durham ci^, Monday, 10th December. 

Morpeth, luesday, 11th December. 

Berwick upon Tweed, Monday, 10th December. 

Sunderland, Monday, 10th December. 

South Shields, Monday, 10th December. 

Tjmemouth, Wednesday, 12th December. 

Gateshead, Wednesday, 12th December. 

The polling places for the Northern Division of Northumberland, 
were — AlnwicK (place of nomination^, Berwick, Wooler, Elsdon, 
and Morpeth ; for the Southern Division, Hexham (place of no- 
mination), Newcastle, HaltwhisUe, Bellingham, and Starafordham. 
For the Northern Division of Durham, city of Durham (place of 
nomination), Sunderland. Lanchester, Whickham, Chester-le-street, 
and South Shields ;• for the Southern Division, Darlington (place of 
nomination)* Stockton, Bishop Auckland, Stanhope, Middleton in 
Teesdale, Bamardcastle, and Sedgefield. 

Northern Division of Northumberland. 

December 15 th. 

Lord Viscount Howick, 1 ^ j •*!. * '^ 

Lord Ossulston, } "^turned without opposiUon. 

Southern Division of Northumbbrlanj). 
Polling days, December 20th and 21st. 

• Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, Esq., 2537 

♦ Matthew BeD, Esq., 2441 

William Ord, Esq., 2351 

Northern Division of Durham. 
Polling days, December 18th and 19th. 

* Hedworth Lambton, Esq.,... 2558 

* Sir Hedworth Williamson, Bart., 2182 

Edward Richmond Gale Braddyll, Esq., 1670 

Vol. II. S F 
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CwuHthtm, NmmUnpolbtL 

Southern Division of Durham. 
Polling days, December 2Ut and 22d. 

• Joseph Pease, Jun » Esq.,. ^...••2273 

• John Bowes, Esq., 2218 

Robert Duncombe Shaflo, Esq., • 1841 

Newcastle upon Tyne*. 
Pollings days, December ISth and 14th. 

• Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart.,. 2112 

^ John Hodgson, Esq.,. 1686 

Charles Attwood, Esq.... 1092 

City of Durham. 
Polling days, December 11th and 12th. 

• W.Charles Harland, Esq., 489 

• William Richard Carter Chaytor, Esq., 403 

Hon. Arthur Trevor, 383 

Morpeth. 
December 11 th. 
Hon. Capt. Frederick Geo. Howard — returned without oppositioD. 

Berwick upon Tweed. 
Polling days', December 11th and 12th. 

• Sir RufaneShaw Donkin, K.C.B., 871 

» Sir Francis Blake, Bart, 857 

Colonel Marcus Beresford,. 845 

Sunderland. 
Polling days, December 12th and 13th. 

• Sir William Chaytor, Bart, 696 

• Hon. Captain George Barrington, 525 

David Barclay, Esq., 402 

William Thompson, Esq., Alderman of London, 876 

South Shields. 
Polling days, December 11th and 12th. 

• Robert Ingham, Esq •• • 205 

George Palmer, Esq • 108 

William Gowan, Esq.,. 105 

Russell Bowlby, Esq., 2 

Tynemouth. 
Polling days, December 13th and 14th. 

• George Frederick Young, Esq., 826 

Sanderson Ilderton, Esq., : 264 

Gateshead. 
December the 12th. > 

Cuthbert Rippon, Esq., of Stanhope Castle, — ^returned without 
opposition. 

* There were eleten poUioff booths at Newcastle, Tfs.— -Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4^ at the 
Eicbanse for the parish of All Saints, and the townships of Byker, Ueaton* and 
Jtfsmood ; Noc. 5, 6, 7, at the Orphan House, for the parish of St. Andrew ; Nosu 
H. 9, at the Circus, for the pariah of St. John, and the townships of £l«wick and 
Westgale ; and Nos. 10, 11, at the Circus, for the parish of St. Nicholas. 
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The Candidates whose names are marked thus * were elected 
members of parliament. 

1809. — At the binding of the colliers, which was at that time in 
the month of October, tne owners by a previous agreement among 
themselves, but which had not been made known to the men, pro- 
posed that the men should b^ engaged for a quarter, or a year and a 
2uarter, which would bring the binding time to the latter end of 
>ecember or beginning of January, to which the men agreed ; but 
upon mature deliberation they found that they had done wrong, 
and, accordingly, on the 16th of October, 1810, a meeting of dele- 
gates was held at Long Benton, when it was resolved by a majority 
that a strike should take place, unless the owners would agree to 
continue the binding from the 18th of October, as usual. Tiiis not 
being complied with, the men accordingly struck after that day, and 
as the delegates from the different collieries held frequent meetings, 
both in the counties of Durham and of Northumberland, they were 
hunted out by the owners and magistrates, assisted by the military, 
and committed to prison until the prisons could contain no more. To 
such an extent w^re the old gaol and house of correction at Durham 
filled, that for fear of infection, several were removed to the stables and 
the stable-yard of the Bishop of Durham, where they were guarded 
by the Durham volunteers, and constables, and af^rwards by the 
Royal Caermarthenshire militia. Fresh seizures continuing to be 
maae, the number in the bishop's stables amounted to about SOO. 
Ending that this mode of procedure only made the matter 
worse, the Rev. Mr. Nesfield, a magistrate, and Captain Davis, of 
the Carmarthenshire militia, undertook to compromise the difference. 
They made application to the prisoners in the bishop's stables, 
whom they considered the leading men, but who refused to have 
any thing to do in the matter, leaving it entirely to their partners 
at liberty, who settled it by removing the time of binding to the 5th 
of April, as at present. In the course of this strike of about seven 
weeks, several other things were brought forward, particularly the 
fines for deficient measure and foul coals Mr. Nesfield havmg 
pledged himself that these things should be rectified after the pits 
had again commenced working and previous to the binding, he by 
advertisement called a meeting of the trade to be held at Chester- 
le-street on the morning of December the 20th, " and that two men 
from each colliery be directed to attend." This was objected to 
by Mr. Martindale, the clerk of the trade of the river Wear, on the 
ground " lest such meeting should hazard a recurrence of the late 
disturbances," and ^ that tne river Wear does not in itself constitute 
the coal-trade, but that the rivers Tyne, Hartley, Blythe, and Cow- 
pen, form also a principal part thereof," &c. This being also in- 
serted in the papers, with Mr. Nesfield's answer to the objections 
contained therein, he by another advertisement dated December 
the 26th and addressed << to the coal owners of the rivers Tyne and 
Wear, and of Hartley, Blythe, and Cowpen," called a meeting to 
be held at the same place on the 3d of January, 1811, when printed 
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" FropOBab Tor regulating the contracU between the coal-ownen 
and their pitmen on the rivers Tyne and Wear, and of Hartlej. 
BIythe, and Cowpen, submitted to their consideration, at a special 
meeting held at Chester-le-street, on Thursday, the 3d of January, 
1811) by the Rev. William Nesfield, one of his Majesty's justices of 
the peace for the County of Durham." These proposals, which 
were agreed to by the coal-owners, have been the basis of the agrec- 
ments with the pitmen ever since. 

By the words "binding time" is meant the day from whicb the 
contract ia made in one year until the same day in the next jear, 
when it expires. The time when it is made is uncertain — some- 
times a month or six weeks before the old contract ceases. IVe- 
viouB to 1810, when there was a great scarcity of pitmen, a bouoty 
called " bindmg money" was given, which at some collieries Waa as 
high as twenty guineas a man, but which is now entirely doneavH. 
The binding money in 1800 was from 10 to 12 guineas a man. tn 
1804, from 18 to 20 guineas. In 1809, five guineas, and by Mr. 
Nesfield's proposals it was to be the same as the year preceding 



Tbe following wood^cut illostratioa, drawn to a scale of one 
foot to an incb, is a correct representation of the immense coffin 
which was made for tbe body of Mr. Coulthord, whose death it 
stated at page 268. 
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A. 
Accfcleiit% Thomas Heron. 43; John 
Bobwo^M ; Hosleton and Moiae8,75 ; 
• boy» 99; NewcMtIt TbMtra, 169; 
John Lambton and Manr Gregg, 197 ; 
Andrew Percj, 808; Thoinai Bell, 
804; at lime kilna, 806, 860; Mr. Ni- 
cholMNi, 818; two boysi 880; Mr. 
Tbomai Oibion, 884; Mi«a8 Carr 
and Donkin, 86S; a boy, 864 ; Mr. 
Hendenon, 861 ; two prcecben, 890 ; 
eoble uptet, 800; a boy, 884; boiler 
bunt, 841; Oeoige Henderion, 844; 
Mr. Heron, 877 ; at Burradon, 881. 
Acta, for Newoaitle, 66, 147; for Slock- 
too, 180, 148 ; for 8hieldt,888; Seote- 
wood bridge, 869; Sooth Shielda, 861 ; 
CbrUde railway, 868; Shielda ferry, 
864; Morpeth bridn, 864^ 841. 
AdanM, Mr. John, 844w 
Addenda, the, 866. 
Aftay% M Riola. 
Agrieola, Jnlioa* bis fleet, 188. 
JkUdon, strtet, and place, 60. 
Allan, Oeorge, esq., death of, 8. 
Altatt, Oeorge, esq., lays foundation, 84 ; 
his mnaeuni, 161; tracu, 169; death 
of, 888* 
Allan, Oeofge, esq., death of, 874. 
AUaa, James, death of, 60. 
AU Saints' obmch, sl«^>SA,6; wall 

fklls, 9 ; fire in, 888; pews of, 877. 
Alma booses at Darlington, 188. 
Alnwick,— meebanws' institntlon, 180, 

808; chnreb-yard, 888. 
Anatomy, snbjccU for, 190, 880, 888. 
Anderson, m^r, presenti a painting, 
84; piesenu insects, 161; benefac- 
tor to St. ThomasT chapel, 868; bis 
death, 810; saves a ship's crew, 888. 
Andemn Place, aceoont of, 8ia 
Andraw'sb St., ctaureb, 84, 114. 
Antiborgher meeting house, 70. 
AnTtouCTiBSAiin Cotvs foam— Cheese- 
bum Orange, Helton Charter^ 18, 
170; OallowhiU, 88; Tumtall, 86; 
Longnewton, 81; North Shieldt, 87, 
188; Whitley eastle,Monkwearmooth, 
41 ; Whlie.hoose, 48; Newcaade, 68, 
64, 66, 186, 801 s £wan paik, Chat- 
ton, IB; Cbesler Hope,64; AUiwick, 



96; Cbesler, 108; Ulcbester, 104; 
Carley^bill, 188; Berwick, 138; 
Thrialinston, 160; North Charlton; 
170; Shawdon; 841; Tynemooth, 
866; Hesham, 888; Bamhall, 874; 
Morton Banks^ 876 ; South Shields, 
877; Morpeth, 886. 

Antiquarian society, established, 70; first 
meeting, 75; remove to the Litcraiy 
and Philosophical Society, 181 ; Ro- 
man remains discovered ty, 808. 

Afcede, the Royal, 809. 

Argyle, duke of, 66, 88. 

Armstrong tried for witehcraft, 869. 

Arts, first esbibition of, 168 ; Northern 
Academy of, 819, 896. 

Ascension day, see Tirges. 

Ask, an, found in sto. e, 808. 

Atsisea, first spring, 1 18 ; judges leave 
NewcMtle, 860 ; arrive ftom the west, 
848. 

AsMciations— Newcastle anned, 7, 14, 
69; Durham, 17; Loyal Standard, 
860 ; East India fomied at Newcastle, 
867; at Shields and Sunderfaind, 8681. 

Asylum for prostitutes at Newcastle, 
809; Sunderland, 840. 

Atkinson, Mr. Henry, 841. 

Atlee, Mrs., 4, 877. 

Auckland and Durham castle% 878. 

Austria, ardidttkea of, 96. 

B. 

Bailey, John, esq., 180. 

Baillie, rev. John, 80. 

BailiiTgateand Castle-street, 66. 

BaiRl*8,Mr., Freebooter, 806. 

Balloons, Sadler's, 98; Oreen's, 184^819^ 
818; Lunardi's, 877. 

Balls, at NcwcasOe, a masked, 119; ba- 
chelors' Ikncy dress, 160; mud Imncy 
dress, 190; subterranean, 848; grand 
fancT dress, 847; laucy dress, 861 ; at 
Durham, bachelors', 816, 889; Mr. 
Russell's, 889 1 grand fbni^ dress, 861. 

Bella, sss Cannon. 

Bamborough, deer's horns at, 41 ; toad 
in a wall, 60 ; duel near, 197. 

Banks, Sortees & Co's. 14; savings', 
109; branch bank, 817; Joint ftock, 
896. 
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BapCitt mectiiig-boa«, 6^. 

Bwmt, proectatons of, 48, 66^ 81, 197, 
SOS, 899, 861b 

Bamud, lord, of age, 47. 

Buiuurd CMtto, part of falla, 110; rock 
fallsi, 801. 

BanM% Mr. Tliomai, 6. 

Barracks at Newcattlt, 81. 

Barrington, Wihcqi, his portrait, school to 
comoiemorato, 141 ; daaCh of, 195. 

Baths at Ntwcastle, 877. 

Basaar at NewcasUe, 888. 

BaaoinoDt, hair to the hoase of, 8501 

Bcdale, Dr.,* the swimmer, 804. 

Bade, ▼•nerablt raroains of, 800. 

Bcdfortb, John, his will, 869. 

Badlington, discoveries at, 110 ; trage- 
dy, m 

Beggar and his dog, 6. 

Beilby, Mr., Ralph, 860. 

Belfovd, church at, 860. 

Bell, esq., Matthew, plate to, 884. 

Bell, Air. Joseph, 848 aote. 

BeU»-WiDlatoD,885; Gateshead, 840 { 
Saiiderlaiid,871 s St. Nicholas, 874^ 

Benwell estate, OS; chapel, 804, 880; 
hall, 886. 

Berwick— pier, 68 ; large hall, 61 ; cem- 
•tenr, 114: lighted, 148; George IV. 
ancbonoff, 161 ; lighthouse, 19L 

Betsj Cains, loss of the, 800. 

Bet^, the jroung Roscius, 86. 

Bewick, Mr. Thomas,887. 

Bewick and Dunbar's exhibition, 860. 

BiooaAraicAL Noricxs— Mr. Solomon 
HodgKHiiSs George Allan, esq., 8; 
Mra. Montagu, Mrs. Atlee, countess 
of lyrconnell, 4; Mr. Thomas 
Barnes, 6; Mr. Robert Harrison, 11 ; 
Henry Swinburne, esq., Sir Robert 
Chambers, 18 ; Mr. Joseph Richard- 
eon, 14; Mr. William Chamley, Mr. 
Joseph Ritson, 16; Thomas Houston, 
16 ; Rev. J. D. Carlyle, 80; Dr. WiU 
Uam Paley, 84; Mr. William Lam- 
ahaw, 86; Rev. Hugh Moises, 88; 
Rer. John Brand, 89; Mr. John 
Cade, Rev. John Baillte, 80; Rev. 
George Walker, 81 ; earl Grey, 88| 
86 ; admiral Roddam, 84 ; loid Dela- 
▼al, 86; Dorothy Turnbuil, 87 ; John 
Chisholm, Robert Sanderson, 41 ; An- 
drew Robinson Stoney Bowes, 61 ; 
admiral Collingwood, 68 : Sir Thomas 
ConyerB,66, 811, 880; James Allan, 
60; Rev. Percival Stockdale, 68; Sir 
M. W. Ridley, bart., 71 ; George Cul- 
^9 ^■4ii78 ; Granville Sharp, esq , Sir 
H. V«^empest,bart.,78; Mr. Isaac 
Gamer, 76; Mr. William Hutchin- 
eon, 79 ; Edw. Hussey Delaval, oq., 
Mr. Thomas Spence, 66 ; Rev. Dr. 
Scott, 86; Mr. Thomas Thomp- 
son, 88; Mr. William Richardson, 
105; duke of Northumberland, 107; 



Mr. Robert Wilkinaon, Willirai Bor- 
don,eaq.ylll; the flunijy of Common, 
118,118; Mr. G. W. Meadley, 117; 
Mr. John Mitchell, 119 ; John BaUcy, 
esq., 180; Mr. Gcorae Gray, 185; 
duchess of Northumberland, 189; 
Michael Bryan, esq., 188 ; Mr. Rob- 
ert Reed, 184; Mr. WiUiaro Gaot, 
186; Mr. WiUiaro Wouldhave, 140; 
Mrs. F. £. King, Mrs. Pcareth, 148; 
Stephen George Kemble, esq., 148; 
Mr. John Emery, 140; Mrs. Sarah 
Hodgson, 168; Dr. Collingwood, 164; 
Robert Doubleday, esq.. Dr. Gcofgo 
Edwards, 166; Dr. Charles Hutton,' 
167; Mr. Heniy Tavlor, 169; Mr. 
James Brown, 166 ; Mr. Charles Gib* 
son. Miss Hindmarsh, 168 ; Mr. Jaa. 
Pringle, ITS; Rev. Robert Clarke, 
178; William Richardson, esq., ITS; 
Mr. Thomas Charlton Sykes, 185; 
Mr. John Mdrihall, 187; Dr. John 
Fuller, 188 ; Rev. John Smiib, 198; 
Charles John Brandling, esq., 194; 
bishop Barrington, 195 ; Mrs. Jsoe 
Watts, Sir Thomas Burden, 197 ; Mr. 
William Vasey, 199; Rev. Richard 
WaUis, 808; Mr. John Scott, Dr. 
Henderson, 814 ; Sir John Travdyan, 
818; Thomas Thompson, 880; Geo. 
Allan, esq.. Mr. Thomas Fryer Ran- 
son, 888 ; Mr. Thomas Bewick, 887 ; 
Mr. William Shield, 887 ; Mr. Heniy 
Atkinson, 841 ; Mr. Benj. Thompson, 
847; William Stevenson, esq., 849; 
Thomas William CafT,esq.,860; Sir 
John HttUock, 868; Mr. Thomas 
Coulthard, 868: William Bnlmer, 
esq., 881; Mrs. Gascoigne, 887; Mr. 
Edward Walker, 80S ; WTiUiam Scott, 
806; Mr. John Mitford, 887; Blr. 
Eoeas Mackensie, 848 : Christopher 
Cookson, esq., 856; George Allan, 
esq., 874; Thomat Squire. 877; Mr. 
James Sands, Mr. Ralph Beilby,SbO; 
Mr. Ralph Dees, 886 ; colonel Fen- 
wick, 866; Dr. Trotter, 898; Sir 
Walter Scott, bart, 896. 

Bithopwearmouth church, 80; chapels, 
805,864,876. 

Blackett-street formed, 176. 

BhikeChestere,18i. 

Blackett, Sir William, 81 1 note. 

Blenkinsopp's, Mr., engine, 74. 

filuocoatscnool, 70. 

Boiler, steam engine, burst, 98, 841 , 866. 

Bond-street formed, 166. 

Bourdeaux, mayor of, 98. 

Bow, St. Mary le, 869. 

Bowes, Andraw Robinson Stoney, 61, 
68. 

Bowes, esq., George, 873. 

Bowling green at Newcastle, 805. 

Brand, Rev. John, 89. 

Brandling, esq., Charles John, 169, 194. 
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Bndgt, New, and itrMt» 70. 

Baioois— Newcsatle. 7, 70; inm, at 
£gglcacUft» 15; £lTet,S8; Haydon, 
80, 96 ; TbropcoD, 66 ; Allendale 78 ; 
l^mbcon, ISO; CbatUr, 180; Union 
(chain), 181; over tht Alne, 184; 
Dipcon-bnro, 1&5 ; projected (cliaiu) 
at Shields, 188; Heiham (chain), 
184, 18ft; Hepple rebate), 196; 
near Morpeth (chain), 199, 281; 
near Haltwhistie (wooden), 199; High 
Purd (wooden ), 216 ; FranweligaM, 
298; Link Home, 828; SeoUwood 
(chain), 260, 296 ; Morpeth, 264, 841 ; 
Whorlcon, 264, 264 (chara), 804 ; over 
the Derwent,266 ; near Mitford, 269 ; 
near Stockton (chain), 286; Black- 
well Ford, 862 ; Winch (chain), 871. 

Brockett*t, Mr., library, 168. 

Brown, Mr., Jamee, 166. 

Brunswick, duke of, 187. 

Brunswick-place chapel, 129| 287. 

Bryan, M., Michael, 188. 

Bull-rings, 180, 186. 

Bulls baited, 147. 

Bulmer, Mr., William, 881. 

Buoy, a, carried away, 60. 

Burdon, Sir Thomas, 197. 

Buidon, Mr., WiUiam, 111. 

Bums* club, 888. 

Butchers' markets^ 81, 260, 280. 

C 

Gade« Mr., John, Sa 

Ompt, 7, 28. 

Canal and Cut at Stockton* 69, 288. 

Candidates, 400. 

Cant, Mr., William, 186. 

Otfham, volunteers at. 26. 

Carr, esq., Thomas William, 26a 

Carr, WiUiam, strong man, 187. 

Carliol tower and Stmt, 166, 168. 

Carlyle, Rev. J. D., 20. 

Caroline, queen, 188. 

Cannon balls in Pilgrtm-strceC gate, 10; 
Berwick, 61 ; Carliol tower, 62, 181 ; 
fired into Gatcshcad,74 ; Newgate, 162. 

Casson's« Bar. Mr., eiemption, 286. 

Castle of NewcasUe, 60, 66. 

Catholic, sst Roman. 

Cemetery, Westgate-hill, 266,268. 

Centenarians, sst Longevity. 

Chambers, Sir Robert, 18. 

Chapkls— Whitworth, 18; Durham, 40, 
806; South Shields, 48, 184, 188; Sun- 
derland, 66; Gibside, 68; Stockton, 
78; NewcasUe,76, 129, 166, 198,207, 
262, 268, 266, 288; Chester, 80; 
North Shields, 106, 109; Wooler, 110; 
Humshaugh, 116; Thirston,122;Ooe- 
forth, 196; Heworth, 184; Lowick, 
142; Darlington, 146,204,810; New- 
bottle, 181; Sadberge, 183; Rainton, 
187; Bishopwearmouth, 189,806, 264, 
276; Shincliilb, 199; Blytb, 200; 



Coniscliflb, 201 ; Stalndrop, 206, 
Monkwearmooth, 207, 886 ; Waifc- 
worth, 206 ; North Cowton,909; Hnr* 
worth, 212; Heiham, 217, 281, 282, 
841; Brandling.place,224; Greenhead« 
286; Morpeth, 2U; AycUflb, 264; 
Berwick, 266; PerryhUl, 266; Win- 
laton, 276; Seaton Carew, 296; Ua- 
worth, 801 ; Ben well, 804,899; North 
Sunderland, 806 ; Hetton,8l6; Dud* 
do, 861, 893; HaU Tards,888. 

Charlotte, princees, 108, 117. 

Chamley, Mr. William, 16. 

Charities, enquiry into, 964, 887. 

Chartres, duke de, 267. 

Child and letter found, 274^ 

Chisel, an antique, 167. 

Cholera Morbus, 822,888, 840^ 8429 844^ 
847 898. 

Clanny, Dr., 99, 142, 161, 888. 

Clarke, Rev. Robert, 173. 

Clergy memorial, 896. 

Clock, Durham, 40; St. Nicholas, 199, 269. 

Cloth market. Newcastle, 268. 

Coach from Penrith, 886. 

Coals first won—Percy Main, 10 ; Jaiu 
Vow, 16; Bewicke, 43, 64; Sooth 
Shields, 66; Hetton, 164; Springwell« 
192; Oosforth, 24a; Vend, 261; 
Richmond shilling, 289, 298; from 
Seaham,S06; Waldridge, 808. 

CoppiMs, UmMB, ^VD SsBLnoMS rouiiB. 
— «t Bowsdon, 4; at Tynemouth, 88^ 
86; Hexham, 84, Aydoo Common, 
44; North Shields, 68 ; Flodden PieM, 
60; Sunderland, 61 ; Newcastle, 61, 
71; Chatton church, 78; Old Earle, 
79; Collingwood Main, 88: Tttnstall, 
86; North Shore, 92; Monkwear- 
mouth, 98; Boldon church, 98 ; Het. 
ton, 101 i Flodden Field, 109; Bed- 
lington, ilO; Collingwood Main, 116; 
Monk Heslcdon, 117; Tynemouth, 
121; Carley-hill, 182; Stagshaw- 
house, 146; Thrislington, 160; War- 
den Law, 160; Millfield-hill, 164; 
Fulwell-hill, 166; Halton Chesters, 
170; North Charlton, 170; castle of 
Newcastle, 172; Peatherstone castle, 
176; Hartbum, 188; Tynemouth, 
209; Hayston-hiU, 218; Millfleld-hiU, 
216; Villa Real, 218; near Seaham, 
218; Seaham, 226; Sunderland, 286; 
Low Friar-street, Newcastle, 266; 
near Hexham, 282; Tynemouth, 282 ; 
Heiham, 282; Hish-bridge, 801; 
Sunderland, 868; l>urham abbey, 
886; St Nicholas' church, 899. 

Coin, new silver, 104. 

Coins, sst Antiquities. 

Collieries' society, 77. 

CoLuxEUs n&so Ann muirnATiD— 
Wallsend, 16 ; Hebbum, 26 ; Oxdose, 
26 ; Killingworth, 27 ; Harraton, 
40^ KiUingworth, 47; Felling, 66 i 
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Herriagtoiitfld; CoIUngwoodtTS; Fat- 
fleld, 74; FclUng, 76; Pcmr MiOii, 
79; Hebburn, 85; Leafleld, 80 ; Hia%~ 
ton, 8^ Newbottle, 91; Sheriff-hUI, 98 ; 
Newbottlc,98; Nethaiiii, 9ft ; Sheriff, 
bill, 95 ; Harrmtoiif 105 ; Jwrow, 107; 
Oiuton, 108; fUinton, 109; WmlU- 
cod, 114; Sheriir.bill, 121; Lumlef, 
183; Janvw, 189; Baintoii» 186 1 
Cmlodga, 186 ; Newbottle, 141 ; 
WaUaend, 141; FeUioff, Itt; Oui- 
too, 160; Walker, 164 ;RaiDUm, 168; 
Lumley, 179 ; Newbottle, 180 ; Har- 
ntoD, 186; Hebburn, 169; Jerroir, 
198; Townley Main, 197; Hewortb, 
196; Benweil, 199; Lumley, 807; 
Fawdon, 909; Jarrow, 816; Hough- 
ton, 9S8; Washington, 881 ; Town* 
ley Main, 885 ; Killingwoith, 251 ; 
Newbottle, 865; Willington, 869; 
Jarrow. 879; Wrcckenton, 804; 
Wimngton,S80 Beamish, 844; New- 
bottle, 866; Bensbam, 871. 

Collingwood, admiral lord, fiS. 

Collingwood, Dr., 154. 

CoUingwood^street, 60, 54. 

Columns, 86, 68, 88, 100. 

Common, a singular family, 118* 

Consrience, Court of, 885. 

Conte8U,a88,S84,401. 

Coronations, 185, 811. 

Coohson, esq., Isaac,,/ia»., 84, 858. 

Cookson, esq., Christopher, 868, 856, 
868b 

Cookson, esq., Isaac, his notes, 868. 

County courts, 44, 57. 

Conyers, Sir Thomas, 65, 811, 880. 

Com law petitions, 80, 89. 

Comsay almshouses,66. 

Coidwainers' procession, 166. 

Coulthaid, Mr., 868 ; his coflin, 404^ 

Crosses, 20, oOm 

Crows nest and tree, 108* 

Culley, George, esq., 78. 

Custom house branch, 96. 

D. 
JQarlington, town hall, 84 ; alms-hoosas, 

188; lighted, 884; rejoicings et 868; 

first election at 408. 
Davison, William, tried, 870. 
Davy, Sir Humphry, 107. 
Dead bodies discoTeied, 190, 880, 888. 
Deer's bomsfound,41,70, 184^ 149. 
Dees, Mr. Baiph, S85. 
DelaTal, loid,85: Edward Hussey, 85. 
Dtepensary, at North Shields, 18 ; Ain- 

wick, 91. 
Disappearance of John Maigett'sp 801 ; 

of Mr. Gibson, 884. 
Distillery, an illicit, 147. 
Docka,19,110. 
Dog, attachment of a, 85. 
BouUcday, Robert, esq., 156. 



Drought and Rain, 971. 

Drummond, Mr. Thomas, 875, 808. 

Dttcrow's amphitheatre, 866. 

Duris, 197, 897, 880. 

Dunbar'sb Mr. exhibition, 805; and Blr. 
Bewick, 860. 

DoaHAM, gaol,44; boundaries, 67; school, 
70; oldgaol, 188; rsgister offlce, 188 ; 
libfunr, 184; Banington, bishop of, 141, 
195 ; Van Mildert, bishop of, 196 ; Tlsics 
various towns, 806, 907; Galilee opened 
for lectorasy 917 ; singing on the cathe- 
dral, 818; young man fills from, 854; 
church estate bilT, 861 ; univenhy bill, 
867: penanoes in, 866 ; plate for noes, 
870; deaneiy repaired, 898; castle re- 
paired, 878; council chamber, 878; 
discoveries, 885. 

Durham tragedies, 898, 898. 

Dust, a column of, 891. 

£. 

East Indfa, sst Associations. 

Ebb, a lo^ spring, 196. 

EccKNTRics— Francis Hill, 1 ; WilliMtt 
Barron, William Thompson, 8; Luke 
Long, 18 ; Edward Coulson, 48 ; Da- 
niel Todd, 69; James Robinwn, 78; 
John Moffkt, 99 ; Adam Tarker, 100; 
Dicky, 104; William Purvis, 118,818, 
805,887; John Marshall, 188; Benin- 
min Starkey, 146 ; James Brown, l& ; 
WillUm Henderson, 814 ; ArchibakI 
Henderson, 818; William Scott, 866; 
H ugh Smith, 809 ; Geoige Clark, 877 ; 
Thomas fi^guiie, 977. 

Edmund's, Su, chapel, 58. 

Edward I. at Durham, 868. 

Edwards' fea^ 860. 

Edwards, Dr. 156. 

Eel, a remarkably large, 899. 

Elephant, an, at Newcastle, 880. 

Eldon, lord, created lord high ehaneeilor, 
6 ; opposes the branch custom-house^ 
and portrait of, 98; creeled an earl, 
185 ; square named afker his lonhhip, 
175,808; corporation subscribe to the 
Eldon Testimonial, fkeedom of Bristol 
to, 856, 857. 

Elibank, lord, and volunteers^ 86. 

Ellison, Miss, married, 850. 

Elwick church repaired, 77. 

Elswick shot tower, 80. 

Emery, Mr. John, 140. 

England, branch bank of, 817. 

Engine, Mr. Blenkinsop's, 74. 

EsUngton, entertainment at, 886. 

ExKciiT]0]is*^< iVbDoesfk, Tho wa a 
Clare, 85 ; James O'Neill, 101 ; Chas. 
Smith, 108; Jane Jameson, 844; est- 

Ssnses attending, 845.— jfl Dtirktmp 
ohn Carleton, 10, John Moecs, 15; 
Richaid Metcalfo, 85; John Qnig^ 
101; Oeoffge Atcheeooy 118; John 
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King» ItS; Umtty AndcrtOD, 145; 
Robert Peat* 151 ; Thoims aarke, 
COl ; John Walker and Mark Sharp, 
909; John Harriaon, 870; Thomas 
Wilaon, John Brady, Andrew Miller, 
Andrew Lanffland,and RobertErana, 
871 ; Stephen Browne, Arthur Hewit- 
aon, David Steel, Ann Bone, and Jane 
Brown, 871 ; Margaret Middletpn, 
S75; W. Joblimp, 888. Ai Mwfiih^ 
John Scott, 9 ; Martin O'B ryan, 89 ; 
John Bojd, 47 ; Joeeph Charlton, 1 IB ; 
John Wilkinson, and William Sortees 
HetherJngten, 140; Mark Lawson, 
and William Currie, 146. At Btrwkk^ 
Grace GriiBn and Maigaret Dryden, 
186. 

Ezpkxions, ase Collieries. 

£ye infirmary, NewcaatlOi 148. 

F. 

Fairies, Mr., mufdeTCd, 885y 888. 

Fairs, 81, 196,884. 

Falstone church, 187. 

Fell, road through the, 18a 

Fenwick, lieutenant-colonel, 886* 

Ferries, steam, 188, 854. 

Ferry-hill, chapels at, 866. 

Fever-house, we Recovery. 

Fight, a prise, 179. 

Fire Office^ North British, 806, 

Fire-works and boy killed, 9fk 

F^ftsaol NigweatOemditaNrighibomrkfod 
—at Hawks', 7, II, 18; Ousebum, 
n, 25; three tents, 14; sloop Eliaa, 
88; BeU'a-coart, 86; Gateshead, 87, 
58,886, 856, 278; BigflMnarket, 89; 
White Croas, 85; New Fandon-street, 
64 f Moaley-stfeet, 70; Westgata- 
street, 74; Clavering-plaoa,7&; Pini. 
ding-chare, 101; ship Flyin the TTnc, 
106; ship Hartford in the Tyne, 
111; Onseburn, 188; Close, 189; 
Ousebum, 147; Westgate-bill, 156; 
Gallowgate, 159; Fortb-streety 164; 
Northumberland-strcet, 169 ; ship 
Pomona, 171 ; Head of the Side, 186; 
Gallowgate, 189 ; Homsby's chare, 
197; Ousebom, 816; Blue Anchor- 
chare, 817; All Saints' church, 888; 
Close, 280; Gateshead Fell church, 
847; Pandon-bank, 858; Angas'a- 
court, 878 ; Grindon-ehara, 805 ; Foot 
of the Forth Banks, 846; Quay, 877; 
Fandon-dean.SSO; Orchanl'Strecc,89S. 
At varioMB Pfaess'Berwick, 4^ 70, 9d, 
178; Harbotde, 7; Old Town, 9; 
Durham, 18; North Shields, 19, 81, 
101, 108, 179 ; South Shields, 80, 85, 
88, 70, 259, 840; Alnwick, 84» 806; 
Merry Shields, 87 ; East Lilbum, 89 ; 
Hexham, 40; Gorfbrtb-house, 40; 
near Bamardcastle,44s 180; Walwick, 
88; Gosforth, 86; Harrington, 98; 
Butterby, 96; Brinkbom, 100; ship 
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Flora, 101, at Sundetland, 188» 147, 
168, 197, 858 ; Darlington, 104; Hex- 
ham, 1 15 ; Weetoe» 188; Monkseaton, 
188; Stockton, 188,228; Heworth, 
185, 146; Seaton Delaval, 148; 
Moorslcy Baoka, 156; Carr's-hill, 171 ; 
near Bywell, ITS ; Tweedmouth, 178, 
274; Cheiter-le-street, 179,205 :BaIfe- 
well, 181; Etal-mill, 188; Dukea- 
fleld, 189; Lonning-bum, 195 ; Scota- 
wood, 196; Hendon*lane, 801 ; Lang, 
ley, 217; Snipe-house, 21B; Lanton- 
house, 250; Monkwearmouth, 858, 
889; High Warden, 252; Low Ang. 
erton, 264; Redhouse fann, 867; 
Swalwell, 284; Warkworth church, 
265; Presson farm, 881; Selaby-hall, 
886; Rising Sun, 872; ship Cumber- 
land, 888; Tanfield Moor stalth, 884. 

Fish markets, 157, 189, 250, 275, 28a 

Fish, in a stone, 172; knife in a, 179; 
spectacles in a, 189. 

Floods— 88, 88, 46, 47, 96, 118, 178, 181, 
801, 209, 220, 257, 262, 286. 

Forth, a fraotu at the, 879. 

Fossil trees discovered, 862. 

Freedoms presented to— earl Percy, 88; 
earl Grey, 88; lord Coningwood.58; 
lord Exmouth and Sir David Milne, 
104; duke of Northumberland, 114; 
duke of Sussex,' 152 ; the lord bishop 
of Durham, 207 ; duke of Wellington, 
811; marquis of Londonderry, 818; 
earl of Eldon, 857; lord Edward Fltc- 
clarence, SS4w 

Free Masona, 59, 60,85, 110, 194. 

French emigrant clergy, 10. 

Friars Goose, aflVmy at, 854. 

Friends' meeting honaa^ 165 ; loyalty of 
the, 200. 

Fh>g, a, in coal, 116. 

Frosts, severe, 77, 286. 

Fuller, Dr. John, 189. 

G. 

Gansways for steam-boats, 844^ 

Gaofof Newcastle, prisoner leaps ftoni, 
81 ; act for new, 147 ; old one takes 
down, 160; portcullis of, 168 1 fbund- 
ation of, 168 ; finished, 884b 

Gaol of Durham,44 ; old taken down, 188. 

Gamer, Mr. Isaac, 75. 

Gas, Newcastle lighted with, 109 ; Unk% 
122 ; explosion, 126 ; Stockton lighted, 
180; North Shields, 181 ; Berwick, 
148; explosion, 144; Durham lighted, 
170 ; Sunderland lighted, 171 ; South 
Shields, 199; St John's church lighu 
ed, 815 ; new works at South Shields^ 
851 ; St. Nicholas* church clock light- 
ed, 869; Darlington lifted, 884. 

Gaseoigne, Mra. Elizabctii, 297. 

Gateshead, Fell, a rectory, 50 ; new 
church, 174; oigan, 175; rectorr 
house, 199; flra in new church, 847. 

F 
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Catishiad, St. Edmund'! chapel, 68 ; 
stained gltn window, 125 ; new omn, 
171 ; boundaries 176; new road, 180; 
hackney coach, 198; streets named, 
SOI ; peal of bells, S40; reform bill ce- 
lebrated at, S9i; first repreaenUtiTe, 
408. 

George 111., his Jubilee, 46, 40; half 
century, 69 ; his interment, 188. 

George IV., proclaimed, 187; corona- 
tion, IS5; in Berwick roads, 161 ; an- 

• niversary, 840 ; death, 876 ; interment, 
879. 

Gibside, chapel and column, 88. 

Gibson's, Mr. John, stained glass win* 
dows, 801, 818, 88S. 

Gibson, Mr. Charles, 188. 

Gibson, Mr. Thomas, 8S4. 

Gilesgate moor divided, 109. 

Gilmore's, Mr., discovery, ITS.' 

Glass makers' procession, 168. 

Gordon, duke of, 806. 

Graham, Mr., found dead, and attach- 
ment of a dog, 86. 

Grainger, Mr. Richard, 844^ 866, 888, 
80S. 

Gray, Mr. George, painter, 186. 

Green's balloons, 184, 818, SI8. 

Grey, earl, death of, 88. 

Grey, sir Henry, 85. 

Grey, esrl, meetings in consequence of 
the resignation o^ 856, 858 ; nis recep- 
tion in the north, S91 ; address to, 896. 

Grey, Jean, her peijury, 876. 

Greystead church, 116. 

Grocers* and Spicers' company, S80. 

Guineas found in rubbish, 91. 

Gunpowder, explosion of, 180. 

Guatanl, Thonias, dinner to, 170^ 

H. 

Hackney coaches, 171, 198. 

Hail, shower of, 898. 

Harrison, Mr. Robert, 11. 

Hartlepool, pier, 66, 71 ; bones of deer, 
70; docks, railway, and pier, 68; 

Hanrest, a late, 1. 

Hay and straw markets, 178. * 

Haslitt, hung in chains, S76. 

Hedley, Joseph, murdered, 189. 

Henderson, Dr. William, 814. 

Henderson, Geoige, killed^ 844. 

Hermits, licenses to, S88. 

Heron-street, Newcastle, 66. 

Heron, Mr., killed, S77. 

Hetton, an affray at, SAS. 

He worth, coins found, 74 ; new chapel, 
184% 

HxxHAM, lighted with oil, 180; scots' 
church at, 186; fair, 196; catholic 
chapels, 817, 831, 888, 341 ; part of the 
church falls, 886 ; ancientstones found, 
888; lighted and watched, 888; first 
election at, 401. 

High- bridge, discoveries in the, 801. 

Hilda, St., South Shields, 66. 



Hindmanh, Miss, 168. 

Hirings, 164, 808. 

Hodgson, Mr. SoUndod, 8 ; Mrs., 168. 

Holland, deliverance of, 76. 

Holy Isknd, 108, 876. 

Holy Land, pilgrimages to^ 869L 

Hood, esq., Anthony, 66 Mfe* 

Horses, take fright, 8; four killed, 7; 

lost, and two driven, 8 ; backed into 

Dean-street, 81 ; and men killed, 46b 

47; take frifflm 886b 
Horticultural Society, ITS. 
Hospital^ at Newcastle, 80, 106, 186. 
Houses, fall of, 88 ; and shope oiuabcr- 

ed«196. 
Hughes, Miss, 880. 
HuUock, sir John, 866. 
Hurricanes, 80,87, 108. 
Hurworth church and acfaoolt 808. 
Hutchinson, Mr., historian, 79. 
Hutchinson, J. and I., murdered^ 8891 
Hutton, Or. and Mrs., 167. 

1. 

Illuminationa, 8, 76, 79, 80, 81, 188. 
Impress, at Newcastle, 18 ; ke^aen, 14. 
Incendiary letter, 886. 
Independent chapels, 106, 844. 
Infant Schools. 186. 
Infirmary at Newcastle, 8, 71, 141 ; for 

the eye, 146; at Sunderland, 117. 
Ingham, esq., William, 71. 
Ingham, esq., Robert, elected Racoidcr, 

of Berwick, 866 ; first representative 

for Sooth Shields, 408. 
Innis, George, escape of, 46. 
Invasion, alarm of, 19. 
Ireland, duke of Northumberland loid 

lieutenant of, 841 ; insurance on plate^ 

and departure, 843^ 

J. 
Jackson, Mr John, his treat, 318. 
James, Henry, tried and pilloriady 871* 
Jameson, Thomas, engraver, 376^ 
Jarrow slake trial, 870. 
Jerusalem temple, 146. 
Jobling, hanged and gibbettad, 368. 
John's, Sl, chuich, 815, 338. 
John's, Sl. chapel, 868, 306. 
Jones, Faiu, the pirate, 876. 
Jubilees, celebrated, 48, 40, 816. 
Jubilee schools, 66, 141. 
Judges, leave Newcastle, 860; arrive 

finom the west, 348.. 
Judge, a French, at Newcastle, 116. 

K. 
Keelmen, impr e as e d , 14 ; riot, 89 ; strike 
work, 164, 166 ; trial, 176 ; riot, 378. 
Kemble, Stephen George, esq., 148. 
Kent, Mr., i^d velocipede, 147. 
Keswick esUte, 363. 
Killiogworth, races at, 861. 
King,1tf rs., 143. 
King's meadows, races on, 876, 300,861. 
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Lftmbcrt't Ie*p» accident at, £1S. 
JLambtOD, WillUm, esq., 870 mtis, 
Lambton, John Oeoiffe, esq., created a 

peer, £15 ; annlfersary of bis son's 

birtb-daj, 887. 
Lambton paric racesp lil. 
UuBshaw, Mr. William, 86. 
Lanncb, sat ships; 
licaies Terrace and crescent, 8i4» 90S. 



Leopold, prince, 181. 
Letters, sfuj 



Letters, singular, 885, 859, 885. 

Librarr, SunderlAnd, 7 ; South Shields, 
18 ; North Shields, 88 ; Durham, 18i ; 
Mr. Brockett*s, 166. 

Licenses, 86& 

Life.boaU,9^ 10, 110, 140. 

Licrtithouses, 11, 88. 55, 61, 185, 194w 

Liwurn tower, mansion at, 886. 

Lime-kilns, accidents at, 806, 860. 

Literanr and Philosophical Society, lec- 
tureship, 11, mummy, 140; original 
safe^ lamp, 148 ; museum, 151 ; found- 
ation laid by the Dukeof Sossei, 158; 
cast of Milo, 887 ; mummy, 874. 

Londonderry, marquis of, 818; Seaham, 
881 ; escape of, 860; newrottd, 867. 

Long, Dr. Luke, 18. 

Lovocmr— Mary Brown, John Ferrer, 
8; Ann Wilson, 4; Mamret fiob- 
son, Eleanor Crowe, 5; John Bud- 
dler, 9; Alice Carr, 10; WiUiam Mor- 
ris, George Robson, 18 ; Ann Turner, 
18; Ann Parkin, 80; Mrs. Dunn, 
88 ; Sarah Stephenson, £dwanl Law- 
Bon,84; Mrs. Ikidd, 85; Ann Diion, 
86; Barbara Coag, Ann Maddison, 
Hannah Gordon, 87; John Hunter, 
J. Moore, 89; Hodgson, Maigaret 
Glanton, 81; Elisabeth Bi^ett, 
88; John Ramsay, Robert MeWille, 
William Robley, 84 ; Ann Angus, 85; 
Mary Graham, Jane Orean, Isabella 
Mandeville, Dorothy Tumbull, 87; 
Isabella Hounim, Mrs. Hodgson, 89; 
Sarah Hudson, 48; John Pattisoo, 
48; Mrs. Huntley, Mr. Waiaoo, 
John Rutherford, 50 ; Matthew Hall, 
Mary Walker, 51 ; Margaret Gow- 
land, 58; Mary Potter, 54; Mrs. 
Douglas, 55; Andrew Bowmaker, 56; 
Mary Wolfe, Eliaabeth Hall, her mo- 
ther, and brother, 57; Tibbv Allan, 
Thomasin Robinson, 60; Mrs. Bla- 
key, Isaac Jackson, Richard Bentley, 
Maigarst Milbum, James Crosier, 
Eleanor Smith, 61; Ssrah Gibson, 
John Anderson, 68; Catherine Ats- 
bert, 65; Alice Turner, Margaret 
Clark, 66 ; Isabella Sharp, 69; Wil- 
liam Snowdon, William Gantney, 
Sarah Robson, 71 ; Thomas Hunter, 
78; Cutbbert Vasey, Mary Gold, 78; 
Ann Rutberfoid, William Bell, 74; 
Mrs. Richardson, 74 ; Hugh Maclaine, 



77; John Yarrow, Margaret Tours, 
Bfary Taylor, 78 ; Mary Pearson, 79 ; 
Mrs. Johnson, Ann Corby, William 
Robson, 88 ; Ann Donnell, William 
Middleton, Mm Tulip, Mary Poich, 
86, Eleanor Gibson, George Jewttt, 
James Sheriff, Mrs. Thompson, Elea- 
nor Charlton, her brothers and sister, 
88 ; Stephen Watson, Jane Maddison, 
Mary Paddison, Ann Cumming, 89 ; 
Mrs. Allan, 91 ; Bridget Mabon, 98 ; 
Ann Appleby, Alice Blackett, 97; 
Ann Carpenter, Mary Henderson, 
Thomas Coulson, Ann Smith, John 
Wallace, Mary Richardson, 99 ; Do- 
rothy Philips, Jane Webster, 99; Mar- 
Ssret Archer, 101 ; William Elliott, 
anejowsey, 108; Elisabeth Brode- 
rick, 108; John Lamb, William Wil- 
liamson, Isabella Thompson, 104; 
Margaret Stailbrd, Ann Tindal, John 
Bewick, 105 ; Margaret Cuodell, 105; 
Mrs. Heron, 105; Sarah Forster, 105; 
John Maelay, Elisabeth Gamst Ralph 
Gofton, 105; Marv Stephenson, her 
mother, sisters, and a brother, Anne 
Moulter, Thomas Morrison, Marga- 
ret Lowery, Isabella Bumsides, 107; 
John Armstrong, 106 ; Maigaret Da- 
vison, Mary Young, Hannah Robin- 
aon, Thomas Ewart, Mary Usher, 
109; Jane Maodonald, Hannah and 
Jamea Bell, Ann Hamilton, 110; Ca- 
therine Richardby, 114; Mrs. Potts, 
116; Elizabeth Clarke, 117; Alder 
Penman, Marmret Funris, David 
Watson, Mary White, Eleanor Tur. 
ner, 116; Francea Water, Elizabeth 
Grey, Peter Green, 180; Mary Fer- 
guson, 181 ; Robert Mills, John 
White, John Stephenson, John Ander- 
son, Catherine Clark, Robert Roan, 
185; Mrs. Kenlish, 186; Benjamin 
Gamett, 188; Margaret Lee, 189; 
Mary Carr, 180; Jane Rutherford, 
Ann Simpson, Jane Hall, 131 ; Mar- 
garet Rowland, Elizabeth Drrden, 
Isabella Armstrong, Hannah Mar- 
shall, 188 ; Aon Rule, 135 ; Barbara 
Humble, 140; J. Morrison, Esther 
Marshall, Mis. SUnton, 145; Samuel 
George, 146; Catherine Green, Wil- 
liam Mills, 153; James llderion, 159; 
Mary Robson, IsabeUa Burn, 166; 
Jane Young, Jane Downie, 168; 
Thomas Gustard, 170; Mrs. E. Carr, 
Elizabeth Kirkley, 170; Mrs. Dobson, 
171; Ann Hall, 178; Jane Clazton, 
Jane Wayman, 178; Elizabeth Gre|(- 
ory, 179; Ann Jamieson, 180; Chns- 
tian Long, 181; Grace Cummins, 
Elspeth Manners, 188; Mary Barnes, 
184: Mary Verdy, 186; Margaret 
Nicholl, 187 ; Jane Rutherford, Abi- 
gail Gray, 189; Elizabeth Brown, 
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HAiuuih JUiddtoton JamM Allan, 194 ; 
Jane Younf, 195 ; John Drew, and 
Tboma* Flatcher, and family, Jane 
Prrden, 196 ; Nicholas Haswell, Jane 
Robion, 199; Parkinson Wouldhave, 
SUO; WiUiam Geddes, 203; J. Grscn; 
S06; Catherine Moralee, S09^ 961 ; 
Thomas Graham, 21S; Elisabeth 
Rutherford, 814 ; Ann Usher, 215 ; 
Aleiander English, 810; John Clay, 
818; Isabella Eddy, 819; Thomas 
Tbom|Mon, 880; Ann Taylor, 888; 
Matthew Pratt, 886; Alice Gibson, 
844; Robert Davidson, 850; Joseph 
Dawson, 854; RosetU Coats, 856; 
Thomas Thompson, 857; Ann Mus- 

fave, 861: Ann Drybourgh, 867; 
lisabeth Mai|«han, 871; Ann Wat; 
■on, Firancis Donlcin, 875 ; Elisabeth 
Hodgson, 876; Sarah CUrk, 877; 
Ann fSrskine, 880; George Stobart, 
884 ; Ruth Hays, 885; Margaret Fen- 
wick, 896 ; Robert Bolam, S05 ; Hugh 
Smith, IsabelU Smith, 809; Elisabeth 
Robson» 884; Elisabeth Ueadley, 
837; James Lee, 848; Mary Dees, 
888; Elisabeth Coulson,886. 

Longhorsley church, 18& 

Longuewtou church, 81. 

Jjoth, esq., James, elected reeofder, 866. 

Iiumler effigies, 885. 

Lnnardi's balloon, 877. 

I.ynch, count, at Newcastle, 98. 

M. 

Machine for the Wear, 64b 

Blackensie, Mr. Eneas, 848. 

Maison de Dieu, 157. 

Man, a very large, 878. 

Manchester meeting, 188. 

Margetts, John, disappears, 801. 

Markets, at Newcastle, butchers', 81 ; 
wheat, 66; vegeuble, 67; fish, 167, 
189 s hay and straw, 17B ; cattle, 879 ; 
•wine, 868; Sunderland, 154. 178,850, 
880; Stockton, 17B ; Alnwick, 875. 

Marshall, blind Jqhnny, 188. 

Marshall, Mr. John, 187. 

Martin, Mr. William, pl^h^opkett 81. 

Martin, Mr. Jonathan, incendiary, 841. 

Martin, Mr. John, painter, 850. 

Mary*s, St., parsonage-house, 870. 

Masons, see Free. 

Matfln, Thomas, comes to life, 180. 

Mayor, fraeiu on choosing the, 898. 

Meadley, G. W.,esq., 117. 

Mechanics' institutions, 178, 180, 808, 
866. 

Mbbals AMD PaiMiuxs— to Mr. Hen- 
ry Greathead, 9: Mr. WiUiam Wat- 
eon, 88 ; Mr. William Taylor, 85 ; 
Mr. Luke Clennell, 44; Mr. Isaac 
Jopling, senior, 56 ; Mr. Isaac Jopling, 
junior, 61 ; Mr. Thomas Machell, 67; 
NT, Mr. Haggitt, 67; Mr. WUliam 



Baekbouae, 78 ; BIr. Thomas WUta^ 
78; Mr. Edward Backhoussb 81 ; Mr. 
WilUam Martin,8l ; Dr. CUnny» 99; 
Mr. John. Davison, 110; Mr. John 
Commout 118 ; Mr. Andrew Morton^ 
148; Mr. Henry Marshall, 163; Mr. 
Thomas Wilson, 806; Mr. John Scott» 
814 ; Mr. Thomas Fmr Ranson, 888 s 
Mr. John Martin, 850; Mr. John 
Reedi 851 ; Mr. ThonvM G. Wrig)lit» 
876. 

Meldon, manor of, 858L 

Members first returned under tba Re- 
form BUI, 401. 

Mendicant, barbarity of a, STB. 

Mendicity society, 896. 

Merchants, new hall for the, I57. 

Methodist, an original, 188. 

MUdert, Dr. Van, installed, 196 ; coose. 
crstes Shindiflfe chapel* 199; risits vari* 
ousto wns, layaithe foundation ofWinla- 
ton church, and presented with the free- 
dom of Berwick, 806, 807 ; consecratea 
Winlaton church, Greenbead diapel* 
and St. John's church, 884, 885, 864 ; 
the dercy memorialise, 898. 

Militia, Mrtbumberland, 75. 

Militia, whimsical eiemption from, 886* 

Miller, the carrier, shot, 144. 

Miraculous, sss Pkeservalloos. 

Mitchell, Mr. John, 119. 

Mitfofd, Mr. John, 887. 

Mdses, rsT. Hugh, 88. 

Montagu, Mrs., 4. 

Moors and Commons, 9. 

Moot-hall, Newcasae, 50, 51. 

Morpeth gaol, 149; bridge, 854, S4L 

Mummies present«l, 140^ 874. 

Murders— a father and son, 889 ; Mr. Ni- 
cholas Fairies, 865 ; Paxton, 890. 

Murders, thepeipetrators not discorersdv 
Isabella Young, 98; Joseph Hedley. 
169 ; John Errington, 864. 

Musical festivals, 86, 178, 878. 

Music Hall, Newcastle, 965, 888. 

N. 

Natural History Socie^, 859. 

Nelson's victory, 7; funeral, 86. 

Neville's cross, 868. 

Newbottle, chapel at, 161. 

Newbum, school, 156 ; church, 806; cho- 
lera at, SSS. 

Newcastle, history og Brand's, 89 ; BaU- 
lie's, 80; Grey's, Bourne's, 168 ; Mac- 
kensie's, 848. 

News, wonderful, 5, 6. 

Nbwspafbrs, T>ne Mercury, 10; Ber- 
wick Advertiser, 84 ; Durham County 
Advertiser, 86; Durham Chronicle, 
186 ; Sunderland and Durham Ship- 
ping Gasette, and Mercantile Adver- 
tiser, 888 ; Sunderland Herald, Shields 
and Stockton Observer, and General 
Advertiser, 801; The Albion|OrShiald% 
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M«ivtaiUe, Sundarkadt «Bd Durham 
Weakly AdTertiMr,8QB ; ThaNonham- 
berland AdTertiieri mod Agiicttltiml« 
Shippiog, and CommeRcial Jouinal, 
809; Newcastla Couraiit,a08, 840, 867; 
Tlie Newcaalle JoamaU 858. 

Nicholaa*, St., Newcastle, itaeple fatth 
6 ; ttone coffin found, 61 ; new win^ 
dow, 174; clock, 199; lUined glaia 
window, 801 ; clock lighted, 868 ; en- 
doaed, 848 ; joung man killed, 844; 
atecple in danger, 846 ; great bell, 874 : 
dangerous state, and disco? eries» 888. 

Nonjurors and Fapista, 878. 

Northern Academj, §e$ Arts. 

Northern Counties club, 868. 

Northern Di? er shot, 178. 

Northern Joint Stock bank* 885. 

Northumberland, duke of, founds a 
school, 68 ; his portrait, 99 ; tenantrr 
column, 100 ; death of. 107; duke or, 
prssented with freedom, 114; death of 
the duchess^ 189; lays the foundation 
of Morpeth gaol, 149: erects a school, 
1&5 ; representatiTe of his miyesly, 188; 
address to 840; lord.Uentenant oi Ire« 
land, 841 ; plate and departure, 848; 
Bubscribes to tract the Assembly 
Rooms. 876» 

Northumberland militia, 7A. 

Northumberland and Newcastle cavalry, 
185; receWe their colours, 188; seise 
rioters, 154; receive thanks, 156; pre- 
sent a gold vase to their colonel, 169; 
called out, 898. 

Northumberland, contests, 888, 884, 401. 

Nuns, a convent at Cocken, 8ii 

O. 

Old flesh market, namea of, 858. 

Oliphant, James, tried, 876. 

Orange Boven, 76* 

Organs, 171, 175, 887, 880, 873. 

Ossulston's, lord, birth-day, 886; rapfe- 

sentaUve for Northumberland, 401. 
Ox, the Durham«Sl. 
Oyston, llia% ascends in a balloon, 818. 

P. 
Fsrade ground, Newcastle, 85. 
Parliament, members first returned to, 

undarthe Reform BiU,401. 
Patterson, Peter, 874. 
Peace, 8, 9. 80, 81, 878. 
Peareth, Mrs., 148. 
Pease's, Mrs., alms houses, 18& 
Pedestrians, 78, 146, 150, 885. 
Penances in Durham cathedral, 868. 
PucT, earl, of age, 87 ; free of Durham, 

88; presented with a sabre, 88; lays 

foundation of the coun^ courts, 67; 

lady Julia, 66; lord AlgremoD, of age, 

76 ; earl, hia marriage, 106. 
Permanent duty, est vMunteera. 
Fnth, earldom daisAsd, 876» 808. 



Petrifled 

Pien. Berwick,68; Hartlepool, 66, 71. 
Pilgrim- street gate, 10. 
Pillory, persons in, 68, 870, 871, 87A» 
Pit, a, falls in, S84» 860. 
Pitmen, meet on the Black Fell, 891, 
898; Newcastle moor, 898; Black 
FeU, 895 ; riotous proceedings, 897 1 
meetat Jarrow,898 ; Black FU1,899; 
South SMehb, and Hebbum, 800; 
Boldon Fell, 808, 809; riotously aa- 
semble, 886; meet on Boldon Fell, 
851 ; affiray at Hetton, and a man 
shot, 858 ; affhty at Friar*s Gooso, 
864} meet on Boldon Fell, 860^ 866 ; 
Cuthbert Skipsey shot, 887; strike 
work, 408. 
Plague, the, at Newcastle, 888. 
Plate presented to— Sir M. White Bid- 
ley, 69; Sir H. Davy, 107 ; Mr. Ste- 
phenson, 109; Mr. Brandling, 169; 
Mr. Gllmore, 174; Mr. PengiUy, 
886; Mr. ClenneU, 871; Mr. Insle- 
dew, 895 ; Mr. Oreen, KS^ ; rev. Mr. 
ColUnsou,897; rev.W. Turner, 886; 
Mr. Forsyth, 888 ; Mr. Bell, 8R4. 
Political unions, 818, 8S0, 891, 888* 
Ponteland thnrch, 60; road, 886. 
Portcullis of the Oaol, 168. 
PUstem-gate. 86. 
Post-office, Newcastle, 886. 
Potterwgate tower, 86. 
PnmnvAnoKs, mieaculous— >Oeofge 
Innis, 46; Mr. Sinton, 47; at Jee-' 
mond, 61 ; Arthur Marlham, 181 ; 
John Wilson, 188 ; Mr. Charlton, 166; 
John Chisholm, 809 ; near WalboUle, 
885 ; at North Shields, 886 ; William 
Taylor, 854; a brewer, 867; Marquia 
of Londonderry, 860 ; Ralph HasweU, 
870; Joseph Gardner, 870; Walker, 
810; Mr. Morton, 860. 
Price,Mr. Joseph, stained glass windows, 

185,186. 
Princes, two, at Newcastle, 88. 
Pringle, Mr. James, l'». 
Prisoners escape, 1,8, 88. 
Prudhoe- street, Newcastle, 166. 
Purvis, William, Mmi WiOy^ 118, 818^ 
805.887. 



Quakers, sas Friends. 

Quay, Newcastle, entrance widened, 167; 

boat plied on, 801 ; gangway erected 

on, 844; chapel on, 268. 
Quay, North Shields, 168; gangway OS, 

844. 



Races, grand stand, 4; Mr. Cookaon, 
84; stand falls, 68 ; Lambton Park, 
141 ; Fieebooter's death, 806 ; Killing 
worth, 861 ;Kiog's MeadOW^876,80^ 
861; Durinm,870i 
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SUHmm, CbrliaU»196,e5t. 8tt; Slock, 
ton, 187, M7» 875; Hartlepool, 868. 

Bainbow, a lunar, I9& 

Kaine*!. rer. Mr., 8t.CaUibtrt,808; ve- 
nerabla Bcdo> 800, 

Bailie, ciq., JonaUum, opens the Spring 
AariMk 118. 

Banaon, Mr.,enmver, 888. 

Bavenairorth caatlf , 41. 

Beoordenhip of Mewcastlei and Ber- 
wick, 888, 868. 

Beoorery, house of, 84. 

Bedmarahall church, 81. 

Beed,Archiba)d,e8q., his fifth namalty, 
889; entertains disttugnished roieiffn* 
ers, 840; grand ball giYen bj Mrs. 
8^.; sixth naToralty, 861. . 

Beed, re^. J., Ticar, 844. 

Beed, Mr. Bobort, 184^ 

Bcform Bill-^meetings, 880, 881, 888, 

884, 866, 860; royal assent, 808 ; cele- 
brated, 868, 866, 867,1890, 801, 80S, 894| 

885, 890; candidates under, 400; first 
r ep rss c ntatiyes under, 401. 

Begister Office, Durham, 188. 

Beriews, grand, 4, 7, 8, 1^ 86, 86, 48. 

Bez MfSKt Russell, 176. 

Bichardson, Mr. Joseph, 14. 

Biehaidson, Mr. William, 105, 176. 

Bichmond shilling, 889, 896. 

BiddeU'% Mr., X, Y, Z, 861. 

Bidlej, Sir M. W., vase presented to, 
60 ; his death, 71 ; opposes the branch 
eustom-faouse, 96 ; presents a painting, 
114; his son of age, 884^ 

Bippon, James and John, tried, 876. 

Riots, at Sunderland, 6, 80, 108, 108, 
186; Berwick, 88; seamen, 94 ; North 
Shields, 184» 805; seamen, 164^ 875; 
keelmen^878. 

Bitson, Mr. Joseph, 16. 

Boad, new, fWmi Durham, 60. 

Bock, a, falls, 801. 

Boddara, admiral, 84. 

Bonaa wall, 4, 808. 

Boman GathoUcs and Nonf urors, 878. 

Boman catholic reUef bill, 846> 847. 

Boman catholic chapats. North Shields, 
106,880; Darlington, 804; Durham, 
806 ; Hexham, 817, 881, 888, 841 ; 
Berwick, 866;NewcasUe,881,S16, 884. 

Bnssia, gnnd duke Nicholas of, (now 
emperor), 108; grand duke Micnaeli 
114; archduke Maximilian, 116. 



Ssdler's balloon, ascent, 08. 
Salffloocauffht, 86; spectacles in, 180. 
Sands, Mr. James^ 880. 
ScBooLs— Wearmouth, 41; Newcastle, 

66, 141, 185; North Shields, 67; 

Alnwick, 68; Durham, 70; Heigh- 

inglon, 78; Newbum, 166; Wark- 

WOTth,178. 
Scots' churches, 64, 141, 186, 807. 



Scotswood brigt, 890. 

Scott, Sir Wauer, 896. 

Scott, Rer. Dr., 86, lift. 

Scott, Mr. John, engraver, 814. 

Seou, WUliam, CmlTBUi^, 806. 

Scriveners, oompeny of, 8 lOi. 

Seaham,881,967,805. 

Seamen rio^ 04, 164^ 186, 806, 875. 

Shakespeare, centenaiy of, 99. 

Shark, 88. 

Shanp, Granville, esq., 78. 

Shield, Mr., the composer, 887. 

Sbixlds Soovb, Hbrsry, 18; St. Hikbi'% 
66; chapel, 184; Ughted, 199; gas 
works and act^ 851; petition from« 
888 ; first repraeantative, 408. 

Shixlds, Nobth, dispenmiy, 18 ; library, 
88 quay, 80 ; light house, 88 ; new 
o CK, 86; light houses^ 66: school, 
67 ; duke of Argyle,66 ; Scou chufch, 
64; dia(urbanoe, 04; riot, 184; lighted, 
181 ; projected bridge^ 188 ; voung 
man disappears fron^ 801 ; watchmen, 
aSft; a9lum,860; steam ferries, 864; 
first repreeentative, 408. 

Ships launched, Bucephalus,80; Isabel- 
la, 861 ; Geofge Greea» 871 ; duke of 
Northumberlimd, 801. 

Shot, men^Thomas Heron, 48; John 
Robson, 66; Joseph Claxton, 184; 
James Miller, 144; ftmr, at Sunder* 
land, 187; Andrew Fnncyv808; Tho- 
mas Bell, 804 ; John Brrington, 864 ; 
Cuthbert Skipsey, 887. 

Shot tower illuminated, 80. 

Simonburif divided, 116, 187. 

Simpson. Richard, tried, 871* 

Sinton, Mr., escape of, 47. 

Slal^, new church at,8tX). 

Smith, Rev. John, vicar, 198. 

Smugglers' hole, 147. 

Snow storms, 166, 888. 

Sockbum, manor of, 195. 

Soktiers foundered, 6 ; upset 61. 

Somnamhnlist, a, 110. 

Sparrows' nests, 81, 806,814,880. 

Spearman, Gilbert, tried, 870. 

Spence, Mr. Thomas, 86. 

Squire, Thomas, 877. 

Steam- Ptekeu on the Tyne, 81 ; Hyl- 
ton JolUflEb, 806; United Kingdom, 
816; Tourist, 868; ferries, 864, City 
of £dinbuigh,808. 

Stevenson, esq., William, 849. 

Stockdale, Rev. Ferciva), 68. 

Stocks, a joiner in the, 884. 

SrocKTOM— canal, 50; lighted, 180 
railway, 148; market* 178 ; railway, 
187; glass window, 816 ; railway, 867, 
876 ; chain bridge, 886 ; cut, 886. 

Stone, toads in, 60, 70; fish in, 178 ; ask 
in, 808. 

Stoney, Mr., sse Bowes 

Storey, John^ and daushters, 47. 

Stormont's, lord, marriage, 860. 
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Stonnsatiea,8, 18, 84^ HSB7. 

Slowell, lord, oppoies tbt branch cuatom- 
houM, and portimit of, 98 : at Newcas- 
tle, 181 ; street named aRer bii lord* 
■hip, 170. 

Straker't, Mr., patent wind]an,861. 

Styca, a rare coin, 7it ^ , 

Suicidei, Blenkintop, 8; Man. Poole, 
86; Martha Wilson, 104; John and 
Lancelot Younghusband, 117; Wil- 
liam Coxen, 879 ; David George Cla- t 

ter, 881. , , ^ 

SuirosaLAiiD,riot,6; librarj,7; Light- 
house, 1 1 ; act far paTing, 50; machine 
64; Exchange 68; riot, 89; burial- 
ground, 118 ;lnflnnanr, 117; hirings, 
and market, 154; lighted, 171 ; riot, 
186; theatre, 880 : butchers* markets, 
850, 880; new bells, 871; coble upeet, 
9D0; first printer, 874; fintrepresen- 
tatiTes,408. 

Sund^land, north, church at, 806. 

Surtees, Robert, esq., rare coin, 108. 

Sussex, duke of, visits the North, and lays 
the foundation stone of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, Newcastle, 
158 ; TisitoHowick andRaby castle, 886. 

Swallow, Joseph, tried, 878. 

Swimmer, Dr, Bedale,the, 804. 

Swinburne, Henry, esq., 18. 

Sykes, Mr. T. C., 185. 

T. 
Taylor, Mr. Henry, 159. 
Tempest, sir H. V., 78. 
Temple, New Jerusalem, 146. 
Theatre, accident in, 159» 
Thomas', St., chapel, 807, 866, 874^ 875, 

888. 
Thompson, Mr. Thomas, 9, 98. 
Thompson, Mr. Benjamin, 847. 
Thompson, Mr. W. G., S40. 
Thorney-bum church, 115. 
Throckfey, review on, 86. 
Thunder storms, 81, 88, 45, 46, 47, 55, 

88, 64, 189, 177, 851, 854^ 855, 867, 

808,876,898. 
Tides, high, 86, 68, 64^ 70. 
Toads, in a waU, 50; in stooe, 70; in a 
• waU,888. 
Tokens issued, 64. 
Town moor disnute, 885, 
Tragedies, Durham, 898, 898. 
Tk«ra, horse shoe in, 87 : and nuts, 150 ; 

in the sea, 155; birds^ nests in, 806; 

petrified, 868. 
Trevclyan, Sir John, 818. 
Trimdon burial ground, 68. 
Trotter, Dr. Thomas, 898. 
Turner, rev. William, 884^ 885. 
Tyne hussars, 197,884. 
Tynemouth, plan of, 88; skeletons, 

found, 88,85, 181 ; curious stones, 168; 

cemetery and curious epitaph, 848, 840; 

gates cloaed, 868. 



Tntm Eim, intense frort and dl?eiiiont 
on, 77; first steam«packet on, 81; 
AgricoU's fleet in, I882 Danish fleeCa 
in, 188; low ebb. 176. 

Tyrconnell, countess of» 4b 

U. 
Union of England add Ireland, 4; of 

masonic lodges, 85. 
Union Sunday school jubilee, 815. 
Union Way, North Shields, 168. 
Unitarian chapel, 876. 
United secession church, 168. ^ 

Usbaw, collega at, 87. 
Usworth, chapel at, 801. 

V. 
Vases presented to colonel Sir M. W. 

Ridl^,ti9; lieutenant-colonel Brand* 

ling, 169. 
Vasey, Mr. William, 199. 
Velocipede, Mr. Kent's, 147. 
Vend, coal trade, 861. 
VesselB, lost, 8; under convoy, 8; loM, 

ITS ; Betsey Cains, 800 ; GeorgeGreen, 

871 ; Younghusband, 887 ; lost, 888. 
Victories celebrated, 7, S9,76» 79. 
Vimeira, battle of, 89. 
Volunteers, 4, 7, 8, 17, 18, 81, 88, 88, 84^ 

85, 48, 56, 68, 185, 188. 



W. 

Waggon train, 17, 88, 84. 

WaUTer, rev. George, 81. 

Walker, captain, los^ 887. 

Walker, Mr. Edward, 808. 

Walker, Francis, tried, 869. 

WalUs, rev. Richard, %02. 

Walls of Newcastle, Pttgrim^stieet gale, 

10; Postern gate, 86; Westgate,65; 

Carliol tower, 156 ; foundation of, 167 ; 

Newgate, 160, 176. 
Wallsend church, 88. 
Wark and other churches, 116. 
Warkworth, carrier shot, 144; school, 

1*^; chapel, 806; church on firs^885» 
Waterspouts, 118,881. 
Waterloo anniversary, 100. 
Watson, somnambulist, 110. 
Watts, Mrs. Jane, 197. 
Well, escape from a, 857. 860. 
, Welleslev, defeato the French, 89i 
Wellington, duke of, visitt Durham and 

Northumberland, 809,810, 811, 818. 
Westgate, 65. 

Westgate hUl cemetery, 865, 868. 
Wethenild, Rowland, 874. 
Whales, at Holy Island, 87, 66; North 

Sunderland, 106 ; Cresswell, 151 ; 

Fern Islands, near Berwick, 861; 

Coquet Island, 887. 
Wbickham, cemeterr, 66. 
White cross removed, 80. 
Wiggan, Mr., leaps from the gaol, 81. 
Wilkinson, Mr. Robert, 111. 
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WilBlxii IV. pmMtatii m, flSj ep- 

Will, ■ cnriaoi, 3^ 
WilaoD, Ana, trM, 819. 
Windlw, Mr. fitnkw'i. Ml. 
Wiadoiii, In Haiiwd bIm, les, 168,801, 

216, »«. 
Wiodi 

178, 
WlnlM 
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X, y, Z, Mr. RMdell'i 
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